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This  Book 

Written  in  a  Warring 
Troubled  World 
is  Dedicated 

To  My  Fellow  Citizens 

OF  THE 

Great  American  Republic 
Whose  Cooperation 
and  Good  Opinion 
I  Cherish 


Preface  to  the  Second  Edition 


In  1934  I  was  invited  by  the  Providence  Evening  Bulletin  to 
write  a  series  of  articles  on  “The  Italian  Towns  and  the  Contribu¬ 
tions  of  Their  Immigrants  to  Rhode  Island,”  and  “Streets  and 
Corners  of  Little  Italy.”  I  gladly  accepted  the  invitation.  The 
articles  written  for  that  great  newspaper  during  1934-1935  created 
widespread  interest.  In  response  to  an  increasing  number  of  requests 
coming  from  all  parts  of  the  State  as  a  result  of  those  articles, 
I  wrote  my  first  book  entitled  “Italo- Americans  of  Rhode  Island — 
Their  Contributions  and  Achievements,”  which  was  issued  in  Octo¬ 
ber,  1 936.  The  favorable  comment  accorded  to  my  first  book, 
has  inspired  me  to  write  this  second  edition. 

This  book  is  a  brief,  readable  account  of  important  events  and 
contributions  made  by  Americans  of  Italian  descent  or  background 
in  Rhode  Island.  It  is  the  outgrowth  of  forty-eight  years  spent 
with  the  Italian  people.  It  is  the  result  of  my  education,  experiences 
and  association  with  them. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  modest  publication  will  help  towards 
creating  among  all  the  American  peoples  that  unity  and  mutual 
understanding  resulting  from  a  common  citizenship  and  common 
belief  in  the  ideals  of  our  great  American  Republic. 

Ubaldo  U.  M.  Pesaturo 


Providence,  R.  I. 
August  1 ,  1  940 
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DA  VERRAZZANO.  Giovanni 

From  recorded  evidence  we  must 
give  to  Giovanni  da  Verrazzano,  an 
Italian  mariner  of  the  sixteenth  cen¬ 
tury,  the  credit  for  discovering  our 
Narragansett  region. 

Although  bom  an  Italian,  Verraz¬ 
zano  was,  in  his  earlier  years,  a  French 
corsair  sailing  under  the  assumed  name 
of  Juan  Florin.  Much  as  other  nations 
may  have  desired  to  see  him  swing 
from  a  yard  arm,  the  French  King 
befriended  him,  won  him  away  from 
his  life  “outside  the  law”  and,  recog¬ 
nizing  him  as  a  most  able  navigator, 
commissioned  him  to  sail  on  a  voyage 
of  exploration  to  the  New  World. 
From  that  time  he  was  done  with  his 
piratical  “alias,”  Juan  Florin,  and  took 
back  his  true  name,  Giovanni  da  Ver¬ 
razzano. 

In  1  524  Verrazzano  set  out  to  dis¬ 
cover  for  France  a  new  route  to  Cathay, 
but  like  all  those  of  his  period  who 
sailed  westward  hoping  to  reach  the 
Orient,  he  found  the  American  conti¬ 
nent  unexpectedly  in  his  path,  sighting 
land  at  some  point  on  what  is  now  the 
Atlantic  seaboard  of  the  United  States. 
For  a  time  he  sailed  up  and  down 
this  coast  in  search  of  good  anchorage 
and  finally  chose  what  his  narrative 
stamps  beyond  question  as  the  present 
New  York  harbor.  After  a  short  stay 
there  he  evidently  devoted  some  little 
time  to  exploration  of  Long  Island  and 
then  sailed  to  the  east,  probably  be¬ 
tween  Long  Island  and  the  mainland. 

Before  coming  to  his  next  anchorage 
he  sighted  what  is  now  known  as 
Block  Island.  He,  however,  gave  it 
the  name  Luisa  in  honor  of  the  Dow¬ 
ager  Queen  of  France. 

His  next  stopping  place  was,  be¬ 
yond  question,  our  Newport  Harbor. 
Everything  he  has  to  say  about  this 
second  interruption  of  the  voyage  points 
clearly  to  that  fact.  His  account  of 
the  natives,  their  habits,  the  nature  of 


the  country  in  which  they  lived,  his 
statements  regarding  latitude  and  longi¬ 
tude,  his  description  of  the  size,  num¬ 
ber,  shape  and  location  of  the  islands 
that  dotted  the  great  arm  of  the  ocean 
into  which  he  had  sailed,  all  serve  to 
build  up  a  perfect  identification  of 
Newport  harbor  and  Narragansett  bay. 

Verrazzano  commented  on  the  “taw- 
ney”  complexion  of  the  natives,  their 
building  of  canoes  by  the  hollowing 
out  of  logs  through  burning  and  scrap¬ 
ing,  their  curious  circular  dwellings, 
their  attempts  to  cure  disease  by  the 
heat  of  fire,  their  habit  of  migration 
according  to  season,  and  many  other 
points  that  tally  perfectly  with  the  later 
accounts  of  Adriaen  Block  and  Roger 
Williams. 

Verrazzano  pictured  these  aborigines 
as  friendly,  and  doubtless  that  report 
largely  encouraged  later  comers  to  con¬ 
sider  the  Narragansett  country  as  a 
good  field  for  colonization. 

We  must,  then,  when  considering 
the  beginnings  of  Rhode  Island,  think 
back  further  than  Roger  Williams,  but 
not  so  far  as  Erikson  and  Herjulfson, 
and  fix  our  minds  on  the  man  who  first 
gave  the  world  dependable  information 
about  our  corner  of  the  earth, — the 
Italian  da  Verrazzano. 


THE  EARLY  BEGINNING  OF 
THE  ITALO-AMERICANS 
OF  RHODE  ISLAND 

The  first  known  Italian  to  settle  in 
Rhode  Island  was  Joseph  Carlo  Mau- 
ran  (Giuseppe  Carlo  Maurani),  foun¬ 
der  of  the  distinguished  Mauran  family 
in  Rhode  Island.  A  pioneer  in  a  new 
country  is  always  an  interesting  per¬ 
sonage,  and  Joseph  Carlo  Mauran,  who 
came  here  during  the  early  colonial 
period,  is  an  interesting  personage.  But 
Italy  as  an  immigratory  country  was 
the  last  great  nation  to  send  its  sons 
to  these  shores.  If  we  except  the  first 
adventurous  Italians  who  made  their 
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way  into  these  shores  during  the  early 
colonial  period,  the  earliest  Italians 
were  seamen  from  Genoa,  like  George 
Arduini ;  wandering  harp  players  from 
Basilicata,  like  Frank  Raia,  Lorenzo 
Peanelli,  Frank  Gerardi  and  others; 
vendors  of  plaster  statuaries  from  Tus¬ 
cany,  like  the  Mionis,  the  Vennettis, 
the  Capronis  and  others ;  farmers  from 
Capriati  al  Volturno  and  Prata  San- 
nita,  like  the  Marandola,  Parrillo,  La 
Fazia,  Caruolo,  Cappelli  and  others; 
groups  of  street  organ  players,  special¬ 
ized  artists  and  the  like.  In  other  words, 
the  early  Italians  who  came  here  up 
to  the  70’s  were  a  few  isolated  groups. 
Not  till  the  80’s  did  Italians  take  a 
front  place  as  an  immigratory  people. 
From  the  80  s  until  1914  it  contributed 
lavishly  in  augmenting  the  population 
of  Rhode  Island. 

The  Italian  colony  of  Providence 
commenced  life  as  a  compact  group 
about  1 880  with  immigrants  mainly 
from  Barga,  Basilicata,  Ciorlano,  Cap¬ 
riati  al  Volturno,  Fontegreca,  Froso- 
lone,  Genoa,  Lucca,  Pietravairano, 
Prata  Sannita,  Raviscanina.  They 
had  settled  on  Spruce  street.  Acorn 
street.  Cedar  street  and  on  Dean  street ; 
in  the  vicinity  of  Brayton  avenue. 
Smaller  groups  appeared  about  the 
same  time  on  Charles  street.  Eagle 
Park,  Thornton,  and  some  few  farmers 
at  Simmonsville. 

It  was  in  the  struggling  period  of 
the  80’s,  at  a  time  when  they  were 
poor,  unknown,  and  misunderstood,  and 
were  met  with  suspicion,  contempt  and 
hostility  when  they  landed  here  that  the 
Societa  di  Unione  e  Benevolenza  Ital- 
iana  (Italian  Union  and  Benevolence 
Society)  was  founded.  It  was  estab¬ 
lished  on  January  8,  1881,  and  char¬ 
tered  on  May  30,  1  882.  The  history 
of  this  famous  mutual  aid  and  fraternal 
society  is  rooted  with  the  early  history 
of  the  establishing  of  the  Italian  colony 
in  Rhode  Island.  Its  founders  were 
poor  in  this  world’s  goods,  but  strong  in 


their  faith  and  devotion  to  their  new 
adopted  country. 

The  early  immigrants  from  Liguria, 
such  as  the  Maurani,  the  Arduini,  and 
the  Calcagni  (Cannon)  ;  and  the  early 
immigrants  from  Tuscany,  such  as  the 
Mioni,  the  Iaccheri  (Yockery),  the 
Galeuzzi,  the  Vennetti,  the  Favale  and 
the  Piacentini,  mixed  easily  with  the 
Yankees  and  Celts  and  marriages  took 
place. 

The  founders  of  the  small  Italian 
colony  whose  names  are  recorded  here, 
and  others  whose  names  are  unknown, 
were  God-fearing  men,  simple  and 
hardy,  full  of  pluck  and  determination 
to  succeed.  They  seemed  to  have  been 
divinely  chosen  as  the  men  most  fit 
to  lay  the  foundation  of  this  great 
group  of  Italian-Americans,  now  an 
integral  part  of  the  citizenry  of  our 
beloved  state  of  Rhode  Island.  These 
pioneers  were  Italians,  from  rural  dis¬ 
tricts  of  Italy.  They  loved  their  native 
land,  but  being  dissatisfied  with  eco¬ 
nomic  conditions  at  that  time  prevailing 
in  Italy,  they  withdrew  from  it  and 
immigrated  to  the  United  States,  the 
land  of  liberty.  By  their  courage,  sacri¬ 
fice,  industry  and  loyalty,  they  became 
American  citizens  and  won  a  home  in 
the  land  of  Roger  Williams,  a  sacred 
heritage,  which  they  have  passed  on  to 
their  children. 

These  are  some  of  the  early  pioneers 
who  settled  in  Providence  and  vicinity 
around  the  late  70’s  and  in  the  early 
80’s,  who  did  a  great  deal  in  laying 
the  foundation  and  to  start  their  in¬ 
coming  fellow  countrymen  on  the  road 
to  building  up  the  present  Italo-Ameri- 
can  community. 

George  Arduini  (Ardoene),  Ferdi- 
nando  Avallone,  Batastini,  Bagaglia, 
Amico  Barone,  Antonio  Barone,  Frank 
Barone,  Rocco  Barone,  Saverio  Ba¬ 
rone,  Alberico  Bucci,  Cosmo  Bucci, 
Vincenzo  Bufalo,  Luigi  Burlando, 
Campanini,  Cappalli,  Cappelli,  Capro- 
ni,  Castronuovo,  Castiglioni,  Alfonso 
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Cambio,  Lelio  Caruolo,  Celia,  Corbi, 
Francesco  Cardarelli,  Calcagni  (Can¬ 
non),  Nicola  Caldarone,  Catelli,  Del 
Ponte,  Frank  Di  Grado,  Angelo  De 
Pasquale,  Giuseppe  DeGrazia,  Luigi 
De  Luca,  D’Acchioli,  Di  Iorio,  Teo- 
doro  De  Nicola,  G.  De  Benedictis,  An¬ 
tonio  De  Angelis,  Peter  Del  Matto, 
Delfino,  Domenico  Di  Luglio,  Dom¬ 
enico  Ferrara,  Luigi  Ferri,  Andrea 
Forloni,  Andrea  Festa,  Angelo  Fra- 
tantuono,  Figallo,  G.  Gasperi,  Thomas 
Gattone,  Giusti,  Frank  Gerardi,  Ga- 
leuzzi,  G.  Iannetta,  Iacovone  (Jack- 
vony),  Landi,  Michael  La  Fauci, 
Thomas  Mancini,  Luigi  Mainella,  Mel- 
fi,  G.  Migliaccio,  Louis  Mioni,  Peter 
Masso,  Costantino  Muccino,  Maran- 
dola,  Giovanni  Maroelli,  Antonio  Ma- 
riani,  John  Marchi,  Pasquale  Mastro- 
buono,  Alfonso  Martellucci,  Giacinto 
Pastilli,  Pietro  Pescatore,  Luigi  Pia- 
centini,  Pettine,  Michele  Pelosi,  Leon¬ 
ardo  Pennuzzi,  Lorenzo  Pennelh,  Pas¬ 
quale  Picchione,  Francesco  Parrillo, 
Baldassare  Parrillo,  Oreste  Rigali,  An¬ 
gelo  Rossi,  Felice  Russillo,  Giuseppe 
Russillo,  Gennaro  Russillo,  Donato 
Russillo,  Alfonso  Ricci,  Nicola  San- 
tangini,  G.  Schettini,  Simomni,  Henry 
C.  Salandri,  Ernesto  Federico  Scuncio, 
Pietro  Spadaro,  Frank  Storti,  Joseph 
Storti,  Peter  Storti,  Vincenzo  Storti, 
Michael  St.  Angelo,  Leopoldo  Telia 
(Taylor),  Joseph  Tuzio,  Alfonso  Tas- 
ca,  Frank  P.  Ventrone,  Antonio  Vitale, 
Agostino  Vitale,  Vennetti,  Vincenti, 
Domenico  Votta,  Pasquale  Votta,  Vot- 
olato,  Zambarano,  Pasquale  Zoglio, 
and  others  whose  names  cannot  be  re¬ 
called. 

MAURAN,  Joseph  Carlo 

(Giuseppe  Carlo  Maurani) 

The  Mauran  family  is  inseparably 
wrapped  with  the  early  history  of 
Rhode  Island.  Giuseppe  Carlo  Mau¬ 
rani,  ancestor  and  founder  of  the  Mau¬ 
ran  family  in  Rhode  Island,  was  born 


on  June  3,  1  748  in  Villafranca  in 
the  Province  of  Nice,  then  a  part  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Savoy  in  north  west¬ 
ern  Italy. 

About  1  760  Mauran  was  sailing 
with  a  young  relative  in  the  Med¬ 
iterranean  Sea  in  a  small  vessel  be¬ 
longing  to  his  uncle  and  bound  for 
Sardinia,  when  the  vessel  was  over¬ 
hauled  by  a  British  man-of-war  and 
the  two  boys  were  impressed  into  the 
British  service  as  cabin  boys.  The  other 
boy,  whose  name  was  Sucket,  died 
of  small  pox.  After  about  two  years 
of  captivity  the  ship  on  which  Mauran 
was  cabin  boy  came  into  New  London 
Harbor.  Young  Mauran  was  in  the 
bow  of  the  boat  that  went  ashore  for 
water  and  as  the  boat  touched  the  land 
he  sprang  out  and  ran  to  a  field  where 
some  farmers  drove  the  sailors  away 
and  helped  him  to  make  good  his  es¬ 
cape.  He  first  came  to  Westerly, 
Rhode  Island,  where  he  found  a  home 
in  the  family  of  Daniel  Maxon. 

Leaving  Westerly  in  1  768,  Mauran 
went  to  Barrington  (then  a  part  of 
Warren)  and  entered  the  employ  of 
Joshua  Bicknell,  a  farmer.  In  1772 
Mauran  married  Mr.  Bicknell’s  daugh¬ 
ter  Olive.  She  received  at  her  marriage 
a  parcel  of  land  on  the  Barrington 
river  just  south  of  the  old  White 
Church,  and  there  the  Maurans  built 
their  house  and  made  their  home. 

Mauran  served  with  distinction  in 
the  war  for  American  independence. 
In  1775  the  Rhode  Island  General 
Assembly  ordered  the  construction  of 
two  “row  galleys”  or  gunboats,  the 
“Washington  ”  and  the  “Spitfire”,  each 
to  carry  sixty  men,  but  afterwards 
reduced  to  fifty.  In  March  1776,  Mau¬ 
ran  then  only  28  years  of  age,  was 
placed  in  command  of  the  Spitfire, 
which,  with  the  Washington,  had  sev¬ 
eral  engagements  with  the  British.  In 
April  1776,  the  two  vessels  were  sent 
to  New  York  to  be  placed  under  the 
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orders  of  General  Washington,  but 
soon  returned. 

The  Washington  was  “blown  up” 
in  April  1777  but  she  was  soon  re¬ 
paired  and  rigged  as  a  schooner,  and 
in  June  1777  Captain  Mauran  was 
placed  in  command  of  her. 

In  May  1 778,  a  body  of  British 
and  Hessian  troups  attacked  Warren 
and  burned  a  number  of  boats,  includ¬ 
ing  the  Washington  which  was  under¬ 
going  repairs  in  the  Kickemuit  River 
east  of  the  town.  The  British  then 
went  to  Bristol  and  burned  a  number 
of  houses  but  before  they  could  destroy 
the  entire  village  they  were  attacked 
by  an  armed  force  of  Americans  and 
driven  back  to  their  landing  place. 
It  is  said  that  Captain  Mauran  played 
an  important  part  in  this  engagement 
by  bringing  up  a  cannon  which  did 
heavy  damage  to  the  invaders.  Later 
in  the  war  Captain  Mauran  was  in 
command  of  the  privateer  schooner 
Weazle,  bearing  letters  of  marque  and 
reprisal  from  the  Governor  of  Rhode 
Island. 

After  serving  in  the  war.  Captain 
Mauran  was  the  master  of  various 
vessels  in  ocean  commerce  but  finally 
retired  from  his  sea-faring  life  and 
spent  his  later  years  in  Barrington, 
where  he  died  in  his  65th  year  on 
May  1,  1813. 


MAURAN,  Joseph,  M.D. 

The  son  of  Joseph  Carlo  Mauran 
(Giuseppe  Carlo  Maurani)  and  Olive 
(Bicknell)  Mauran,  was  born  in  Bar¬ 
rington,  R.  I.,  December  22,  1 796. 
He  was  of  Italian  descent  on  his  fath¬ 
er’s  side.  His  father  was  a  native  of 
Villafranca,  near  Nice,  Italy. 

Joseph  Mauran  was  a  graduate  of 
Brown  University,  class  of  1816.  He 
studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Pardon 
Bowen,  attended  medical  lectures  in 
the  Medical  School  of  Brown  Uni¬ 
versity,  and  finished  his  course  of  study 


at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur¬ 
geons  in  New  York,  which  conferred 
upon  him  his  degree  in  March,  1819. 
He  devoted  himself  with  great  diligence 
and  success  to  his  profession,  securing 
a  very  large  practice  in  Providence 
and  its  neighborhood.  He  relinquished 
his  practice  entirely  when  he  had 
reached  the  seventieth  year  of  his  age, 
and  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  time 
in  New  York  or  at  the  South.  During 
his  long  professional  life  in  Providence, 
Dr.  Mauran  interested  himself  in  many 
ways  in  departments  of  service  con¬ 
nected  with  his  profession.  He  was  one 
of  the  consulting  physicians  of  the 
Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  and 
a  medical  attendant  at  the  Dexter  Asy¬ 
lum.  Twice  he  was  elected  President 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society. 
Of  the  college  in  New  York  which 
had  conferred  on  him  his  degree,  he 
was  a  Trustee.  The  present  system  of 
the  Registration  of  Marriages,  Births, 
and  Deaths,  and  the  office  of  Super¬ 
intendent  of  Health,  are  due  to  his 
interest  in  everything  that  concerned 
the  sanitary  condition  of  Providence. 
He  took  a  great  interest  in  the  found¬ 
ing  of  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital. 

He  married  in  October,  1  820,  So¬ 
phia  (Russell)  Sterry,  who  died  in 
August,  1854.  Dr.  Mauran  died  in 
New  York  City,  June  8,  1873,  in 
the  seventy-seventh  year  of  his  age. 

(From  Biographical  Cyclopedia  of  R.  I., 
Vol.  1,  Page  263). 


D’ARCAIS,  Guglielmo 

A  native  of  Sardinia,  Italy,  was 
a  distinguished  Italian  scholar  who  vis¬ 
ited  the  United  States  in  the  early  80’s. 
He  was  a  professor  of  the  Italian 
language  and  literature  at  Brown  Uni¬ 
versity  from  1 885  to  1 888.  He  was 
a  close  friend  of  the  late  Dr.  V.  L. 
Raia.  James  M.  Gillrain,  of  the  R.  I. 
bar  was  one  of  his  students  at  Brown. 
Following  his  resignation  at  Brown  he 
went  to  California. 
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COLUMBUS  DAY  IN 
RHODE  ISLAND 

Columbus  Day  was  celebrated  for 
the  first  time  in  Providence  on  Friday, 
October  21,  1892,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  400th  anniversary  of  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  America  by  Christopher  Col¬ 
umbus. 

Tire  City  and  State  paid  a  brilliant 
and  impressive  tribute  to  the  discoverer 
of  America.  In  the  morning  there  was 
a  military  parade,  which  included 
school  children  from  all  the  grammar 
and  high  schools. 

In  the  afternoon  there  was  an  Ital¬ 
ian  parade,  which  included  all  the 
Italian  societies  existing  at  that  time. 
A  banquet,  reception  and  dance  were 
held  in  the  evening  at  Infantry  Hall. 

The  banquet  was  served  under  the 
direction  of  L.  Burlando,  the  well 
known  caterer  of  College  street.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  banquet  speeches  were  made 
exalting  the  achievements  of  Columbus. 
Included  among  the  speakers  were  Mi¬ 
chele  Pesaturo,  who  in  his  opening 
address  saluted  Columbus  as  the  first 
Italian  immigrant  to  the  New  World, 
and  Dr.  V.  L.  Raia,  who  assured  the 
State  and  City  officials  that  the  Italian 
immigrants  then  landing  in  these  shores 
in  large  numbers  would  become  loyal 
and  useful  American  citizens.  Mr. 
Pesaturo’s  little  son,  Ubaldo,  recited 
an  appropriate  poem  dedicated  to  the 
United  States  and  Italy. 

Some  of  the  leading  Italians  who 
took  an  active  part  in  that  celebra¬ 
tion  were:  John  Caproni,  Henry  Cap- 
roni,  Arthur  R.  Smith  (Attilio  Falte- 
ra),  Alberico  Bucci,  Joseph  Favali, 
L.  Iaccheri,  Michele  Pesaturo,  Frank 
Raia,  Dr.  V.  L.  Raia,  Peter  Simoni- 
ni,  V.  Storti,  P.  Spadaro,  Alfonso 
Cambio,  Frank  P.  Ventrone  and  others. 

The  municipal  celebration  on  that 
day  in  point  of  magnitude  and  per¬ 
fection  in  detail,  stands  unrivaled  in 
the  annals  of  commemorative  demon¬ 
strations. 


It  was  not  until  47  years  later,  that 
is,  on  Thursday,  October  1 2,  1 939, 
that  Columbus  Day  was  celebrated  for 
the  first  time  as  a  full  legal  holiday  in 
Rhode  Island. 

The  highlights  of  the  celebration  in 
Providence  was  a  big  parade  in  the 
afternoon,  watched  by  thousands  of 
spectators  lining  downtown  streets,  in 
which  police  estimated  4000  to  5000 
marched.  Prizes  were  awarded  to  the 
best  floats  and  musical  organizations 
in  the  parade  and  afterwards  exercises 
were  held  on  the  State  House  steps, 
with  Governor  William  H.  Vanderbilt 
heading  the  list  of  speakers. 

Other  Parades 

Woonsocket  and  Natick  held  pa¬ 
rades  in  the  morning  and  in  Westerly 
there  was  a  parade  in  the  afternoon, 
while  Newport  observed  the  day  with 
band  concerts.  The  Order  of  the  Sons 
of  Italy  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus 
conducted  exercises  at  the  Columbus 
monument,  at  Elmwood  and  Reservoir 
avenues,  and  numerous  sports  events 
marked  the  day. 

Governor  Gives  Address 

Governor  Vanderbilt  in  his  address 
at  the  State  House  reminded  the  audi¬ 
ence  of  several  hundred  who  gathered 
there  that  all  in  this  country  or  their 
ancestors  were  immigrants,  and  whether 
they  landed  at  Plymouth  or  Ellis  Island 
all  are  Americans  and  instrumental  in 
making  this  nation. 

Other  speakers  were  Mayor  John 
F.  Collins,  Cav.  Luigi  Scala  of  the 
Order  of  Sons  of  Italy;  Vincent  Scr- 
rentino,  director  of  the  Department  of 
Social  Welfare;  former  Governor  Rob¬ 
ert  E.  Quinn,  John  C.  Tanner,  District 
Deputy  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus, 
and  Erminio  Migliori,  chairman  of  the 
exercises,  representing  the  Columbian 
Central  Committee. 

Frank  P.  Andreano,  President  of 
the  Columbian  Central  Committee,  took 
a  bow  after  being  introduced  as  the 
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“father  of  Columbus  Day”  by  Aider- 
man  Frank  Rao,  master  of  ceremonies. 

Mayor  Collins,  emphasizing  that 
Columbus  had  a  purpose  and  carried 
it  out,  recalled  how  the  famous  navi¬ 
gator  had,  upon  landing  on  this  con¬ 
tinent,  planted  the  cross  as  an  evidence 
of  his  faith  in  the  Almighty.  The 
Mayor  stressed  the  opportunities  open 
to  people  today,  compared  to  the  time 
of  Columbus,  and  said  what  the  dis¬ 
coverer  did  for  humanity  must  always 
be  remembered. 

Cav.  Scala,  who  spoke  in  Italian, 
said  that  the  nationality  of  Columbus 
did  not  much  matter,  “for  the  glory 
that  he  brought  upon  himself  by  his 
intrepid  voyages  and  discoveries  sur¬ 
passes  that  of  every  man  of  his  day 
and  removes  him  from  the  mere  sphere 
of  a  national  figure  to  place  him  in  the 
realm  of  those  few  great  souls  who 
have  served  humanity,  revolutionized 
the  life  and  the  habits  of  the  entire 
world,  and  laid  the  foundations  of 
new  civilizations  that  will  perpetuate 
his  name  throughout  time.” 

Mr.  Sorrentino  declared  the  discov¬ 
ery  and  subsequent  settlement  of  Amer¬ 
ica  did  much  for  the  ideal  of  democ¬ 
racy,  and  it  was  doubtful  if  this  idea 
would  have  been  taken  seriously  had 
not  America  been  discovered. 

Cave  Thanks  to  Cod 

Columbus,  declared  former  Gover¬ 
nor  Quinn,  made  the  most  memorable 
voyage  in  the  history  of  the  world, 
and  the  first  thing  the  voyagers  did 
when  they  landed  was  to  kneel  down 
and  give  thanks  to  Almighty  God. 

He  said  the  significant  thing  about 
the  American  nation  is  that  its  people 
believe  in  God,  democracy  and  religious 
liberty. 

Mr.  Migliori,  speaking  briefly,  com¬ 
mended  all  who  had  waged  the  suc¬ 
cessful  fight  to  have  the  day  established 
as  a  full  holiday. 


Governor  Vanderbilt,  accompanied 
by  his  military  aide,  Lieut.  Albert  Car- 
lotti,  and  Mayor  Collins,  who  marched 
in  the  parade  at  the  outset,  dropped 
out  of  the  line  upon  reaching  City 
Hall  and  took  their  places  on  the  re¬ 
viewing  stand. 

Also  leaving  the  line  at  City  Hail 
were  Alderman  Rao,  chairman,  and 
members  of  the  City  Council  commit¬ 
tee  on  the  Columbus  Day  observance. 

On  Reviewing  Stand 

Included  among  others  on  the  re¬ 
viewing  stand  were  Aldermen  John  E. 
Duggan  and  Charles  H.  Eden;  Coun- 
cilmen  James  F.  McCaffrey,  Frank 
H.  Brady,  Thomas  J.  Tooney,  Ph.lip 
V.  Marcus,  Albert  C.  Rider,  Walter 

E.  O’Neil,  A.  Smith  Mitchell,  Jamesj 

F.  Jackson,  Alf  R.  Ferreira  and  Hen¬ 
ry  J.  Donovan ;  former  Councilman 
Paul  D’Agenica,  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  Thomas  F.  Coleman, 
Jr.,  Francis  A.  Chapman,  chief  clerk 
in  the  office  of  Governor  Vanderbilt, 
and  Representative  Bernard  I.  McEl- 
roy. 

Other  members  of  the  City  Council 
in  line  near  the  lead  as  the  parade 
got  under  way,  serving  as  members 
of  the  honorary  staff  of  Capt.  Angelo 
Martella,  chief  marshal,  were  Aider- 
man  Thomas  S.  Luongo  and  Council 
President  William  C.  Coleman,  Coun- 
cilmen  Anthony  Viola,  Jr.,  Umberto 
Patalano,  Stanley  W.  Phillips,  Vincent 
A.  Bucci  and  Ralph  Matera.  Deputy 
City  Clerk  Fred  Colagiovanni,  clerk  of 
the  Columbus  Day  committee,  was  in 
the  group. 

Others  prominent  in  the  large  staff 
were  Lieutenant  Governor  James  O. 
McManus,  Representative  James  H. 
Kiernan,  U.  S.  Attorney  J.  Howard 
McGrath,  Francis  Chiaverini,  former 
chief  of  the  Division  of  Public  Build¬ 
ings,  and  Dr.  Wasili  Leps,  director 
of  the  Providence  Symphony  Orchestra. 


Italo-Americans  of  Rhode  Island 


15 


HOLY  GHOST  CHURCH 


HOLY  GHOST  CHURCH 

The  oldest  and  largest  Italian  parish 
in  Rhode  Island. 

1  889.  Holy  Ghost  Church  organ¬ 
ized  by  Rev.  Luigi  Paroli,  its  first 
pastor. 

1 890.  First  edifice  was  blessed 
and  dedicated  on  August  1  7,  1  890. 

1892.  Rev.  Antonio  Franchi  be¬ 
comes  pastor. 

1894.  Rev.  Paolo  Novati  fills  the 


place  held  by  Rev.  Franchi.  During 
the  interval  which  elapsed  between 
1894-1905,  was  a  period  of  intensive 
expans  on  and  growth  under  Rev.  No¬ 
vati. 

1901.  Corner  stone  of  the  new 
Holy  Ghost  Church  dedicated  by  Bish¬ 
op  Scalabrim  of  Piacenza. 

1  905.  Rev.  Domenico  Belhotti  be¬ 
comes  pastor. 

1910.  New  temple  of  Holy  Ghost 
opened  to  the  public. 
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1  920.  Rev.  Angelo  Strazzoni  be¬ 
comes  pastor. 

1  9 22.  Rev.  Flaminio  Parenti  be¬ 
came  pastor  of  Holy  Ghost  Church  in 
February,  1  922. 

Rev.  Flaminio  Parenti,  present  pas¬ 
tor  of  Holy  Ghost  Church  was  born 
in  Piacenza,  Italy,  December  4,  1885. 
When  eleven  years  old,  he  entered  the 
College  of  Missionaries  of  San  Carlo 
Boromeo,  founded  by  Most  Reverend 
Giovanni  B.  Scalabrini,  Archbishop  of 
Piacenza.  Father  Parenti  was  ordained 
to  the  priesthood  on  September  1 9, 
1 908,  and  for  the  following  eight 
months  he  served  as  rector  pro  tempore 
of  the  college  where  he  had  studied. 

The  young  missionary  came  to  the 
United  States  in  May  1 909,  and  for 
more  than  eleven  years  discharged  his 
mission  with  distinction  at  the  church 
of  The  Madonna  of  Pompeii  in  New 
Y ork  City.  In  1  920  he  became  acting 
pastor  of  St.  Michael’s  Church  in  New 
Haven,  Connecticut,  and  later,  in  that 
same  year,  he  was  appointed  pastor 
of  the  church  of  San  Bartolomeo  in 
Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

Father  Parenti  has  been  pastor  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  parish  since  February 
1 922.  His  parishioners  cannot  ade¬ 
quately  express  in  words  the  deep  af¬ 
fection  that  they  entertain  for  him  be¬ 
cause  of  his  untiring  efforts  in  the 
cause  of  their  spiritual  and  material 
welfare.  He  has  led  them  to  renewed 
faith  in  the  religion  of  their  forefathers, 
which,  from  the  See  at  Rome,  spreads 
eternally  the  gospel  of  truth,  love  and 
justice  throughout  the  world. 

During  his  pastorate,  Father  Parenti 
has  reorganized  existing  church  societies 
and  founded  new  ones.  The  Holy 
Name  Society,  The  Children  of  Mary, 
the  societies  of  St.  Agnes,  St.  Aloysius, 
St.  Vincent  de  Paul,  St..  Ann’s,  The 


Immaculate  Conception,  The  Junior 
Holy  Name,  The  Sunday  School 
Teachers,  and  the  Catholic  Club  have 
flourished  under  his  able  guidance. 

Upon  being  named  pastor  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  parish.  Father  Parenti  im¬ 
mediately  began  to  improve  and  add 
to  the  property  of  the  parish.  While 
restoring  the  church  in  July  1922,  he 
purchased  property  on  Ridge  street, 
which,  by  June  1  923,  became  the  Holy 
Ghost  Parochial  School,  with  accomo¬ 
dation  for  instruction  up  to  the  sixth 
grammar  grade.  Three  class-rooms  were 
added  to  this  school  building  in  May 
1925,  thereby  making  it  possible  for 
the  children  of  the  parish  to  secure  a 
full  junior  high  school  education. 

In  May  1927,  Father  Parenti  be¬ 
gan  erecting  a  new  rectory,  and,  while 
this  work  was  going  on,  he  modernized 
the  entrance  and  doors  of  the  church. 
The  rectory  was  finished  in  December 
of  that  year.  But,  these  substantial  un¬ 
dertakings  were  still  inadequate  for  the 
full  accomplishment  of  his  purposes. 
Shortly  thereafter  he  provided  an  am¬ 
ple  and  comfortable  home  on  church 
property  immediately  adjoining  the 
school  for  the  good  sisters,  who  devote 
their  lives  in  imparting  an  American 
education  under  the  fostering  light  of 
the  Catholic  religion. 

In  1 939,  the  50th  anniversary  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  parish.  Father  Parenti 
refinished  the  whole  interior  of  the 
church  in  marble  and  with  artistic  mural 
paintings.  A  beautiful  marble  altar,  do¬ 
nated  by  Mr.  Michael  A.  Gammino, 
is  being  constructed  in  Italy  and  will 
be  installed  as  soon  as  it  reaches  Provi¬ 
dence. 

In  1930,  Father  Parenti  received 
the  decoration  of  Chevalier  of  the 
Crown  from  the  King  of  Italy.  He  is 
serving  with  zeal,  character  and  loyalty 
the  Church  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
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HOLY  GHOST  MARKS 
GOLDEN  JUBILEE 

The  golden  jubilee  of  Holy  Ghost 
Church,  Atwells  avenue  and  Knight 
street,  “mother  church”  in  this  diocese 
of  upward  of  1 00,000  residents  of 
Italian  extraction,  was  observed  on  Sun¬ 
day,  November  1 9,  1 939,  by  Most 
Rev.  Francis  P.  Keough,  D.D.,  Bish¬ 
op  of  Providence,  who  pontificated  at 
a  Solemn  High  Mass  of  Thanksgiving 
in  that  church. 

Bishop  Keough  was  given  an  en¬ 
thusiastic  reception  by  hundreds  who 
lined  the  way  from  the  rectory  to  the 
church,  to  witness  the  religious  pro¬ 
cessions  before  and  after  Mass.  Scores 
knelt  to  receive  Bishop  Keough’s  bless¬ 
ing  and  to  kiss  his  ring  during  the 
ceremony.  Four  pages,  dressed  in  vel¬ 
vet  uniforms,  held  the  bishop’s  cope 
as  he  passed  on  his  way  to  church. 

The  guard  of  honor,  led  by  Associ¬ 
ate  Justice  Antonio  A.  Capotosto  of 
the  State  Supreme  Court,  included 
former  Secretary  of  State  Liuis  W. 
Cappelli,  Alderman  Thomas  S.  Lungo, 
Antonio  Di  Folco,  Joseph  Gattone, 
Dr.  William  P.  D’Ugo,  Dr.  Vincent 
J.  Oddo,  Dr.  Salvatore  Castallo,  Mi¬ 
chael  A.  Gammino  and  Henry  Ise. 

Guests  of  the  pastor.  Rev.  Flaminio 
Parenti,  included  Dr.  Vincenzo  Ver- 
derosa,  acting  Italian  vice  consul,  rep¬ 
resenting  the  Italian  government. 

Rev.  Nazzareno  Properzi,  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  provincial  superior  of  the  Scala- 
brinian  order,  which  founded  and  still 
maintains  the  church,  delivered  the  ser¬ 
mon  in  which  he  reviewed  the  50  years’ 
service  of  the  parish.  Congratulations 
were  sent  by  Raffaele  Cardinal  Rossi, 
superior  general  of  the  Scalabrinian 
Order. 

The  Apostolic  Benediction,  trans¬ 
mitted  by  the  Apostolic  Delegate,  was 
read  by  Rt.  Rev.  Msgr.  P.  E.  Bless¬ 
ing,  D.D.,  V.G. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Mass  the 


Bishop  addressed  the  congregation  con¬ 
gratulating  the  pastor  and  the  parish¬ 
ioners  on  the  completion  of  fifty  years 
of  parish  life.  He  praised  the  faith 
of  the  original  parishioners  and  urged 
the  same  spirit  of  loyalty  and  devotion 
on  the  part  of  the  present  generation 
of  parishioners. 

Assisting  the  Bishop  were  Rt.  Rev. 
Msgr.  P.  E.  Blessing,  D.D.,  V.G., 
assistant  priest;  Rev.  Austin  O’Toole 
and  Rev.  James  R.  Bartley,  deacons 
of  honor;  Rev.  Arnoldo  Vanoli,  P.S. 
S.C.,  deacon  of  the  Mass;  Rev.  Louis 
B.  D’Aleno,  sub  deacon  of  the  Mass; 
Rev.  Peter  Gorret,  P.S.S.C.,  thurifer; 
Rev.  Domenic  Chechia,  O.F.M.,  boat 
bearer ;  Rev.  Cesare  Schettini  and  Rev. 
Beni  Di  Mascolo,  acolytes ;  Rev.  Al¬ 
bert  Leveille,  mitre  bearer;  Rev.  T.  D. 
Oliveira,  crosier  bearer;  Rev.  John  L. 
Drury,  book  bearer  and  Rev.  Raphael 
Larcher,  P.S.S.C.,  gremiale  bearer. 

The  musical  program: 

Pontifical  Mass  Processional,  Ecce 
Sacerdos  Magnus,  G.  Camilloni  Mass 
dedicated  to  the  Holy  Ghost,  Veni 
Sancte  Spiritus,  G.  Camilloni;  Introito, 
Graduale,  Offertory  and  Communion, 
Proper  of  the  Mass. 

The  choir  of  25  voices  was  aug¬ 
mented  by  four  string  instruments.  Choir 
members:  Mrs.  Joseph  Ricci,  Mrs.  Jo¬ 
seph  Impagliazzo,  Mrs.  Thomas  Ricci, 
the  Misses  Rose  Querceto,  Evelyn  Sar- 
cione,  Josephine  Gar  zone,  Catherine 
Spirito,  Palmina  Trabucco,  Angelina 
Simone,  Josephine  Langella,  Columbia 
DiNardi,  Amelia  Urciuoli,  Adele  Gon- 
nella,  Albert  Martellucci,  Alderico  Ca- 
ruolo,  Anthony  Meola,  Vincent  Calitri, 
Armando  Mauro,  Henry  Quaranto, 
Vincent  Marinosci,  Thomas  Ricci,  Jo¬ 
seph  Impagliazzo,  Alfred  Ise,  Joseph 
Regine,  Luigi  Ruggieri.  Choir  under 
direction  of  Miss  Adele  A.  Gonnella, 
organist. 

Among  those  taking  part  were  Ores- 
to  Di  Saia,  church  trustee  and  archi¬ 
tect,  who  designed  the  renovations ;  Gi- 
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orgio  De  Felice,  artist,  who  painted  the 
murals ;  Prof.  Victor  Zucchi,  who  de¬ 
signed  the  indirect  lighting  system,  and 
Salvatore  Chiappinelli,  benefactor  and 
trustee. 

Ushers  were  Ralph  D’Atri,  John 
Marotta,  Francis  Monti,  Dr.  Charles 
Spacagna,  Robert  C.  Laurelli,  Ugo 
Gasbarro,  Anthony  Tarro,  Stanley 
Monti,  Philip  Leonelli,  Joseph  Ricci, 
Fred  Brosco,  John  Vingi,  Catello  Sor- 
rentino  and  Eleuterio  Simonelli. 


ST.  ANN’S  CHURCH 

One  of  the  greatest  Italian  churches 
in  New  England. 

1895.  Through  the  efforts  of  Rev. 
Paolo  Novati,  Pastor  of  Holy  Ghost 
Church,  St.  Ann”s  Mission  was  or¬ 
ganized.  Rev.  Triolo  was  named  as 
curate,  who  remained  there  in  charge 
until  1901. 

1901.  Rev.  Anthony  Bove  was 
placed  in  charge  on  December  6,  1  901 . 

1 906.  The  mission  was  declared 
a  parish. 

1  907.  Rev.  Anthony  Bove  was  ap¬ 
pointed  its  first  pastor 

1 909.  Corner  stone  of  the  present 
church  was  laid. 

1910.  The  new  church  dedicated 
by  Bishop  Harkins. 

1917.  A  large  parochial  school 
was  dedicated  by  Most  Rev.  John 
Bonzano,  Apostolic  Delegate  to  the 
United  States. 

1931.  Mgr.  Anthony  Bove  died 
in  his  full  maturity  on  December  14, 
1931. 

1  933.  Rev.  Beni  Di  Mascolo,  was 
appointed  pastor  on  February  24,  1  933 
becoming  the  successor  of  the  late  Mgr. 
Bove. 

Rev.  Beni  Di  Mascolo,  present  pas¬ 
tor  of  St.  Ann’s  Church,  was  bom  in 
Itri,  Province  of  Rome,  Italy,  April  4, 
1  896,  the  son  of  Gaetano  and  Maria 
Civita  (Cardi)  Di  Mascolo.  In  the 
United  States  since  1904.  Educated 
at  La  Salle  Academy  (gr.  1915); 


St.  Charles’  College,  Baltimore,  Md., 
(gr.  1917);  St.  Bernard’s  Seminary, 
Rochester,  N.  Y.  (gr.  1921);  Semi- 
nario  Maggiore,  Rome,  Italy.  Ordained 
in  Rome  by  H.  E.  Cardinal  Pompili, 
March  31,  1923.  Pastor,  St.  Ann’s 
Church,  Providence,  since  February 

24,  1933. 

Formerly  assistant  with  Mons.  Cav. 
Uff.  Anthony  Bove  at  St.  Ann’s 
Church,  1924-27  and  pastor  of  St. 
Anthony’s  Church,  Woonsocket,  R.  I., 
1927-33.  Organized  the  only  Italian 
Church  in  Woonsocket ;  built  there  a 
new  beautiful  church  and  rectory ;  led 
that  Italian  community  to  a  high  stand¬ 
ard  of  religious,  educational  and  social 
life ;  was  preparing  to  provide  that  pro¬ 
gressive  community  with  a  convent  of 
Italo-American  Sisters  and  a  Paro¬ 
chial  school  when  promoted  to  his 
present  position.  In  his  new  parish  he 
continued  and  developed  the  splendid 
work  of  his  predecessor ;  improved  the 
building  and  properties  of  the  Parish ; 
increased  and  expanded  its  organiza¬ 
tion  ;  started  and  encouraged  a  new 
youth  movement ;  founded  the  Bove 
Memorial  as  a  social  center;  fostered 
all  kinds  of  patriotic  endeavors ;  pro¬ 
moted  the  teaching  of  the  Italian  lan¬ 
guage  to  the  children  of  his  Parish. 

A  leader  in  all  civic  and  patriotic 
movements,  and  his  unselfish  devotion 
to  his  parish  has  brought  stupendous 
rewards  in  growth  and  progress,  and 
won  him  a  high  place  in  the  esteem 
of  the  community. 


OUR  LADY  OF  MOUNT 
CARMEL  CHURCH 

On  Brayton  avenue  and  Spruce 
street. 

1 920.  Holy  Ghost  parish  was  di¬ 
vided  by  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Hickey  and 
the  new  parish  of  Our  Lady  of  Mt. 
Carmel  was  established. 

1920.  Rev.  Nicola  Armento  was 
appointed  first  pastor.  For  three  months 
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he  celebrated  Holy  Mass  in  the  base¬ 
ment  of  the  Cathedral. 

1921.  Bishop  Hickey  purchased 
the  Benevolence  Hall  on  the  corner 
of  Spruce  street  and  Brayton  avenue, 
as  a  site  for  the  erection  of  a  new 
church. 

1921.  Masses  were  said  in  the  new 
temporary  church. 

1925.  The  corner  stone  for  this 
new  church  was  laid  with  appropriate 
ceremonies  on  April  26,  1925.  His 
lordship  Bishop  Hickey,  presiding. 

1925.  The  new  church  was  dedi¬ 
cated  on  July  12,  1925,  by  Bishop 
Hickey. 

1 930.  Rev.  Louis  D’Aleno  was 
appointed  pastor  in  April,  1930. 

Rev.  D’Aleno,  the  present  pastor 
of  Our  Lady  of  Mt.  Carmel  Church, 
was  born  in  Providence,  on  February 
3,  1897,  the  son  of  Michele  and  Teo- 
dolinda  (Leonelli)  D’Aleno,  both  na¬ 
tives  of  Frosolone,  Province  of  Campo- 
basso,  Italy. 

Father  D’Aleno  was  educated  in 
the  Providence  public  schools.  La  Salle 
Academy,  St.  Charles’  College,  Cat- 
onsville,  Md. ;  St.  Mary’s  Seminary, 
Baltimore,  Md. ;  Seminario  Pontificio 
Romano  Maggiore,  Rome,  Italy.  Or¬ 
dained  at  St.  John  the  Lateran,  Rome, 
April  1 9,  1 924.  In  1 928  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  administrator  of  Our  Lady  of 
Mt.  Carmel  Church,  and  in  April, 
1930,  became  its  pastor. 

Father  D’Aleno  is  serving  with 
sincerity  and  devotion,  and  is  much 
beloved  by  the  people  of  his  parish. 


CHURCH  OF  MADONNA 

DEL  CARMINE,  Bristol,  R.I. 

1916.  Rev.  Joseph  Poia,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  pious  congregation  of 
Saint  Carlo,  first  established  the  Church 
of  Madonna  Del  Carmine  in  Bristol, 
on  November  1,  1916. 

1917.  The  first  Mass  was  cele¬ 


brated  in  an  improvised  church  on  Jan¬ 
uary  7,  1917. 

1931.  Rev.  Giuseppe  Sorzana,  a 
native  of  Cuneo,  Italy,  appointed  pas¬ 
tor.  He  has  held  the  pastorate  ever 
since. 

Bristol  has  3400  Italo-Americans. 
They  now  have  a  beautiful  and  spacious 
church  in  the  vicinity  of  the  park.  Rev. 
Sorzano  as  pastor  of  the  Church  of 
Madonna  Del  Carmine  has  established 
in  connection  with  his  church  a  num¬ 
ber  of  well  developed  religious  activi¬ 
ties:  Holy  Name  Society,  240  mem¬ 
bers  ;  Holy  Rosary  Society,  made  up 
of  women,  200  members ;  Altar  Soci¬ 
ety,  65  members;  St.  Rita  Club,  50 
members ;  Daughters  of  Mary,  40  mem¬ 
bers. 

Rev.  Sorzana  has  spent  nine  years 
in  Bristol,  a  beautiful  and  historical 
town  containing  a  large  Italian  popu¬ 
lation.  The  Church  of  Madonna  Del 
Carmine  in  Bristol,  is  without  doubt, 
one  of  the  most  important  Italian  pa¬ 
rishes  in  Rhode  Island,  and  Father 
Sorzana  deserves  a  great  deal  of  credit 
for  work  which  he  has  done  in  bringing 
it  to  its  present  flourishing  stage. 


IMMACULATE  CONCEPTION 
CHURCH,  Westerly,  R.I. 

The  Italian  people  of  Westerly  con¬ 
stitute  a  group  numerically  very  im¬ 
porting,  representing  more  than  one- 
third  of  its  entire  population.  The  cur¬ 
rent  of  Italian  population  in  that  part 
of  Rhode  Island  started  in  the  late 
80’s  and  reached  its  peak  during  the 
World  War.  Most  of  the  immigrants 
were  from  Calabria,  a  few  from  Lom- 
barday,  Avellino  and  Sicily. 

In  1907  the  Italians  had  augmented 
to  such  a  degree  as  to  receive  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  superior  of  the  Church 
of  the  Immaculate  Conception  in  West¬ 
erly,  which  church  was  first  to  inaug¬ 
urate  a  decisive  and  practical  project 
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for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  Italians 
of  Westerly.  This  plan  took  shape  in 
appointing  the  first  duly  authorized 
Italian  priest,  now  as  then  under  the 
caption  of  the  Church  of  the  Immac¬ 
ulate  Conception. 

Rev.  Henry  Bruno,  S.M.,  the  first 
Italian  priest  ever  to  work  among  his 
people  of  Westerly,  was  born  at  San 
Martino  Di  Rosignano,  Province  of 
Alessandria,  Italy,  August  22,  1879, 
the  son  of  Pietro  and  Ermelinda  (Mig- 
lietta)  Bruno.  His  education  has  been 
the  following:  Marist  Apostolic  School, 
at  Cavagnolo,  Province  of  Turin,  Italy, 
1896-1899;  Marist  Novitiate,  at  Ly¬ 
ons,  France,  1900-1902;  Marist  Col¬ 
lege,  Washington,  D.  C.,  1903-1906; 
St.  Mary’s  College,  Van  Buren,  Maine 
1906-1907. 

He  was  ordained  to  the  priesthood 
in  the  Church  of  St.  Bruno  at  Van 
Buren,  Maine,  on  May  1,  1907.  After 
his  ordination  he  was  assigned  as  assist¬ 
ant  pastor  to  the  Church  of  the  Immac¬ 
ulate  Conception  in  Westerly,  R.  I., 
and  placed  in  charge  of  its  large  and 
growing  Italian  population.  He  has 
held  this  position  ever  since. 

Since  assuming  the  permanent  care 
of  the  spiriutal  welfare  of  the  Italians 
of  Westerly,  the  Italian  section  of  the 
Church  of  the  Immaculate  Conception, 
has  made  extraordinary  progress.  The 
parish  now  contains  nearly  3800  Itali¬ 
ans  and  nearly  200  children  of  Italian 
extraction  attend  its  Sunday  school. 
Rev.  Bruno’s  activities  are  not  con¬ 
fined  to  the  ordinary  routine  work  of 
a  parish  priest.  He  has  established  a 
number  of  well  developed  religious  so¬ 
cieties  and  clubs  for  all  purposes:  Soci¬ 
ety  of  Madonna  Del  Carmine,  for 
men.  Society  Delle  Madri  Cristiane, 
for  women;  Society  Di  Santa  Teresa 
Del  Bambino  Gesu,  for  young  ladies ; 
Circolo  Missionario,  for  both  men  and 
women,  devoted  to  the  advancement 
of  foreign  missions. 

Rev.  Bruno  has  spent  nearly  33 


years  serving  the  Italians  of  Westerly, 
and  he  is  highly  esteemed  both  within 
and  without  his  own  parish,  and  in  a 
progressive,  public-spirited  way  aids  in 
the  betterment  of  the  community. 


VENERINE,  MAESTRE  PIE 

Many  Catholics  of  Rhode  Island, 
have  little  knowledge  of  the  numerous 
and  varied  activities  of  the  Italian 
Catholic  Schools.  To  our  non-Catholic 
brethren  it  is  hardly  known.  It  seems 
proper  and  fitting  that  those  who  are 
interested  in  the  educational  progress 
and  growth  of  our  youth  should  be 
acquainted  with  the  accomplishments  of 
twenty-five  years  by  the  nuns  of  the 
Maestre  Pie  Venerine  of  St.  Ann’s 
Parochial  School. 

The  Religious  Order  of  the  Maestre 
Pie  Venerini  has  had  a  very  distin¬ 
guished  and  unusual  history.  It  was 
founded  in  Italy  back  in  1 685  by 
Mother  Rosa  Venerini.  Her  purpose 
was  the  education  of  poor  girls  who 
at  that  time  were  denied  the  benefit 
of  a  public  school  education. 

On  January  19,  1914,  the  late 
Monsignor  Bove  opened  a  “Day 
Nursery’’  and  placed  the  nuns  of  the 
Maestre  Pie  Venerini  in  charge  of  it. 
On  January  28,  1917,  a  majestic 
Parochial  School  was  also  erected  by 
the  late  Monsignor  Bove,  and  the  nuns 
of  the  Maestre  Pie  Venerini  were 
placed  in  charge  of  the  teaching  of 
the  Italian  language. 

In  the  short  space  of  twenty-five 
years,  the  sisters  of  the  Pie  Venerini 
have  achieved  a  wonderful  success  in 
promoting  religious  and  moral  training 
among  the  Italian  youth  of  St.  Ann’s 
parish. 

When  Monsignor  Bove  started  the 
work  in  1914,  it  was  in  charge  of 
Mother  Superior  Augusta  Setaccioli.  It 
is  now  headed  by  Mother  Superior  San- 
tina  Funchini,  ably  assisted  by  five  nuns 
of  the  Religious  Order.  In  1  940  nearly 
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1  50  students  received  instruction  in  the 
Italian  language.  The  “Day  Nursery” 
had  an  attendance  of  nearly  50  chil¬ 
dren. 

The  splendid  work  of  these  nuns  of 
the  Maestre  Pie  Venerini  find  recog¬ 
nition  in  the  deep  love  of  their  students 
and  the  mere  knowledge  that  because 
of  their  work  they  are  better  men  and 
women  than  they  might  otherwise  have 
been. 


ITALIAN  ROMAN  CATHOLIC 
CHURCHES  in  Rhode  Island 

1 .  Holy  Ghost,  Federal  Hill  sec¬ 
tion,  Providence. 

2.  St.  Ann’s,  North  End  section. 
Providence. 

3.  Our  Lady  of  Mt.  Carmel,  Fed¬ 
eral  Hill  section.  Providence. 

4.  St.  Rocco,  Thornton. 

5.  St.  Bartolomeo,  Silver  Lake 
section.  Providence. 

6.  Madonna  Delle  Grazie,  Man- 
ton. 

7.  St.  Alexander,  Warren. 

8.  Holy  Angels,  Barrington. 

9.  Madonna  Del  Carmine,  Bristol. 

10.  Sacro  Cuore,  Natick. 

1  1 .  Madonna  Di  Loreto,  East 

Providence. 

12.  St.  Maria  Della  Civita,  Cran¬ 
ston. 

13.  St.  Antonio,  Woonsocket. 

1  4.  Immaculate  Conception,  West¬ 
erly. 


FIRST  ITALIAN  BAPTIST 

CHURCH 

The  first  Italian  Baptist  Church  in 
the  North  End  section,  was  founded 
as  early  as  1897  by  Giacomo  Prata, 
Andrea  Triangolo,  Catello  Triangolo, 
Giovanni  Triangolo,  Domenico  De 
Meo,  Almerindo  Volpe,  Elviro  Volpe, 
Nicandro  Campopiano. 

The  first  edifice  was  built  in  1  902 
on  Marietta  street.  The  present  edifice 
was  built  in  1925  on  Charles  street. 


During  these  forty-three  years  of 
existence,  the  First  Italian  Baptist 
Church  has  had  nine  pastors.  The  first 
pastor  was  Rev.  Vincenzo  Di  Domen- 
ica.  He  was  followed  by  Rev.  Raf- 
faele  Galasso,  Rev.  Giovanni  Allegri, 
Rev.  Giuseppe  Buggelli,  Rev.  Angelo 
Peruzzi,  Rev.  Giovanni  Di  Tiberio, 
Rev.  Francesco  Cali,  Rev.  Francesco 
Sannella,  who  came  to  Providence  in 
1924,  resigned  on  May  31,  1939. 

Rev.  Sannella  after  a  fruitful  pasto¬ 
rate  of  fifteen  years,  resigned  on  Jan¬ 
uary  15,  1939,  and  was  made  pastor- 
emeritus  by  the  congregation.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  his  church  activities,  for  some 
time  he  was  editor  of  the  English  sec¬ 
tion  of  L’ Aurora,  national  weekly 
newspaper  of  the  Italian  Baptist 
Church  in  America. 

Rev.  Sannella’s  career  has  been  a 
long  and  honorable  one.  Unselfish  de¬ 
votion  to  his  church  has  brought  rich 
rewards  in  growth  and  progress,  and 
the  congregation  of  the  First  Italian 
Baptist  Church  acknowledges  its  debt 
to  its  retired  beloved  pastor. 

In  September,  1939,  Rev.  Sannella 
was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Arturo  Ven¬ 
tura,  who  comes  from  Waterbury, 
Conn.,  in  which  city  he  has  ably  filled 
the  pulpit  of  the  Italian  Baptist  Church 
for  twenty-two  years.  He  is  beloved  by 
his  congregation,  and  highly  esteemed 
by  those  outside  his  church  who  are 
familiar  with  the  work  he  is  doing  for 
his  countrymen. 

The  church  has  now  a  membership 
of  more  than  1  70  Italians,  and  a  Sun¬ 
day  School  of  1  20  children  of  Italian 
parentage. 

Miss  Angela  De  Palma  is  church 
secretary ;  Domenico  Di  Meo,  treas¬ 
urer  ;  Miss  Esther  Di  Meo,  financial 
secretary;  Catello  Triangolo  is  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Sunday  School ;  Allie 
Volpe,  assistant  superintendent  of  ihe 
Sunday  School ;  Agostino  Capaldi  is 
moderator.  Deacons:  Catello  Triango¬ 
lo,  Dr.  Francesco  Sannella,  Pasquale 
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Di  Meo,  Gaetano  Germani.  Deaconess¬ 
es:  Mrs.  Anita  Triangolo,  Mrs.  Maria 
De  Cesare,  Mrs.  Vincenza  Pratt,  Miss 
Valia  Volpe. 


BROADWAY  ITALIAN  METH¬ 
ODIST  CHURCH 

The  Broadway  Italian  Methodist 
Church  originated  in  1 900  and  was 
organized  in  the  same  year.  It  has 
maintained  a  continuous  existence  from 
that  time. 


Mascellaro  who  served  from  1915  to 
1918;  Rev.  Vincent  Ambrosini  who 
served  from  1918  to  1922;  Rev.  Da¬ 
vid  Acquarone  served  from  1923  to 
1927;  Rev.  Vincent  Del  Rosso,  who 
came  to  Providence  from  Philadelphia 

in  1927. 

Under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Del 
Rosso,  the  church  has  moved  on  Broad¬ 
way,  where  it  occupies  the  beautiful 
edifice  formerly  held  by  the  Broadway 
M.  E.  Church.  The  various  church 
activities  are  vigorous,  and  there  is  every 


BROADWAY  ITALIAN  METHODIST  CHURCH 


The  first  pastor  was  Rev.  Agide 
Pirazzini,  who  came  here  in  1  900  from 
Rome,  Italy.  For  a  while  he  con¬ 
ducted  a  mission  at  the  corner  of  At¬ 
wells  avenue  and  America  street.  He 
was  succeeded  in  1  903  by  Rev.  Philip 
Manfre,  who  came  here  from  Palermo, 
Italy,  and  lost  his  life  in  the  sinking 
of  the  Larchmont,  in  March,  1907. 
He  was  followed  by  Rev.  John  May 
who  served  up  to  1915;  Rev.  Edward 


prospect  for  an  increasingly  bright 
future.  The  church  has  now  a  mem¬ 
bership  of  more  than  1  00  Italians  and 
a  Sunday  School  of  more  than  1 00 
children  of  Italian  parentage. 

The  Huguenot  Society,  founded  by 
the  members  of  this  church  on  January 
1 ,  1927,  was  organized  for  the  purpose 
of  promoting  Christian  brotherhood,  to 
foster  liberty  of  conscience,  and  to  be¬ 
stow  mutual  aid  in  time  of  sickness  and 
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need.  The  membership  of  this  organ¬ 
ization  is  made  up  of  protestant  breth¬ 
ren  and  sympathizers  of  Italian  descent. 

The  trustees  of  this  church  are  Mi¬ 
chael  Conca,  Tommaso  Lobello  and 
Frank  Del  Deo. 

Since  his  coming  to  Providence,  Rev. 
Del  Rosso  has  devoted  his  full  energy 
and  his  distinguished  ability  to  the 
development  of  his  work,  with  the  re¬ 
sult  that  the  Broadway  Italian  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  is,  without  doubt,  one  of 
the  most  flourishing  Italian  Protestant 
churches.  He  has  endeared  himself 
greatly  to  all  the  members  of  his  church, 
as  well  as  to  the  community  at  large, 
and  is  highly  respected  and  loved  by 
all  who  know  him. 


FEDERAL  HILL  ITALIAN 
BAPTIST  CHURCH 

The  Federal  Hill  Italian  Baptist 
Church  was  organized  by  Mimi  C. 
Marseglia,  Ferdinando  Coppola,  Eu¬ 
genio  Cilento,  Antonio  Norcia,  Michele 
La  Fauci,  Antonio  Feola  and  others. 

The  first  edifice  was  dedicated  in 
1904  on  Dean  street.  Its  first  mission¬ 
ary  and  founder  of  the  work  was  Rev. 
Mimi  C.  Marseglia.  As  a  church  it  was 
organized  by  Rev.  John  Di  Tiberio  in 
1919.  The  new  edifice  on  Knight  and 
Tell  streets  was  dedicated  in  1924  by 
Rev.  John  Di  Tiberis. 

During  its  existence,  the  Federal  Hill 
Italian  Baptist  Church  has  had  five 
pastors.  The  first  was  missionary  Rev. 
Mimi  C.  Marseglia  who  served  up  to 
1 909 ;  Rev.  Angelo  Peruzzi  served  up 
to  1913;  Rev.  John  Di  Tiberio  served 
up  to  1 929 ;  Rev.  Enrico  Re  served 
up  to  1936;  Rev.  John  Di  Tiberio  was 
again  called  by  the  congregation  in 
1936  and  is  still  serving  to  the  general 
satisfaction  of  its  members. 

The  church  has  a  large  congrega¬ 
tion  and  a  flourishing  Sunday  School. 
There  is  also  a  very  active  Young 
People’s  Society. 


Santo  Cardullo  is  the  church  mod¬ 
erator  ;  Stellario  Savasta,  treasurer ;  An¬ 
drea  Cerullo,  recording  secretary;  John 
M.  La  Fauci,  financial  secretary. 

During  his  long  pastorate.  Rev.  Di 
Tiberio  has  proven  himself  to  be  an 
able  leader  and  an  executive  of  force 
and  ability.  He  is  known  throughout 
Federal  Hill  as  one  of  the  most  active 
pastors  that  ever  labored  here,  and  his 
devotion  to  his  work  has  brought  him 
the  admiration  and  love  of  his  congre¬ 
gation. 


ITALIAN  UNITED  PRESBY¬ 
TERIAN  CHURCH  East 

Providence 

The  First  Italian  United  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  of  East  Providence  was 
organized  in  1910.  The  edifice  was 
dedicated  in  1 920.  Its  founders  were 
Luigi  Di  M  anna,  Remo  Di  Manna, 
Raffaele  Paparella,  Antonietta  Guer¬ 
ra,  Angiolina  Caldarone,  Pasquale 
Caldarone,  Giovanni  Pagano  and  many 
others. 

Its  first  pastor  was  Rev.  Virgilio 
Guerra.  He  was  followed  by  Rev.  O. 
Pampana,  Rev.  Samuele  Merlo,  Rev. 
Timothy  E.  Zucchi,  who  came  to  as¬ 
sume  the  pastorate  on  November  7, 
1927. 

In  addition  to  its  regular  Sunday 
services,  the  church  has  a  Bible  class ; 
a  Sunday  school;  the  Young  People’s 
Christian  Union  for  the  study  of  the 
Bible;  the  “Tabita  Club”  for  women 
and  young  women,  designed  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  the  church  and  help  the 
poor ;  the  Y oung  People’s  Club,  for  the 
promotion  of  cultural  knowledge. 

Miss  Mary  Zucchi  is  the  superin¬ 
tendent  of  Sunday  school.  The  deacons 
and  members  of  the  financial  committee 
are  the  following:  Mrs.  Lena  Cal- 
derone.  Miss  Mary  Zucchi,  Angelo 
Pagano,  Aquihno  Del  Forno,  Alfred 
Calderone. 
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Rev.  Zucchi,  the  present  pastor  has 
richly  earned  the  sincere  respect  with 
which  he  is  regarded  by  his  people, 
and  also  of  the  community  in  which  his 
church  is  located. 


GIUNTA,  Dr.  Henry  C. 

Dr.  Henry  C.  Giunta,  Protestant 
clergyman ;  born  in  Sicily.  As  a  small 
boy,  the  future  preacher  was  brought 


to  the  United  States  by  his  parents 
who  settled  in  Boston.  He  was  edu¬ 
cated  wholly  in  the  United  States. 

Rev.  Giunta  came  to  Providence 
from  Massachusetts  two  or  three  years 
ago  to  become  pastor  of  the  Providence 
New  Church,  on  Trinity  Square,  the 
first  Italo-American  in  Rhode  Island 
ever  to  hold  the  pastorate  of  an  Amer¬ 
ican  Protestant  Church. 


The  Rise  of  the  Italo-Americans 
in  Agriculture,  in  Industry 
and  in  the  Professions 
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ITALO-AMERICANS  IN  THE 
DENTAL  PROFESSION 

The  earliest  Italo-American  den¬ 
tists  were  Dr.  Rocco  De  Feo,  Dr. 
Angelo  De  Conti,  Dr.  Vincent  De 
Conti,  Dr.  Saverio  N.  Pennine.  Now 
there  are  some  thirty  dentists  of 
Italian  descent.  The  list  includes  the 
following:  Dr.  Anthony  Balzafiore, 
Dr.  Ernest  E.  Capobianco,  Dr.  Jo¬ 
seph  A.  Capone,  Dr.  Vincent  Cenci, 
Dr.  Charles  V.  Caldarone,  Dr.  Al¬ 
fred  Coletti,  Dr.  Louis  J.  Correra, 
Dr.  William  F.  De  Cesare,  Dr.  An¬ 
gelo  De  Conti,  Dr.  Vincent  De  Conti, 
Dr.  Rocco  De  Feo,  Dr.  Stanley  De 
Rita,  Dr.  Armand  R.  Famiglietti, 
Dr.  Raymond  Lapolla,  Dr.  Maria  R. 
Leccese,  Dr.  Vincent  Mattera,  Dr. 
Michael  B.  Messore,  Dr.  Nicholas 
Migliaccio,  Dr.  Saverio  N.  Pennine, 
Dr.  Eugene  Ricci,  Dr.  Francis  M. 
Sannella,  Dr.  Paul  H.  Solhtto,  Dr. 
Charles  A.  Spacagna,  Dr.  Albert  E. 
Turcone  and  others. 


ITALO-AMERICANS  IN  THE 
LEGAL  PROFESSION 

The  first  Italo-American  lawyer 
was  Antonio  A.  Capotosto  who  came 
to  Providence  from  Boston  in  1905. 
The  second  was  Anthony  V.  Pettine, 
a  native  of  Isernia,  who  was  admitted 
in  October,  1907.  He  was  followed 
by  Pasquale  Romano  and  Benjamin 
Cianciaruolo,  both  natives  of  Basili¬ 
cata,  who  were  admitted  in  1912; 
Luigi  De  Pasquale,  a  native  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  was  admitted  in  1914;  Joseph 
Veneziale,  a  native  of  Isernia,  was 
admitted  in  1915;  Raphael  Vicario, 
a  native  of  Aversa,  was  admitted  in 
1917;  Louis  V.  Jackvony,  a  native  of 
Providence,  was  admitted  in  1917. 
There  are  now  some  seventy-five  law¬ 
yers  of  Italian  descent.  The  list  in 
Rhode  Island  includes  the  following: 
Stephen  F.  Achille,  Michael  Addeo, 
Harold  C.  Arcaro,  Angelo  A.  Calda¬ 


rone,  Frank  C.  Cambio,  Thomas  J. 
Capalbo,  Luigi  Capasso,  Joseph 
Capasso,  E.  A.  Capomacchio,  An¬ 
tonio  A.  Capotosto,  Francis  Cappalli, 
Lucien  Capone,  Albert  F.  Cappelli, 
Louis  W.  Cappelli,  Hugo  G.  Caro- 
selli,  Francis  Castrovillari,  Angelo 
Cianciaruolo,  Bennie  Cianciaruolo,  V. 
P.  Colavecchio,  Alfred  D’Amario, 
Vincent  A.  D’Atri,  Michael  De  Cian- 
tis,  Luigi  De  Pasquale,  D.  Thomas 
De  Simone,  Florie  De  Simone,  An¬ 
tonio  S.  Di  Cola,  John  Di  Libero, 
Henry  R.  Di  Mascolo,  John  H.  Di 
Stefano,  Edward  C.  Drinkwater,  Ar¬ 
thur  Falcone,  Francis  J.  Fazzano, 
Herman  D.  Ferrara,  William  A. 
Gammino,  Ugo  Gasbarro,  Edward 
Geremia,  Robert  Gonnella,  Emilio  D. 
Iannuccilli,  Louis  V.  Jackvony,  Dan¬ 
iel  Lapolla,  Joseph  Mainelli,  Francis 
A.  Manzi,  Thomas  L.  Marcaccio,  V. 
P.  Marcaccio,  Lisimaco  Moni,  Fran¬ 
cis  A.  Monti,  Michael  A.  Monti,  Al¬ 
fred  E.  Motta,  John  A.  Notte,  Jr., 
Thomas  J.  Paolino,  Santi  J.  Paul, 
John  O.  Pastore,  U.  Pettine,  John 
Quattrocchi,  Jr.,  Antonio  Romano, 
Pasquale  Romano,  Ralph  Rotondo, 
Albert  A.  Soriero,  Amedeo  A.  Susi, 
Albert  R.  Tavani,  Carl  Testa,  Ra¬ 
phael  Vicario  and  others. 


ITALO-AMERICANS  IN  THE 
MEDICAL  PROFESSION 

The  first  medical  practitioner  of 
Italian  descent  in  Rhode  Island  was 
Dr.  Joseph  Mauran,  a  native  of  Bar¬ 
rington,  son  of  Giuseppe  Carlo  Mau- 
rani,  who  came  here  from  Villa- 
franca,  near  Genoa,  Italy,  in  1  760. 
The  first  Italian  medical  practitioner 
to  come  here  from  Italy  was  the  late 
Dr.  Vito  L.  Raia,  who  died  in  1  938. 
Among  other  physicians  were  Dr. 
Ferdinando  Cerbo,  who  came  here 
from  Pietra  Vairano  in  1895,  and  re¬ 
turned  to  Italy  in  1927;  Dr.  Prisco, 
who  came  here  in  1  898,  and  went  to 
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New  York  in  1901;  Dr.  Salvatore 
Castallo,  who  came  here  from  Prata 
Sannita  in  1901  ;  Dr.  D.  N.  Golini, 
who  came  here  from  Capriati  al  Vol- 
turno  in  1  902,  and  died  while  on  a  visit 
to  Italy  in  1913;  Dr.  Luigi  Maiello, 
now  State  Senator  from  Providence, 
who  came  here  from  Naples  in  1903; 
Dr.  G.  Carella,  who  came  here  from 
Marzano  Appio  in  1903,  and  re¬ 
turned  to  Italy  in  1  930 ;  Dr.  Pasquale 
Conca,  who  came  here  from  Marzano 
Appio  in  1905,  and  died  in  Provi¬ 
dence  in  1 935 ;  Dr.  Ignazio  Verde, 
who  came  here  from  Ischia  in  1 906 ; 
Dr.  Tito  Angeloni,  who  came  here 
from  Rocchetta  al  Volturno  in  1906; 
Dr.  Fedele  U.  Luongo,  who  came 
here  from  Tufo  in  1913;  Dr.  Pio 
Giannini,  who  came  here  from  Vena¬ 
fro  in  1923;  Dr.  Francesco  Loforte, 
who  came  here  from  Palermo  in  1  922  ; 
Dr.  Giovanni  Castaldi,  who  came 
here  from  Ischia  in  1926;  Dr.  Fran¬ 
cesco  Ronchese,  who  came  here  from 
Treviso  in  1928;  Dr.  Vincenzo  Di 
Santo,  who  came  here  from  San  Gio¬ 
vanni  Incarico  in  1 929 ;  Dr.  Luigi 
Scotti,  who  came  here  from  the  island 
of  Ischia  in  1  933. 

Italo-Americans  have  particularly 
distinguished  themselves  in  the  medical 
profession.  While  the  greatest  ma¬ 
jority  of  them  are  members  of  regu¬ 
lar  medical  societies,  they  have  also 
formed  an  Italian-American  medical 
society,  the  Malpighi  Medical  Club, 
founded  on  May  8,  1  929.  Its  primary 
purpose  is  the  diffusion  of  medical 
knowledge  among  its  members  and  to 
share  community  obligations. 

The  present  officers  of  the  Mal¬ 
pighi  Medical  Club  are  the  follow¬ 
ing:  Dr.  Rocco  Abbate,  President; 
Dr.  George  Bellano,  Vice-President; 
Dr.  Vincent  A.  Cianci,  Secretary; 
Dr.  Arthur  Rattenni,  Treasurer. 

There  are  now  in  Rhode  Island 
more  than  1 00  physicians  of  Italian 
descent.  The  list  of  names  include 


the  following:  Dr.  Rocco  Abbate, 
Dr.  E.  Addonizio,  Dr.  F.  B.  Agnelli, 
Dr.  Tito  Angeloni,  Dr.  Angelo  Ar- 
chetto.  Dr.  Michael  Arciero,  Dr. 
George  Bellano,  Dr.  Joseph  L.  Bel- 
liotti.  Dr.  John  R.  Bernardo,  Dr. 
Anacleto  Berrillo,  Dr.  Armando  A. 
Bertini,  Dr.  Antonio  Bellino,  Dr.  E.  J. 
Bernasconi,  Dr.  Virginio  Bertone,  Dr. 
C.  Paul  Bruno,  Dr.  Alfred  A.  Calda- 
rone.  Dr.  Domenico  Calise,  Dr.  Gio¬ 
vanni  Castaldi,  Dr.  Mario  A.  Castallo, 
Dr.  Salvatore  Castallo,  Dr.  Joseph 
Castronovo,  Dr.  Louis  J.  Celia,  Dr. 
Louis  C.  Cerrito,  Dr.  George  Cerio, 
Dr.  John  R.  Cicchetti,  Dr.  Vincent 

A.  Cianci,  Dr.  Mary  B.  Corcione, 
Dr.  Anthony  Corvese,  Dr.  Giovanni 
Capobianco,  Dr.  P.  P.  Ciarla,  Dr.  E. 
Arthur  Catullo,  Dr.  Alfred  C.  Conte, 
Dr.  Gerald  J.  Curreri,  Dr.  Antonio 
F.  D’Angelo,  Dr.  Francis  A.  De 
Cesare,  Dr.  Americo  Del  Selva,  Dr. 
Ralph  Di  Leone,  Dr.  Palmino  Di 
Pippo,  Dr.  Vincenzo  Di  Santo,  Dr. 

B.  G.  De  Fusco,  Dr.  William  P. 
D’Ugo,  Dr.  Richard  D.  Femino,  Dr. 
Antonio  G.  Fidanza,  Dr.  Bernard  F. 
Ferrara,  Dr.  Stephen  Fortunato,  Dr. 
Pio  Giannini,  Dr.  A.  E.  Geremia, 
Dr.  Carlotta  N.  Golini,  Dr.  T.  G. 
Granata,  Dr.  A.  A.  Iavazzo,  Dr.  A. 
H.  Jackvony,  Dr.  E.  C.  Laurelli,  Dr. 
Francesco  Loforte,  Dr.  Fedele  U. 
Luongo,  Dr.  A.  W.  Lupoli,  Dr.  Luigi 
Maiello,  Dr.  A.  Mastrobuono,  Dr. 
Frank  I.  Matteo,  Dr.  A.  F.  Melucci, 
Dr.  F.  A.  Merlino,  Dr.  A.  V.  Migliac- 
cio.  Dr.  E.  J.  Monti,  Dr.  Victor  H. 
Monti,  Dr.  L.  A.  Mori,  Dr.  J.  A. 
Mellone,  Dr.  L.  A.  Morrone,  Dr.  Vin¬ 
cent  J.  Oddo,  Dr.  A.  J.  Pedorella, 
Dr.  R.  A.  Petrucci,  Dr.  J.  A.  Picozzi, 
Dr.  G.  Pozzi,  Dr.  J.  E.  Raia,  Dr. 
A.  Rattenni,  Dr.  Edward  A.  Ricci, 
Dr.  Anthony  Romano,  Dr.  Francesco 
Ronchese,  Dr.  Vincent  P.  Rossignoli, 
Dr.  J.  E.  Ruisi,  Dr.  Alfredo  Russo, 
Dr.  P.  J.  Rozzero,  Dr.  Angelo  Scor¬ 
pio,  Dr.  Luigi  Scotti,  Dr.  Ciro  Scotti, 
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Dr.  Giovanni  Senerchia,  Dr.  Alfred 
M.  Tartaglino,  Dr.  Daniel  V.  Trop- 
poli.  Dr.  M.  A.  Tarro,  Dr.  Angelo 
G.  Valentino,  Dr.  J.  Vallone,  Dr. 
Ignazio  Verde,  Dr.  U.  E,.  Zambarano, 
Dr.  Gennarino  R.  Zinno,  Dr.  Giovan¬ 
ni  Costantini,  Dr.  Cono  V.  Stifano 
and  others. 


ITALO-AMERICAN  MANU¬ 
FACTURERS 

As  the  80’s  up  to  the  first  World 
War  was  known  as  the  immigration 
era,  so  the  last  two  decades  have  been 
known  as  the  industrial  epoch. 

No  group  of  Italo-Americans  in 
the  entire  country,  with  the  exception 
of  New  York  City  and  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  Cal.,  is  better  known  or  talked 
about  more  because  of  its  mdustries 
than  the  Italo-Americans  in  Provi¬ 
dence.  The  rise  of  these  people  to 
the  status  of  manufacturers  has  been 
phenomenal.  Practically  all  this  great 
industrial  development  has  taken  place 
in  the  brief  span  of  twenty  years.  The 
rise  of  the  Italo-Americans  in  the  in¬ 
dustrial  field  is  due  to  their  fine  work 
requiring  accuracy  and  skill. 

Providence,  the  jewelry  manufac¬ 
turing  center  of  the  country,  numbers 
many  manufacturing  jewelers  of  Ital¬ 
ian  extraction.  Among  the  well- 
known  Italo-American  manufacturers 
should  be  numbered  the  following: 

Uncas  Manufacturing  Company, 
the  largest  ring  factory  in  the  world. 
Vincent  Sorrentino,  President. 

Sammartino  Brothers  Company. 
Achille  Sammartino,  President. 

Sammartino  &  Sanchirico.  Part¬ 
ners,  Pasquale  Sammartino  and  An¬ 
thony  Sanchirico. 

Imperial  Pearl  Company.  Alfred 
Marsello,  President-Treasurer;  Albert 
P.  Marsello,  Secretary  and  Vice- 
President. 

Gustavo  Trifari  of  R.  I.  Jewelry 
Company,  Inc.,  a  jewelry  manufactur¬ 


er  who  established  his  industry  in  New 
York  City  in  1908,  and  at  present  his 
plant  is  located  in  Providence. 

Gennaro  Morvillo  &  Sons. 

M.  R.  T.  Company,  Inc.,  Evandro 
R.  Radoccia  and  Michael  Radoccia. 

Filippo  Calabro. 

Cloisonne  Enamel  &  Plating  Com¬ 
pany.  Michael  Conca  and  Adolph 
Lobello,  proprietors. 

Angelo  Rossi. 

A.  Micallef  &  Company. 

Esposito  Jewelry  Company. 

Troppoli  Jewelry  Company. 

Ralph  Tortolani. 

Domizio  Sciotti. 

Tasca  Jewelry  Company. 

Salvatore  Chiappinelli. 

Arthur  Albanese. 

John  Albanese. 

Philip  Coia. 

Charles  Del  Bene. 

Paul  Marino. 

Joseph  Pezzullo. 

Joseph  Ricci  of  Crafts,  Inc. 

Anthony  Saccoccio. 

Charles  C.  Sciaraffa. 

Cianfarani  Brothers. 

Angelo  Del  Sesto. 

J.  Edward  Mariano. 

Joseph  Migliori  and  other  manu¬ 
facturing  jewelers  too  numerous  to 
mention  here. 

In  the  inception  and  development  of 
the  pocket-knife  industry  in  Provi¬ 
dence,  the  Italo-Americans  justly  claim 
the  honor  of  originating  and  fostering 
this  enterprise  in  our  city.  Among 
the  well-known  manufacturers  in  the 
pocket-knife  industry  should  be  num¬ 
bered  the  following: 

Imperial  Knife  Company,  owned 
and  operated  by  Michael  Mirando, 
Felix  A.  Mirando  and  Domenic  A. 
Fazzano.  Organized  in  1917,  it  is  the 
largest  producer  of  pocket-knives  in 
the  United  States. 

Colonial  Knife  Company,  owned 
and  operated  by  Fortunato  Paolanto- 
mo,  Domenic  Paolantonio  and  An- 
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tomo  Paolantonio,  in  a  large  cutlery 
plant. 

The  Ideal  Knife  Company  and  the 
Providence  Cutlery  Company,  are 
also  engaged  in  the  pocket-knife  indus¬ 
try  in  Providence. 

California  Artificial  Flower  Com¬ 
pany.  Quite  an  impetus  to  the  recent 
growth  of  the  Italo-Americans  in  the 
industrial  field  in  Providence  has  been 
the  creation  of  the  California  Artificial 
Flower  Company,  founded  in  1921  by 
Michele  D’Agnillo.  It  is  the  largest 
artificial  flower  plant  in  the  United 
States. 

Leonar  Processing  Corporation. 
Louis  Palizza,  Treasurer  and  General 
Manager.  This  is  an  important  con¬ 
cern  engaged  in  processing  fine  cot¬ 
ton,  rayon  and  woolen  yarns  for  the 
embroidery  and  knitting  trade. 

Falls  Yarn  Mills,  founded  by  the 
late  Joseph  Cavedon,  a  native  of  Ve- 
netia,  Italy.  This  plant  holds  a  com¬ 
manding  place  in  the  textile  industry 
of  Woonsocket,  R.  I. 

The  Italo-Americans  of  Rhode 
Island  also  take  high  rank  in  the 
manufacture  of  macaroni  and  spaghetti, 
an  industry  first  originated  in  Provi¬ 
dence  in  1910  by  G.  D.  Del  Rossi 
Co.,  Inc.;  in  the  granite,  bronze, 
marble  and  sculptural  work ;  in  the 
terrazzo  and  tile  industry ;  in  the 
cabinet  and  wood  carving  industry;  in 
the  making  of  iron  and  wire  fences; 
and  in  countless  other  small  industries 
which  have  started  in  the  last  few 
years. 


ITALIANS  AS  FARMERS 

Since  Lelio  Caruolo,  Arcangelo 
Caruolo,  Ancelo  Raffaele  Cappelli 
and  other  farmers  who  first  settled  at 
Simmonsville  in  the  early  ’70’s,  the 
Italo-Americans  have  continued  through 
all  these  years  to  produce  substantial 
quantities  of  agricultural  commodities 
ever  increasing  in  amount  and  always 
of  the  finest  quality.  It  is  in  that  sec¬ 
tion  called  Thornton,  Hughesdale  and 
Simmonsville,  that  the  Italians  origin¬ 
ated  their  work  as  farmers  in  Rhode 
Island.  The  land  in  that  part  of  the 
State  is  well  cultivated  and  grows 
abundantly  nearly  every  indigenous 
product.  About  the  turn  of  the  cen¬ 
tury  Italian  immigrants  began  to  spread 
out  and  establish  little  farms  through¬ 
out  the  State.  Some  went  to  John¬ 
ston,  Cranston  and  North  Providence. 
Others  went  to  East  Providence,  Bar¬ 
rington,  and  Bristol.  Luxurious  or¬ 
chards  and  magnificent  crops  of  vege¬ 
tation  are  produced  through  the  patient 
industry  of  these  enterprising  agricul¬ 
turists.  An  evidence  of  the  success  of 
these  Italian  farmers  is  shown  by  the 
great  number  of  them  engaged  in  the 
fruit  and  produce  wholesale  and  re¬ 
tail  business.  Natural  cultivators  of  the 
soil,  these  sturdy  Italian  people  have 
certainly  contributed  their  share  to  the 
development  and  prosperity  of  our 
great  little  State. 


Italo -American  Leaders,  Manu¬ 
facturers  and  Manufacturing 
Concerns,  Business  Men 
Professional  Men,  Public 
Officials,  Teachers  and 
Other  Progressive 
Men  and  Women 
in  Rhode  Island 
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ANTONELLI,  Rudolph 

Designer  and  superintendent ;  bom 
in  Agnone,  Province  of  Campobasso, 
Italy.  He  attended  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  town  until  the  age  of 
1  1 ,  at  which  time  he  began  to  learn 
tailoring  and  designing.  At  1 6  he 
immigrated  to  the  United  States  and 
began  his  career  in  Chicago  where  he 
perfected  his  trade  as  a  designer.  He 
later  held  responsible  positions  with 
Stein-Block  Company  at  Rochester, 
N.  Y.  Removing  to  Boston  in  1927, 
he  became  identified  with  Leopold 
Morse  &  Co.,  eventually  becoming  its 
superintendent  of  Shop  A. 

Mr.  Antonelli  is  prominent  in  the 
civic,  social  and  fraternal  affairs  of 
the  Italo-American  community  of  Bos¬ 
ton.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Italian 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Italian 
Historical  Society. 

Mr.  Antonelli  is  married  to  Maria 
Carosella  and  is  the  father  of  one 
child,  Rudolph  Antonelli,  Jr. 


ARMENO,  Guido  Mario 

Teacher,  born  in  Providence,  No¬ 
vember  13,  1907,  the  son  of  Angelo 
and  Filomena  (Picozzi)  Armeno. 

He  received  his  education  in  the 
local  public  schools;  Technical  High 
School,  1923;  R.  I.  State  College, 
B.S.,  1929.  Spent  one  year  at  R.  I. 
College  of  Education,  where  he  com¬ 
pleted  a  teacher’s  course  in  1930.  Re¬ 
ceived  the  degree  of  M.  of  Educ.  from 
R.  I.  College  of  Education  in  1934. 

He  began  his  active  career  as  a 
public  school  teacher  at  Esek  Hop¬ 
kins  Junior  High  School  in  1931,  re¬ 
maining  there  until  February,  1932,  at 
which  time  he  was  transferred  to 
Roger  Williams  Junior  High  School, 
In  1933  he  was  appointed  as  teacher 
of  general  sciences  at  Gilbert  Stuart 
Junior  High  School. 

In  addition  to  his  teaching  position, 
he  has  devoted  his  spare  time  after 


school  hours  and  the  summer  vaca¬ 

tions  in  promoting  recreational  activi¬ 
ties  among  school  boys  and  girls,  serv¬ 
ing  first  as  assistant  director  and  then 
as  director  of  Public  Playgrounds.  In 
1938  he  coached  the  Gilbert  Stuart 

Junior  High  School  champion  base¬ 

ball  team. 

Mr.  Armeno  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus. 

On  September  5,  1936,  Mr. 

Armeno  married  Theresa  Campagnone. 


ALIANELLO,  Vincent 

Registered  pharmacist,  born  in  New 
York  City,  June  2,  1902,  the  son  of 
Canio  and  Filomena  (Lauletta)  Alia- 
nello.  His  father,  a  registered  pharma¬ 
cist,  was  a  native  of  Rionero  in  Vul¬ 
ture,  Province  of  Basilicata,  Italy,  who 
immigrated  to  New  York  in  1884, 
and  moved  to  Providence  with  his 
family  in  1902.  He  conducted  a 
pharmacy  here  until  his  death  a  few 
years  ago. 

Vincent  Alianello  attended  the 
Providence  public  schools  and  English 
High  School.  Later  he  entered  the 
Rhode  Island  College  of  Pharmacy 
from  which  he  graduated  with  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Ph.G.  in  1922.  After  com¬ 
pleting  his  studies  he  held  responsible 
positions  with  many  leading  drug  stores. 
At  present  he  is  employed  as  regis¬ 
tered  pharmacist  with  E.  H.  Weaver, 
2 1  98  Broad  Street,  Edgewood. 

He  is  a  member  of  Ausonia  Club 
and  Bishop  Hendricken  Fourth  Degree 
Assembly,  Knights  of  Colombus. 

On  June  29,  1927,  Mr.  Alianello 
married  Elvira  Leonardo.  They  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  two  children:  1. 
Vincent,  Jr.;  2.  Elaine  Filomena. 


AVENIA,  Frank  S. 

Proprietor  of  Avenia  Sign  Studio ; 
born  in  Providence,  December  26, 
1915,  the  son  of  Carlo  and  Carmela 
(Mollo)  Avenia,  both  natives  of  Cice- 
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rale  Cilento,  Province  of  Salerno, 
Italy. 

Ater  attending  the  local  public 
schools  he  graduated  from  St.  Ed¬ 
ward’s  School  in  1931.  He  then  en¬ 
tered  the  Rhode  Island  School  of  De¬ 
sign,  where  he  studied  commercial  art 
for  six  years. 

Following  the  completion  of  his 
studies  he  started  a  business  for  him¬ 
self  engaged  in  a  high-grade  complete 
sign  service,  covering  commercial  signs 
for  every  purpose. 

Mr.  Avenia,  a  popular  and  prom¬ 
ising  young  business  man,  is  very  active 
in  the  social,  civic  and  fraternal  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  North  End  section. 

On  June  4,  1 938,  he  married  Ber¬ 
tha  Zannini. 

Mr.  Avenia,  maker  of  high  grade 
signs,  maintains  his  studio  at  491 
Branch  Avenue,  Providence,  R.  1. 
His  residence  is  at  480  Woodward 
Road,  North  Providence,  R.  I. 


ALMONTE,  Henry 

President,  Federal  Dairy  Ice  Cream 
Co.,  Inc. ;  born  in  Pettorano  sul  Gizio, 
Province  of  Aquila,  Italy,  October  1 , 
1897,  the  son  of  Dionisio  and  Fran¬ 
cesca  (Almonte)  Almonte,  both  na¬ 
tives  of  the  same  town. 

He  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  town 
and  when  very  young  he  went  to  work 
on  his  father’s  farm,  where  he  learned 
farming  and  the  dairy  business  from 
every  angle. 

In  1914  he  immigrated  to  the 
United  States  to  join  his  father  in 
Providence,  and  to  make  for  himself 
a  place  in  the  new  world.  After  a 
few  years  spent  in  gaining  valuable 
experience  in  his  new  adopted  coun¬ 
try,  with  his  brothers  Angelo  and  Al¬ 
fred,  organized  the  Federal  Ice  Cream 
Company  in  1923  for  the  manufacture 
of  ice  cream.  As  business  increased 
the  production  of  milk,  cream,  ice 


cream  and  ice  cream  mixture  were 
added  to  the  venture  in  1935,  at 
which  time  the  name  was  changed  to 
Federal  Dairy  Ice  Cream  Co.,  Inc. 
Today  the  name  of  the  Federal  Dairy 
Ice  Cream  Co.,  Inc.,  is  one  of  the  best 
known  in  Providence  and  vicinity, 
producing  the  highest  grade  of  milk, 
cream,  ice  cream  and  all  kinds  of  dairy 
products.  On  its  pay  roll  there  are  33 
employes  and  1  5  trucks. 

Keeping  pace  with  progress,  chang¬ 
ing  with  the  trend  of  the  times,  has 
been  responsible  for  the  growth  of  the 
Federal  Dairy  Ice  Cream  Co.,  Inc. 

Mr.  Almonte  is  a  member  of  the 
Pawtucket  Gun  and  Sporting  Club ; 
San  Michele  Society,  Order  Sons  of 
Italy;  Madonna  Dei  Lattani ;  Young 
Italian  Imperial  Club. 

On  November  26,  1925,  Mr.  Al¬ 
monte  married  Anna  Felicetta  Volpe. 
They  are  the  parents  of  six  children: 
1.  Anna;  2.  Henry,  Jr.;  3.  Francis; 
4.  Anthony;  5.  Joseph;  6.  Dioniso. 

Henry  Almonte  is  president  of  the 
Federal  Dairy  Ice  Cream  Co.,  Inc. ; 
Alfred  Almonte  is  Secretary;  Alfred 
Almonte  is  Treasurer. 

The  office  and  plant  of  the  Federal 
Dairy  Ice  Cream  Co.,  Inc.,  is  at  247 
Valley  Street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


ANDREANO,  Francesco  P. 

“Father  of  Columbus  Day’’  is  the 
title  with  which  thousands  of  Rhode 
Islanders  recognize  Francesco  P.  An- 
dreano,  for  many  years  a  prominent 
figure  among  fraternal  societies,  and 
regarded  as  the  principal  sponsor  of 
measures  which  have  resulted  in  the 
establishment  of  holidays  honoring  the 
great  discoverer  in  Rhode  Island. 

He  was  born  in  Ascoli  Satriano, 
Province  of  Foggia,  Italy,  July  1 6, 
1880,  the  son  of  Pasquale  and  Teresa 
(Rubia)  Andreano.  He  immigrated 
to  Providence  from  Italy  in  1904.  He 
became  chef  of  the  Crown  Hotel, 
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serving  there  for  many  years.  For  a 
while  he  conducted  an  automobile 
place  on  Broadway  and  in  1921 
started  a  grocery  and  market  business 
at  1134  Westminster  Street. 

It  was  due  to  Mr.  Andreano’s 
initiative  and  enthusiasm,  effectively 
aided  by  a  small  group  of  patriotic 
men,  that  in  September,  1 932,  an  ac¬ 
tive  campaign  was  started  to  have 
Columbus  Day  established  as  a  full 
legal  holiday.  Columbus  Day  as  a 
full  legal  holiday  became  a  law 
through  the  popular  election  held  in 
the  fall  of  1938.  On  October  12, 
1939,  it  was  celebrated  for  the  first 
time  as  a  full  legal  holiday  in  Rhode 
Island. 

One  of  the  foremost  in  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  patriotic  activities  among  Italo- 
American  societies,  he  succeeded  in 
organizing  the  Central  Columbus  Com¬ 
mittee,  its  chief  purpose  being  the  an¬ 
nual  celebration  of  Columbus  Day  in 
Rhode  Island.  As  leader  of  this 
organization  Mr.  Andreano  has  been 
eminently  successful. 

On  July  7,  1907,  Mr.  Andreano 
married  Maria  Salvagno.  Business 
address:  1134  Westminster  Street, 
Providence,  R.  I. 


ANNESE.  David  D. 

Business  man  and  well-known  in 
civic  and  fraternal  activities;  born  in 
Molfetta,  Province  of  Bari,  Italy,  the 
son  of  Gaetano  and  Vincenza  (Scar- 
digno)  Annese.  His  father,  a  veteran 
of  the  Italian  War  of  Independence, 
was  severely  wounded  in  the  naval 
battle  of  Lissa,  during  the  campaign 
against  Austria-Hungary  in  1866. 

He  received  his  education  in  his 
native  town,  whence  he  proceeded  to 
Turin,  graduating  from  the  tailoring 
and  designing  academy  of  that  import¬ 
ant  city.  Upon  completing  his  course 
he  spent  several  years  as  inspector  of 


uniforms  in  the  Royal  Italian  Rail¬ 
ways. 

Wishing  to  immigrate  to  the  United 
States  he  came  to  Providence  in  1  909, 
starting  his  career  in  the  tailoring  busi¬ 
ness.  Since  1 922  he  has  been  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Biltmore  Checking  and 
Valet  Department  at  the  Providence 
Biltmore. 

A  successful  business  man,  posses¬ 
sing  a  pleasing  personality,  strict  in¬ 
tegrity  and  proven  public  spirit,  al¬ 
ways  ready  to  help  his  fellowmen  in 
every  respect,  he  represents  the  best 
type  of  useful  and  upright  citizen. 

Along  with  his  business  activities, 
Mr.  Annese  is  very  active  in  civic  and 
fraternal  affairs.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Commercial  Travelers  Club,  the 
Aurora  Club  and  Lodge  Dante  Ali¬ 
ghieri  of  Order  Sons  of  Italy. 

On  October  28,  1913,  Mr.  An¬ 
nese  married  Paolina  Tonelli.  They 
are  the  parents  of  four  children :  1 . 
Gilda  ;  2.  Armand  ;  3.  Odosco;  4.  Rai- 
nold.  Home:  323  Sharon  Street, 
Providence,  R.  I. 


ANGELONI,  Tito,  M.D. 

Born  in  Rocchetta  al  Volturno, 
Province  of  Campobasso,  Italy,  Janu¬ 
ary  25,  1879,  the  son  of  Antonio  and 
Teresa  (Martini)  Angeloni.  Dr.  An- 
geloni  after  completing  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town,  studied  at 
the  Gymnasium  of  Montecassimo  and  at 
the  Lyceum  of  Aquila.  He  later  en¬ 
tered  the  Medical  School  of  the  Royal 
University  of  Naples  from  which  he 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  M.D.  in 
1905.  After  graduation  Dr.  Angeloni 
served  his  interneship  at  the  Gesu  e 
Maria  and  Incurabili  hospitals  of 
Naples.  Later  he  was  appointed  a 
physician  on  board  steamships  plying 
between  Naples  and  New  York.  Hav¬ 
ing  determined  to  practice  his  profes¬ 
sion  in  the  United  States,  he  settled 
down  in  Providence  in  1 906. 
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Dr.  Angeloni  passed  the  required 
medical  examination  both  in  Illinois 
and  Rhode  Island.  He  began  his  ac¬ 
tive  practice  of  medicine  in  Provi¬ 
dence  in  1  906. 

He  is  associated  with  the  staff  of 
the  Homeopathic  Hospital. 

Dr.  Angeloni  is  a  member  and  past 
president  of  the  Malpighi  Medical 
Club.  His  other  professional  and 
social  affiliations  include  the  Provi¬ 
dence  Medical  Society,  Rhode  Island 
Medical  Society,  and  the  Aurora 
Club. 

In  1913,  Dr.  Angeloni  married 
Teresa  Ziroli.  Office:  404  Branch 
Avenue,  Providence,  R.  I. 


ADDEO,  Michael 

Lawyer;  born  in  Providence,  July 
24,  1 898,  the  son  of  Eugenio  and 
Michela  (Parrillo)  Addeo.  His 
father  was  a  native  of  Moschiano 
Province  of  Avellino,  Italy.  His 
mother  was  a  native  of  Fontegreca. 
Italy.  The  Addeo  and  Parrillo  fam¬ 
ilies  were  among  the  original  settlers 
of  the  Eagle  Park  district  and  in  later 
years  were  among  the  dominent  forces 
behind  the  organization  of  the  Italo- 
Americans  of  that  section.  His  father, 
Eugenio  Addeo,  who  died  a  few  years 
ago,  was  one  of  the  founders  and  past 
presidents  of  the  Society  Maria  San- 
tissima  Della  Carita.  A  deeply  re¬ 
ligious  man,  he  left  a  monument  to  his 
generosity  in  the  shrine  dedicated  to 
Maria  Santissima  Della  Carita,  lo¬ 
cated  at  the  corner  of  Columbus 
Street  and  Douglas  Avenue,  in  the 
Eagle  Park  section.  The  shrine  was 
erected  on  land  donated  to  Mr.  Addeo 
by  former  U.  S.  Senator  Metcalf  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  there  a  place 
of  worship  for  the  Italians  of  Eagle 
Park. 

Michael  Addeo  attended  the  Provi¬ 
dence  public  schools  and,  following 
his  education  at  the  high  schools,  en¬ 


rolled  at  Boston  University  Law 
School,  from  which  he  received  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Law  and  Master 
of  Laws  in  1921.  Mr.  Addeo  was 
admitted  to  the  Rhode  Island  bar  in 
1922,  at  which  time  he  began  his  ac¬ 
tive  practice  of  law  in  Providence. 

His  professional,  social  and  frater¬ 
nal  affiliations  include  R.  I.  Bar 
Association,  Aurora  Club,  St.  Anthony 
Council  of  Knights  of  Columbus  and 
other  organizations.  He  is  also  a  trustee 
of  St.  Ann’s  Church.  Office:  940  Hos¬ 
pital  Trust  Building,  Providence,  R.  I. 


ADDEO,  Alexander 

Building  Inspector  of  the  City  of 
Providence;  born  in  Providence,  June 
26,  1 899,  the  son  of  Nunzio  and 
Celeste  (Ricci)  Addeo.  Both  his  pa¬ 
rents  were  natives  of  Italy,  and  have 
always  resided  in  the  Eagle  Park  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  city.  He  attended  the  Veazie 
street  grammar  school  and  Technical 
High  school.  Following  his  graduation 
from  high  school,  he  enrolled  at  Brown 
University,  where  he  received  his  de¬ 
gree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  civil 
engineering  in  1  920.  After  completing 
his  education  he  began  his  career  by 
associating  himself  with  Ernest  Santan- 
gini,  a  well-known  engineer,  and  to¬ 
gether  they  started  the  firm  of  Addeo 
&  Santangini,  architects  and  engineers. 
When  Mr.  Santangini  received  a  posi¬ 
tion  with  the  U.  S.  government  in  1  926 
Mr.  Addeo  started  an  office  alone 
which  he  carried  on  until  1930,  when 
he  accepted  the  position  of  inspector  of 
construction  in  the  Department  of  Pub¬ 
lic  Buildings.  In  May,  1932,  he  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  Building  Inspec¬ 
tor  by  the  City  Council  for  a  term  of 
three  years.  Successively  re-elected  to 
this  office,  in  the  years  that  have  elapsed 
the  wisdom  of  the  choice  of  the  Provi¬ 
dence  City  Council  has  been  thoroughly 
demonstrated  by  the  able  effective  serv¬ 
ices  rendered  by  this  devoted  public 
servant. 
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As  Building  Inspector,  Mr.  Addeo 
will  go  down  in  history  for  his  fine  work 
in  having  ordered  and  directed  the  raz¬ 
ing  of  721  obsolete  and  unsafe  build¬ 
ings  in  Providence  in  the  past  eight 
years.  For  this  reason,  the  city  is  better 
looking  without  them.  When  he  com¬ 
pletes  his  job  to  rid  Providence  of  the 
remainder  of  its  century-old  accumula¬ 
tion  of  shabby  and  unsafe  buildings, 
the  community  will  offer  thanks  to  Mr. 
Addeo  for  having  made  it  safer  and 
pleasanter  to  look  upon — and  in  a  better 
position  to  encourage  the  new  construc¬ 
tion  that  will  be  needed  as  its  growth 
continues. 

Also  prominent  in  professional,  social 
and  fraternal  organizations,  Mr.  Addeo 
is  Vice  President  of  the  New  England 
Building  Officials  Conference;  member 
of  the  Providence  Society  of  Engineers ; 
member  of  Societa  Santissima  Della 
Carita;  Aurora  Club  and  other  organ¬ 
izations. 

Genial  and  popular  among  all  classes 
of  people,  his  services  to  worthy  causes 
are  broad  and  useful. 

On  January  14,  1926,  Mr.  Addeo 
married  Maria  Helen  Cicerone.  They 
are  the  parents  of  one  son:  Nunzio 
Alexander.  Home:  1  12  Suffolk  street. 
Providence,  R.  I. 


AMORE,  Antonio  J. 

Tax  Collector  and  Chief  of  Natick 
Fire  Department;  born  in  Roccamon- 
fina.  Province  of  Naples,  Italy,  August 
29,  1905,  the  son  of  Michele  and 
Apollonia  (Feole)  Amore.  In  1912, 
he  was  brought  to  the  United  States 
by  his  mother  to  join  his  father  in 
Natick. 

He  attended  the  Natick  public 
schools  and  evening  high  school.  At  an 
early  age  he  started  life  at  the  Natick 
mills.  In  1921  he  started  an  electrical 
store  for  himself,  and  in  1  936  he  added 
the  furniture  business  to  his  enterprise. 


In  the  past  years  he  has  held  the  office 
of  Tax  Collector  and  Chief  of  the 
Natick  Fire  Department. 

Mr.  Amore  is  an  honorary  member 
of  the  Natick  Branch  of  the  Italian 
War  Veterans. 

Mr.  Amore  married  on  September 
6,  1926.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Amore  are 
the  parents  of  three  children :  1 .  An¬ 
thony,  Jr.;  2.  Michael;  3.  Myrna. 
Address:  658  Providence  street.  West 
Warwick,  R.  I. 


BUCCI,  Vincent  A. 

Insurance  underwriter  and  public 
official,  born  in  Concacasale,  Province 
of  Campobasso,  Italy,  November  4, 
1  894,  the  son  of  Domenico  and  Anna 
Pascale  Bucci. 

He  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  town,  and 
at  the  age  of  1  6  came  to  the  United 
States,  settling  in  Providence.  Upon  his 
arrival  in  Providence  he  worked  at 
anything  that  he  could  find  in  order  to 
earn  an  honest  livlihood.  In  1923  he 
entered  the  service  of  the  Prudential 
Insurance  Company  of  America  in 
which  field  he  has  been  eminently  suc¬ 
cessful. 

In  politics  Mr.  Bucci  is  a  prominent 
Democrat.  In  1936  he  was  elected 
Councilman  from  the  4th  Ward.  In 
1938  he  was  re-elected  and  is  serving 
his  term  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
his  constituents. 

Mr.  Bucci  is  a  past-president  of  the 
4  th  Ward  Democratic  Club,  now 
called  the  Rao  Democratic  Campaign 
Club.  In  1  933  he  was  elected  President 
of  the  society  Vittorio  Emanuele  III 
and  has  been  re-elected  ever  since.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  B.P.O.  of  Elks. 

On  January  28,  1924,  Mr.  Bucci, 
married  Anna  Lisi.  They  became  the 
parents  of  three  children :  1 .  Thomas ; 
2.  Edward;  3.  Vincent.  Home:  199 
Langdon  street.  Providence,  R.  I. 
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BALBONI,  Joseph  F. 

Manufacturer,  born  in  Renazzo, 
Province  of  Ferrara,  Italy,  November 
26,  1 893,  the  son  of  Giacomo  and 
Marianna  Zannotti  Balboni. 

At  an  early  age  he  was  brought  to 
the  United  States  by  his  parents.  After 
attending  the  Boston  public  schools,  at 
the  age  of  1  4  he  served  his  apprentice¬ 
ship  in  a  mattress  factory,  learning  all 
the  branches  of  the  business.  He  dem¬ 
onstrated  his  ability  and  won  rapid 
advancement. 

In  1923  he  moved  to  Providence 
in  which  city  he  established  a  co-part¬ 
nership  under  the  name  of  Justice  Bed¬ 
ding  Company,  for  the  manufacture  of 
high  grade  bedding.  Through  the  sa¬ 
gacity  and  enterprise  of  its  partners 
this  concern  ranks  high  in  the  bedding 
industry  of  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  Balboni  is  President  of  the 
Fede,  Patria  e  Lavoro  Club  of  East 
Providence.  His  other  fraternal  and  so¬ 
cial  affiliations  include  the  Elks  and 
Knights  of  Columbus. 

On  May  15,  1920,  Mr.  Balboni 
married  Adelina  Busi.  They  became 
the  parents  of  three  children :  1 .  Don- 
aldo  L. ;  2.  Bernice;  3.  Gloria. 

The  Justice  Bedding  Co.,  Inc.,  of 
which  concern  Mr.  Balboni  is  one  of 
the  founders  and  an  active  partner  is 
located  at  204  Aborn  street.  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I.  Home:  70  Mountain 
avenue,  East  Providence,  R.  I. 


BUONANNO.  Bernard  Joseph 

Teacher;  born  in  Providence,  No¬ 
vember  7,  1 908,  the  son  of  Anthony 
and  Vincenza  (Cipriano)  Buonanno. 
His  father,  a  native  of  Roccamonfina, 
Italy,  immigrated  to  these  shores  about 

1898. 

He  received  his  education  in  the 
Providence  public  schools  and  Classical 
High  school,  graduating  in  1 928.  He 
then  entered  Providence  College,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1 932  with  the 


degree  of  B.  Ph.  For  one  year  he  was 
compelled  to  go  to  work  in  order  to 
earn  money  for  his  education.  Resum¬ 
ing  his  studies  in  1933  he  took  up  a 
Graduate  Course  at  Rhode  Island  Col¬ 
lege  of  Education,  from  which  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  degree  of  B.  Ed.  in  1934. 
From  1934  to  1936  he  took  up  an 
extension  course  in  education  at  Brown 
University.  In  1937  he  attended  Boston 
University,  receiving  the  degree  of  Mas¬ 
ter  of  Education  in  1  939. 

In  January,  1936,  he  started  his 
career  as  a  teacher  at  the  Samuel  W. 
Bridgham  Jr.  High  School.  In  Septem¬ 
ber,  1938,  he  was  promoted  to  the 
Guidance  Department. 

Mr.  Buonanno  is  an  Assistant  Dis¬ 
trict  Commissioner  of  Boy  Scouts.  His 
other  professional,  social  and  fraternal 
affiliations  include  Clavis  Cultural 
Club;  Catholic  Confraternity  Associa¬ 
tion;  National  Vocational  Association. 


BUONANNO,  Bernard  V. 

Teacher;  born  in  Providence,  May 
4,  1 909,  the  son  of  Vincenzo  and 
Adelina  Cipriano  Buonanno. 

He  received  his  education  in  the 
local  public  schools,  Classical  High 
school  and  Brown  University,  from 
which  he  graduated  with  the  degree 
of  A.  B.  in  1931.  He  received  the 
degree  of  Master  of  Arts  from  Brown 

in  1935. 

He  began  his  active  career  as  a  pub¬ 
lic  school  teacher  at  the  Senior  High 
school  at  Apponaug  in  1932,  remain¬ 
ing  there  until  1935.  While  there  he 
coached  the  track  team  of  the  Warwick 
High  school.  In  1  936  he  was  appointed 
teacher  of  French  and  History  at  Clas¬ 
sical  High  school  in  Providence,  and 
because  of  his  versatility  in  athletics, 
he  was  also  made  Track  Coach.  During 
the  first  year  of  his  appointment,  he 
won  the  first  track  championship  ever 
won  by  Classical  High  school.  After 
the  first  year  as  Track  Coach,  he  was 
also  appointed  Football  Coach. 
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Mr.  Buonanno  is  a  member  of  Mo¬ 
dern  Language  Association  and  Na¬ 
tional  Vocational  Association. 

On  April  12,  1937,  Mr.  Buonanno 
married  Josephine  Antenucci  of  Provi¬ 
dence.  They  became  the  parents  of  one 
child:  Bernard,  Jr. 


EAGALIA,  Violet  R. 

Teacher;  born  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
the  daughter  of  Andrew  Angelo  Bag- 
alia  and  Silvia  Iovene.  Her  father  is 
a  native  of  Capriati  al  Volturno,  Italy, 
who  immigrated  to  these  shores  some 
forty  years  ago.  Her  mother  is  also 
a  native  of  Italy. 

She  attended  the  Providence  public 
schools  and  graduated  from  Technical 
High  school  in  1932.  Thence  she  en¬ 
tered  the  Rhode  Island  College  of  Ed¬ 
ucation,  from  which  she  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  B.  Ed.  in  1936.  While 
at  R.  I.  College  of  Education  she  was 
a  member  of  Circolo  Manzoni  and 
Dramatic  Club. 

M  iss  Bacalia  began  teaching  as  a 
student  teacher  in  1937  and  received 
an  appointment  as  permanent  teacher 
in  1938.  She  is  listed  as  a  kindergarten 
teacher  at  Nelson  Street  school. 

Miss  Bagalia’s  social,  professional 
and  fraternal  affiliations  include  Cath¬ 
olic  Choral  Club,  Faculty  Players  and 
St.  Ann’s  choir. 


EERTOLINI,  William 

Steel  inspector,  born  in  Pawtucket, 
R.  I.,  August  30,  1904,  the  son  of 
John  and  Mary  (Giudici)  Bertolini. 
After  attending  the  public  schools  of 
Pawtucket,  at  the  age  of  15  he  went 
to  work  for  Newman-Crosby  Steel  Cor¬ 
poration,  starting  first  as  an  apprentice 
of  cold  roll  steel  and  later  as  a  steel 
worker,  in  which  he  demonstrated  his 
ability.  He  won  rapid  advancement, 
and  in  a  few  years  he  became  steel  in¬ 
spector. 


He  is  a  member  of  Lodge  Roma, 
Order  Sons  of  Italy,  of  Pawtucket, 

R.  I. 

On  October  16,  1933,  Mr.  Berto¬ 
lini  married  Catherine  Coletti  of  Provi¬ 
dence.  They  became  the  parents  of  two 
children:  1.  William  John ;  2.  Robert 
Alfred.  Home:  137  Wallace  street, 
Providence,  R.  I. 


BERNASCONI,  E.  J..  M.D. 

Born  in  New  York  City,  March  12, 
1905,  the  son  of  Luigi  and  Maria 
(Brunelli)  Bernasconi. 

Dr.  Bernasconi  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  elementary  schools  of  Rome, 
Italy;  afterwards  at  Tyler  Grammar 
school.  Providence,  1919;  English 
High  school.  Providence,  1925;  Prov¬ 
idence  College,  Providence,  Ph.  B., 
1927;  graduated  St.  Louis  University 
of  Medicine,  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  M. 
D„  1932. 

After  serving  his  interneship  at  St. 
Joseph’s  Hospital,  Providence,  1932- 
33,  he  was  awarded  a  three  year 
Graduate  Fellowship  in  Ophthalmology 
at  St.  Louis  Medical  School,  St.  Louis, 
Mo.  Returning  there  he  served  as  senior 
interne  in  Ophthalmology  at  St.  Louis 
University  Group  of  Hospitals,  1 934- 
35  ;  Assistant  Resident  in  Ophthalmolo¬ 
gy,  St.  Louis  Group  of  Hospitals, 
1935-36;  Resident  in  Ophthalmology, 
St.  Louis  University  Group  of  Hospi¬ 
tals,  1936-37  ;  received  degree  of  Mas¬ 
ter  of  Ophthalmology  by  St.  Louis  Uni¬ 
versity  Graduate  School,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  1937;  instructor  in  Ophthal¬ 
mology  at  Indiana  University  School  of 
Medicine,  1937;  consultant  Ophthal¬ 
mologist,  Indiana  University  Medical 
Center,  1937.  Appointed  assistant 
Ophthalmologist,  Rhode  Island  Hospi¬ 
tal,  Providence,  1  939  ;  appointed  Oph¬ 
thalmologist,  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital, 
Providence,  1939.  He  is  on  the  staffs 
of  Rhode  Island  Hospital,  St.  Joseph’s 
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Hospital,  Homeopathic  Hospital  and 
Memorial  Hospital  of  Pawtucket. 

Dr.  Bernasconi  is  a  member  of  the 
Providence  Medical  Society,  Italo-Am- 
erican  Club  and  Bradford  Club.  He  is 
Captain  in  the  Medical  Reserve. Office: 
271  Broadway,  Providence,  R.  I. 


EUONANNO.  Joseph  Eddy 

Teacher;  born  in  Providence,  June 
27,  1910,  the  son  of  Vincenzo  and 
Adelina  Cipriano  Buonanno. 

He  received  his  education  in  the 
local  public  schools;  afterwards  at 
Dean  Academy,  1 929 ;  Massanutten 
Military  School  of  Woodstock,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  1  930 ;  spent  a  summer  season  at 
the  University  of  California,  1932; 
Brown  University,  B.A.,  1934. 

Following  his  graduation  from  Brown 
University,  he  began  his  active  career 
as  a  teacher  at  Massanutten  Military 
Academy  in  1 934,  teaching  Latin, 
English  and  History.  In  1 933  he  be¬ 
gan  teaching  at  Hope  High  school, 
where  he  is  listed  as  a  teacher  of  Social 
Sciences. 

While  at  Brown  he  was  captain  of 
the  Brown  University  football  team, 
the  first  student  of  Italian  extraction 
ever  to  hold  such  an  honor.  Since  1935 
he  has  been  a  coach  in  football  at 
Brown  University. 

On  May  4,  1934,  Mr.  Buonanno 
married  Helen  Louise  Mitchell  of  Lin¬ 
coln,  R.  I.,  a  member  of  an  old  New 
England  family.  They  became  the 
parents  of  one  child:  Joseph,  Jr. 


BAGLINI,  John  Joseph 

Teacher;  born  in  Pisa,  Italy,  Feb¬ 
ruary  8,  1897,  the  son  of  Giuseppe 
and  Massimina  (Cateni)  Baglini.  In 
1 903,  when  six  years  old,  he  was 
brought  to  these  shores  by  his  mother, 
to  join  his  father  in  Providence. 

He  received  his  education  in  the 
Providence  public  schools  and  at  La 


Salle  Academy,  from  which  he  grad¬ 
uated  in  1  920.  He  then  attended  Prov¬ 
idence  College,  from  which  he  grad¬ 
uated  with  the  degree  of  Ph.  B.  in 
1925. 

In  1930  he  was  appointed  teacher 
of  Modern  Languages  at  the  Central 
High  school,  a  position  which  he  still 
holds. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Columbus. 

On  July  6,  1931,  Mr.  Baglini  mar¬ 
ried  Bilva  Almonte,  of  Providence. 


BELLIOTTI,  Joseph  L..  M.D. 

The  beginning  of  immigration  from 
Sicily  to  Rhode  Island  started  in  the 
late  seventies  and  eighties.  Among  the 
personalities  who  have  emerged  from 
this  group  is  Dr.  Joseph  L.  Belliotti. 


BUCCI,  Epidio  A. 

Bank  supervisor ;  born  in  Providence, 
February  1  4,  1  906,  the  son  of  Ismaele 
and  Anna  (De  Cristofaro)  Bucci,  who 
were  born  respectively,  at  Cupello,  and 
at  Vasto,  in  the  Province  of  Chieti, 
Italy. 

He  attended  the  local  public  schools 
and  Technical  High  school.  Following 
his  leaving  school,  he  worked  for  a 
few  months  as  an  errand  boy  for  the 
Providence  Community  Fund.  Subse¬ 
quently,  in  1  923,  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital  Trust 
Company,  as  a  messenger  boy.  Being 
ambitious  and  studious,  he  advanced 
gradually  to  positions  of  importance 
and  responsibility  as  he  demonstrated 
the  merits  of  his  services.  At  the  time 
of  his  death,  he  held  the  position  of 
Supervisor  of  the  Trust  Department  of 
the  R.  I.  Hospital  Trust  Company. 

Mr.  Bucci  died  on  March  27,  1940. 
He  was  a  most  promising  young  man. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  R.  I.  Hospi¬ 
tal  Trust  Bank  Club  and  of  the  Provi¬ 
dence  Y.M.C.A.,  and  had  taken  an 
active  part  in  community  life. 


Italo-Americans  of  Rhode  Island 


41 


BONITATI,  Michael 

General  contractor  and  builder,  born 
in  Pettorano  sul  Gizio,  Province  of 
Aquila,  Italy,  May  5,  1890,  the  son 
of  Giovanni  and  Filomena  Cipriano 
Bonitati.  He  attended  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  town  for  a  short  time,  then 
at  the  age  of  7  became  a  wage  earner, 
beginning  to  work  at  anything  he  could 
find.  At  the  age  of  15  he  immigrated 
to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Provi¬ 
dence.  Upon  arriving  here  in  1 905 
he  obtained  employment  with  leading 
contractors  and  at  the  same  time  at¬ 
tended  the  evining  public  schools,  thus 
preparing  himself  for  citizenship  and 
a  business  career.  Later  he  became  an 
expert  carpenter  and  gained  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  all  the  deails  of  the  con¬ 
tracting  business. 

In  1 928  Mr.  Bonitati  went  into 
business  for  himself  starting  a  general 
contracting  and  building  concern,  spe¬ 
cializing  in  the  construction  of  fine 
homes,  gasoline  filling  stations  and  all 
kinds  of  cement  work. 

In  1914  Mr.  Bonitati  married  As- 
sunta  Cifelli,  American  born.  They  are 
the  parents  of  six  children :  1 .  Giovan¬ 
ni;  2.  Joseph,  a  graduate  of  Bryant 
College  with  the  degree  of  B.S.  in 
accountancy;  3.  Philomena;  4.  Or¬ 
lando;  5.  Evelyn;  6.  Michael,  Jr. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Fraternal 
Order  of  Eagles. 

Mr.  Bonitati  is  engaged  in  business 
under  the  name  of  Michael  Bonitati  & 
Sons.  Office:  59  Mink  Road,  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I. 


BENTI,  Frank  J. 

Union  official.  When  the  first  Italian 
immigrants  arrived  here  forty  or  fifty 
years  ago,  they  were  invariably  met 
with  suspicion,  contempt  and  hostility 
by  the  laboring  elements  of  the  older 
racial  groups  who  looked  upon  them 
as  men  who  came  here  to  accept 
lower  wages  or  to  take  the  places  of 


organized  labor.  In  other  words,  they 
were  accused  as  being  scabs,  giving 
rise  to  ill-feeling  between  the  newly 
arrived  Italian  immigrants  and  the  or¬ 
ganized  laboring  classes  of  the  United 
States.  But  through  the  influence  of 
the  American  public  schools,  with  the 
bettering  of  the  Italians  in  the  cultural 
knowledge,  with  the  arrival  from  Italy 
of  an  intellectual  class  of  Italians,  and 
with  the  advent  of  the  Americanized 
Italo-Americans,  labor  organizations 
have  made  rapid  progress  among  Ital¬ 
ians.  If  there  is  today  a  class  of  work¬ 
men  who  are  most  eager  to  join  labor 
unions  and  help  in  bettering  the  lot 
of  wage  earners  are  the  working  people 
of  Italian  descent.  From  this  class  of 
workers  have  emerged  labor  leaders 
who  are  now  not  only  active  in  organ¬ 
izing  labor  but  some  of  them  are  in 
the  forefront  as  union  officials. 

An  American-born  of  Italian  descent 
who  has  emerged  to  high  place  in  organ¬ 
ized  labor,  and  was  promoted  to  in¬ 
creasingly  important  posts  is  Frank  J. 
Benti.  He  was  born  in  Garfield,  N.  J., 
November,  1907,  the  son  of  Emo  and 
Filomena  Benti,  both  natives  of  Italy. 
His  father  immigrated  to  the  United 
States  some  fifty  years  ago. 

He  attended  the  elementary  and  high 
schools  of  Garfield.  At  the  age  of  1  6 
he  entered  the  employ  of  a  silk  mill 
at  Lodi,  N.  J.,  where  he  worked  in 
various  departments  and  learned  all 
the  details  of  the  textile  industry.  From 
the  time  he  became  a  wage-earner,  he 
showed  a  lively  interest  in  the  growth 
of  labor  movements,  and  was  most 
active  in  organizing  labor. 

In  1933  he  was  very  active  in  or¬ 
ganizing  the  dyers  union.  Following  its 
organization  he  became  president  of  Lo¬ 
cal  Dyers  1  932  of  Passaic,  N.  J.  Later 
he  was  active  in  organizing  the  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Dyers  and  became  its  vice-presi¬ 
dent.  He  subsequently  organized  the 
dyers  in  New  England,  receiving  the 
appointment  of  Textile  Director  for  the 
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state  of  Rhode  Island  of  the  Textile 
Workers  Union  of  America. 

A  youthful  official,  possessing  hon¬ 
esty  of  purpose  and  unbending  in  his 
principles,  Mr.  Benti  has  traveled  ex¬ 
tensively  throughout  the  Middle  Atlan¬ 
tic  states  and  New  England,  and  has 
become  personally  known  to  great  num¬ 
bers  of  CIO  members  and  workers  in 
general.  He  is  President  of  the  Passaic 
Dyers  Local,  1932;  Executive  Vice- 
President,  Federation  of  Dyers,  Fin¬ 
ishers,  Printers  and  Bleachers  of  Am¬ 
erica ;  State  Director,  Textile  Workers 
Union  in  Rhode  Island;  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent,  Rhode  Island  CIO  Council. 

Mr.  Benti’s  office  is  at  38  Plainfield 
street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


BRUNO.  Gabriele 

General  contractor  and  builder,  born 
in  Panni,  Province  of  Foggia,  Italy, 
April  8,  1  884,  the  son  of  Paolo  and 
Caterina  Bruno. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  ol 
his  native  town  until  twelve  years  ol 
age,  when  he  served  his  apprenticeship 
in  carpentering.  For  some  years,  there¬ 
after,  he  worked  as  a  skilled  carpenter 
and  gained  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  contracting  business.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  he  immigrated  to  the  United 
States,  settling  in  Providence,  He  at 
once  obtained  employment  and  worked 
at  his  trade  until  1925,  at  which  time 
he  started  a  contracting  business  for 
himself.  He  has  been  very  successful 
and  during  the  fifteen  years  that  Mr. 
Bruno  has  been  in  the  contracting  busi¬ 
ness,  many  fine  houses  have  been  erect¬ 
ed,  and  the  Italo-American  communi¬ 
ty  owes  much  of  its  residential  growth 
to  the  public  spirit,  energy  and  busi¬ 
ness  foresight  of  Gabriele  Bruno. 
Known  for  his  honesty  and  ability,  he 
deserves  that  typically  American  title, 
a  self-made  man. 

Mr.  Bruno  is  a  member  of  the  Pan- 
nese  Society. 


On  October  1 8,  1 908,  Mr.  Bruno 
married  Carmela  Clasca,  a  native  of 
Deliceto,  Province  of  Foggia  Italy. 
They  are  the  parents  of  six  children : 
1 .  Paul,  associated  with  his  father  in 
the  business;  2.  Joseph,  associated 
w.th  his  father  in  the  business;  3.  Cat¬ 
erina  ;  4.  Rocco,  a  medical  student  at 
Western  Reserve  University;  3.  Clelia, 
a  student ;  6.  Atlante,  associated  with 
his  father  in  the  business. 

Mr.  Bruno  conducts  his  business  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  G.  Bruno  &  Sons, 
general  contractors  and  builders.  Office; 
4  Courtland  street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


BARONE,  Salvine 

Business  man.  Barone  is  one  of  the 
oldest  Italian  families  in  Rhode  Island, 
and  dates  back  to  the  70’s  when  his 
father,  Saverio  Barone,  one  of  the  earli¬ 
est  Italians  to  immigrate  from  Capriati 
al  Volturno,  Italy,  settled  in  Providence 
and  helped  in  the  building  up  of  the 
Italian  colony.  Saverio  Barone  married 
Teresa  Cipriani,  also  from  Capriati  al 
Volturno,  Italy.  Saverio  Barone  died 
in  Providence  on  July  25,  1939. 

Besides  Salvine,  of  this  sketch,  an¬ 
other  son  of  the  late  Saverio  and  Tere¬ 
sa  Cipriani  Barone  was  the  late  Nicho¬ 
las  Barone,  who  enlisted  in  the  United 
States  Army  in  1918.  He  died  at 
Camp  Mead,  Maryland,  in  November, 
1918.  The  Nichola  Barone  Post,  Am¬ 
erican  Legion,  is  named  in  his  honor. 
The  Nicholas  Barone  Memorial  Square 
at  the  corner  of  Charles  street  and 
Branch  avenue,  is  also  named  in  his 
honor. 

Salvine  Barone,  was  born  in  Provi¬ 
dence,  May  5,  1892.  After  leaving 
school  at  the  age  of  fifteen  he  went  to 
work  for  Comstock  Dairy.  He  later 
was  employed  as  salesman  by  J.  P. 
Squire.  In  1918  he  enlisted  in  the 
United  States  Army,  serving  as  clerk 
at  Quartermaster  Department,  Head¬ 
quarters,  Camp  Dix,  N.  J.  He  was 
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honorably  discharged  in  December, 
1918.  Following  his  discharge,  he  re¬ 
sumed  his  job  at  J.  P.  Squire.  Next  he 
went  into  the  provisions  business  and 
later  sold  shares  for  the  Narragansett 
F  illing  Station.  He  then  became  man¬ 
ager  of  a  filling  station  on  Atwells  and 
Harris  avenues.  In  1928  he  established 
a  business  for  himself,  the  Barone  Oil 
Company,  at  39 1  Charles  street,  in 
which  venture  he  has  been  engaged 
ever  since. 

On  June  16,  1932,  Mr.  Barone 
married  Della  Albanese,  American 
born.  They  are  the  parents  of  one 
child:  Saverio  Frank  Barone.  Address: 
391  Charles  street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


BOIANI,  Lodovina  Gentili 

Hotel  proprietor  and  well-known 
civic  and  fraternal  worker ;  born  in 
Fano,  Province  of  Pesaro,  Italy, 
March  27,  1889,  the  daughter  of  Fil¬ 
ippo  Gentili  and  Santa  Iacucci  Gen¬ 
tili.  She  attended  the  public  schools  and 
later  entered  the  boarding  school  main¬ 
tained  by  the  pious  nuns  Venerini  in 
her  native  town.  While  there  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  her  education,  she  studied  dress 
making-designing. 

On  April  21,  1910,  she  married 
Dandolo  Boiani.  In  1912  she  came 
to  the  United  States  to  join  her  hus¬ 
band  in  Newport.  She  is  the  mother  ol 
two  children :  1 .  Philip,  an  investigator 
for  the  Compensation  Board;  2.  Mrs. 
Laura  Peterson. 

Mrs.  Gentili  Boiani  is  a  founder 
and  president  of  Circolo  Culturale  Ital- 
iano ;  founder  and  president  of  Ladies’ 
Auxiliary  of  Order  Sons  of  Italy ; 
founder  and  lecturer  of  Lodge  St.  Cath¬ 
arine  of  Order  Sons  of  Italy ;  member 
of  Lodge  Progresso  e  Civilta  of  Order 
Sons  of  Italy;  member  of  Holy  Family 
of  Cenacle  Convent;  member  of  the 
Democratic  City  Committee.  Home: 
Hotel  Cranston,  171  Broadway,  New¬ 
port,  R.  I. 


BOVE.  Anthony,  Right  Rev.  Msgr. 

See  Page  42,  First  Edition,  Italo- 
Americans  of  Rhode  Island,  1 936. 


CALDARONE,  James 

Proprietor  of  Academy  Motor  Sales, 
and  well-known  in  business  and  frater¬ 
nal  circles;  born  in  Marzano  Appio, 
Province  of  Naples,  Italy,  September 
1  7,  1  896,  the  son  of  Angelo  and  Tere¬ 
sa  (Capuano)  Caldarone,  both  natives 
of  the  same  town.  His  father  who  came 
to  Rhode  Island  in  1885,  was  one  of 
the  earliest  immigrants  from  Marzano 
Appio  to  settle  in  Providence. 

When  three  years  old  he  was  brought 
to  Providence.  He  was  educated  in  the 
local  public  schools,  and  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  he  began  his  apprenticeship 
as  an  automobile  mechanic  and  success¬ 
fully  followed  his  trade  in  the  shops 
of  many  outstanding  automobile  con¬ 
cerns  until  1 924,  at  which  time  he 
opened  his  own  business  as  an  automo¬ 
bile  dealer.  With  offices  and  sales 
rooms  located  on  Academy  avenue,  this 
establishment  over  which  Mr.  Calda¬ 
rone  directs,  is  one  of  the  most  success¬ 
ful  and  most  capably  conducted  enter¬ 
prises  of  its  type  in  the  Mount  Pleasant 
district. 

For  many  years  prominently  active 
in  fraternal  organizations,  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  St.  Anthony  Council,  Knights 
of  Columbus ;  Lodge  Vittoria,  Order 
Sons  of  Italy. 

Mr.  Caldarone  married  on  May  23, 
1915,  Maria  Celano,  a  native  of  Bas¬ 
ilicata,  Italy.  They  are  the  parents  of 
four  children :  1 .  Albert,  a  graduate  of 
R.  I.  College  in  Business  Administra¬ 
tion;  2.  Raymond;  3.  Evelyn;  4. 
Beatrice. 

Mr.  Caldarone’s  Academy  Motor 
Sales,  dealing  in  De  Soto  and  Plymouth 
cars,  is  at  247  Academy  avenue.  Prov¬ 
idence,  R.  I. 
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CAPALDI,  Isidoro 

General  contractor;  born  at  Filigna- 
no.  Province  of  Campobasso,  Italy, 
May  10,  1876,  the  son  of  Gaetano 
and  Angela  (Capaldi)  Capaldi.  At 
the  early  age  of  twelve  he  was  brought 
to  the  United  States  by  his  father. 
Upon  coming  to  this  country  he  was 
immediately  put  to  work  with  contrac¬ 
tors  and  builders.  From  that  time  began 
a  determined  struggle  for  survival  in 
the  land  of  opportunity.  After  spend¬ 
ing  many  years  in  acquiring  a  thorough 
knowlege  of  all  the  details  of  the  con¬ 
tracting  work,  Mr.  Capaldi  went  into 
business  for  himself  starting  a  general 
contracting  concern  specializing  in  sew¬ 
erage  and  water  works.  His  activities 
as  a  contractor  have  carried  him  to 
Massachusetts,  New  York  and  other 
states. 

Mr.  Capaldi  has  made  for  himself 
a  position  among  the  leading  contractors 
of  this  city  and  takes  an  active  part  in 
Italo-American  affairs. 

In  1 903  Mr.  Capaldi  married  Chia- 
rina  (Passarelli)  Capaldi.  They  are 
the  parents  of  the  following  children: 
John  Vincent,  Gaetano,  Edward  and 
Alfred,  all  of  whom  are  associated  with 
their  father ;  Arthur,  a  jewelry  tool- 
maker;  Mrs.  Yolanda  Fleming;  Mad¬ 
eline,  a  student ;  Humbert,  a  student. 

Mr.  Capaldi  is  engaged  in  business 
under  the  name  of  Isidoro  Capaldi  & 
Sons,  of  which  he  is  president  and 
treasurer.  Home:  335  Branch  avenue. 
Office:  296  Silver  Spring  avenue. 
Providence,  R.  I. 


CALCAGNI,  Frank 

Captain  Providence  Fire  Alarm  De¬ 
partment;  born  in  Arce,  Province  of 
Frosinone,  Italy,  January  5,  1893,  the 
son  of  Gennaro  and  Livia  (Grimaldi) 
Calcagni. 

When  young  Calcagni  landed  here 
from  Italy  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  he 
attended  the  evening  public  schools  and 


later  studied  under  private  teachers.  He 
joined  the  Providence  Fire  Department 
on  April  4,  1917.  On  June  15,  1918, 
he  enlisted  in  the  U.  S.  Army.  In  the 
meantime  he  attended  a  course  in  elec¬ 
tricity  at  the  University  of  New  York, 
graduating  on  August  13,  1918.  In 
a  few  months  he  had  advanced  as  in¬ 
structor  at  the  telephone  school,  at  Co¬ 
lumbia,  South  Carolina,  serving  with 
the  rank  of  sergeant.  Later  he  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  the  rank  of  sergeant-major, 
serving  for  eight  months  with  the  1  2  th 
Regiment  Field  Artillery,  at  Columbia, 
South  Carolina,  He  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  on  January  15,  1919. 

Upon  his  return  to  Providence  he 
was  assigned  as  a  telephone  operator 
in  the  Fire  Alarm  Department.  In 
1  926  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
lieutenant  in  the  Fire  Alarm  Depart¬ 
ment.  In  1927  he  went  to  Europe 
where  he  attended  the  convention 
of  the  American  Legion.  In  1936  he 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain 
in  the  Fire  Alarm  Department,  the 
first  Italo-American  in  Rhode  Island 
ever  to  hold  such  an  important  position. 

Captain  Calcagni  married  (first),  in 
1921,  the  late  Carmela  Di  Luglio, 
deceased.  He  married  the  second  time, 
Rose  Ferrara,  in  1929.  He  is  the 
father  of  the  following  children :  1 . 
Frank,  Jr.;  2.  Robert;  3.  Theresa. 


CHIAVERINI,  William 

Pianist  and  organist;  born  in  Provi¬ 
dence,  January,  18  1901,  the  son  of 
Gaetano  and  Angelina  (Del  Mastro) 
Chiaverini. 

He  was  educated  in  the  Providence 
public  schools  and  Classical  High 
school.  He  studied  piano  under  Maestro 
Arturo  Mariano  of  Providence  and 
Prof.  George  Slocum  of  Pawtucket. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  was  con¬ 
nected  as  pianist  with  Maestro  Pet- 
tine’s  Orchestra  at  Rhodes-on-the-Paw- 
tuxet.  During  1923-31  he  was  engaged 
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at  Fay’s  Theatre.  In  1931-33  he 
played  at  the  Albee  Theatre.  In  1933 
he  returned  to  Fay’s  Theatre  and  has 
held  the  position  as  pianist  ever  since. 
He  has  been  among  the  first  musicians 
in  Providence  to  broadcast  on  the  radio. 

Mr.  Chiaverini  is  a  past  organist  o f 
the  Providence  Lodge  of  Elks. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee  of  Local  198,  American  Feder¬ 
ation  of  Musicians. 

In  1927  Mr.  Chiaverini  married 
Alice  Hammel. 


CAPUTI,  Nicholas  G. 


NICHOLAS  G.  CAPUTI 

Insurance  broker;  born  in  Provi¬ 
dence,  June  14,  1893,  the  son  of  Jo¬ 
seph  M.  and  Amalia  Mironi.  The 
father,  one  of  the  early  immigrants 
from  Basilicata,  Italy,  was  the  first 
Italo-American  to  hold  the  office  of 
Barber  Commissioner  in  Rhode  Island. 

He  was  educated  in  the  local  public 
schools  and  Technical  High  school, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1912. 
Immediately  thereafter  he  pursued  a 
special  extension  course  at  Brown  Uni¬ 
versity  ;  he  later  entered  the  Harvard 
Graduate  School  of  Business  Admin¬ 


istration,  taking  a  special  course  in 
public  utility  management,  later  serving 
on  the  research  staff  at  the  Harvard 
Business  School. 

After  completing  his  educational 
training  in  1917,  Mr.  Caputi  started 
life  in  the  utility  field  with  the  Provi¬ 
dence  Gas  Company.  Next  he  was  suc¬ 
cessively  connected  with  the  Grand 
Rapids,  Michigan,  Gas  Light  Company 
engaged  as  General  Superintendent ; 
with  the  Salemn  Gas  Light  Company 
of  Salem,  Mass.,  as  assistant  manager 
and  engineer,  and  when  this  company 
was  absorbed  by  the  C.  H.  Tenney 
interests  of  Boston,  he  was  appointed 
gas  engineer  of  all  its  New  England 
properties.  In  1931  he  moved  to  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  where  he  became  Gen¬ 
eral  Superintendent  of  the  Gas  Light 
Company  in  that  city.  On  the  death  of 
his  wife  in  1 932,  he  relinquished  his 
duties  in  Washington  and  returned  to 
Providence. 

He  entered  the  life  insurance  busi¬ 
ness  in  this  city  in  1933.  Today  he  is 
not  only  regarded  as  a  successful  man 
in  the  insurance  business,  but  leading 
insurance  companies  rank  him  among 
the  leading  underwriters  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Caputi  is  a  member  of  the  Auro¬ 
ra  Club,  Italo-American  Club  and  R.  I. 
Underwriters  Association. 

On  May  30,  1917,  Mr.  Caputi 
married  Filomena  Mariano.  Mrs.  Cap¬ 
uti  died  in  1932.  His  children  are  the 
following:  1.  Amalia;  2.  Filomena; 
3.  Maria. 

Mr.  Caputi,  who  is  now  manager 
of  the  local  branch  of  the  Fidelity  Mu¬ 
tual  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Phil¬ 
adelphia,  has  his  office  at  1 228  In¬ 
dustrial  Trust  Building,  Providence, 

R.  I. 


CHECCA,  Rocco  E. 

Musician ;  born  in  Pettorano  sul  Gi- 
zio.  Province  of  Aquila,  Italy,  August 
15,  1884,  the  son  of  Vincenzo  and 
Francesca  Cercone  Checca. 
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He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
and  gymnasium  of  his  native  town.  At 
an  early  age,  after  school  hours,  he 
studied  music  under  private  teachers, 
specializing  himself  as  a  cornetist.  As  a 
youth  he  played  with  many  bands  in 
Italy. 

In  1902,  at  the  age  of  18,  he  immi¬ 
grated  to  the  United  States,  making 
his  home  in  Providence.  Upon  settling 
in  Providence  he  joined  the  leading 
musical  organizations  and  at  the  same 
time  perfected  himself  as  a  cornet  player 
under  Bowen  R.  Church,  leader  of  the 
American  Band  and  at  that  time  one 
of  the  greatest  cornetists  in  the  world. 

As  a  soloist  in  cornet  Mr.  Checca 
has  been  a  popular  figure  in  the  band 
concerts  at  Roger  Williams  Park  and 
in  all  musical  organizations  with  which 
he  has  been  associated.  He  has  also 
played  as  a  soloist  in  many  large  cities 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Checca  is  a  member  of  the 
executive  committee  of  Local  1  98  Am¬ 
erican  Federation  of  Musicians  and 
member  of  Societa  Fede  Patria  e  La- 
voro. 

On  February  1  5,  1905,  Mr.  Checca 
married  Emilia  Pescatore.  They  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  five  children :  1 . 
Eugenio,  in  the  painting  business;  2. 
Elena  Frances,  a  school  teacher;  3.  Ida 
a  book  keeper;  4.  Frances,  a  clerk; 
5.  Irene  Louise,  a  book  keeper. 


CARLOTTI.  Albert 

Treasurer,  Providence  Beverage 
Company;  born  in  Pisa,  Italy,  Febru¬ 
ary  27,  1910,  the  son  of  Santi  and 
Beatrice  (Cantini)  Carlotti.  He  at¬ 
tended  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
city  until  the  age  of  ten,  at  which  time 
he  was  brought  here  by  his  mother  to 
join  his  father  in  Providence. 

Upon  coming  to  Providence  he  at¬ 
tended  the  local  public  schools  and 
Technical  High  school,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1928.  While  there  he 


was  a  member  of  the  R.  I.  Honor  So¬ 
ciety  for  scholastic  achievements.  He 
then  entered  the  R.  I.  State  College, 
from  which  he  graduated  with  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Bachelor  of  Sciences  in  Me¬ 
chanical  Engineering  in  1932.  At  the 
R.  I.  State  College  he  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Phi  Kappa  Phi,  the  national 
honorary  scholastic  fraternity. 

Mr.  Carlotti  is  treasurer  of  Provi¬ 
dence  Beverage  Company,  a  concern 
engaged  in  the  wholesale  of  fine  Italian 
wines  and  domestic  and  imported 
liquors. 

In  1932  he  joined  the  R.  I.  National 
Guard,  where  he  became  a  Second- 
Lieutenant  in  the  243rd  Coast  Artil¬ 
lery;  in  1935  he  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  First-Lieutenant;  in  1938  he 
was  appointed  an  Aid-de-Camp  on  the 
staff  of  His  Excellency,  William  H. 
Vanderbilt,  Governor  of  Rhode  Island. 

On  November  27,  1935,  Mr.  Car¬ 
lotti  married  Rose  Marciano.  They  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  one  child,  Albert, 
Jr.  Home:  41  Humes  street,  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I. 


CARUOLO,  Armand  G. 

Architect ;  born  in  Providence, 
March  1  7,  1  898,  the  son  of  Giovanni 
and  Christina  Caldarone  Caruolo. 

He  attended  the  local  public  schools 
and  Technical  High  school,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1918.  He  then 
attended  the  Rhode  Island  State  Col¬ 
lege  for  one  year,  and  later  transferred 
to  Providence  College,  remaining  there 
until  1922.  He  afterwards  studied 
draftsmanship  at  the  R.  I.  School  of 
Design. 

After  completing  his  educational 
training  he  perfected  his  studies  in  the 
offices  of  various  architectural  firms. 
In  1925,  he  established  his  own  office 
as  an  architect  and  engineer.  From 
1934  to  1939  he  worked  for  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island  as  resident  engineer. 
In  1  939  he  resumed  his  private  practice 
as  a  registered  architect. 
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During  the  World  War,  Mr.  Caru- 
olo  served  as  reserve  officer  in  the 
Officers’  Training  Camp  at  the  R.  I. 
State  College.  He  was  then  transferred 
to  Camp  Devens  and  remained  there 
until  honorably  discharged. 

On  November  10,  1927,  Mr.  Caru- 
olo  married  Assunta  Marandola.  They 
became  the  parents  of  three  children. 
1.  Armando  George,  Jr.;  2.  Janet 
Marie;  3.  Robert  Anthony.  Office: 
296  Atwells  avenue.  Home:  20  Pow¬ 
hatan  street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


CALIRI,  Giuseppe 

Designer  and  manufacturer  of  mem¬ 
orials  and  mausoleums ;  born  in  Mes¬ 
sina,  Italy,  November  20,  1885,  the 
son  of  Giovanni  and  Maria  di  Pietro 
Caliri. 

He  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  city,  but 
at  the  age  of  1  4  he  began  to  learn  the 
marble  and  stone  craftsmanship  from 
his  father,  an  experienced  monumental 
worker,  and  followed  it  until  he  immi¬ 
grated  to  the  United  States  in  1 904. 

For  thirty  years  he  worked  as  a 
marble  and  stone  craftsman  in  some  of 
the  leading  monumental  establishments 
in  Rhode  Island,  acquiring  reputation 
and  experience. 

In  1934  he  became  a  partner  of 
the  Pocasset  Monumental  Works,  one 
of  the  best  known  establishments  of  its 
kind  in  Dhode  Island.  In  1936  he 
became  its  owner. 

The  Pocasset  Monumental  Works 
specializes  in  designing  and  manufactur¬ 
ing  exclusive  memorials  and  mausole¬ 
ums.  The  memorials  and  mausoleums 
erected  for  the  families  of  Dr.  John 
Venick,  Judge  De  Pasquale,  Frank  A. 
Gammino,  Giuseppe  Papino  and  others 
scattered  throughout  Providence  and 
Rhode  Island,  impress  one  with  the 
diversity  of  types  designed  and  erected 
by  the  Pocasset  Monumental  Works. 

Mr.  Caliri  was  united  in  marriage 


August  15,  1909,  with  Antonetta  As- 
prinio,  and  they  became  the  parents  ol 
seven  children:  1.  Maria;  2.  Giovan¬ 
ni,  associated  with  his  father;  3.  Or¬ 
lando,  associated  with  his  father;  4. 
Adolfo;  5.  Antonio;  6.  Gloria;  7. 
Dorothy. 

The  office  of  the  Pocasset  Monu¬ 
mental  Works  is  located  at  99  Pocasset 
avenue.  Providence,  R.  I. 


CICERCHIA,  Michael 

Long  a  prominent  figure  in  political 
circles,  former  member  of  the  Town 
Council  of  Barrington  and  owner  of  a 
grocery  store;  born  in  Sant’  Angelo  d’ 
Alife,  in  the  former  Province  of  Caser- 
ta,  now  Province  of  Benevento,  Italy 
April  16,  1877,  the  son  of  Antonio 
and  Isabella  (De  Sisti)  Cicerchia.  His 
step-father,  Pietro  Antonio  Cicerchia, 
was  one  of  the  earliest  Italian  immi¬ 
grants  to  settle  in  Barrington. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town  until  the  age  of  1 3, 
at  which  time  he  went  to  work  at  his 
mother’s  grocery  store.  In  1893  he 
immigrated  to  the  United  States,  settling 
in  Barrington. 

Upon  arriving  in  Barrington  he  ob¬ 
tained  work  at  the  Barrington  Brick 
Company.  He  won  rapid  advancement 
and  after  six  years  he  was  promoted  to 
the  position  of  foreman.  In  1907  he 
established  his  large  and  flourishing 
grocery  store,  in  which  are  to  be  found 
Italian  and  domestic  products  of  the 
finest  quality.  He  served  one  term  of 
five  years  as  a  member  of  the  Town 
Council  of  Barrington.  He  was  very 
active  in  the  discharge  of  his  office, 
serving  on  many  committees. 

He  is  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Italian  Catholic  Church  of  Holy 
Angels.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  the 
American  Citizens  Club  of  Barrington ; 
member  of  the  Elks  and  other  fraternal 
and  social  organizations. 

On  November  4,  1900,  Mr.  Cicer- 
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chia  married  Pasqualina  Amato.  They 
became  the  parents  of  seven  children : 
1.  Maria;  2.  Isabella;  3.  Michael; 
4.  Iolanda;  5.  Victor;  6.  Anna;  7.  Gi¬ 
ovanni.  Address:  68  Maple  avenue, 
Barrington,  R.  I. 


CAZONNE,  Concetto 

Teacher;  born  in  Barrington,  the 
daughter  of  Frank  and  Isabella 
(Rega)  Cazonne,  who  were  born  re¬ 
spectively,  at  Sant’  Angelo  d’  Alife, 
and  Raviscanina,  Italy. 

She  attended  the  local  public  schools 
and  High  school,  graduating  in  1  920. 
Thence  she  entered  the  Rhode  Island 
College  of  Education,  from  which  she 
graduated  in  1923.  Following  her  grad¬ 
uation  she  was  appointed  as  teacher  at 
the  Maple  avenue  Elementary  School, 
Barrington,  R.  I. 


COSTANTINI,  Giovanni,  M.D. 

Born  in  Sant’  Apollinari,  Province 
of  Frosinone,  Italy,  May  1,  1910, 
the  sone  of  Giuseppe  and  Giuseppa 
(Fargnoli)  Costantini. 

At  an  early  age  he  attended  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  town  until 
1919  at  which  time  he  was  brought 
to  the  United  States  by  his  mother 
to  join  his  father  in  Providence.  Upon 
arriving  in  Providence  he  was  educated 
in  the  local  public  schools  and  at  Clas¬ 
sical  High  school,  from  which  he  grad¬ 
uated  in  1  928.  He  then  entered  Provi¬ 
dence  College,  from  which  he  graduated 
in  1 932,  receiving  a  pre-medical  cer¬ 
tificate  and  the  degree  of  Ph.B.  He 
afterwards  matriculated  at  the  Royal 
University  of  Rome,  Italy  from  which 
he  graduated  with  the  degree  of  M.D. 
in  1936.  From  January,  1937,  to 
May,  1937,  he  served  his  interneship 
at  the  Homeopathic  Hospital,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.  Later,  he  went  to  St. 
Joseph’s  Hospital,  in  Baltimore,  where 
he  remained  for  twenty-six  months,  ris¬ 
ing  to  the  position  of  resident  physician. 


and  completed  his  internship  on  June 
30,  1939.  Home:  Whitehall  street. 
Providence,  R.  I.  Office :  2 1  1  South 
Conkling  street,  Baltimore,  Md. 


COLANNINO,  Donato 

Grocery  store  owner  and  veteran  of 
the  Abyssinian  campaign ;  born  in  Pan- 
ni.  Province  of  Foggia,  Italy,  Febru¬ 
ary  26,  1  884,  the  son  of  Giuseppe  and 
Caterina  Mentella  Colannino. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town  and  at  an  early  age 
was  put  to  work.  Coming  to  Providence 
from  Panni  as  a  boy  of  fifteen,  he 
worked  at  anything  he  could  find  in 
order  to  make  an  honest  living.  He 
worked  for  the  U.  S.  Rubber  Com¬ 
pany,  Brown  &  Sharpe  and  other  in¬ 
dustrial  concerns  until  1 930,  at  which 
time  he  made  his  first  independent  ven¬ 
ture  in  business,  establishing  a  high 
grade  grocery  store  with  a  full  line  of 
domestic  and  imported  products. 

In  1 904  he  served  in  the  Royal 
Italian  Army,  assigned  to  the  3rd  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Bersaglieri.  For  two  years  he 
saw  service  in  Abyssinia,  and  was  hon¬ 
orably  discharged  in  1 908.  He  again 
returned  to  Italy  in  1911,  where  in  his 
native  town  of  Panni,  he  married  Gra- 
ziella  De  Cutiis.  They  became  the 
parents  of  four  children :  1 .  Giuseppe ; 
2.  Santina ;  3.  Giovanni,  associated 

with  his  father;  4.  Amedeo,  associated 
with  his  father. 

Mr.  Colannino  is  a  member  of  the 
Pannese  Society. 

Mr.  Colannino’s  grocery  store  is  lo¬ 
cated  at  536  Manton  avenue.  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I. 


CARANCI,  Charles  L. 

Representative  from  North  Provi¬ 
dence;  born  in  Providence,  September 
7,  1  908,  the  son  of  Luigi  and  Ange¬ 
lina  Cancelliere  Caranci. 

He  attended  the  Providence  and 
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North  Providence  public  schools,  grad¬ 
uating  from  the  Grammar  school  in 

1923. 

When  a  mere  lad,  Charlie  learned 
the  bakery  trade  and  followed  it  until 
1930,  at  which  time  he  established 
his  own  bakery  business. 

In  1938  his  popularity  as  an  intelli¬ 
gent  and  progressive  young  man  cul¬ 
minated  in  his  election  as  Representative 
from  the  Town  of  North  Providence. 
An  ardent  Republican,  he  is  very  active 
in  the  discharge  of  his  office. 

Mr.  Caranci  is  Treasurer  of  the 
Marieville  Republican  Club  and  active 
in  the  social,  civic  and  professional 
affairs  of  North  Providence. 

On  May  16,  1931,  Mr.  Caranci 
married  Sophy  Szeliga.  They  are  the 
parents  of  Louis  L.  Caranci. 

Mr.  Caranci’s  bakery  is  located  at 
1  2  Atlantic  avenue,  North  Providence, 

R.  I. 


CASTRONOVO,  Vincent 

President  of  the  Musicians  Protec¬ 
tive  Association,  Local  No.  1 98,  A. 
F.  M.,  born  in  Tursi,  Province  of 
Basilicata,  Italy,  the  son  of  Nicola 
and  Nicolina  (Cirogliano)  Castronovo. 
His  parents,  also  natives  of  Tursi,  im¬ 
migrated  to  Rhode  Island  about  1888. 
While  an  infant  he  was  brought  to 
this  country  by  his  parents,  who  set¬ 
tled  in  Providence. 

He  received  his  education  in  the 
local  public  schools.  When  but  a  lad 
of  thirteen,  he  studied  music  under 
Giulio  E.  Capone,  specializing  in 
trombone.  Later  he  studied  music 
under  Claude  R.  Spary.  A  gifted 
musician,  he  soon  became  known 
throughout  Rhode  Island  for  his  tal¬ 
ent  and  ability.  At  one  time  he  was 
a  member  of  Reeves  American  Band, 
under  Bowen  R.  Church,  and  trav¬ 
eled  extensively  with  this  famous  band 
throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  Castronovo  has  been  active  in 


musical  fraternal  circles  since  joining 
the  Musicians  Protective  Association, 
Local  No.  198,  A.  F.  M.  He  has 
continuously  held  office  for  more  than 
twenty-five  years.  At  present  he  is 
serving  his  seventeenth  consecutive  year 
as  its  president,  proving  himself  an 
able  and  conscientious  leader.  In  1  936 
he  became  assistant  to  the  national 
president  of  the  A.  F.  of  M.  in  New 
York  City.  He  served  as  a  delegate 
to  the  A.  F.  of  Labor  convention  in 
San  Francisco,  in  1934;  in  Denver, 
in  1937;  and  in  Houston,  in  1938. 

In  addition  to  his  professional  af¬ 
filiations,  Mr.  Castronovo  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Elks. 


CARDARELLI,  Peter 

Businessman  and  civic  worker,  bora 
in  Paris,  France,  June  10,  1882,  the 
son  of  Gaetano  and  Rosaria  (Nen) 
Cardarelli,  who  were  born  respective¬ 
ly  at  San  Donato  Val  Di  Comino, 
and  Rocchetta  al  Volturno,  Italy. 
When  two  years  old  he  was  brought 
to  the  United  States  by  his  parents, 
who  settled  in  Providence.  He  re¬ 
ceived  his  early  education  at  the  old 
Woodville  school.  North  Providence, 
and  at  the  Admiral  Street  School, 
Providence.  At  the  age  of  ten  he 
learned  the  stone-cutting  trade  at 
Quincy,  Mass.  He  also  learned  the 
machinist  trade  at  Brown  &  Sharpe. 
From  1906  to  1917  he  was  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Police  Department  of 
North  Providence  and  Providence. 
He  has  held  the  police  badge  for  thirty- 
two  years.  At  present  he  is  engaged 
m  operat  ng  the  Granite  Quarry,  Har- 
risville,  R.  I.  He  is  a  member  and 
charter  member  of  St.  Lawrence  Coun¬ 
cil,  Knights  of  Columbus;  member  and 
charter  member  of  Reali  Carabinieri, 
Order  Sons  of  Italy;  life  member  Cen- 
tredale  Fire  Department.  On  Septem¬ 
ber  27,  1904,  Mr.  Cardarelli  mar¬ 
ried  Theresa  Cuchasi,  a  native  of  Al- 
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bania.  They  became  the  parents  of 
seven  children :  1 .  Gaetano,  Fire 

Chief  of  North  Providence;  2.  Mrs. 
Antonetta  Doll ;  3.  Elvira,  employed 
at  State  House ;  4.  Rose,  clerk  at 
Atlantic  Mills;  5.  Donato,  an  ama¬ 
teur  boxer;  6.  John,  a  mechanic; 
7.  Theresa,  a  student.  Home:  652 
Woonasquatucket  Avenue,  North 
Providence,  R.  I. 


COLICCI,  Giovanni 

Business  man  and  civic  worker ; 
born  in  Pontecorvo,  Province  of  Fro- 
sinone,  Italy,  December  19,  1865,  the 
son  of  Giuseppe  and  Vittoria  (Di 
Nora)  Colicci. 

He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town.  At  an 
early  age  he  went  to  work  in  a  gov¬ 
ernment  tobacco  factory  and  remained 
there  until  he  was  called  to  serve  the 
Italian  Army,  assigned  to  the  1  1  th 
Regiment  Field  Artillery,  remaining 
there  until  his  honorable  discharge  in 
1 888.  During  his  military  service  he 
acted  as  an  instructor  to  newly  en¬ 
rolled  recruits  of  the  classes  1867- 
1868. 

Following  his  discharge  from  the 
army  he  resumed  his  position  at  the 
government  tobacco  factory.  He  emi¬ 
grated  to  the  United  States  in  April, 
1 896,  settling  in  Providence.  Upon 
coming  to  Providence  he  obtained  em¬ 
ployment  in  the  Atlantic  Mills,  where 
through  sheer  intelligence  and  ability 
he  rose  to  a  position  of  responsibility. 
He  remained  there  28  years.  These 
years  of  experience,  combined  with  his 
ability  to  grasp  business  problems,  gave 
him  the  foundation  to  build  up  a  busi¬ 
ness  for  himself.  In  1921  he  built 
the  Ridge  Street  Garage,  which  he 
manages  associated  with  his  sons. 

An  ardent  admirer  of  Mussolini 
and  a  patriot,  he  had  the  honor  to  call 
upon  the  Italian  statesman  in  Rome 


in  1 929  with  a  group  of  representa¬ 
tive  men  of  the  Order  Sons  of  Italy. 
He  has  written  many  articles  on  Mus¬ 
solini,  King  Victor  Emmanuel  III, 
Popes  Pius  XI  and  Pius  XII,  on  the 
Italo-Ethiopian  conflict  and  on  Italo- 
American  affairs.  Genial  and  alert,  he 
takes  an  active  part  in  patriotic,  fra¬ 
ternal,  civic  and  social  affairs.  He  is 
past  orator  of  Carducci  Lodge,  Order 
Sons  of  Italy,  member  of  Holy  Name 
Society  and  Societa  San  Giovanni 
Battista  di  Pontecorvo. 

In  1 889  he  married  Maria  Spiriti- 
gliozzi.  They  are  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  1.  Giuseppe;  2.  Pa¬ 
olo;  3.  Francesco;  4,  Antonio:  5.  Al- 
merico;  6.  Mrs.  Theresa  (Colicci) 
Margadonna;  7.  Mrs.  Helen  (Colicci) 
Murgo;  8.  Luciano  C.  Office:  19 
Ridge  Street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


COLAGIOVANNI,  Fred 

First  Deputy  City  Clerk ;  born  in 
Providence,  March  5,  1912,  the  son 
of  Marco  and  Isabella  (Germane) 
Colagiovanni.  His  father,  a  native  of 
Baranello,  Province  of  Campobasso, 
Italy,  came  to  this  country  sixty  years 
ago,  and  settled  in  New  York  and 
Boston  before  coming  to  Providence. 
His  mother  is  also  a  native  of  Italy. 

Mr.  Colagiovanni  received  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  Providence  publit  schools 
and  at  Technical  High  School,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1930.  He 
graduated  from  Rhode  Island  State 
College  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Sciences  in  1 934.  He  then  took 
up  the  study  of  law  at  Harvard  Law 
School  and  Boston  University  Law 
School,  graduating  with  the  degree  of 
LL.B.  in  1938. 

He  is  serving  as  First  Deputy  City 
Clerk  of  the  City  of  Providence. 

Mr.  Colagiovanni  is  a  member  of 
the  Harvard  Club  of  Rhode  Island, 
Aurora  Club  and  Beta  Psi  Alpha. 
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COPPOLA,  Emilio  G. 

Manager,  John  Hancock  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Co,,  born  in  Cicerale 
Cilento,  Province  of  Salerno,  Italy, 
April  10,  1891,  the  son  of  Nicolo  and 
Concetta  (Liccio)  Coppola,  also  na¬ 
tives  of  Cicerale  Cilento.  A  maternal 
great-grand-uncle  of  Mr.  Coppola  was 
Colonel  Giambattista  Riccio,  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  patriot  of  the  war  for  the 
unification  of  Italy. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town,  but  his  education  was 
cut  short  at  the  outset,  and  at  the 
age  of  twelve  he  immigrated  to  the 
United  States,  settling  in  Providence. 
Upon  coming  to  Providence  he  worked 
at  various  occupations,  devoting  his 
evenings  to  the  study  of  the  English 
language,  proving  himself  an  alert  and 
earnest  student. 

In  1916  he  entered  the  service  of 
the  John  Hancock  Mutual  Life  Insur¬ 
ance  Company  in  which  field  he  soon 
demonstrated  marked  ability.  In  1920 
he  was  promoted  to  assistant  manager. 
On  October  2,  1 939,  he  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  manager  in  charge  of  the 
branch  office  at  New  Britain,  Conn. 
Before  his  appointment  as  manager  he 
was  the  oldest  assistant  manager  in 
point  of  service. 

Mr.  Coppola  is  a  member  of  the 
Ausonia  Club. 

Mr.  Coppola  married  Hilda  Storti, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pietro 
Storti,  early  pioneer  immigrants.  He  is 
the  father  of  the  following  children : 
1.  Esther;  2.  Nicola;  3.  Ada;  4. 
Olga:  Office:  John  Hancock  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Company,  New  Brit¬ 
ain,  Conn. 


CATALOZZI,  Maria  C. 

Teacher;  born  in  Providence,  the 
daughter  of  Masenzio  and  Annita 
(Zolla)  Catalozzi,  who  were  born 
respectively,  at  Roccadevandro,  and 
Montagano,  Italy. 


She  received  her  education  in  the 
Providence  public  schools  and  Clas¬ 
sical  High  School,  from  which  she 
graduated  in  1929.  She  then  entered 
Brown  University  from  which  she 
graduated  in  1933,  cum  laude,  with 
the  degree  of  A.B.  At  Brown  Uni¬ 
versity  she  achieved  many  scholastic 
honors,  including  Manzoni  prize,  in 
Italian ;  Sons  of  Italy  prize,  in  Italian. 
From  Brown  she  received  the  degree 
of  Master  of  Arts  in  1938. 

During  the  summer  of  1937  and 
1 939,  Miss  Catalozzi  took  up  spe¬ 
cial  studies  of  advanced  Italian  at 
Middlebury  College,  Vermont. 

In  1933  she  received  an  appoint¬ 
ment  as  teacher  of  Italian  at  Central 
High  School.  In  1939  she  was  trans¬ 
ferred  as  teacher  of  Italian  and  French 
at  Mount  Pleasant  Senior  High  School. 

Miss  Catalozzi  is  a  member  of 
Modern  Languages  Association  of 
Rhode  Island. 


CAPPALLI,  Francis 

Lawyer;  born  in  Providence,  May 
29,  1908,  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Anna 
(Camardo)  Cappalli.  His  father  is 
a  native  of  Providence,  son  of  immi¬ 
grants  from  Tuscany  who  settled  in 
Providence  in  the  early  ’60  s.  His 
mother  is  a  native  of  Baranello,  Italy. 

He  was  educated  in  the  local  public 
schools  and  Classical  High  School, 
1926;  Providence  College,  A.B., 
1930;  Georgetown  University,  LL.B., 
1933.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Rhode 
Island  bar  in  1 934. 

While  at  Classical  High  School  he 
played  baseball  and  was  selected  on 
the  all-star  mterscholastic  league  team. 
From  there  he  went  to  Providence 
College  where  he  played  baseball  for 
four  years  under  the  late  Jack  Flynn, 
and  was  a  member  of  Providence  Col¬ 
lege  intercollegiate  championship  in 
1928.  Later  he  was  selected  by  Jack 
Flynn  as  the  best  short-stop  of  the 
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team  he  coached  at  Providence  Col¬ 
lege. 

On  September  29,  1  939,  Mr.  Cap- 
palli  was  appointed  by  Mayor  Collins 
Assistant  Supervisor  of  Domestic  Re¬ 
lations,  Department  of  Public  Welfare. 

His  professional,  social  and  frater¬ 
nal  affiliations  include  the  Rhode 
Island  Bar  Association,  Providence 
College  Alumni  Association,  George¬ 
town  Club,  Rome  Lodge,  Order  Sons 
of  Italy  and  Aurora  Club.  Office: 
49  Westminster  Street,  Providence, 

R.  I. 


CARLEVALE.  Joseph 

Director  of  School  of  Italian  Lan¬ 
guage;  born  in  San  Giovanni  Incarico, 
Province  of  Frosmone,  Italy,  Septem¬ 
ber  1  7,  1  890,  the  son  of  Serafino  and 
Angela  (Sarracino)  Carlevale. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town  until  the  age  of  12, 
at  which  time  he  immigrated  to  the 
United  States.  In  this  country  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  following  education:  Ver¬ 
mont  Academy  and  Colby  Academy, 
1908-191  1  ;  International  College, 
1912;  Colgate  University,  1913- 
1914;  Columbia  University,  1915- 
1916. 

He  has  been  an  instructor  of  Italian 
at  Connecticut  College,  1917;  Direc¬ 
tor  School  of  Adult  Education  at 
Y ale  University,  1918-1919;  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Norwich  Americanization  In¬ 
stitute,  1919-1927;  he  served  as  Di¬ 
rector  of  Army  and  Navy  Clubs  of 
New  London  County  during  the 
World  War.  At  present  he  is  Direc¬ 
tor  of  School  of  Italian  Language, 
Providence. 

Among  his  leading  publications  can 
be  noted:  “Sillabario  e  Piccole  Let- 
ture  Italiane”;  “Conferenze” ;  “La 
Vittoria.’’  Since  completing  his  studies 
he  has  made  the  teaching  of  Italian 
his  field  of  endeavor,  and  has  travelled 


extensively  both  in  Europe  and  in  the 
United  States. 

Professor  Carlevale’s  School  of 
Italian  Language  is  at  118  Empire 
Street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


CIANCI,  Vincent  A..  M.D. 

Born  in  Providence,  July  29,  1900, 
the  son  of  Pietro  and  Carmela  (Te- 
desco)  Cianci,  who  were  born  re¬ 
spectively  at  Roccamonfina  and  Avel- 
la,  Italy. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Providence  and  Cranston,  and  Crans¬ 
ton  High  School,  graduating  in  1921. 
He  then  spent  two  years  at  Providence 
College  where  he  took  up  a  pre-medical 
course.  In  1 924  he  entered  St.  Louis 
University.  In  1 926  he  enrolled  at 
the  Medical  School  of  St.  Louis  Uni¬ 
versity,  from  which  he  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  M.D.  in  1930.  the  first 
Italo-American  from  Rhode  Island  to 
graduate  from  that  medical  school. 
His  last  year  at  the  medical  school  he 
served  as  interne  at  St.  Mary  Hospital, 
St.  Louis,  Mo.  Next  he  served  his 
interneship  at  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital, 
Providence,  1930-1931;  Charles  V. 
Chapin  Hospital,  Providence,  1931- 
1932.  He  served  in  the  medical  out¬ 
patient  department  of  Rhode  Island 
Hospital,  1932-1935. 

Dr.  Cianci  is  on  the  courtesy  staff 
of  Homeopathic  Hospital  and  St.  Jo¬ 
seph’s  Hospital.  He  is  on  the  active 
surgical  staff  of  Miriam  Hospital. 

Dr.  Cianci  has  been  secretary  of 
the  Malpighi  Medical  Club  since 
1938.  His  other  professional,  social 
and  fraternal  affiliations  include  the 
Providence  Medical  Society,  the  Elks 
and  the  Eagles. 

On  October  14,  1937,  Dr.  Cianci 
married  Esther  Campopiano,  a  native 
of  Providence.  They  are  the  parents 
of  one  child:  Carol  Lois.  Office:  54 
Pocasset  Avenue,  Providence,  R.  I. 
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CAROSELLI,  Hugo  G. 

Lawyer ;  born  in  Providence,  De¬ 
cember  29,  1907,  the  son  of  Antonio 
and  Maria  (Iarussi)  Caroselli.  His 
father,  a  cigar  manufacturer,  comes 
from  an  old  family  of  Isernia,  Italy. 
His  mother  is  a  native  of  Forli  del 
Sannio,  Italy. 

He  received  his  education  in  the 
Providence  public  schools ;  Classical 
High  School,  1926;  Providence  Col¬ 
lege,  A.B.,  1930;  Boston  University 
School  of  Law,  LL.B.,  1933.  While 
at  the  Boston  University  School  of 
Law,  he  was  prominent  in  the  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  Justinian  Club. 

He  was  admitted  to  the  Rhode 
Island  bar  in  April,  1935,  at  which 
time  he  began  his  active  practice  of 
law. 

He  is  a  member  of  Lodge  Vit- 
toria  of  the  Order  Sons  of  Italy. 
Office:  618  Turks  Head  Building; 
residence,  257  Broadway,  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I. 


CIPOLLA,  Gennaro 

Business  man  and  active  in  re¬ 
ligious  work;  born  in  Marzano  Appio, 
Province  of  Naples,  Italy,  December 
9,  1877,  the  son  of  Antonio  and  Filo- 
mena  (Colapietro)  Cipolla. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town.  At  the  age  of  six¬ 
teen  he  immigrated  to  the  United 
States.  After  a  short  period  spent  in 
Providence,  he  went  to  Lawrence, 
where  he  was  employed  in  the  textile 
factories.  During  the  World  War  he 
worked  in  the  ammunition  factories  at 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  He  finally  settled 
in  Providence,  where  he  worked  at 
Brown  &  Sharpe  and  later  at  Nichol¬ 
son  File  Company.  In  1925  he  be¬ 
came  the  proprietor  of  a  grocery  store 
in  the  heart  of  the  Italo-American  dis¬ 
trict,  in  which  venture  he  has  been 
very  successful. 
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ber  of  the  Italian  Methodist  Church. 
He  is  one  of  the  founders  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Huguenot  Society. 

On  August  28,  1  898,  Mr.  Cipolla 
married  in  Lawrence,  Mass.,  Maria 
Petrillo,  a  native  of  Roccamonfina, 
Italy.  They  became  the  parents  of 
three  children :  1 .  Mrs.  Chiarina 

Cipolla  Sabatino;  2.  Antonio,  asso¬ 
ciated  with  his  father;  3.  Severino,  a 
member  of  the  police  department. 

Mr.  Cipolla’s  grocery  store  is  at 
261  Knight  Street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


CAPOBIANCO,  Giovanni,  M.D. 

Born  in  Providence,  April  1  1 , 
1907,  the  son  of  Nicola  and  Addo- 
lorata  (Colaluca)  Capobianco,  who 
were  born  respectively  at  Benevento 
and  Prata  Sannita,  Italy. 

He  attended  the  local  public  schools. 
Classical  High  School  and  Technical 
High  School,  graduating  in  1926;  he 
took  up  a  pre-medical  course  at  Provi¬ 
dence  College  and  graduated  from  the 
same  college  with  the  degree  of  Ph.B. 
in  1 930 ;  he  afterwards  studied  at 
Georgetown  University  School  of  Med¬ 
icine,  graduating  with  the  degree  of 
M.D.  in  1934. 

He  served  his  interneship  at  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Hospital,  Washington,  D.  C. ; 
resident  physician  at  State  Infirmary, 
Howard,  R.  I. ;  Charles  V.  Chapin 
Hospital,  Providence,  R.  I:;  interne 
and  later  acting  assistant  superintend¬ 
ent  at  Glendale  Sanatorium,  Glendale, 
Maryland. 

Dr.  Capobianco  began  the  active 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Provi¬ 
dence  on  October  1 ,  1  936. 

Dr.  Capobianco  is  on  the  staff  of 
St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  Miriam  Hos¬ 
pital  and  Charles  V.  Chapin  Hospital. 

His  professional,  social  and  fraternal 
affiliations  include  Providence  Medi¬ 
cal  Society,  Malpighi  Medical  Club, 
Fratelli  Bandiera  Society,  Santa  Maria 
dei  Cipressi  and  other  organizations. 
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On  August  27,  1938,  Dr.  Capo- 
bianco  married  Marcia  Smith,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Warwick,  R.  I.  Office:  536 
Admiral  Street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


CAPOBIANCO.  Nicola 

Business  man ;  born  in  Benevento, 
Italy,  August  24,  1 884,  the  son  of 
Giovanni  and  Lucia  (Borrelli)  Capo- 
bianco,  also  natives  of  the  same  town. 

He  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  and  technical  school  of 
his  native  town.  At  the  age  of  seven¬ 
teen  he  immigrated  to  the  United 
States  with  his  parents,  settling  in 
Providence.  On  arriving  in  Provi¬ 
dence  in  1901,  he  began  his  career 
in  diversified  occupations.  For  many 
years  he  was  proprietor  of  Capo- 
bianco’s  bathing  pavilion  at  Oakland 
Beach,  which  was  destroyed  by  the 
hurricane  in  1938.  He  is  the  owner 
of  Empire  Wet  Wash  Laundry,  a 
venture  which  he  established  twenty 
years  ago.  Before  the  prohibition 
period  he  was  engaged  in  the  whole¬ 
sale  liquor  and  wine  business. 

A  leading  citizen  of  the  Eagle 
Park  section,  he  is  a  member  of  Fra- 
telli  Bandiera  Society,  Independent 
Citizens  Club  and  other  organizations. 

On  July  6,  1 906,  Mr.  Capobianco 
married  Addolorata  Colaluca,  a  native 
of  Prata  Sannita,  Italy.  They  became 
the  parents  of  seven  children :  1 .  Gio¬ 
vanni,  M.D. ;  2.  Mrs.  Angiolina 

Conte;  3.  Mrs.  Theresa  Filippone; 
4.  Guglielmo;  5.  Mrs.  Esther  Cianci; 
6.  Lydia;  7.  Ida.  Address:  445 
Admiral  Street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


COIA,  Philip 

Manufacturing  jeweler;  born  in  Fi- 
lignano,  Province  of  Campobasso, 
Italy,  the  son  of  Emilio  and  Anita 
Dolores  Mancini  Coia,  both  natives  of 
the  same  town. 

He  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  town. 


PHILIP  COIA 

When  eight  years  old  he  began  the 
study  of  music  under  Maestro  D’Orsi, 
specializing  in  the  clarinet.  At  1 4  he 
went  to  Glasgow,  Scotland,  where  he 
worked  for  his  uncle,  Vincenzo  Man¬ 
cini,  proprietor  of  an  ice  cream  parlor. 
In  1907  he  came  to  the  United 
States,  settling  in  Providence.  Upon 
arriving  in  Providence  he  learned  the 
jewelry  stone-setting  trade  under  Raf- 
faele  and  Giustino  Tortolani.  He 
then  worked  for  Ostby  &  Barton, 
where  he  remained  for  several  years. 
Next  he  worked  for  O’Neil  &  Block, 
where  he  had  charge  of  the  men  in  the 
factory.  For  a  while  he  worked  for 
himself  as  a  jobber.  In  1926  he 
organized  White  &  Coia,  manufactur¬ 
ing  jewelers.  After  ten  years  he  organ¬ 
ized  the  United  Jewelry  Company, 
Inc.,  of  which  concern  he  became 
President  and  Treasurer,  his  son  Em¬ 
ilio,  Vice-President ;  and  another  son, 
Attilo,  Secretary. 

Mr.  Coia  is  a  member  of  Fratelli 
Bandiera  Society. 

On  April  27,  1911,  Mr.  Coia 
married  Giovanna  Di  Iorio,  a  native 
of  Colletorto,  Province  of  Campo¬ 
basso,  Italy.  They  are  the  parents  of 
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four  children :  1 .  Mrs.  Anita  Dolores 
Harris,  a  pianist;  2.  Attilio  Reo  Car¬ 
mine;  3.  Emilio  Celestino;  4.  Vittoria 
Antonetta.  Office:  93  Sabin  Street, 
Providence,  R.  I.  Residence:  155 
Langdon  Street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


CARDULLO,  Santo 

Insurance ;  assistant  district  man¬ 
ager;  born  in  Messina,  Italy,  Decem¬ 
ber  24,  1  898,  the  son  of  Andrea  and 
Annunziata  (Savasta)  Cardullo,  also 
natives  of  the  same  city. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  r>f 
Messina.  In  1907  he  was  brought  to 
the  United  States  by  his  parents  who 
settled  in  Providence.  Upon  his  ar¬ 
rival  here  he  attended  the  local  public 
schools  for  a  very  brief  period.  At  1  3 
he  was  put  to  work  at  the  Atlantic 
Mills,  where  he  remained  for  1  7  years 
in  the  weaving  department. 

On  November  7,  1928,  he  became 
agent  of  the  John  Hancock  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Company.  In  his  field 
he  has  attained  marked  success,  with 
the  result  that  in  October,  1939,  he 
was  promoted  to  assistant  district  man¬ 
ager  of  the  John  Hancock  Mutual  Life 
Insurance  Company. 

Active  in  religious  work,  Mr.  Car¬ 
dullo  is  moderator  of  the  Federal  Hill 
Italian  Baptist  Church.  His  fraternal 
and  social  affiliations  include  member¬ 
ship  in  the  Roosevelt  Lodge,  No.  42, 
F.  and  A.  M. ;  Ausonia  Club. 

On  October  23,  1 922,  Mr.  Car¬ 
dullo  married  Antonetta  Pizzuti,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Providence.  They  became  the 
parents  of  one  child:  Nancy.  Home: 
25  Edgemere  Avenue,  Providence, 
R.  I. 


CAPOCCI,  Leonardo 

Business  man  and  active  in  frater¬ 
nal  societies ;  born  in  Conca  Casale, 
Province  of  Campobasso,  Italy,  April 
7,  1891,  the  son  of  Benedetto  and 
Anna  (Piroli)  Capocci. 


In  1 896,  when  five  years  old,  he 
was  brought  to  the  United  States  by 
his  mother  to  join  her  father  in  Provi¬ 
dence.  After  leaving  the  public 
schools  he  worked  on  various  jobs. 
In  1918  he  established  a  grocery  busi¬ 
ness,  specializing  in  high-grade  Italian 
products. 

Mr.  Capocci  is  a  former  member 
of  the  R.  I.  State  Board  of  Retail 
Grocers.  He  is  a  former  candidate 
for  the  City  Council.  He  is  a  char¬ 
ter  member  and  past  president  of  Vol- 
turno  Society.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  Lodge  Vittoria,  Order  Sons  of 
Italy,  and  active  in  the  councils  of  the 
Republican  Party. 

On  November  22,  1914,  Mr.  Ca¬ 
pocci  married  Luisa  Acciaioli.  They 
are  the  parents  of  five  children:  1  An¬ 
na;  2.  Maria;  3.  Elena;  4.  Theresa; 
5.  Elisa.  Address:  392-393  Branch 
Avenue,  Providence,  R.  I. 


CONTE.  Alfred  Clement.  M.D. 

Born  in  Providence,  November  22, 
1907,  the  son  of  Luigi  and  Domeni- 
ca  (Fascitelli)  Conte,  both  natives  of 
Marazano  Appio,  Italy. 

He  attended  the  local  public  schools 
and  Hope  High  School,  graduating  in 
1925.  He  thereafter  attended  Provi¬ 
dence  College,  completing  his  pre¬ 
medical  course  there,  and  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Ph.B.  in  1929.  On 
graduation  he  spent  one  year  at 
Brown  University  where  he  took  up 
a  course  in  science.  Later  he  entered 
Georgetown  Medical  School,  gradu¬ 
ating  with  the  degree  of  M.D.  in  1 934. 

Dr.  Conte  served  his  internship  at 
St.  Joseph’s  Hospital  for  two  years; 
Wallum  Lake  Sanatorium  for  six 
months;  Charles  V.  Chapin  Hospital 
for  six  months. 

Dr.  Conte  began  the  active  prac¬ 
tice  of  his  profession  in  Providence  on 
November  1,  1937. 

His  professional,  social  and  fra- 
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ternal  affiliations  include  Providence 
Medical  Association,  American  Med¬ 
ical  Association,  Malpighi  Medical 
Club,  4th  Degree  Knights  of  Colum¬ 
bus. 

On  June  24,  1  939,  Dr.  Conte  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  Wood,  a  native  of  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.  Office:  540  Charles 
Street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


CORRENTE,  Mariano  C. 

Air  conditioning  and  oil  representa¬ 
tive;  born  in  Marzano  Appio,  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Naples,  Italy,  July  4,  1888, 
the  son  of  Francesco  and  Petrina 
(Longo)  Corrente,  who  were  born 
respectively,  at  Teano,  and  Marzano 
Appio,  Italy. 

At  the  age  of  five  he  was  brought 
to  the  United  States  by  his  mother  to 
join  his  father  in  Providence.  After 
attending  the  local  public  schools  and 
high  school,  he  busied  himself  in  the 
real  estate  business  and  as  court  in¬ 
terpreter.  He  rapidly  advanced  and 
prospered  in  this  field  to  become  one 
of  the  leading  business  men  on  Fed¬ 
eral  Hill.  Later  he  became  identified 
with  the  air  conditioning  and  oil  burn¬ 
ing  business,  in  which  field  he  is  a 
pioneer  among  Italo-Americans.  In  his 
activities  as  Representative  of  Petrol¬ 
eum  Service  Co.,  Inc.,  Mr.  Corren¬ 
te  has  been  eminently  successful  from 
the  outset,  with  the  result  that  he  now 
holds  a  high  place  among  representa¬ 
tives  of  air  conditioning  and  oil  busi¬ 
ness.  Mr.  Corrente  has  taken  an  im¬ 
portant  part  in  the  fraternal,  social 
and  civic  life  of  the  community.  He 
served  as  state  auditor  for  the  Knights 
of  Columbus,  the  first  Italian  ever  to 
hold  such  an  office  in  their  organiza¬ 
tion.  He  is  a  past  Grand  Chief 
Ranger  of  Foresters  of  America.  He 
has  given  freely  of  his  time  and 
strength  in  raising  funds  for  the  Red 
Cross,  the  various  Liberty  Loans  and 
for  other  worthy  causes. 


On  June  5,  1912,  Mr.  Corrente 
married  Dusolina  De  Simone,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Providence.  They  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  four  children:  1.  Veronica,  a 
school  teacher  in  the  public  schools 
of  North  Providence;  2.  William 
Dante,  a  student  at  the  Massachusetts 
School  of  Optometry  and  editor-in- 
chief  of  the  school  publication;  3. 
Geraldine,  a  telephone  operator ;  4. 
Robert,  a  student  at  La  Salle. 

Mr.  Corrente,  who  is  a  representa¬ 
tive  of  Petroleum  Service  Co.,  Inc., 
has  his  office  at  271  Fox  Point  Boule¬ 
vard,  Providence,  R.  I. 


CAPUANO,  John 

Proprietor,  Capuano  Motor  Sales ; 
born  in  Marzano  Appio,  Province  of 
Naples,  Italy,  August  27,  1890,  the 
son  of  Daniele  and  Maria  (Perrino) 
Capuano,  both  natives  of  the  same 
town. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town,  and  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  came  to  the  United  States  to 
join  his  uncle  in  Providence.  Upon 
his  arrival  here  he  worked  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  at  the  Wanskuck  Mills, 
where  through  sheer  ability  rose  to  the 
position  of  foreman.  In  1921  he  joined 
the  sales  force  of  D.  W.  Flint,  where 
in  a  few  years  he  became  one  of  the 
leading  automobile  salesmen  in  New 
England.  In  1 925  he  started  in  busi¬ 
ness  for  himself,  becoming  a  distribu¬ 
tor  of  Chrysler  and  Plymouth  cars. 
His  unusually  fine  reputation  for  hon¬ 
esty,  reliability  and  industry,  all  com¬ 
bined  to  enable  him  to  establish  a  very 
successful  business. 

Mr.  Capuano  is  a  trustee  of  St. 
Ann’s  Church.  For  three  years  he  was 
a  Grand  Knight  and  for  four  years 
a  treasurer  of  St.  Anthony  Council, 
Knights  of  Columbus.  His  other  fra¬ 
ternal  affiliations  include  the  Elks  of 
Pawtucket,  and  Lodge  Vittoria,  Or¬ 
der  Sons  of  Italy.  He  is  a  member  of 
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the  Zoning  Board  of  North  Provi¬ 
dence. 

Mr.  Capuano  married  (first)  in 
1912,  Clara  Ranallo.  She  died  in 
1918.  By  his  first  marriage  he  has 
two  children :  1 .  Daniel,  associated 

with  his  father  in  the  business;  2.  John 
J.  Jr.,  a  student  at  Providence  Col¬ 
lege.  Mr.  Capuano  married  the  sec¬ 
ond  time  in  1927,  Dora  Bourgette 
of  Central  Falls.  By  his  second  mar¬ 
riage  he  has  one  child:  Venite  Marie. 

Mr.  Capuano’s  Motor  Sales  con¬ 
cern  and  office  are  at  973  Charles 
Street,  North  Providence,  R.  I. 


CALDARONE.  Thomas  J. 

Lieutenant,  Providence  Fire  Depart¬ 
ment;  born  in  Marzano  Appio,  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Naples,  Italy,  March  8,  1895, 
the  son  of  Giglio  and  Teresa  (Capu¬ 
ano)  Caldarone,  both  natives  of  the 
same  town. 

FI is  parents  were  among  the  early 
immigrants  from  Marzane  Appio  to 
come  to  these  shores.  When  he  was 
two,  his  parents  brought  him  to  Provi¬ 
dence,  which  city  has  been  his  home 
ever  since. 

He  attended  the  Federal  Street 
Grammar  School,  and  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  he  went  to  work  at  Nichol¬ 
son  File  Company.  Next  he  was  suc¬ 
cessively  employed  with  the  Metal 
Products  Corporation,  then  he  be¬ 
came  foreman  with  Brown  &  Sharpe 
Manufacturing  Company,  as  inspec¬ 
tor  of  indicators,  remaining  there  dur¬ 
ing  the  period  of  the  World  War. 
Then  he  opened  a  Service  Garage  on 
Smith  Street.  Later,  on  August  1 5, 
1921,  he  joined  the  Providence  Fire 
Department  as  a  private.  In  1936  he 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Lieuten¬ 
ant. 

He  is  a  member  of  St.  Anthony 
Council,  Knights  of  Columbus. 

On  November  30,  1916,  Mr. 

Caldarone  married  Margaret  Segrel- 


la,  a  native  of  Tora  e  Piccilli,  Italy. 
They  are  the  parents  of  three  children : 
1.  Theresa;  2.  Louis;  3.  Thomas,  Jr. 
Lieut.  Caldarone  is  one  of  the  few 
Italo-Americans  holding  a  position  of 
high  rank  with  the  Providence  Fire 
Department. 


CIOCI.  John  R. 

Representative  from  the  7th  As¬ 
sembly  District;  born  in  Providence, 
January  28,  1915,  the  son  of  Luigi 
and  Maria  (Giannini)  Cioci,  both  na¬ 
tives  of  Rocchetta  A1  Volturno,  Italy. 
Educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Providence;  Classical  High  School, 
1934;  Brown  University,  A.B.,  1938. 
While  at  Brown  he  played  one  year 
freshman  and  three  years  of  varsity 
football,  and  in  1937,  was  given  hon¬ 
orable  mention  in  the  Associated  Press 
All-American  selections. 

Mr.  Cioci  manages  the  ice  manu¬ 
facturing  business  in  North  Provi¬ 
dence  which  was  established  by  his 
father.  He  is  also  engaged  in  the  whole¬ 
sale  and  retail  fuel  oils. 

In  November,  1 938,  he  began  his 
political  career  as  Representative  from 
the  7th  District,  the  youngest  man  ever 
elected  to  the  Rhode  Island  House 
of  Representatives.  Active  in  the 
State  House,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Finance  and  Public  Health  commit¬ 
tees,  in  all  of  which  he  is  rendering 
valuable  services  to  his  constituents. 

On  September  30,  1 939,  Mr. 

Cioci  married  Marie  Gammino,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Michael  A.  Gam¬ 
mino  of  Providence. 


CONCA,  Pasquale,  M.D‘ 

Born  in  Marzano  Appio,  Province 
of  Naples,  Italy,  January  12,  1873. 
He  graduated  from  the  Royal  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Naples  with  the  degree  of 
M.D.  in  1899.  In  1905  he  came  to 
Providence  and  established  himself  in 
the  practice  of  medicine.  He  was  one 
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of  the  founders  and  a  past  president 
of  the  Malpighi  Medical  Club.  He 
was  prominent  in  all  activities  for  the 
advancement  of  Italian  culture. 

On  October  7,  1907,  Dr.  Conca 
married  Smeraldina  Mauriello,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Domenico  and  Francesca 
(Marseglia)  Mauriello,  who  were 
borne  respectively,  at  Melito,  and  at 
Teano,  Italy.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Conca 
became  the  parents  of  one  daughter, 
Frances. 

Dr.  Conca  was  a  learned  and  able 
physician  and  surgeon.  For  his  achieve¬ 
ments,  his  generosity,  and  his  splen¬ 
did  character,  in  1 930,  the  Italian 
government  bestowed  upon  him  the 
decoration  of  the  Crown  of  Italy. 

Dr.  Conca  died  in  Providence  on 
January  28,  1 935. 


CAMBIA,  John  T. 

Credit  manager.  A  son  of  immi¬ 
grants  from  Ciorlano,  in  the  former 
Province  of  Caserta,  Italy,  who, 
through  sheer  ability  has  risen  high 
in  Rhode  Island  is  John  T.  Cambia, 
credit  manager  of  the  Shepard  Com¬ 
pany,  Providence,  one  of  the  largest 
department  stores  in  New  England. 


CAPASSO,  Luigi 

Member  of  Providence  School 
Committee.  For  a  period  of  many  years 
the  city  lacked  an  I talo- American  on 
its  school  board.  In  a  movement  vig¬ 
orously  led  by  Vincent  Sorrentino,  in¬ 
dustrialist  and  philanthropist,  to  have 
an  Italo-American  on  the  board,  on 
November  2,  1937,  Luigi  Capasso,  a 
lawyer,  American-born,  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  Providence  School  Com¬ 
mittee. 

Antonio  Capasso,  Joseph  Capasso 
and  Thomas  Capasso,  all  employed  as 


teachers  in  the  Providence  Public 
Schools,  are  brothers  of  School  Com¬ 
mitteeman  Capasso. 


CAPOTOSTO,  Antonio  A. 

Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  and  a  leader  of  the  Italo-Am¬ 
ericans  of  Rhode  Island.  The  future 
jurist  came  to  Rhode  Island  in  the 
latter  part  of  1905.  In  1906  he  set¬ 
tled  on  Federal  Hill,  a  section  then 
rapidly  filling  with  hard-working  men 
and  women  who  had  left  their  rural 
homes  in  Italy  in  order  to  work  and 
toil  for  their  adopted  country.  This 
vast  influx  of  fellow  countrymen  in 
Providence  were  bound  together  by 
language  and  customs  into  a  solid  group 
that,  clinging  to  their  common  heri¬ 
tage  and  feeling  even  as  they  trans¬ 
formed  themselves  into  useful  citizens 
of  their  new  adopted  country,  com¬ 
bined  instinctively  to  accord  an  un¬ 
precedented  welcome  to  Antonio  A. 
Capotosto,  the  first  lawyer  and  first 
Harvard  graduate  of  Italian  birth  or 
descent  ever  to  settle  in  Rhode  Island. 

Being  the  first  Harvardian  lawyer 
of  Italian  background  in  a  community 
made  up  of  newly  arrived  immigrants, 
the  years  of  Antonio  A.  Capotosto 
since  he  arrived  here  from  Boston  were 
marked  by  endless  festivities  and  ac¬ 
claim  as  banquet  after  banquet,  re¬ 
ception  after  reception,  and  by  travel¬ 
ling  over  the  State  making  speeches 
and  shaking  hands,  he  soon  became 
the  most  popular  Italo-American  in 
Rhode  Island. 

Judge  Antonio  A.  Capotosto  was 
born  in  Capriati  al  Volturno,  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Campobasso,  Italy,  September 
23,  1879,  the  son  of  Luigi  and  En- 
richetta  D‘Orsi  Capotosto.  When  four 
years  old  he  was  brought  to  the  United 
States  by  his  parents  who  settled  in 
Boston.  He  graduated  from  Harvard 
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Law  School  in  1 904  with  the  degree 
of  LL. B.  Upon  coming  to  Providence, 
he  practiced  law  privately  until  1912. 
In  that  year  he  was  appointed  third 
assistant  Attorney-General,  serving  un¬ 
til  1915;  second  assistant  Attorney- 
General,  1915-1919;  Assistant  At¬ 
torney-General,  1919-1 922 ;  Asso¬ 
ciate  Justice  of  the  Superior  Court, 
1922-1935;  and  has  been  Associate 
of  the  Supreme  Court  since  January  1 , 

1935. 

In  May,  1 924,  the  Royal  Italian 
Government  conferred  upon  Judge 
Capotosto  the  decoration  of  Chevalier 
of  the  Crown  of  Italy. 


CALABRO,  Filippo 

Jewelry  manufacturer;  born  in  Santa 
Lucia  di  Serino,  Province  of  Avellino, 
Italy,  January  27,  1893,  the  son  of 
Santo  and  Maria  (Maranzini)  Cala- 
bro. 

In  1 895  he  was  brought  to  the 
United  States  by  his  parents,  who  set¬ 
tled  in  Providence.  He  was  educated 
in  the  Providence  public  schools,  and 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  set  out  to 
make  his  own  way.  He  served  an  ap¬ 
prenticeship  in  a  jewelry  factory,  and 
later  worked  successfully  in  his  trade. 

In  1 926  he  bought  out  a  coloring 
business,  which  today  under  his  able 
direction,  is  one  of  the  state’s  leaders 
in  coloring  and  spraying  of  all  kinds 
of  gold,  silver  and  nickel  work. 

Mr.  Calabro’s  plant  is  known 
throughout  the  manufacturing  jewelry 
centres,  and  the  facilities  for  producing 
the  work  have  been  kept  abreast  of  the 
most  modern  development  in  the  line 
of  jewelry  coloring  and  spraying. 

Though  he  is  busily  occupied  with 
the  increasing  scope  and  responsibility 
of  ,his  business,  Mr.  Calabro  gives  a 
goodly  portion  of  his  time  to  civic, 
social  and  fraternal  activities.  He  is 


President  of  St.  Paul  Society ;  mem¬ 
ber  of  Antonio  Mangione  Post,  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion. 

On  June  6,  1918,  Mr.  Calabro 
married  Maria  Flavia,  a  highly  cul¬ 
tured  woman,  whose  work  as  a  teacher 
of  Italian  and  her  interest  in  the  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  Order  Sons  of  Italy  in 
Rhode  Island,  have  brought  her  name 
prominently  to  the  attention  of  Italo- 
Americans. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Calabro  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  the  following  children:  1 .  Jose¬ 
phine;  2.  Elena;  3.  Hilda;  4.  Olga. 


CAPPELLI,  Louis  W. 

Former  Secretary  of  State;  born 
in  Providence,  April  1 4,  1 894,  the 
son  of  Antonio  and  Maria  (Pettine) 
Cappelli.  Received  his  education  at 
La  Salle  Academy,  Brown  Univer¬ 
sity  and  Yale  Law  School.  Married 
Catherine  McQuade,  1923. 

Served  as  Secretary  of  State  of 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island  from  1933 
to  1938. 


CASTAGNA,  John 

Brigadier  of  the  Salvation  Army ; 
born  in  Palermo,  Sicily,  he  came  to 
this  country  at  the  age  of  15,  work¬ 
ing  in  various  capacities  until  he  joined 
the  Salvation  Army  in  New  York 
City.  The  salvation  of  souls  in  the 
slum  districts  of  the  large  American 
cities  has  ever  been  the  chief  aim  of 
his  life.  He  is  an  Italo-American  who 
has  achieved  success  in  his  own  field. 


CAVICCHIA,  GAETANO 

College  professor ;  born  in  Roc- 
camandolfi.  Province  of  Campobasso, 
Italy,  June  26,  1875.  He  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1887,  settling 
in  Newark,  N.  J.  He  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Newark;  Interna- 
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tional  College,  Springfield  (A.B., 
1902);  Yale  University  (graduate 
work),  1902-1904;  Harvard  Uni¬ 
versity  (graduate  work)  1904-06. 

During  his  long  teaching  career, 
Professor  Cavicchia  has  been  con¬ 
nected  with  many  colleges,  including 
Brown  University.  Since  1 928  he  has 
been  Chairman  of  the  Department  of 
Romance  Languages,  Rhode  Island 
College  of  Education.  He  has  been 
engaged  in  many  cultural  activities  out¬ 
side  the  classroom  designed  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  study  of  the  Italian  language. 
At  the  R.  I.  College  of  Education 
he  has  been  the  organizer  of  Circolo 
Manzoni,  made  up  of  students  of 
Italian  origin.  Professor  Cavicchia 
married  Luigia  Nitti  in  1908.  Home: 
1  80  Congdon  Street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


CIANFARANI,  Aristide  B. 

Sculptor;  born  in  Agnone,  Province 
of  Campobasso,  Italy,  August  3,  1  895. 
In  the  United  States  since  1913.  Mar¬ 
ried  Teresa  Castallo,  1932.  Educated 
in  Italy.  Head  of  Cianfarani  School 
of  Sculpture.  Chief  works  of  art; 
World  War  Memorial  at  Meridan, 
Conn,  and  Northboro,  Mass;  bust  of 
Edgar  Allan  Poe,  Brown  University; 
statue  of  Gen.  Pulaski,  New  Haven, 
Conn. ;  colossal  head  of  Lincoln,  etc. 
Member :  Providence  Art  Club ;  As- 
sociazione  Artistica  Internazionale,  and 
Lega  Navale  Italiana,  Rome,  Italy; 
Aurora  Club;  Utopian  Club;  etc. 
Home:  3  Benevolent  Street,  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I. 


CIRINO.  Antonio 

Teacher  and  artist;  born  in  Serino, 
Province  of  Avellino,  Italy,  March 
23,  1889.  He  was  brought  to  Rhode 
Island  by  his  parents  in  1891,  who 
settled  in  Providence. 

He  received  his  early  education  in 
art  at  Rhode  Island  School  of  De¬ 


sign,  1904-1909;  Bachelor  of  Sci¬ 
ence,  Columbia  University,  1912; 
pupil  of  Arthur  Wesley  Dow;  sketched 
in  France  and  Italy  one  full  year.  For¬ 
mer  teacher  of  art,  Illinois  State  Nor¬ 
mal  University  and  Indiana  Univer¬ 
sity.  Faculty  member  and  head  of 
Teacher  Training  Department  of  the 
Rhode  Island  School  of  Design  since 
1912.  Awarded  prizes  in  painting  by 
Springfield  Art  League,  Providence 
Art  Club,  Ogunquit  Art  Centre. 
Member:  Providence  Art  Club, 

Rhode  Island  Association  of  Draw¬ 
ing  and  Manual  Arts,  Eastern  Arts 
Association,  Rockport  Art  Associa¬ 
tion,  Springfield  Art  League,  Ameri¬ 
can  Federation  of  Arts,  Society  of 
Medalists  and  the  Salmagundi  Club  of 
New  York. 

Since  Antonio  Cirino  graduated 
from  the  R.  I.  School  of  Design  his 
work  has  become  increasingly  im¬ 
portant  in  the  various  art  galleries 
throughout  the  country  in  which  he 
has  exhibited  his  numerous  pictures, 
and  he  has  attained  a  high  position  in 
the  field  of  painting.  Office:  Rhode 
Island  School  of  Design,  Providence, 

R.  I. 


COLONIAL  KNIFE  CO..  INC. 

One  of  the  outstanding  manufactur¬ 
ing  concerns  of  Providence  is  the 
Colonial  Knife  Company,  Inc. 

This  company  had  its  inception 
through  the  initiative  and  mechanical 
bent  of  Antonio  Paolantonio,  who  hav¬ 
ing  been  trained  as  a  knife  maker  in 
his  native  town  of  Frosolone,  Italy, 
in  1 925  set  up  a  small  shop  of  his 
own  at  99  Arthur  Avenue,  for  the 
manufacture  of  pocket  knives.  He 
worked  alone  in  this  venture  under  the 
name  of  A.  Paolantonio  Cutlery  Com¬ 
pany.  Three  years  later  he  was  joined 
by  his  brother  Domenico  Paolantonio. 
In  1925,  his  other  brother,  Fortunato 
Paolantonio,  was  also  taken  in  the 
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business.  The  venture  continuing  un¬ 
der  the  same  name  until  1 926  when 
they  obtained  a  charter  under  the  cor¬ 
porate  name  of  Colonial  Knife  Com¬ 
pany,  Inc.  It  started  operation  at  9 
Calendar  Street  with  40  employes.  In 
1929  it  moved  to  287  Oak  Street,  in 
the  Olneyville  district,  occupying  an 
entire  block  and  employing  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time  over  250  employes. 

This  venture  under  the  leadership 
of  Antonio  Paolantonio,  Domenico 
Paolantonio  and  Fortunato  Paolan¬ 
tonio,  three  experienced  cutlers  from 
Frosolone,  Italy,  has  grown  to  be  one 
of  the  largest  knife  factories  in  the 
country.  The  officers  of  the  Colonial 
Knife  Company,  Inc.,  are  the  follow¬ 
ing:  Fortunato  Paolantonio,,  Presi¬ 
dent;  Domenica  Paolantonio,  Secre¬ 
tary;  Antonio  Paolantonio,  Treasurer. 

The  office  and  plant  of  the  Colonial 
Knife  Company,  Inc.,  is  at  287  Oak 
Street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


CATANZARO,  Bartolo  Joseph 

Business  man  and  prominent  among 
Italian  fraternal  societies ;  born  in 
Termini  Imerese,  Province  of  Paler¬ 
mo,  Italy,  September  30,  1887,  the 
son  of  Giuseppe  and  Concetta  (Minar¬ 
di)  Catanzaro.  His  father  was  one  of 
the  early  immigrants  from  Sicily  to 
settle  in  Rhode  Island.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  town. 
At  the  age  of  ten  in  his  return  to 
Rhode  Island  after  a  visit  to  Sicily, 
his  father  brought  him  to  Providence, 
which  city  has  been  his  home  ever 
since.  For  a  while  he  attended  the 
local  public  schools. 

After  leaving  school  he  began  to 
work  for  his  father  in  the  fruit  and 
produce  business.  In  1 909  he  estab¬ 
lished  his  own  fruit  and  produce  busi¬ 
ness,  a  venture  in  which  he  has  been 
successfully  engaged  ever  since. 


Twenty-eight  years  ago  he  moved 
his  residence  to  54  Willow  Street,  in 
Dexter  Training  Ground  district,  one 
of  the  first  Italians  to  move  in  that 
section.  For  fifteen  years  he  was  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Trinacria  Society,  receiv¬ 
ing  from  its  members  a  merit  diploma 
in  recognition  of  his  contributions  to 
the  association.  He  is  a  charter  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Aurora  Club.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  Lodge  Italia,  Order  Sons 
of  Italy,  and  Court  Florence. 

On  April  1  8,  1  909,  Mr.  Catanzaro 
married  Rosa  Sansone,  a  native  of 
Boston.  She  is  a  well-known  member 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Council  of  Ital¬ 
ian  Women.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Catanzaro 
are  the  parents  of  six  children :  1 . 
Concetta,  a  registered  pharmicist;  2. 
Philip,  a  graduate  from  Providence 
College,  as  civil  engineer,  at  present  en¬ 
gaged  in  business;  3.  Cosmo,  asso¬ 
ciate  din  business  with  his  father;  4. 
Anthony,  a  window  dresser;  5.  Ida, 
a  student;  6.  Bartolo,  Jr.,  a  student. 

Mr.  Catanzaro’s  address  is  at  54 
Willow  Street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


CRISCIONE,  Emanuele 

Macaroni  Manufacturer;  born  in 
Ragusa,  Province  of  Ragusa,  Italy, 
February  1 ,  1 896,  the  son  of  Salva¬ 
tore  and  Marianna  (Cascone)  Cris- 
cione. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town.  In  1911  he  was 
brought  to  the  United  States  by  his 
mother  to  join  his  father  in  New  York 
City.  For  a  while  he  attended  the 
public  schools  of  New  York  City.  He 
was  an  ambitious  boy  and  worked 
his  way  up  from  anything  he  could 
find  in  order  to  support  his  parents 
and  make  a  future  for  himself.  At 
1  7  he  came  to  Providence  in  com¬ 
pany  with  his  brother  George,  and  in 
1914  they  organized  and  established 
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a  macaroni  factory.  In  1 925  the  part¬ 
nership  was  dissolved,  and  he  imme¬ 
diately  started  his  own  factory  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  Naples  Macaroni 
Manufacturing  Company  of  which  he 
is  the  sole  founder  and  proprietor.  The 
highest  grade  of  macaroni  and  spaghet¬ 
ti  are  manufactured  in  this  plant. 

Mr.  Criscione  became  a  natural¬ 
ized  American  citizen  in  1918.  On 
July  17,  1  9 1  8,  he  enlisted  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  Army,  serving  as  private  in 
the  16th  Co.,  4th  B.  R.  G.,  153 
Depot  Brigade.  He  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  on  January  25,  1919. 

On  August  23,  1920,  Mr.  Criscione 
married  Concetta  Cintolo,  a  native  of 
Ragusa,  Italy.  They  are  the  parents 
of  ten  children:  1.  Rosaria;  2.  Con¬ 
cetta;  3.  Rosa;  4.  Giovanni;  5.  Iolan- 
da;  6.  Emanuela;  7.  Salvatore;  8. 
Elena;  9.  Emanuele;  10.  Giuseppe. 

A  business  man  of  innate  kindli¬ 
ness,  Mr.  Criscione  enjoys  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  all  who  know  him. 

Mr.  Criscione’s  office  is  at  54 
Mercy  Street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


CALIFORNIA  ARTIFICIAL 
FLOWER  CO. 

Climaxing  1 8  years  of  continuous 
growth,  Michele  D’Agnillo,  of  the 
California  Artificial  Flower  Company, 
takes  rank  today  as  one  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  Italo-American  industralists  of 
Rhode  Island. 

From  the  original  humble  one-man 
factory  on  Spruce  Street,  he  moved  ro 
32  Broadway  where  he  first  hired 
help.  From  there  he  moved  to  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  Weybosset  and  Snow  Streets, 
with  employment  gradually  increasing 
until  approximately  200  persons  were 
on  the  payroll.  In  1934  he  moved 
to  1  4  Blount  Street,  where  employment 
rose  from  200  to  500,  and  last  year 
650  persons  were  employed. 

Today  Michele  D’Agnillo,  founder 
and  owner  of  the  Caliafornia  Artificial 
Flower  Company,  who  came  to  Provi¬ 
dence  in  1921  as  a  poor  immigrant 
from  Agnone,  Italy,  sits  proudly  in 
his  luxurious  office  of  the  modern  new 
factory  at  364-402  Reservoir  Avenue, 
directing  the  work  of  nearly  700  girls 
employed  in  manufacturing  artificial 
flowers. 

See  also  Page  127,  First  Edition, 
Italo-Americans  of  Rhode  Island, 

1936. 


CENCI,  Vincent.  D.M.D. 

Born  in  Providence,  September  1 9, 
1901,  the  son  of  the  late  Elviro  and 
Theresa  (Pilla)  Cenci,  both  natives 
of  Fornelli,  Italy. 

He  was  educated  in  the  local  pub¬ 
lic  schools ;  was  graduated  from 
Brown  University  in  1925  and  from 
Harvard  Dental  School  in  1931.  For 
three  years  he  served  with  the  Medi¬ 
cal  Corps,  1 03rd  Field  Artillery, 
R.I.N.G.  For  two  and  one  half  years 
he  served  the  combined  medical  and 
dental  corps  of  the  241st  Coast  Ar¬ 
tillery,  Massachusetts  National  Guard. 
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He  later  spent  three  months  on  the 
visiting  staff  of  the  Samuel’s  Dental 
Clinic,  and  two  and  one  half  years  at 
the  Rhode  Island  State  Hospital  at 
Howard. 

Dr.  Cenci  is  a  life  member  of  the 
Harvard  Dental  Alumni  Association, 
and  is  active  in  civic  affairs. 

In  May,  1 933,  he  married  Mary 
Di  Nadal  of  Fall  River,  Mass. 

Dr.  Cenci  is  registered  to  practice 
dentistry  in  Rhode  Island  and  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  and  his  office  is  at  204  West¬ 
minster  Street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


CALABRO,  Maria  Flavia 


MARIA  FLAVIA  CALABRO 


Prominent  in  Italo-American  cul¬ 
tural,  charitable,  fraternal,  patriotic 
and  religious  activities,  and  known 
throughout  the  state  for  leadership  of 
Italo-American  women’s  movements ; 
born  in  Messina,  Italy,  the  daughter 
of  Giuseppe  and  Domenica  (Fioren- 
tino)  Zagarella.  She  was  educated  at 
the  convent  of  Sant  Anna,  in  Sorrento, 
Italy.  After  graduating  from  this  in¬ 
stitution,  she  went  to  Palermo  where 
she  taught  the  children  of  the  new 


recruits  of  the  World  War.  In  1917 
she  immigrated  to  the  United  States 
with  her  mother  and  brother,  settling 
in  Providence.  Since  coming  to  Provi¬ 
dence  she  has  been  in  the  forefront  in 
Italo-American  women’s  activities.  She 
has  always  been  an  active  supporter  of 
religious  work,  for  which  she  received 
a  merit  certificate  from  Societa  San 
Paolo,  of  Rome,  Italy.  To  welfare  ac¬ 
tivities  she  has  devoted  untiringly  of 
her  time  and  strength.  She  had  helped 
to  raise  funds  for  the  American  Red 
Cross,  Italian  Red  Cross,  Community 
Fund,  Charity  Fund.  In  addition  to 
these  she  has  contributed  for  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  Order  Sons  of  Italy  and  for 
the  Italian  School. 

In  the  field  of  Italo-American 
women’s  activities,  Mrs.  Calabro  is 
one  of  our  outstanding  leaders.  She  ?s 
one  of  the  founders  of  Ada  Negri 
Club;  venerable  of  Lodge  Gloria  of 
Order  Sons  of  Italy.  She  is  the  found¬ 
er  of  numerous  educational  and  cul¬ 
tural  clubs.  She  has  attended  many 
conferences  as  a  representative  of  va¬ 
rious  Italian  women’s  lodges. 

On  June  6,  1918,  Mrs.  Calabro 
married  Filippo  Calabro,  a  jewelry 
manufacturer.  They  are  the  parents  of 
four  children:  1.  Josephine,  a  student 
teacher;  2.  Elena,  a  student  at  the 
R.  I.  College  of  Education;  3.  Hilda, 
a  student  at  the  convent  of  Sacred 
Heart  at  Elmhurst;  4.  Olga,  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  the  convent  of  Sacred  Heart 
at  Elmhurst.  Home:  251  Jastram 
Street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


COLUCCI,  Maria  (Formichelli) 

For  many  years  prominent  in  Italo- 
American  women’s  organizations;  born 
in  Isernia,  Province  of  Campobasso, 
Italy,  the  daughter  of  Ferdinando  and 
Maria  (Marracino)  Formichelli.  Her 
father,  a  well-known  patriot,  fought 
under  Garibaldi  for  the  unification  of 
Italy.  He  died  in  Providence  in  1  929. 
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His  red  shirt  and  war  medals  are  now 
in  the  possession  of  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Colucci. 

In  1  902,  accompanied  by  her  fath¬ 
er  and  sister,  Nicoletta,  she  came  to 
the  United  States  to  join  her  brothev. 
Carlo,  in  Providence.  She  has  long 
been  a  leader  in  Italo-American  wom¬ 
en’s  social,  fraternal,  cultural  and  pa¬ 
triotic  movements.  In  1 908,  she  or¬ 
ganized  a  committee  of  Italian  women 
which  gave  a  benefit  concert  at  the 
Y.W.C.A.,  for  the  relief  of  earth¬ 
quake  sufferers  of  Messina,  Italy.  She 
showed  so  much  ability  and  efficiency 
on  that  memorable  occasion  that  she 
received  a  letter  of  commendation  from 
Her  Majesty,  Queen  Helen  of  Italy. 
During  the  World  War  she  was  active 
in  sending  clothing  to  needy  soldiers 
and  refugees  in  Italy. 

Mrs.  Colucci  is  a  founder  and  for 
eight  years  venerable  of  Lodge  Gloria 
of  the  Order  Sons  of  Italy.  She  is  a 
founder  and  an  honorary  member  of 
Convivio  Club. 

In  1  903  Mrs.  Colucci  married  Lor¬ 
enzo  Colucci,  a  native  of  Teano,  Italy. 
They  are  the  parents  of  four  children: 
1.  Mrs.  Marcella  D’ Irri;  2.  Horace, 
a  pharmacist  and  owner  of  a  drug 
store:  3.  Frank,  an  electrician:  4.  Ar- 
mand,  a  musician. 


CORVESE,  Anthony.  M.D. 

Born  in  Marzano  Appio,  Province 
of  Naples,  Italy,  November  26,  1889, 
the  son  of  Bartolomeo  and  Antonia 
(Ricci)  Corvese.  He  was  brought  ?o 
the  United  States  in  boyhood  in  1  896, 
to  join  his  father  in  Providence,  who 
had  emigrated  three  years  previously. 

After  attending  the  public  schools 
he  graduated  from  Rhode  Island  Col¬ 
lege  of  Pharmacy  in  1906.  In  1912, 
he  graduated  from  Tufts  Medical  Col¬ 
lege  receiving  a  cum  laude  diploma. 
Following  graduation  from  medical 
school,  he  served  interneship  at  the  fol¬ 


lowing  Hospitals:  Charles  V.  Chapin 
Hospital,  Rhode  Island  Hospital, 
Providence  Lying-in-Hospital. 

He  began  practice  of  medicine  in 
August,  1915.  During  the  World  War 
served  overseas  with  the  United  States 
Army  as  lieutenant  in  Medical  Corps. 
During  the  St.  Michel  and  Argonne 
Meuse  drives  he  was  in  the  front  line 
field  hospital.  After  the  Armistice  he 
served  three  months  with  the  army  of 
occupation  in  Germany.  He  was  hon¬ 
orably  discharged  in  1919  with  the 
rank  of  Captain.  He  then  resumed 
practice. 

Dr.  Corvese  is  assistant  surgeon  at 
Rhode  Island  Hospital,  surgeon  at 
Charles  V.  Chapin  Hospital,  surgeon 
at  the  State  Hospital,  consulting  sur¬ 
geon  at  the  South  County  Hospital, 
and  gynecologist  at  the  House  of  Good 
Shepherd.  He  is  one  of  the  founders 
and  past  president  of  Malpighi  Medi¬ 
cal  Club,  a  Fellow  of  the  American 
College  of  Surgeons,  a  member  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  the 
Rhode  Island  Medical  Society,  and 
Providence  Medical  Society.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  Federal  Hill  House.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  and  past  commander  of  Provi¬ 
dence  Post  American  Legion  and 
chairman  of  Troop  9,  Boy  Scouts  of 
America.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
State  Board  of  Medical  Examiners. 
Dr.  Corvese  is  a  member  of  the  Au¬ 
rora  Club.  In  May,  1925,  Dr.  Corvese 
married  Maria  Leoni.  They  are  the 
parents  of  two  children :  1 .  William ; 
2.  Louis.  Address:  243  Broadway, 
Providence,  R.  I.  (From  1st  Edition, 
Italo-Americans  of  R.  I.,  1936.) 


CAMBIO,  Frank  C. 

Assistant  Attorney  General ;  born 
in  Providence,  August  1 4,  1 898,  the 
curio)  Cambio,  who  were  born  re- 
son  of  Camillo  and  Maria  S.  (Mer- 
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spectively,  at  Ciorlano,  and  Isernia, 
Province  of  Campobasso,  Italy. 

He  attended  the  Providence  public 
schools.  Classical  High  School,  Brown 
University  and  Harvard  Law  School. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  on  May 
5,  1922,  and  immediately  began  the 
active  practice  of  law.  He  was  au¬ 
thorized  to  practice  before  the  U.  S. 
District  Court  on  January  28,  1925. 

From  1925  to  1936  he  was  a  part¬ 
ner  of  the  firm  of  Pettine,  Godfrey  and 
Cambio,  and  since  1 936  has  been  as¬ 
sociated  with  Edward  L.  Godfrey  in 
the  firm  of  Godfrey  and  Cambio.  On 
December  30,  1  938,  he  was  appointed 
Assistant  Attorney  General  by  Louis 
V.  Jackvony,  Attorney-General  of 
Rhode  Island,  an  office  which  he  ably 
fills  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  his 
superior  and  members  of  the  bar. 

Prominent  in  Italo-American  pro¬ 
fessional,  social,  civic  and  fraternal  ac¬ 
tivities,  he  has  held  office  in  the  Au¬ 
rora  and  Italo-American  Clubs.  His 
affiliations  include  R.  I.  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation,  Brown  Club  of  Providence, 
Aurora  and  Italo-American  Clubs. 

In  1923,  Mr.  Cambio  married  Ade¬ 
lina  Benevenga.  They  are  the  parents 
of  two  children :  1 .  Maria  S. ;  2.  Frank 
C.,  Jr.  Office:  58  Weybosset  Street. 
Home :  1 9  Ravenswood  Avenue, 

Providence,  R.  I. 


CARNEVALE,  Giuseppe 

Businessman ;  born  in  Pico,  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Frosinone,  Italy,  March  1 3, 
1 888,  the  son  of  Sebastiano  and 
Candelora  (Carnevale)  Carnevale. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town.  When  he  was  eigh¬ 
teen  years  old  he  immigrated  to  the 
United  States,  settling  in  Providence. 
Upon  arriving  here,  he  worked  on 
anything  he  could  find  in  order  to 
make  an  honest  living,  and  with  his 
sheer  intelligence  and  determination,  he 
made  his  own  way  in  the  world.  In 


1  922  he  established  a  flourishing  laun¬ 
dry  business,  under  the  name  of  Su¬ 
perior  Laundry,  of  which  he  is  the 
sole  owner.  Because  of  its  complete 
and  efficient  services,  Mr.  Carnevale 
has  been  very  successful  in  his  busir 
ness. 

In  addition  to  his  work,  Mr.  Carne¬ 
vale  is  active  in  religious  circles,  being 
a  member  of  the  Italian  Protestant 
Church.  He  is  a  member  and  one  of 
the  founders  of  Pico  Society. 

On  June  25,  1912,  Mr.  Carne¬ 
vale  married  Rosa  DiManna,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Pico,  Italy,  Mrs.  Carnevale 
is  deeply  interested  in  church  activities. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carnevale  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  four  children:  1.  Sebastiano; 

2.  Mary,  a  bookkeeper  for  her  father; 

3.  William;  4.  Josephine.  Office:  245 
Huntington  Avenue,  Providence,  R.  I. 


CONTI,  Luigi 

President  and  Treasurer,  Benjamin 
Franklin  Press,  Inc.,  printers,  publish¬ 
ers,  stationers.  91  Broadway,  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I.  See  also  Page  67,  First 
Edition,  Italo  Americans  of  Rhode 
Island,  1936. 


CONTI,  John 

Founder  and  proprietor  of  Provi¬ 
dence  Monumental  Works,  314 
Branch  avenue.  Providence,  R.  I. 
See  also  Page  55,  First  Edition, 
Italo-Americans  of  Rhode  Island, 

1936. 


CARNEGLIA,  Vito 

Assistant  to  the  president,  Uncas 
Manufacturing  Company;  born  in 
Forio  D’  Ischia,  in  the  island  of  Ischia, 
Province  of  Naples,  Italy,  May  6, 
1897,  the  son  of  Aniello  and  Libera 
(Del  Ponte)  Carneglia,  both  natives 
of  the  same  town. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  and 
pun  ‘UMO^  3ATjnu  sii|  jo  uinisnuunfQ 
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at  the  age  of  1  6  he  immigrated  to  the 
United  States,  settling  in  Providence. 
On  coming  to  Providence,  young 
Carneglia,  an  ambitious  youth,  with  a 
receptive  mind  and  habits  of  thought 
and  observation,  immediately  set  out 
to  make  his  own  way  in  the  land  of 
opportunity.  He  entered  the  employ  of 
Vincent  Sorrentino,  then  a  rising 
young  jewelry  manufacturer,  and  de¬ 
voted  his  evenings  in  serving  an  ap¬ 
prenticeship  at  the  stone  setting  trade. 
Three  years  of  apprenticeship,  com¬ 
bined  with  his  natural  intelligence,  gave 
Mr.  Carneglia  the  foundation  with 
which  to  build  a  future  for  himself. 
At  the  expiration  of  his  apprentice¬ 
ship  he  worked  as  a  jewelry  crafts¬ 
man  in  the  employ  of  Vincent  Sorren¬ 
tino.  For  a  while  he  worked  for  other 
jewelry  concerns,  but  later  returned 
to  Sorrentino  &  Lanigan.  When  the 
Uncas  Manufacturing  Company  was 
organized  by  Vincent  Sorrentino,  Mr. 
Carneglia  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
stone  setting  department.  Steadily  ris¬ 
ing  in  position,  he  later  became  assist¬ 
ant  superintendent,  and  in  1 934  he 
was  promoted  assistant  to  the  presi¬ 
dent,  a  position  which  he  still  fills 
with  marked  success.  Mr.  Carneglia 
has  travelled  extensively  in  all  parts  of 
the  United  States  as  a  representative 
of  the  Uncas  Manufacturing  Company, 
and  he  is  everywhere  known  for  his 
efficiency,  courtesy  and  pleasing  per¬ 
sonality. 

Mr.  Carneglia  is  a  member  of  the 
Aurora  Club  and  Verdandi  Male 
Chorus  Association. 

On  June  20,  1921,  Mr.  Carneglia 
married  Theresa  Del  Ponte,  daughter 
of  Mr.  Michelangelo  and  Mrs.  Lucia 
Del  Ponte.  They  are  the  parents  of 
two  children:  1.  Donald;  2.  Doris. 
Home:  20  Cathedral  Avenue,  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I. 


CAMILLONI,  Giuseppe 

Distinguished  blind  violinist,  pianist 
and  composer;  born  in  Trevi,  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Frosinone,  Italy,  March  1 9, 
1 886,  the  son  of  Pietro  and  Elisa- 
betta  Del  Signore. 

After  achieving  a  notable  success 
in  Italy,  for  which  he  was  awarded 
medals  of  distinction  in  music  by  King 
Victor  Emmanuel  III,  Professor  Camil- 
loni  immigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
1921,  settling  in  Providence,  where 
he  joined  his  brother,  Antonio. 

In  October,  1921,  he  gave  a  con¬ 
cert  in  Pianoforte  and  violin  at  Schu¬ 
bert-Majestic  Theatre,  where  in  the 
presence  of  a  large  and  enthusiastic 
gathering  he  demonstrated  his  wonder¬ 
ful  skill  and  mastery.  In  1 923  he 
gave  a  successful  recital  in  the  Art 
Association  Hall,  in  Newport,  R.  I. 
On  November  29,  1927,  he  gave  a 
highly  successful  piano  concert  in  the 
Town  Hall  in  New  York.  He  has 
done  much  for  promoting  musical  edu¬ 
cation  among  school  children  by  means 
of  the  radio.  For  several  years  he  was 
organist  and  Chapel  Maestro  of  Holy 
Ghost  Church.  On  the  occasion  of  the 
Golden  Jubilee  of  Holy  Ghost  Church, 
he  composed  a  pontifical  Mass  Pro¬ 
cessional,  especially  dedicated  to  the 
Holy  Ghost. 

He  is  the  author  of  a  vast  repertoire 
of  compositions  for  piano,  violin,  voice 
and  other  instruments.  Many  of  his 
compositions  have  been  published, 
others  will  be  published  later. 


CARLONE,  Gennaro 

Businessman ;  born  in  Pietravairano, 
Province  of  Naples,  Italy,  October 
14,  1895,  the  son  of  Antonio  and 
Teresa  De  Robbio  Carlone. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town,  and  on  reaching  his 
military  age,  he  served  in  the  Italian 
Army. 
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He  immigrated  to  the  United  States 
in  1921,  settling  in  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 
Upon  arriving  here,  he  obtained  em¬ 
ployment  in  a  grocery  store  and  mas¬ 
tered  every  branch  of  the  business.  On 
May  28,  1 928,  he  started  his  own 
grocery  store  in  Pawtucket.  After 
selling  out  this  business,  he  opened  a 
new  grocery  store  at  1075  Charles 
street,  North  Providence,  which  he  has 
successfully  operated  since  1933. 

On  December  27,  1919,  Mr.  Car- 
lone  married  Gabriella  De  Robbio,  a 
native  of  Pietravairano,  Italy.  They  are 
the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Anto¬ 
nio;  2.  Vincenzo.  Business  address: 
1075  Charles  street.  North  Providence, 
R.  I. 


CIVITO,  Joseph 

Manager  of  J.  H.  P.  Welding 
Company;  born  in  Providence,  Feb¬ 
ruary  2,  1902,  the  son  of  Carlo  and 
Angiolina  Civito,  both  natives  of  Italy. 

Following  his  education  received  in 
the  Providence  public  schools  and  at 
Technical  High  School,  he  served  an 
apprenticeship  at  Brown  &  Sharpe 
Manufacturing  Company,  graduating 
as  a  machinist  in  1921.  He  immedi¬ 
ately  worked  as  a  skilled  machinist  in 
various  shops  until  he  went  to  work 
for  the  J.  H.  Welding  Company.  He 
won  there  rapid  advancement,  and  in 
a  few  years  became  manager  of  the 
company.  This  concern  specializes  in 
repair  work  for  all  kinds  of  ma¬ 
chineries. 

In  1922,  Mr.  Civito  married  Ethel 
Pugh,  a  native  of  Providence.  They 
are  the  parents  of  two  children :  1 .  Do¬ 
lores;  2.  Jean.  Business  address:  54 
Troy  street.  Providence,  R.  I. 

CHIAPPINELLI,  Salvatore 

Prominent  jewelry  manufacturer  and 
philanthropist;  born  in  Teano,  Province 
of  Naples,  Italy,  November  1,  1873, 
the  son  of  Bartolomeo  and  Lucia  (Cin- 
quegrana)  Chiappinelli. 


In  1895,  he  immigrated  to  the 
United  States,  settling  in  Providence. 

In  addition  to  his  jewelry  manu¬ 
facturing  business,  he  is  also  actively 
interested  in  the  real  estate  business. 

Active  in  the  business  life  of  the 
city  of  adoption,  and  well  known  as 
a  public-spirited  citizen,  Mr.  Chiappi¬ 
nelli  has  long  been  identified  as  a 
trustee  of  Holy  Ghost  Church,  and  is 
known  for  his  interest  in  raising  funds 
for  welfare  and  religious  institutions. 

Mr.  Chiappinelli  is  married  to  Pas- 
qualina  Diodati  and  is  the  father  of 
nine  children:  (1)  Bartolomeo;  2.  Lu- 
cio;  3.  Pia;  4.  Antonio;  5.  Filomena; 
6.  Josephine;  7.  Irma;  8.  Rita;  9. 
Federico.  Office:  105  Gordon  avenue; 
home:  478  Broadway,  Providence, 
R.  I. 

CAPASSO.  Ralph 

Manufacturer  of  Italian  cigars ;  born 
in  Mercato  San  Severino,  Province  of 
Salerno,  Italy,  January  28,  1891,  the 
son  of  Enrico  Capasso  and  Enrichetta 
(Risi)  Capasso.  His  father,  who  died 
some  thirty  years  ago,  came  from  Pied- 
imonte  D’Alife,  Italy. 

Young  Capasso  attended  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  his  native  town  until 
1 903,  at  which  time  he  was  brought 
to  the  United  States  by  his  parents, 
who  settled  in  Providence.  Starting 
life  as  a  circus  magician,  he  travelled 
throughout  the  United  States.  He  con¬ 
tinued  this  work  until  1 930,  at  which 
time  he  opened  a  factory  for  the  man¬ 
ufacture  of  Italian  cigars  on  his  own 
account,  and  which  he  successfully 
operates  under  the  name  of  Reflection 
Cigar  Company.  Mr.  Capasso  is  the 
originator  of  the  package  of  three  cigars 
known  as  3-4-5,  a  brand  which  has 
been  introduced  throughout  the  United 
States,  and  especially  in  New  England. 

Mr.  Capasso,  an  energetic  and  cap¬ 
able  business  man,  is  a  member  of  the 
Elks,  the  Eagles,  and  takes  an  active 
part  in  the  life  of  the  community. 
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In  1917,  Mr.  Capasso  married  Car¬ 
olina  Lalla  of  New  York  and  Wester¬ 
ly.  Business  address :  1  24  Atwells  ave¬ 
nue,  Providence,  R.  I. 


CONTI,  Leo  J. 

Registered  pharmacist;  born  in  Bar- 
ga.  Province  of  Lucca,  Italy,  Novem¬ 
ber  11,  1 894,  the  son  of  Pietro  and 
Emilia  (Caproni)  Conti.  His  father 
was  a  well-known  business  man.  His 
mother  is  a  member  of  the  Caproni 
family,  pioneer  Italian  settlers  who  have 
figured  prominently  in  the  history  of 
the  Italo-Americans  of  Rhode  Island. 

In  1 896,  he  was  brought  to  the 
United  States  by  his  mother  to  join 
his  father  in  Providence.  He  attended 
the  local  elementary  schools  and  Eng¬ 
lish  High  School.  Later,  he  entered 
the  Rhode  Island  College  of  Pharmacy, 
from  which  he  graduated  with  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Ph.  G.,  in  1924.  Following 
his  graduation,  he  entered  the  drug 
business  for  himself  on  Broadway,  es¬ 
tablishing  the  Conti  Pharmacy,  which 
he  has  conducted  ever  since. 

In  1 924,  Mr.  Conti  married  Eva 
Martini,  a  native  of  Providence.  They 
are  the  parents  of  one  child:  Leo  J.,  Jr. 
Business  address:  506  Broadway, 
Providence,  R.  I. 


CALCAGNI,  Louis 

General  contractor  and  builder ;  born 
in  Arce,  Province  of  Frosinone,  Italy, 
November  11,1  902,  the  son  of  Eleu- 
terio  and  Filomena  Calcagni.  After  at¬ 
tending  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
town,  he  served  an  apprenticeship  at 
the  cabinet  making  trade.  At  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  his  apprenticeship  he  fol¬ 
lowed  his  trade  in  Rome  and  other 
cities  in  Italy.  In  1 920  he  immigrated 
to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Prov¬ 
idence.  Upon  his  arrival  here  he  ob¬ 
tained  work  as  a  carpenter  for  various 
leading  contractors.  These  years  of  ex¬ 


perience,  combined  with  his  training 
in  Italy  and  business  ability,  gave  Mr. 
Calcagni  the  foundation  to  build  a 
business  for  himself.  In  1  924  in  associ¬ 
ation  with  his  brother,  Alfred  Calcag¬ 
ni,  he  engaged  in  business  as  a  general 
contractor  and  builder,  they  operating 
under  the  firm  name  of  Calcagni 
Brothers,  of  which  he  is  president. 

Since  establishing  his  firm  in  1  924, 
Mr.  Calcagni  has  been  very  success¬ 
ful.  He  has  built  some  very  fine  houses 
near  the  best  residential  districts.  Mr. 
Calcagni  ranks  high  among  the  prom¬ 
ising  and  energetic  contractors  and 
builders. 

Mr.  Calcagni  is  a  member  of  the 
Arcese  Society. 

On  May  24,  1 924,  Mr.  Calcagni 
married  Assunta  Cassiere,  a  descendant 
from  the  town  of  Laurenzana,  Province 
of  Basilicata,  Italy.  They  are  the  pa¬ 
rents  of  two  children:  I.Eleuterio; 
2.  Giovanni.  Business  address:  190 
Wardlaw  avenue.  Providence,  R.  I. 


CALCAGNI,  Alfred 

General  contractor  and  builder ;  born 
in  Arce,  Province  of  Frosinone,  Italy, 
April  1  7,  1 904,  the  son  of  Eleuterio 
and  Filomena  Calcagni.  After  attend¬ 
ing  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town, 
he  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  cab¬ 
inet  making  trade.  At  the  expiration 
of  his  apprenticeship  he  followed  his 
trade  in  Rome  and  other  cities  in 
Italy.  Becoming  very  proficient  in  his 
work,  he  left  his  native  country  and 
came  to  the  United  States,  locating  in 
Providence.  Upon  his  arrival  here,  he 
worked  as  a  carpenter  for  many  lead¬ 
ing  contractors.  His  skill  and  knowledge 
of  the  work  soon  led  to  his  becoming 
associated  with  his  elder  brother,  Louis 
Calcagni,  in  the  business  of  general 
contractors  and  builders. 

The  Calcagni  Brothers  have  made 
the  construction  of  fine  homes  their 
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specialty,  together  with  their  remodel¬ 
ing  and  land  development. 

Mr.  Calcagni  is  a  member  of  the 
Arcese  Society. 

In  1  930  Mr.  Calcagni  married  Car- 
mela  Fanelli,  a  descendant  from  Lau- 
renzana.  Province  of  Basilicata,  Italy. 
They  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
1.  Filomena ;  2.  Addolorata.  Address: 
701  Academy  avenue.  Providence, 

R.  I. 


CIMINO,  Anthony  B. 

Traveling  salesman  and  a  leader  in 
musical,  civic  and  fraternal  circles,  born 
in  Rhode  Island,  the  son  of  early  Ital¬ 
ian  immigrants. 

Prominently  identified  as  a  traveling 
salesman  for  H.  Midwood  Sons  Com¬ 
pany,  wholesale  grocers,  for  more  than 
eleven  years,  Mr.  Cimino  holds  the 
esteem  of  all  who  have  been  observant 
of  his  progressive  activities  in  the  in¬ 
terest  of  the  community. 

A  man  of  ability,  he  has  been  of 
considerable  assistance  to  various  or¬ 
ganizations.  Some  of  his  work  has  been 
through  as  secretary  of  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  Opera  Company,  and  with  the 
Providence  Council  No.  67,  Commer¬ 
cial  Travelers,  of  which  he  recently 
became  Senior  Counselor.  As  one  affil¬ 
iated  with  the  Republican  Party,  Mr. 
Cimino  is  taking  a  very  active  role 
in  its  activities.  His  ramified  connec¬ 
tions  give  him  intimate  contact  with  the 
principal  currents  in  the  development 
of  our  city  and  State. 

Keen  at  business,  shrewd  in  judg¬ 
ment  in  all  things,  genial,  warm  in  his 
humor,  Mr.  Cimino  has  a  legion  of 
friends  throughout  Rhode  Island. 


CHIAVERINI,  Francis 

Registered  architect  and  engineer. 
For  almost  twenty-four  years,  Mr.  Chi- 
averini  has  been  known  for  his  success¬ 
ful  professional  activities.  He  is  re¬ 
garded  as  one  of  the  outstanding  Italo- 


Americans  of  Rhode  Island  and  is 
highly  esteemed  for  his  abilities  and 
for  his  many  fine  qualities.  His  pro¬ 
fessional  standing  in  the  community  is 
such  that  he  was  appointed  by  former 
Governer  Green,  to  the  important  post 
of  Chief  of  State  Division  of  Public 
Buildings  and  Consulting  Architect  of 
the  R.  I.  Emergency  Public  Works 
Commission. 

Mr.  Chiaverini  was  born  in  Palena, 
Province  of  Chieti,  Italy,  January  1 , 
1893,  the  son  of  Edward  and  Maria 
Etta  (Sica)  Chiaverini.  A  great  grand¬ 
father,  Don  Raphael  Chiaverini,  was 
a  provincial  engineer  and  as  such  he 
designed  many  public  works. 

He  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  town, 
but  while  still  in  his  teens,  he  was 
brought  to  the  United  States  by  his 
mother,  to  join  his  father  in  Providence. 
He  attended  the  Providence  public 
schools  and  then  studied  in  the  Atelier 
Rosener  and  the  Harvard  Graduate 
School  of  Architecture  under  Prof. 
Charles  W.  Killam  and  under  Prof. 
Jean  Haffner  at  the  Beau  Arts  in  Paris. 

He  was  engineer  and  designer  with 
Leland  S.  Rosner,  consulting  architect 
and  engineer;  a  structural  designer  for 
a  large  oil  company  in  California ;  an 
engineer  designer  for  the  Federal  Gov¬ 
ernment  ;  was  with  a  big  powder  com¬ 
pany  at  one  time,  was  associated  with 
Wesley  H.  Blank,  instructor  in  engi¬ 
neering  at  the  Massachusetts  Institute 
of  Technology;  under  the  firm  of  Chi¬ 
averini  &  Blank,  engaged  in  independ¬ 
ent  practice  in  architecture  and  engi¬ 
neering  for  1  0  years  and  has  designed 
and  supervised  construction  of  many 
public  and  religious  buildings,  includ¬ 
ing  the  winning  of  the  competition  of 
the  Italian  orphanage  to  be  built  in 
Providence. 

He  checked  and  approved  structural 
plans  for  the  late  Spencer  B.  Hopkins, 
Providence  building  inspector,  and  for 
many  years  had  been  keyman  and  archi- 
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tect  in  the  Providence  public  buildings 
department. 

During  the  incumbency  of  his  office 
as  Chief  of  State  Division  of  Public 
Buildings,  Mr.  Chiaverini  had  direct 
supervision  and  care  of  the  State  House, 
the  State  Office  building.  Providence 
County  Court  House  and  other  court 
hourses,  armories,  the  Rumford  rifle 
range,  the  Soldiers’  Home  in  Bristol, 
repairs  to  State  institutions,  repairs  to 
R.  I.  State  College,  the  R.  I.  College 
of  Education,  the  Wallum  Lake  Sani- 
torium  and  all  the  military  buildings. 
He  discharged  the  duties  of  his  high 
office  with  complete  efficiency  and  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  Governor 
and  the  State  which  he  served. 

Mr.  Chiaverini  resumed  his  private 
practice  as  registered  engineer  and  ar¬ 
chitect  on  April  8,  1939.  Despite  the 
fact  that  it  is  but  a  little  more  than 
a  year  since  he  has  resumed  his  private 
practice,  he  has  already  designed  the 
new  building  for  Beta  Psi  Alpha 
Fraternity,  at  R.  I.  State  College,  an 
organization  made  up  of  all  Italo- 
Americans;  the  new  building  of  the 
Warwick  Ice  Cream  Company  at  War¬ 
wick,  R.  I.,  which  will  be  one  of  the 
most  modern  and  best  equipped  ice¬ 
cream  plants  in  the  country;  a  pencil 
manufacturing  plant  on  Huntington 
avenue,  Providence,  and  numerous 
other  buildings. 

Mr.  Chiaverini  is  a  member  of  the 
American  Society  of  Military  Engi¬ 
neers,  the  American  Society  of  Engi¬ 
neers,  the  Harvard  Club  of  Rhode  Is¬ 
land,  the  Aurora  Club  and  the  Italo- 
American  Democratic  League  of 
Rhode  Island. 

On  June  1  st  1916,  Mr.  Chiaverini 
married  Clorinda  Schiappi,  a  native  of 
Terracina,  Italy.  They  are  the  parents 
of  three  daughters:  1.  Frances;  2. 
Ada;  3.  Leonida.  Home:  21  Lotus 
PI.  Office:  815  Union  Trust  Building, 
Providence,  R.  I. 


CARLONE,  Edmund  J. 

Assistant  manager,  Atwells  Avenue 
Branch  of  the  Industrial  Trust  Com¬ 
pany;  born  in  Providence,  May  22, 

1 906,  the  son  of  Domenico  and  Con- 
cetta  (Conca)  Carlone. 

He  received  his  preliminary  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  local  public  schools  and 
Commercial  High  School.  Later  he  en¬ 
tered  Bentley  School  of  Accounting 
and  Finance,  graduating  in  accountancy 
in  1 930.  After  completing  his  educa¬ 
tion,  he  entered  at  once  in  the  active 
practice  of  his  profession.  In  1931  he 
entered  the  service  of  the  Atwells  Ave¬ 
nue  Branch  of  the  Industrial  Trust 
Company  as  teller,  and  in  1937  was 
promoted  to  assistant  manager. 

During  the  period  of  his  connection 
he  has  amply  demonstrated  the  value 
of  his  services  to  the  company,  and  is 
now  well  known  in  the  business  and 
financial  circles  of  this  very  important 
section  of  Providence. 

In  other  fields  of  activity,  Mr.  Car¬ 
lone  has  also  been  prominent.  He  is 
Treasurer  of  the  Italo-American  Club 
of  Rhode  Island,  and  Vice-President 
of  the  Federal  Hill  Business  Men’s 
Association.  He  is  a  most  promising 
young  Italo-American,  and  his  kindly 
and  genial  personality  have  won  him 
warm  friendship  throughout  the  city. 

On  October  26,  1 936,  Mr.  Car¬ 
lone  married  Vitalina  Galluccio,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Providence.  Home:  328  Mount 
Pleasant  avenue.  Providence,  R.  I. 


CIPOLLA,  Jack 

Registered  pharmacist;  born  in  Na¬ 
tick,  R.  I.,  April  22,  1904,  the  son 
of  Antonio  and  Teresa  (Palazzo) 
Cipolla,  who  were  born  respectively,  at 
Fornelli,  and  Grazzanise,  Italy. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Natick,  West  Warwick  High  School 
and  Rhode  Island  College  of  Pharma¬ 
cy,  graduating  with  the  degree  of  Ph. 
G.  in  1927.  Since  1929  he  has  been 
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proprietor  of  Jack’s  Drug  Store,  in  Na¬ 
tick.  He  is  a  member  of  Leo  Council, 
Knights  of  Columbus,  for  which  organ¬ 
ization  he  served  for  eight  years  as  re¬ 
cording  secretary. 

On  May  1 ,  1 928,  Mr.  Cipolla 
married  Emilia  Ucci,  American  born. 
They  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
1.  Dolores;  2.  Jacqueline.  Business 
address:  715  Providence  street,  Natick, 

R.  I. 


CIANCI,  Anthony  A. 

Contractor  and  builder ;  born  in  Roc- 
camonfina.  Province  of  Naples,  Italy, 
April  8,  1896,  the  son  of  Giuseppe 
and  Orsola  (Santantonio)  Cianci,  both 
natives  of  the  same  town.  His  father 
also  a  contractor  and  builder,  followed 
his  business  both  in  Italy  and  in  this 
country.  He  died  in  Providence  in 

1934. 

Anthony  A.  Cianci  was  brought  to 
this  country  by  his  mother  in  1897  to 
join  his  father  in  Providence.  He  at¬ 
tended  the  local  public  schools  and 
Rhode  Island  School  of  Design,  where 
he  pursued  a  course  in  architecture, 
graduating  in  1912.  After  completing 
his  education,  he  assisted  his  father 
in  his  contracting  and  building  business 
until  1918,  when  he  started  his  busi¬ 
ness  on  his  own  account,  under  the 
name  of  Cianci  Construction  Company, 
Inc. 

During  the  twenty-two  years  that 
Mr.  Cianci  has  been  in  business,  his 
enterprise  has  flourished  exceedingly 
and  is  now  one  of  the  most  important 
of  its  kind  in  this  section  of  the  State, 
and  Mr.  Cianci  is  justly  regarded  as 
one  of  the  most  capable  and  progres¬ 
sive  contractors  in  Providence.  He  spe¬ 
cializes  in  all  types  of  commercial  and 
public  buildings.  He  has  designed  and 
built  many  large  and  important  build¬ 
ings  throughout  the  city  and  State.  Mr. 
Cianci  is  also  a  successful  real  estate 
developer.  At  present  he  is  engaged  in 


developing  a  land  project  at  Rumford, 
R.  I.,  involving  approximately  half  a 
million  dollars  worth  of  property. 

Deeply  interested  in  public  affairs, 
in  May,  1940,  Mr.  Cianci  was  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Mayor  of  Providence 
a  member  of  the  Building  Board  of 
the  City  of  Providence  for  a  term  of 
five  years,  the  first  Italo-American  ever 
to  hold  such  an  office. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Italo-Amer¬ 
ican  Club,  the  Eagles,  Benevolent  Ol¬ 
der  of  Elks  and  other  organizations. 

On  September  25,  1922,  Mr.  Cian¬ 
ci  married  Michelina  Carlone,  Ameri¬ 
can-born.  They  are  the  parents  of  three 
children:  1.  Dolores;  2.  Alma;  3.  Or¬ 
sola.  Office:  1  76  Sterling  avenue. 
Providence,  R.  I. 


CAMPAGNA,  Anthony  T. 

Proprietor  and  manager  of  Franklin 
Printing  Company;  born  in  Bristol,  R. 
I.,  September  8,  1914,  the  son  of 
Carmelo  and  Maria  Mancuso  Cam- 
pagna,  who  were  born  respectively,  at 
Lebrizzi,  Province  of  Messina,  and 
Casteldaccia,  Province  of  Palermo, 
Italy. 

He  received  his  education  in  the 
Bristol  public  schools  and  at  Provi¬ 
dence  Trade  School,  where  he  learned 
the  printing  trade,  completing  his  course 
in  1930.  His  first  employment  was  in 
various  printing  shops  in  Providence 
and  Bristol,  where  he  gained  the  neces¬ 
sary  experience  and  a  full  knowledge 
of  the  trade.  In  1938  he  opened  his 
own  printing  plant  under  the  name  of 
Franklin  Printing  Company  The 
plant  is  perfectly  equipped  to  execute 
everything  from  the  simplest  business 
card  to  the  most  elaborate  catalog.  An 
energetic  and  ambitious  young  man, 
Mr.  Campagna  has  succeeded  well  and 
is  now  conducting  a  flourishing  busi¬ 
ness. 

Mr.  Campagni  is  a  member  of  San 
Giovanni  Society  of  Providence,  La 
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Bella  Sicilia  Society,  Cup  Defenders 
Association,  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles. 

Mr.  Campagna  conducts  his  busi¬ 
ness  under  the  name  of  Franklin  Print¬ 
ing  Company;  office:  124  Franklin 
street,  Bristol,  R.  I. 


CIRILLO.  Gaetano 

Businessman ;  born  in  Viesti,  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Foggia,  Italy,  October  21, 
1882,  the  son  of  Paolo  and  Giusep- 
pina  Fabrizio  Cirillo,  who  were  born 
respectively,  in  Naples,  and  Viesti, 
Italy.  His  paternal  grand  father  was 
a  refugee  from  Naples,  who  settled 
in  Viesti  in  1 860,  in  order  to  escape 
from  the  political  persecution  of  the 
King  of  Naples. 

Mr.  Cirillo  attended  the  public 
schools  and  Technical  School  of  his 
native  town.  After  completing  his  edu¬ 
cation,  he  helped  to  manage  his  father’s 
estate.  In  1 904  he  immigrated  to  the 
United  States.  After  living  in  various 
cities,  in  1 906  he  settled  in  Bristol, 
where  he  went  to  work  for  the  U.  S. 
Rubber  Company.  After  a  few  years, 
in  1913,  having  saved  some  money, 
Mr.  Cirillo  was  able  to  establish  a 
grocery  store  in  Bristol.  For  the  past 
five  years  he  has  been  conducting  a 
successful  grocery  store  in  Warren, 

R.  I. 

In  October,  1 899,  he  married  in 
Italy,  Agata  Russo,  also  a  native  of 
Viesti.  His  wife  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1 908.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cirillo 
are  the  parents  of  six  children :  1 .  Paul, 
a  foreman  at  Central  Falls;  2.  Louis; 
3.  Josephine;  4.  Anthony,  a  foreman 
at  Cumberland  Mills.  5.  Carmine;  6. 
Angiolina.  Home:  41  1  High  street, 
Bristol,  R.  I.  Business  address:  189 
Main  street,  Warren,  R.  I. 


CIARLA,  Peter  Philomen,  M.D. 

Born  in  Providence.  R.  I.,  January 
1  1,  1907,  the  son  of  Pietro  and  An- 


gelma  (Messore)  Ciarla,  both  natives 
of  Italy. 

He  received  his  preliminary  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools  of  Newport 
and  Rogers  High  School,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1925.  Subsequently 
he  attended  Providence  College,  where 
he  completed  his  pre-medical  course, 
and  received  his  degree  of  Ph.B.  in 
1931.  He  afterward  studied  at  the 
New  York  Medical  College  and  Flow¬ 
er  Hospital,  from  which  he  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  1936. 

He  spent  his  interneship  at  East 
Orange  General  Hospital,  East 
Orange,  N.  J.  For  two  years  he  prac¬ 
ticed  his  profession  at  Morristown  and 
Millbury.  While  there  he  served  on  the 
surgical  staff  of  the  East  Orange  Gen¬ 
eral  Hospital,  and  on  the  courtesy 
staff  of  Overlook  and  All  Souls  Hos¬ 
pitals.  His  professional  affiliations  were 
the  Essex  County  Medical  Society  and 
New  Jersey  Medical  Society. 

For  six  months  he  served  as  surgeon 
in  the  U.  S.  Army. 

He  has  been  in  the  active  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Newport  since 

1939. 

Dr.  Ciarla  is  on  the  courtesy  staff 
of  the  Newport  Hospital. 

His  professional,  fraternal  and  so¬ 
cial  affiliations  include  Newport  Coun¬ 
ty  Medical  Society,  the  Elks,  Brother¬ 
hood  Society  of  Newport,  Lodge  Pro- 
gresso  and  Civilta  of  Order  Sons  of 
Italy. 

On  June  6,  1936,  Dr.  Ciarla  mar¬ 
ried  Eleanor  Pizzi,  a  native  of  New 
York  City.  They  are  the  parents  of 
two  children:  1 .  Angelica  Elaine;  2. 
Philomen  Peter,  Jr.  Office:  7  R.  I. 
Avenue,  Newport,  R.  I. 


CALDARONE.  Nicola 

Head  of  this  branch  of  the  family 
in  Rhode  Island,  first  immigrant  from 
Marzano  Appio,  Italy,  in  the  banking 
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business  since  1897,  and  one  of  the 
outstanding  builders  of  the  Italo-Amer- 
ican  community  during  the  country’s 
greatest  era  of  industrial  expansion. 

See  Page  26,  First  Edition,  Italo- 
Americans  of  Rhode  Island,  1 936. 


CAPPELLI,  Antonio  F. 

Head  of  this  branch  of  the  family 
in  Rhode  Island,  one  of  the  earliest 
immigrants  from  Prata  Sannita,  Italy, 
retired  wholesale  wine  and  liquor  mer¬ 
chant,  and  one  of  the  outstanding 
figures  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  Italo- 
American  community  during  the  coun¬ 
try’s  greatest  era  of  industrial  expan¬ 
sion. 

See  Page  95,  First  Edition,  Italo- 
Americans  of  Rhode  Island,  1 936. 


CESARE,  Pasquale 

Proprietor  of  Sunrex  Company  and 
prominent  in  Italo-American  business, 
social  and  fraternal  affairs;  born  in 
San  Paulo,  Brazil,  April  15,  1894, 
the  son  of  Salvatore  and  Anna  (Piroz- 
zi)  Cesaro,  both  natives  of  Aversa, 
Province  of  Naples,  Italy.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Brazil  until  the 
age  of  seven,  at  which  time  his  parents 
returned  to  Italy.  He  there  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Aversa,  and  as 
a  youth  of  1  6,  he  immigrated  to  these 
shores. 

Upon  his  arrival  in  Providence,  he 
worked  at  various  occupations,  and  dur¬ 
ing  his  spare  time  studied  the  English 
language.  During  the  World  War  he 
enlisted  in  the  U.  S.  Aviation  Corps, 
being  attached  at  Kelley  Field,  No.  1 , 
San  Antonio,  Texas,  and  was  honor¬ 
ably  discharged  because  of  injury  in 

1918. 

Following  his  discharge,  he  became 
interested  in  many  activities.  In  1927 
he  invented  the  Sunrex  Oil  Burner,  an 


improved  type  of  oil  burner  which  he 
had  patented.  The  Sunrex  Company 
was  soon  established  to  manufacture 
Sunrex  Range  Oil  Burners,  of  which 
he  became  President  and  General  Man¬ 
ager.  In  addition  to  range  oil  burners,  a 
full  line  of  up-to-date  kitchen  ranges 
and  domestic  and  imported  rugs  are 
included  at  the  salesrooms  of  the  Sun¬ 
rex  Company. 

Mr.  Cesaro,  a  genial  and  generous 
man,  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising 
and  successful  business  men  of  the 
Federal  Hill  section.  He  is  active  in 
community  affairs,  and  is  a  conspicuous 
figure  in  Italo-American  fraternal  and 
social  affairs.  He  is  a  member  of  An¬ 
tonio  Mangione  Post  of  the  American 
Legion  and  charter  member  of  the 
Aurora  Club. 

On  July  20,  1 920,  Mr.  Cesaro 
married  Giulia  Munos.  They  are  the 
parents  of  three  children:  1.  Richard; 
2.  Clement;  3.  Pasquale,  Jr.  Business 
address:  272  Atwells  avenue.  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I. 


DI  SANDRO,  Domenico 

Representative  from  the  6th  Assem¬ 
bly  District;  born  in  Cordova,  Argen¬ 
tine  Republic,  November  6,  1901,  the 
son  of  Michele  and  Maria  (De  Iorio) 
Di  Sandro,  natives  of  Colli  al  Volturno, 
Province  of  Campobasso,  Italy. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Colli  al  Volturno  until  the  age  of  1  1 , 
at  which  time  he  came  to  the  United 
States  to  join  his  father  in  Providence. 
Upon  arriving  here  he  attended  the 
evening  public  schools  and  prepared 
himself  for  citizenship,  graduating  from 
the  Branch  Avenue  School  in  1914. 

Many  years  ago  he  entered  the  em¬ 
ploy  of  F.  D.  McKendall  Lumber  Co., 
with  which  concern  he  is  identified  as 
traveling  salesman. 

Since  January,  1937,  he  has  been 
a  member  of  the  State  Legislature,  hav- 
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ing  been  elected  twice  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  his  present  term  ex¬ 
piring  in  1  940.  Mr.  Di  Sandro’s  service 
to  his  constituents  have  been  of  great 
value,  serving  his  people  with  his  best 
energies  and  his  fullest  measure  of 
enthusiasm,  with  the  result  that  he  is 
highly  esteemed  and  respected  in  wide¬ 
ly  varying  walks  of  life. 

Mr.  Di  Sandro  is  a  member  of  the 
Italo-American  Citizens  Club;  Knights 
of  Columbus;  4th  Ward  Democratic 
Club. 

In  1923  Mr.  Di  Sandro  married 
Mary  A.  McGowan.  They  became  the 
parents  of  three  children:  1.  Domenic, 
Jr.  2.  Marietta;  3.  Mercedes. 


De  RUSSO,  Rocco 

Actor,  singer  and  manager  of  the 
musical  and  dramatic  company.  Arte 
Vera;  born  at  Sant’  Arsenio,  Province 
of  Salerno,  Italy,  March  16,  1883, 
the  son  of  Pietro  and  Maria  (Spinelli) 
De  Russo.  He  began  his  career  as  an 
actor  and  singer  in  his  early  childhood 
in  Italy.  He  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1905.  Since  he  has  been  here  he 
has  successfully  managed  American 
tours  of  leading  Italian  actors,  singers 
and  musicians.  He  is  well  known  in  the 
theatrical  field  not  only  as  an  actor  and 
singer  of  wide  experience  and  ability, 
but  also  as  an  author  of  several  popu¬ 
lar  dramas  which  he  has  produced 
through  his  own  company.  He  operates 
and  manages  the  musical  and  dramatic 
company.  Arte  Vera,  which  company, 
under  his  able  direction,  has  played 
in  many  large  cities  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  De  Russo  has  been  active  in 
many  Italo-American  civic  affairs.  In 
recognition  of  the  many  facilities  of¬ 
fered  by  his  company  in  raising  funds 
for  needy  Italians,  for  the  Red  Cross 
and  for  civic  and  religious  organiza¬ 
tions,  he  received  the  decoration  of 


Commendatore  of  the  Military  Order 
of  the  Mercedes. 

Commendatore  De  Russo  is  married 
to  Susy  Imundi,  who  is  associated  with 
her  husband  as  singer  for  the  company. 
He  is  the  father  of  the  following  chil¬ 
dren:  1 .  Umberto,  an  artist,  residing 
in  New  York  City;  2.  Italia;  3.  Mrs. 
Adelgisa  Suriano.  Office:  61  Wayland 
avenue,  Cranston,  R.  I. 


DALPIAN,  Silvio 

Cabinet  maker,  born  in  Pedevena, 
Province  of  Belluno,  Italy,  April  4, 
1910,  the  son  of  Enrico  and  Luigina 
Dal  Pian.  When  six  years  old  he  was 
brought  to  the  United  States  by  his 
parents,  who  settled  at  Stafford  Springs, 
Conn.  He  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Stafford  Springs  and  later  learned 
the  carpenter  and  cabinet  making  trade 
at  the  Manchester  Trade  School,  Man¬ 
chester,  Conn.  After  completing  his 
apprentice  training  he  moved  to  Provi¬ 
dence  in  1  928  and  followed  his  trade 
in  many  leading  concerns  of  its  kind. 

In  1937  he  started  his  own  business, 
specializing  in  cabinet  making,  repair¬ 
ing  of  all  kinds  of  wood  work  and 
jewelry  pattern  work. 

In  September,  1932,  Mr.  Dal  Pian 
married  Maria  Mastrodicasa  of  Prov¬ 
idence.  They  became  the  parents  of 
two  children:  1.  Robert;  2.  Dick. 

Mr.  Dal  Pian  is  engaged  in  busi¬ 
ness  under  the  name  of  General  Cabi¬ 
net  Company,  located  at  84  Atwells 
avenue,  Providence,  R.  I. 


DeMAIO,  Mario 

Clerk,  supply  department  at  Brown 
&  Sharpe  Mfg.  Co. ;  born  in  Provi¬ 
dence,  January  20,  1910,  the  son  of 
John  and  Maria  (Lerz)  De  Maio, 
both  natives  of  Campobasso,  Italy. 

He  attended  the  local  public  schools 
and  Technical  High  School,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  January,  1928. 
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At  the  age  of  18  he  went  to  work 
as  receiving  clerk  at  the  Outlet  Com¬ 
pany;  in  1933  he  obtained  a  position 
as  clerk  in  the  supply  department  at 
Brown  &  Sharpe  Mfg.  Co.,  a  posi¬ 
tion  which  he  has  held  ever  since. 

Deeply  interested  in  military  affairs, 
on  January  7,  1926,  he  enlisted  as 
private  in  headquarters  battery  and 
combat  train,  1  st  Battalion,  1 03rd 
Field  Artillery,  R.  I.  N.  G.  In  1927 
he  was  promoted  to  corporal;  in  1928 
to  sergeant  and  staff  sergeant;  in  1930 
he  was  promoted  to  1  st  sergeant ;  on 
April  2,  1932,  he  was  commissioned 
2nd  lieutenant  and  assigned  to  head¬ 
quarters  battery  and  combat  train,  2nd 
Battalion.  On  March  15,  1935,  he 
was  promoted  to  1  st  lieutenant  and 
assigned  to  headquarters,  2nd  Battalion, 
as  liason  officer.  On  September  1  1 , 
1937,  he  attended  the  Field  Artillery 
School  at  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma,  grad¬ 
uating  on  December  11,  1937.  In 
September,  1937,  he  was  re-assigned 
as  executive  officer  of  Battery  E,  1  03rd 
Field'  Artillery.  At  present  he  holds 
a  certificate  of  capacity  as  Captain  of 
Field  Artillery. 

On  July  13,  1932,  he  married 
Mary  W.  Hanley  of  Providence.  They 
became  the  parents  of  two  children: 
1 .  John  Thomas ;  2.  Robert  Mario. 


De  CESARE,  William,  D.D.S. 

Was  born  in  Providence,  June  18, 
1912,  the  son  of  Francesco  and 
Theresa  (Manzi)  De  Cesare,  who  were 
born  respectively,  at  Marzano  Appio, 
and  Frosolone,  Italy. 

He  was  educated  in  the  Providence 
public  schools  and  Commercial  High 
School,  from  which  he  graduated  m 
1 929.  After  attending  a  post-gradu¬ 
ate  course  at  Classical  High  School, 
he  entered  the  University  of  Maryland, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1936, 
with  the  degree  of  D.D.S.  He  after¬ 


wards  served  his  interneship  in  dental 
surgery  at  Bellevue  Hospital  in  New 
York,  receiving  a  certificate  of  quali¬ 
fication  in  1937. 

He  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Providence  since 
September,  1937. 

He  is  affiliated  with  many  profes¬ 
sional,  civic  and  social  organizations, 
including  the  Y oung  Italian  Imperial 
Club. 

Dr.  De  Cesare  is  registered  to  prac¬ 
tice  dentistry  in  Rhode  Island  and  his 
office  is  at  316  Turks  Head  Building, 
Providence,  R.  I. 


Di  LORENZO,  Michael  G. 

State  Probation  Officer ;  born  in 
Providence,  April  29,  1911,  the  son 
of  Pietro  and  Rosina  Gentile,  who  were 
born  respectively,  at  Pratella  and  Aila- 
no,  Italy. 

He  received  his  early  education  in 
the  local  public  schools  and  La  Salle 
Academy,  from  which  he  graduated 
in  1930.  He  then  entered  Providence 
College  where  he  specialized  in  educa¬ 
tion  and  philosophy,  graduating  in 
1934,  with  the  degree  of  Ph.B.  Upon 
completing  his  educational  training,  he 
did  voluntary  work  as  a  social  worker. 

On  October  15,  1935,  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  State  Probation  Officer. 

Mr.  Di  Lorenzo  is  Vice-president 
and  member  R.  I.  Community  Advis¬ 
ory  Council ;  Vice-president  Cranston 
Boys  Club;  Manager  Cranston  Base¬ 
ball  Team.  His  other  professional,  so¬ 
cial  and  fraternal  affiliations  include: 
National  Probation  Association  ;  Social 
Workers’  Club  of  Rhode  Island; 
Lodge  No.  14  B.  P.  O.  Elks;  Com¬ 
mitteeman  B.  S.  of  America,  Troop 
1  6  of  Cranston.  During  the  Italo-Ethi- 
opian  campaign,  he  served  as  secretary 
for  the  Italian  Committee  in  Cranston 
for  raising  funds  for  the  Italian  Red 
Cross. 


76 


Italo-Americans  of  Rhode  Island 


DELFINO  PHARMACY 

In  September,  1  938,  the  two  broth¬ 
ers,  Vincenzo  A.  Delfmo  and  Car¬ 
mine  N.  Delfino,  established  a  partner¬ 
ship  under  the  name,  Delfino  Pharma¬ 
cy,  offering  their  services  in  the  dis¬ 
pensing  and  compounding  of  high  grade 
drugs.  These  two  young  men  thoroughly 
conversant  with  all  branches  of  the 
pharmaceutical  profession,  have  built 
up  their  pharmacy  to  a  very  high  de¬ 
gree  of  usefulness,  enjoying  not  only 
a  large  and  growing  clientele,  but  also, 
to  a  remarkable  extent,  the  confidence 
of  the  community. 

Vincenzo  A.  Delfino,  older  brother, 
was  born  in  Johnston,  (Thornton), 
January  1,  1904,  the  son  of  Biagio 
and  Concetta  (Melfi)  Delfino.  His 
father,  a  native  of  Prata  Sannita,  Italy, 
was  one  of  the  early  Italian  settlers  of 
Thornton. 

He  was  educated  in  the  local  public 
schools  and  Cranston  High  School.  He 
then  attended  the  Rhode  Island  Col¬ 
lege  of  Pharmacy,  from  which  he 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Ph.G. 
in  1925. 

For  eighteen  years  he  was  continu¬ 
ously  employed  as  registered  pharma¬ 
cist  at  Silver  Lake  Pharmacy,  remain¬ 
ing  there  until  September,  1 938,  at 
which  time  he  associated  himself  with 
his  brother  in  establishing  the  Delfino 
Pharmacy. 

On  June  8,  1931,  Mr.  Delfino  mar¬ 
ried  Emma  Apici  of  Providence.  They 
became  the  parents  of  two  children: 

1 .  Eleonora:  2.  Rita. 

Carmine  N.  Delfino,  younger  broth¬ 
er,  was  born  in  Johnston,  (Thornton), 
September  9,  1910,  the  son  of  Biagio 
and  Concetta  (Melfi)  Delfino.  His 
father,  a  native  of  Prata  Sannita,  Italy, 
was  one  of  the  early  Italian  settlers  of 
Thornton. 

He  was  educated  in  the  local  public 
schools  and  La  Salle  Academy,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1  929.  He  there¬ 
after  attended  Providence  College  for 


one  year.  Entering  the  Rhode  Island 
College  of  Pharmacy,  he  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Ph.G.  in  1933. 

For  a  while  he  was  employed  as 
registered  pharmacist  at  Conti  Pharma¬ 
cy  on  Broadway.  Later,  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  at  Silver  Lake  Pharmacy,  re¬ 
maining  until  September,  1938,  at 
which  time  he  associated  himself  with 
his  brother  in  establishing  the  Delfino 
Pharmacy. 

On  April  27,  1935,  Mr.  Delfino 
married  Susie  Cambio. 

These  two  popular  and  promising 
young  men  are  deeply  interested  in  so¬ 
cial,  civic  and  fraternal  activities. 

The  Delfino  Pharmacy  is  located 
at  447  Manton  avenue.  Providence, 

R.  I.  _ 

De  SANTIS,  Antonio 

Teacher  of  violin;  born  in  Isoletta, 
Province  of  Frosinone,  Italy,  Decem¬ 
ber  1 8,  1 890,  the  son  of  Vincenzo 
and  Concetta  (Trementozzi)  De  San¬ 
tis. 

He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town  until  the 
age  of  1 6,  at  which  time  he  immi¬ 
grated  to  the  United  States,  settling 
in  Providence.  Upon  arriving  here  he 
studied  English  in  the  evening  schools 
and  prepared  himself  for  citizenship. 

He  took  up  the  study  of  violin  under 
private  teachers  and  later  studied  for 
six  years  at  the  New  England  Con¬ 
servatory  of  Music  in  Boston. 

During  the  World  War,  he  worked 
as  a  mechanic  at  the  United  States 
Ship  Building  Corporation,  Newport, 

R.  I. 

Mr.  De  Santis  has  been  engaged  as 
teacher  of  violin  since  1  920. 

His  music  studio  is  at  34  Kimball 
street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


Del  GIUDICE,  Gregorio 

Veteran  printer  and  member  of  one 
of  the  oldest  immigrant  families  to  set¬ 
tle  at  Simmonsville ;  born  in  San  Gre- 


Italo-Americans  of  Rhode  Island 


77 


gorio.  Province  of  Benevento,  Italy, 
the  son  of  Filippo  and  Rosaria  Del 
Giudice,  also  natives  of  San  Gregorio. 
His  father  immigrated  to  Rhode  Island 
in  1  880,  settling  in  Simmonsville.  Three 
years  later,  Gregorio,  then  a  small  boy, 
was  brought  to  these  shores  by  his 
mother,  Mrs.  Del  Giudice,  to  join  his 
father  at  Simmonsville. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Johnston  and  at  an  early  age  obtained 
employment  as  a  mill  worker  which  he 
followed  until  1895,  at  which  time 
he  learned  the  printing  trade.  He  has 
followed  this  trade  ever  s.nce. 

On  February  1 2,  1 889,  Mr.  Del 
Giudice  married  Antonietta  Caruolo,  a 
native  of  Prata  Sannita,  Italy.  They 
became  the  parents  of  four  children: 
1.  Minnie;  2.  Anna;  3.  Rose;  4.  Ray- 
mona,  a  pharmacist. 


D’ORSI,  Albert 

Teacher;  born  in  Providence,  May 
15,  1910,  the  son  of  Filippo  and  An¬ 
tonia  (lacovone)  D’Orsi,  both  natives 
of  Capriati  al  Volturno,  Italy. 

He  received  his  education  in  the 
local  public  schools  and  Technical 
High  School,  1928;  Rhode  Island 
State  College,  B.S.,  1932.  He  received 
the  degree  of  Master  of  Sciences  from 
the  same  college  in  1933. 

He  began  his  active  teaching  career 
at  R.  I.  State  College,  remaining  there 
for  two  years.  Thereafter  he  taught 
for  five  years  at  Chevy  Chase  Jr.  Col¬ 
lege  and  Senior  High  School,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.  In  August,  1 939,  he 
received  an  appointment  as  teacher  at 
the  North  Providence  High  School. 

Active  in  military  affairs,  he  is  1  st 
Lieutenant  of  organized  Reserves  of 
the  U.  S.  Army. 

Mr.  D’Orsi  is  a  member  of  Phi 
Kappa  Phi  (National  Scholastic  So¬ 
ciety)  ;  Beta  Psi  Alpha  of  R.  I.  State 
College  and  other  organizations. 


DeLUCA.  Michael 

Teacher;  born  in  North  Providence, 
January  7,  1910,  the  son  of  Antonio 
and  Maddalena  Zuchero,  natives  of 
Conca  Casale,  Italy. 

He  received  his  education  at  Boston 
College,  B.A.,  1933,  majoring  in  pre¬ 
medical  sciences.  He  attended  exten¬ 
sion  courses  at  Rhode  Island  College 
of  Education ;  pursued  special  studies 
at  Brown  University.  Instructor  of  bi¬ 
ology  at  Providence  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and 
Pawtucket  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  1936;  in¬ 
vestigator  Division  of  Old  Age  Securi¬ 
ty,  State  Public  Welfare  Department, 
1937-1939;  attended  extension  courses 
in  education  at  the  State  Summer 
School.  On  August  21,  1939,  he  re¬ 
ceived  an  appointment  as  teacher  at 
North  Providence  High  School.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  R.  I.  Community 
Advisory  Council. 

On  April  25,  1936,  Mr.  De  Luca 
married  Anna  Vellucci. 


Del  SESTO,  Angelo 

Founder  and  owner  of  Van  Dell 
Company,  manufacturing  jeweler  and 
instructor  of  jewelry  design ;  born  in 
Providence,  June  10,  1896,  the  son 
of  Antonio  and  Maria  (Telia)  Del 
Sesto.  After  attending  the  Providence 
public  schools  and  Rhode  Island  School 
of  Design,  at  an  early  age  he  went 
to  work  in  local  jewelry  factories, 
starting  first  as  an  apprentice  and  later 
as  a  jewelry  craftsman,  in  which  he 
demonstrated  his  ability.  He  later 
helped  to  build  up  the  Barker  &  Barker 
Manufacturing  Company,  of  which  he 
was  president  for  ten  years.  At  present 
he  is  the  owner  of  Van  Dell  Company, 
a  concern  which  specializes  in  manu¬ 
facturing  all  kinds  of  jewelry.  Mr.  Del 
Sesto,  in  addition  to  being  a  manufac¬ 
turing  jeweler,  for  the  past  eighteen 
years  has  taught  jewelry  design  at  R.  I. 
School  of  Design.  His  professional,  so- 
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cial,  civic  and  fraternal  affiliations  in¬ 
clude  I talo- American  Club,  Civita  and 
Utopian  Clubs. 

On  June  1 8,  1 938,  he  married 
Sarah  Devlin  of  Providence.  Mr.  Del 
Sesto’s  office  is  at  1 85  Eddy  street. 
Providence,  R.  I. 


DiSTEFANO,  John  A. 

Violinist  and  teacher  of  music;  born 
in  Alatri,  Province  of  Frosinone,  Italy, 
February  3,  1  898,  the  son  of  Andrea 
and  Filomena  (Gatta)  Di  Stefano. 

Fie  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  town 
until  1907,  at  which  time  he  was 
brought  to  the  United  States  by  his 
mother. 

When  only  eight  years  old  he  was 
placed  under  the  tutorship  of  a  music 
teacher.  At  the  age  of  ten  he  studied 
music  under  the  late  Prof.  Donato 
Lauria.  In  later  years  he  studied  at  the 
Ondricek  Studios  of  Violin  Art  in  Bos¬ 
ton,  specializing  himself  in  violin,  re¬ 
ceiving  his  diploma  in  1 934.  Mr.  Di 
Stefano  has  been  teaching  ever  since 
he  was  twenty  years  old  and  has  suc¬ 
cessfully  appeared  in  many  concerts. 

On  June  18,  192  7,  he  married  Celia 
Fera.  They  became  the  parents  of  three 
children:  John,  Jr.;  2.  Anthony;  3. 
Theodore. 

Mr.  Di  Stefano’s  studio  is  at  1  432 
Westminster  street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


DiMEO,  Isidoro,  DC.,  Ph.T. 

Born  in  Pratella,  Province  of  Cam- 
pobasso,  Italy,  January  6,  1 894,  the 
son  of  Angelo  and  Vittoria  (Testa)  Di 
Meo. 

He  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  town 
until  1907,  at  which  time  he  was 
brought  to  the  United  States  by  his 
parents,  the  family  settling  in  Provi¬ 
dence. 


Upon  his  arrival  in  Providence,  he 
worked  at  anything  he  could  find,  de¬ 
voting  his  evenings  to  the  study  of  the 
English  language  in  the  public  schools. 
His  ambitions  and  capabilities  were 
far  beyond  those  of  an  ordinary  jour¬ 
neyman,  and  after  a  few  years  he  took 
up  the  study  of  chiropractic  at  the 
American  University  of  Chicago,  grad¬ 
uating  in  1923.  He  later  attended  the 
Boston  Evening  Clinic  and  Hospital, 
where  he  completed  a  full  course  of 
Physical  Therapeutics,  graduating  on 
June  14,  1935. 

On  July  15,  1935,  he  was  appoint¬ 
ed  associate  visiting  Physio-Therapist 
in  the  Physio-Therapist  Department  of 
the  Clinic. 

In  1912,  Dr.  Di  Meo  married  Ella 
Lukowski.  They  became  the  parents 
of  six  children:  1.  Walter;  2.  Mathil- 
de;  3.  William;  4.  Ralph;  5.  Isidor, 
Jr. ;  6.  Francis. 

Dr.  Di  Meo’s  office  is  at  19  Parade 
street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


DIMEO,  Joseph 

President  and  treasurer  of  Dimeo 
Construction  Company;  born  in  Vena¬ 
fro,  Italy,  May  8,  1 893,  the  son  of 
Domenico  and  Alessandra  Triangolo 
Dimeo.  When  an  infant  he  was  brought 
to  the  United  States  by  his  mother  to 
join  his  father  in  Providence.  He  at¬ 
tended  the  local  public  schools  until 
the  age  of  15,  at  which  time  he  worked 
on  various  occupations.  At  the  age  of 
1  7  he  began  to  learn  the  stone  cutting 
business  from  his  father,  a  granite  con¬ 
tractor.  He  later  became  his  father’s 
partner  in  the  business.  In  1918  he 
was  employed  as  foreman  for  various 
contractors.  After  acquiring  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  all  the  details  of  the  con¬ 
tracting  business,  in  1 920  he  became 
an  sssociate  member  of  Balchin  Con¬ 
struction  Corporation.  In  1931  he  es¬ 
tablished  the  Dimeo  Construction 
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Company,  specializing  in  all  types  of 
building  construction.  Mr.  Dimeo’s 
works  are  now  scattered  through  Rhode 
Island. 

Mr.  Dimeo  is  a  member  of  the 
Aurora  Club  of  Rhode  Island. 

On  June  2,  1926,  Mr.  Dimeo 
married  Livia  Storti,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Frank  Storti,  who  immigrated 
to  Rhode  Island  from  Capriati  al  Vol- 
turno,  Italy,  and  were  among  the  earlist 
Italian  settlers  in  Providence.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dimeo  became  the  parents  of 
three  children:  1 .  Alexander  Joseph; 
2.  Eleanor  Frances;  3.  Thomas  Paul. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dimeo  maintain  their 
home  at  18  Talbot  Manor,  Edgewood, 
R.  I.  Mr.  Dimeo’s  office  is  at  75 
Westminster  street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


Di  MUCCIO,  Pasquale 

Businessman  and  former  town  official ; 
born  in  Valle  Agricola,  Province  of 
Benevento,  Italy,  February  6,  1 896, 
the  son  of  Antonio  and  Filomena  (Di 
Muccio)  Di  Muccio.  When  five  years 
old  he  was  brought  to  the  United  States 
by  his  mother  to  join  his  father  at  North 
Providence.  Following  his  graduation 
from  the  Lymansville  Grammar  School, 
he  went  to  work  for  F.  W.  Whipple 
&  Co.,  Providence. 

During  the  World  War  he  enlisted 
in  the  U.  S.  Navy,  serving  at  the  Naval 
Training  Station,  Newport,  R.  I.  He 
was  honorably  discharged  on  Febru¬ 
ary  5,  1919.  After  working  as  carpen¬ 
ter,  contractor  and  State  Inspector  at 
Wallum  Lake  Sanitarium,  he  became 
Town  Inspector  at  North  Providence 
High  School.  He  later  served  as  Tax 
Assessor  for  North  Providence  from 
1936  to  1938.  He  is  a  member  of 
American  Legion,  Lawrence  Council 
of  Knights  of  Columbus.  Home:  74 
Lyman  avenue.  North  Providence, 

R.  I. 


D’AVANZO,  Rachele 

Teacher  of  costume  and  construc¬ 
tion;  born  in  New  York  City,  August 
4,  1913,  the  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Ida  (Spolidoro)  D’Avanzo,  who  were 
born  respectively  at  Cimitile,  Province 
of  Naples,  and  Viggiano,  Province  of 
Potenza,  Italy.  After  attending  the 
public  schoolse  of  New  York  City,  and 
the  Providence  Technical  High  School 
she  continued  her  studies  at  the  Rhode 
Island  School  of  Design.  Began  as  de¬ 
signer  with  Blue  Comet  Manufacturing 
Company  in  New  York  City.  Later  she 
joined  the  firm  of  William  Hardy,  re¬ 
tail  dress  makers,  also  of  New  York 
City.  She  then  went  to  Boston  where 
she  was  connected  with  King  &  Simon, 
wholesale  dress  house.  In  conjunction 
with  her  father’s  tailoring  establishment, 
she  conducts  a  business  of  her  own 
designing  women’s  suits  and  clothes. 
Since  1936  she  has  taught  costume 
design  and  construction  at  Rhode  Is¬ 
land  School  of  Design. 

On  August  26,  1939,  she  married 
Charles  Modliszewski.  Home:  255 
Webster  avenue.  Providence,  R.  I. 


DIMITRI,  Vincent 

Engineer  and  architect,  born  in 
Providence,  September  7,  1 900,  the 
son  of  Francesco  and  Addolorata 
(Calo)  Dimitri,  both  natives  of  Fran- 
cavilla  Fontana,  Province  of  Brindisi, 
Italy. 

He  received  his  education  in  the  local 
public  schools  and  at  Technical  High 
School.  After  spending  one  year  at 
Providence  College,  he  attended  Rhode 
Island  State  College,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1923  with  the  degree  of 
C.  E.  Thereafter  he  studied  architec¬ 
ture  for  two  years  at  the  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology. 

After  completing  his  studies  he 
worked  for  three  years  for  Francis 
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Chiaverini.  On  April  1,  1927,  he  en¬ 
tered  private  practice  by  associating 
himself  with  his  brother,  William  Di¬ 
mitri,  also  a  civil  engineer  and  archi¬ 
tect,  under  the  name  of  Dimitri  &  Di¬ 
mitri. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Technical  Society.  Office:  509  West¬ 
minster  street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


De  PALMA,  Angela 

Teacher;  born  in  Providence,  the 
daughter  of  Donato  and  Rosa  (Buz- 
zerio)  De  Palma,  both  natives  of 
Molfetta,  Province  of  Bari,  Italy. 

Following  her  education  in  the  Prov¬ 
idence  public  schools  and  Technical 
High  School,  she  entered  Rhode  Island 
College  of  Education,  from  which  she 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Education.  She  afterwards  took  up 
an  extension  course  at  Brown  Uni¬ 
versity. 

In  1931  she  began  her  active  career 
as  a  public  school  teacher.  She  is  listed 
as  a  teacher  at  Thurbers  Avenue  Ele¬ 
mentary  School. 

A  most  active  church  worker,  she 
holds  the  secretaryship  of  the  First 
Italian  Baptist  Church.  She  is  an  officer 
and  member  of  the  Providence  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Childhood  Welfare;  officer 
and  member  of  Rhode  Island  Cultural 
Club. 


Di  MAIO,  Alessandro 

Retired  businessman ;  born  in  Forio 
d’ Ischia,  in  the  island  of  Ischia,  Pro¬ 
vince  of  Naples,  Italy,  July  20,  1878, 
the  son  of  Matteo  and  Maria  Giuseppa 
(Morgera)  Di  Maio. 

Leaving  school  at  the  age  of  1 3, 
he  learned  the  bakery  trade  in  his  na¬ 
tive  town  and  followed  it  until  he  im¬ 
migrated  to  the  United  States  in  1  898, 
settling  in  Providence.  Upon  his  arrival 
in  Providence,  he  worked  as  a  baker 


for  Charles  Hall,  in  Pawtucket,  and 
for  the  Providence  Public  Market,  re¬ 
maining  there  for  ten  years.  In  1910 
he  established  a  high  grade  bakery  busi¬ 
ness  on  Academy  Avenue,  which  he 
sold  out  a  few  years  ago. 

On  November  28,  1902,  Mr.  Di 
Maio  married  Amalia  Fiore.  They  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  six  children :  1 . 
Matthew,  a  member  of  the  Providence 
Fire  Department;  2.  Mrs.  Maria  Giu¬ 
seppa  Pastille;  3.  Mrs.  Fanny  Rossi; 
4.  Mrs.  Lina  Cannon;  5.  Vito;  6. 
Lucy. 

A  brother  of  Mr.  Di  Maio  is  Father 
Chev.  Vito  Di  Maio,  who  visited  Prov¬ 
idence  in  1926.  He  is  founder  and 
director  of  a  home  and  hospital  for 
orphans  at  Alexandria,  in  Egypt. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Di  Maio  maintain 
their  home  at  1  24  Home  avenue.  Prov¬ 
idence,  R.  I. 


Di  BENEDETTO,  Domenico 

Master  workman  and  newspaper 
correspondent;  born  in  Introdacqua, 
Province  of  Aquila,  Italy,  September 
1 9,  1 883,  the  son  of  Achille  and 
Maria  Concetta  (Volpe)  Di  Bene¬ 
detto. 

After  leaving  school  at  an  early 
age,  he  worked  as  a  farm  boy  for  his 
father,  then  he  went  to  Germany  to 
work  as  a  track  laborer,  and  at  1 8 
he  immigrated  to  the  United  States, 
settling  in  Providence.  Starting  life  as 
an  immigrant,  he  worked  here  through 
various  occupations.  In  1 905  he  went 
to  Italy  to  enlist  in  the  Royal  Italian 
Army,  serving  for  two  years  in  the 
43rd  regiment  of  infantry.  He  was 
honorably  discharged  as  corporal  ma¬ 
jor.  Upon  his  return  to  Providence 
in  1 909,  he  went  to  work  for  the 
Universal  Winding  Company,  with 
which  company  he  is  still  employed. 
A  gold  medal  was  recently  conferred 
upon  him  by  the  company  for  twenty- 
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five  years  of  continuous  faithful  serv¬ 
ice. 

A  self-educated  man  who  was  forced 
to  leave  school  at  the  age  of  ten,  Mr. 
Di  Benedetto  has  been  for  the  past 
seventeen  years  a  regular  correspondent 
of  L’Unione,  a  weekly  Italian  news¬ 
paper  published  at  Pueblo,  Colorado. 

On  May  9,  1912,  Mr.  Di  Bene¬ 
detto  married  in  Italy,  Clementina 
Volpe.  They  became  the  parents  of 
three  children;  1.  Concezio;  2.  Nata- 
lina ;  3.  Jennie. 


DANTONE,  Margaret  M.  A. 

Teacher;  born  in  Providence,  the 
daughter  of  Leonardo  and  Gaetana 
(De  Marco)  Dantone,  who  were 
born  respectively,  at  Rodi  Garganico, 
and  Campolieto,  Italy. 

Following  her  preliminary  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Rehoboth 
and  Johnston,  she  attended  the  Classi¬ 
cal  High  School,  graduating  in  1 929, 
Summa  Cum  Laude.  She  then  entered 
Pembroke  College  in  Brown  Universi¬ 
ty,  graduating  with  the  degree  of  Bach¬ 
elor  of  Arts  in  1933.  While  at  Brown 
she  was  awarded  a  second  entrance 
premium  in  Greek  in  1 929-30.  She 
also  received  a  scholarship  from  the 
R.  I.  Women's  League  in  1930.  After 
graduating  from  Pembroke  College  she 
became  a  teacher  in  Americanization 
and  citizenship.  She  afterwards  enrolled 
at  Rhode  Island  College  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  graduating  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Education  in  1936. 

After  completion  of  her  studies, 
Miss  Dantone  worked  as  a  junior 
statistician.  She  began  teaching  as  an 
unassigned  teacher  of  auditorium  dra¬ 
matics  at  Bridgham  Jr.  High  School 
in  1  936,  and  became  a  teacher  of  Ital¬ 
ian  and  French  of  the  school  in  1938. 

Miss  Dantone’s  professional  affilia¬ 
tions  include  Modern  Language  Teach¬ 
ers  Association  of  New  England. 


DELMONICO.  Marco 

Businessman ;  born  in  Sulmona, 
Province  of  Aquila,  Italy,  December 
1 2,  1 888,  the  son  of  Domenico  and 
Angelina  Delmonico,  both  natives  of 
the  same  town. 

This  rugged  and  industrious  son  of 
Abruzzi  immigrated  to  the  United 
States  as  a  young  man  of  eighteen,  set¬ 
tling  in  Providence.  Upon  his  arrival 
in  Providence  he  engaged  in  various 
minor  business  ventures  until  he  became 
a  pioneer  in  the  sale  of  fuel  oil.  His 
business,  which  includes  ice,  coal  and 
oil,  is  carried  on  under  the  name  of 
M.  Delmonico  &  Sons. 

On  September  20,  1914,  Mr.  Del¬ 
monico  married  Luisa  Castaldi,  a  native 
of  the  island  of  Ischia.  They  are  the 
parents  of  eight  children;  1.  Edmund;. 
2.  Vito;  3.  Frank;  4.  Angelina;  5. 
Armando;  6.  Ernest;  7.  Gloria;  8. 
Evelyn. 

Mr.  Delmonico’s  business  address  is 
at  8  Belknap  Street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


DONATELLI,  Henry 

Teacher;  born  in  Portland,  Maine, 
May  28,  1914,  the  son  of  Frank 
Rocco  and  Grazia  (Ventura)  Dona- 
telli,  who  were  born  respectively,  at 
Lettomanopello,  and  Roccamorice,  in 
the  former  Province  of  Cheti,  now 
Province  of  Pescara,  Italy. 

Following  the  removal  of  his  par¬ 
ents  to  Providence  in  1  920,  he  attend¬ 
ed  the  local  public  schools  and  Hope 
High  School,  from  which  he  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1932.  Subsequently  he  attend¬ 
ed  Providence  College,  completing 
there  a  pre-medical  course.  He  after¬ 
wards  entered  Rhode  Island  College  of 
Education,  from  which  he  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Educa¬ 
tion  in  1938.  While  at  R.  I.  College 
of  Education  he  was  active  on  the 
baseball,  basketball,  golf  and  track 
teams. 
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On  his  graduation  from  R.  I.  Col¬ 
lege  of  Education,  he  was  appointed 
a  teacher  and  athletic  director  at  Ly- 
mansville  Junior  High  School. 

Selected  as  a  youngster  by  Tim 
O’Neil  from  a  group  of  Junior  League 
managers  for  a  recreational  post  at  a 
meeting  in  the  Journal  Building, 
young  Donatelli  rapidly  gained  popu¬ 
larity  among  the  younger  boys.  He  had 
been  actively  connected  with  the  Tim 
O'Neil  Baseball  League  up  until  the 
middle  of  the  summer.  He  acted  as 
umpire  for  Melrose  League  games  and 
also  for  softball  circuits.  At  his  con¬ 
firmation  at  St.  Ann’s  Church,  young 
Donatelli  requested  that  Tim  O’Neil 
act  as  his  sponsor.  He  was  always 
proud  of  the  fact  that  the  “Sandlot 
King”  was  his  godfather. 

In  the  latter  months  prior  to  his 
illness  he  was  preparing  at  Providence 
College  to  receive  his  degree  of  Master 
of  Education. 

Mr.  Donatelli  died  in  Providence, 
on  October  9,  1 939,  after  an  illness 
of  several  weeks. 

Popular  as  a  teacher  and  as  an 
athlete,  he  stood  among  the  foremost 
in  his  expert  knowledge  of  all  that 
pertains  to  youthful  sports.  Loved  by 
his  pupils  and  friends,  his  untimely 
death  was  a  cause  of  grief  to  men  and 
women  in  practically  every  walk  of 
life.  The  element  of  the  tragic  was 
greatly  accentuated  in  his  death  by  the 
fact  that  he  was  so  potent  a  factor  for 
good  in  the  community,  and  by  his 
youth. 


De  CESARE,  Francis  Armand, 
M.D. 

Born  in  Providence,  November  15, 
1910,  the  son  of  Pasquale  and  An- 
tonietta  (Caldarone)  DeCesare,  both 
natives  of  Marzano  Appio,  in  the 
Province  of  Naples,  Italy. 

He  went  through  the  Providence 
public  schools.  He  completed  the 


Cranston  High  School  in  1 928.  He 
thereafter  attended  Providence  Col¬ 
lege,  where  he  completed  his  pre¬ 
medical  course.  Continuing  his  studies 
there  he  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Philosophy  in  1 932.  He 
then  matriculated  in  the  Medical 
School  of  the  Royal  University  of 
Rome,  where  he  spent  one  year.  He 
later  transferred  to  the  Royal  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Naples,  from  which  he 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine  and  Surgery  in  1936. 

After  his  return  to  the  United 
States,  he  served  six  months  interne- 
ship  at  Charles  V.  Chapin  Hospital ; 
he  then  served  one  year  interneship  at 
St.  John  Hospital,  Fargo,  North 
Dakota,  and  rose  subsequently  to  the 
position  of  resident  physician.  At 
present  Dr.  DeCesare  is  connected 
with  maternity  hospitals  in  Chicago, 
Ill.  Dr.  DeCesare  is  a  member  of  the 
Providence  Medical  Society. 


D’ADAMO,  Vincenzo  Pasquale 

Registered  pharmacist ;  born  in 
Castelforte,  Province  of  Littoria,  Italy, 
December  5,  1893,  the  son  of  Raf- 
faele  and  Carmela  (Coviello)  D’Ada- 
mo,  both  natives  of  the  same  town. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  and 
gymnasium  of  his  native  town.  In 
1910  he  immigrated  to  the  United 
States,  settling  in  Fall  River,  Mass., 
in  which  city  he  attended  the  public 
evening  schools,  and  thereafter  at¬ 
tended  East  Greenwich  Academy, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1921. 
Later,  he  entered  the  Rhode  Island 
College  of  Pharmacy  from  which  he 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Ph.G., 
in  1925.  He  then  entered  actively 
into  the  drug  business,  becoming  the 
owner  of  a  very  popular  pharmacy. 

Mr.  D’Adamo  is  a  member  of 
Lodge  Vittoria,  Order  Sons  of  Italy; 
Saint’Antonio  Society ;  D’Annunzio 
Society  and  other  organizations. 
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On  September  5,  1927,  Mr. 

D’Adamo  married  Santina  Falso. 
They  became  the  parents  of  three 
children:  1.  Carmela ;  2.  Vincenzo; 
3.  Roberto. 

Mr.  D’Adamo’s  pharmacy  is  at 
614  Charles  Street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


DEL  VECCHIO.  Crescenzo 

Businessman ;  born  in  Roccamonfina, 
Province  of  Naples,  Italy,  August  I , 
1  886,  the  son  of  Pasquale  and  Ange¬ 
lina  (Di  Nufio)  Del  Vecchio,  who 
were  born  respectively,  at  Roccamon¬ 
fina,  and  Tuoro  Di  Sessa,  Italy. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town,  and  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  immigrated  to  the  United 
States,  settling  first  at  Lawrence,  Mass., 
where  he  was  employed  in  the  woolen 
mills.  After  three  years  he  went  back 
to  Italy.  In  1907  he  returned  to  the 
United  States,  settling  in  Providence. 
Upon  arriving  here  he  immediately 
started  a  grocery  and  meat  market. 
After  eight  years  he  went  into  the 
wholesale  meat  business  and  has  suc¬ 
cessfully  continued  since  then. 

In  1910  Mr.  Del  Vecchio  married 
Gaetana  Buonanno,  a  native  of  Rocca¬ 
monfina,  Italy.  They  are  the  parents 
of  seven  children:  1.  Angelina;  2.  Pas¬ 
quale;  3.  Salvatore;  4.  Assunta;  5. 
Caterina;  6.  Giuseppina ;  7.  Maria. 

Home:  1377  Chalkstone  avenue.  Prov¬ 
idence,  R.  I. 


DEL  SIGNORE,  Mario 

Missionary ;  born  in  Sulmona,  Pro¬ 
vince  of  Aquila,  Italy,  September  20, 
1915.  He  attended  the  public  schools, 
the  Institute  of  the  Missionaries  for 
Africa  and  the  Gymnasium,  at  Sulmo¬ 
na  ;  then  he  attended  the  Institute  Com- 
boni  for  missionaries  for  Africa  at  Bres¬ 
cia  ;  finally  he  enrolled  at  the  Novice  of 
Sacred  Heart  at  Venegono,  wearing 
there  for  the  first  time  his  priestly  vest¬ 


ments;  thence  he  went  to  the  Institute 
of  Missions  at  Verona. 

Brother  Mario  Del  Signore’s  father, 
Filippo,  immigrated  to  Rhode  Island 
in  1901,  and  has  visited  Italy  many 
times  since  then.  His  mother,  Maria 
(Ficorilli)  Del  Signore,  came  to  Prov¬ 
idence  in  1910.  She  died  in  December, 
1  939.  In  addition  to  his  four  brothers, 
Francesco,  Giovanni,  Giuseppe  and  Al¬ 
fredo,  Brother  Mario  Del  Signore  has 
one  sister,  Rosina,  deeply  interested  in 
religious  and  educational  activities  in 
the  Eagle  Park  district. 


Di  NAPOLI,  Domenico 

Architect  and  public  official;  born 
in  Roccamonfina,  Province  of  Naples, 
Italy,  December  8,  1 903,  the  son  of 
Antonio  and  Teresa  (D’Attore)  Di 
Napoli,  both  natives  of  the  same  town. 

He  was  brought  here  as  a  child  by 
his  parents.  He  attended  the  Providence 
public  schools  and  the  old  English  High 
School  and,  after  taking  a  two  year 
course  in  architecture  at  the  R.  I. 
School  of  Design,  he  went  to  New 
York  City.  While  there  he  continued 
in  this  type  of  work  in  the  offices  of 
leading  architectural  firms,  in  the  mean¬ 
time  taking  an  extension  course  in  archi¬ 
tecture  at  Columbia  University.  There¬ 
after  he  studied  for  three  years  at  the 
Beaux  Art  Institute  of  Design  in  New 
York. 

In  the  fall  of  1 930  he  returned  to 
Providence,  where  he  established  an 
office  as  an  architect  at  69  Brayton 
avenue.  In  June,  1935,  he  was  appoint¬ 
ed  to  the  position  of  Assistant  Inspector 
of  Buildings  of  the  City  of  Providence. 
In  1 938  he  was  re-appointed  member 
of  the  State  Planning  Board  for  a  term 
of  three  years. 

Most  recent  of  his  many  designs,  is 
the  new  building  of  the  Italo-American 
Club,  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.  He  also 
designed  the  new  home  of  Lodge  Ro- 
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ma.  Order  Sons  of  Italy,  Pawtucket, 
R.  I.,  and  other  buildings  scattered 
throughout  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  Di  Napoli  is  prominently  iden¬ 
tified  with  many  patriotic,  fraternal, 
civic  and  social  organizations.  In  1  939 
he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Grand 
Orator  of  the  Order  Sons  of  Italy  in 
Rhode  Island.  He  is  a  member  and 
orator  of  Lodge  Dante  Alighieri,  Order 
Sons  of  Italy;  member  of  Young  Ital¬ 
ian  Imperial  Club,  Federal  Hill  Busi¬ 
ness  Men’s  Association  and  Italo-Am- 
erican  Club.  He  is  an  honorary  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Italo-American  Club  of  East 
Greenwich,  R.  I. 

On  September  4,  1933,  Mr.  Di 
Napoli  married  Elsie  Perrotta.  They 
are  the  parents  of  two  children :  1 .  An¬ 
thony  Robert;  2.  Theresa  Elvira. 


D’AGOSTINO.  Nicola 

Businessman  and  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  the  Italian  colony;  born  in 
Marzano  Appio,  Province  of  Naples, 
Italy,  July  2,  1866,  the  son  of  Paolo 
and  Concetta  (De  Cesare)  D’Agosti¬ 
no,  both  natives  of  the  same  town. 

After  attending  school  in  his  native 
town,  he  assisted  his  father  with  the 
latter’s  business  until  1 890,  at  which 
time  he  immigrated  to  the  United  States, 
settling  in  Providence.  For  a  short  time 
he  became  a  wage  earner,  beginning 
as  a  baker.  Later  he  started  his  own 
bakery  business  on  Charles  street,  a 
venture  which  he  has  been  successfully 
operating  for  more  than  forty  years.  At 
the  present  time  his  bakery  business 
is  one  of  the  most  important  concerns 
of  its  kind  in  the  neighborhood. 

Mr.  D’Agostino  is  a  leader  among 
fraternal  societies  of  the  North  End 
section.  He  has  been  venerable  of 
Lodge  Roma,  Order  Sons  of  Italy, 
since  1926.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Italo-American  Citizens  Club  of 
the  North  End  and  4th  Ward  Republi¬ 
can  Club. 


On  January  8,  1893,  Mr.  D’Agos¬ 
tino  married  Teresa  Ferri,  a  native  of 
Capriati  al  Volturno,  Italy.  They  are 
the  parents  of  six  children:  1 .  Mrs. 
Catherine  Genua;  2.  Paul,  a  foreman 
at  Quincy,  Mass. ;  3.  Perry,  a  machin¬ 
ist;  4.  Mrs.  Concetta  Thomma;3. 
Mrs.  Rose  Lancey;  6.  William,  in  the 
bakery  business. 

Mr.  D’Agostino’s  bakery  is  at  563 
Charles  street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


De  PAOLO.  Emilio 

Registered  pharmacist ;  born  in 
Thornton,  city  of  Cranston,  June  29, 
1899,  the  son  of  Francesco  and  Maria 
Domenica  (Favicchio)  De  Paolo,  both 
natives  of  Capriati  al  Volturno,  Italy. 
His  parents  were  among  the  few  origi¬ 
nal  settlers  of  the  village  of  Thornton. 

Mr.  De  Paolo  attended  the  local 
public  schools.  Later  he  entered  the 
Rhode  Island  College  of  Pharmacy, 
from  which  he  graduated  with  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Ph.  G.  in  1922.  Following  his 
graduation,  he  held  responsible  positions 
with  Liggett’s  No.  1  Drug  Store,  Bris¬ 
tol  Pharmacy  and  other  drug  stores  in 
Cranston  and  Providence.  In  1935 
he  was  made  manager  and  registered 
pharmacist  of  George’s  Pharmacy,  at 
1 88  Atwells  avenue,  and  has  served 
in  that  capacity  since  then.  George’s 
Pharmacy  is  one  of  the  oldest  drug 
stores  in  the  Atwells  avenue  district. 
Business  address:  188  Atwells  avenue, 
Providence,  R.  I. 


De  SALVIO,  Alfonso 

College  professor ;  born  at  Orsara  di 
Puglia,  Province  of  Fuggia,  Italy,  July 
13,  1873.  In  1928  he  was  appointed 
Professor  of  the  Italian  language  and 
literature  at  Brown  University,  Profes¬ 
sor  de  Salvio  came  to  Brown  University 
from  Northwestern  University  where  he 
held  an  Assistant  Professorship  of  Ro¬ 
mance  languages.  He  died  in  the  Mem- 
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orial  Hospital,  North  Conway,  N.  H., 
on  July  14,  1938,  the  day  after  his 
65th  birthday  and  a  week  after  he 
had  collapsed  with  a  heart  attack  while 
playing  golf  with  friends  of  the  Aurora 
Club  of  Providence  in  Jackson,  N.  H. 
He  was  a  distinguished  and  able  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Brown  University  faculty. 
During  his  connection  with  the  Uni¬ 
versity,  Professor  de  Salvio  won  for 
himself  the  admiration  and  esteem  of 
his  students  and  friends. 

See  also  Page  145,  First  Edition, 
Italo-Americans  of  R.  I.,  1936. 


Di  MUCCIO,  John 

Of  North  Providence,  diplomat; 
born  in  Valle  Agricola,  Province  of 
Benevento,  Italy,  the  son  of  Antonio 
and  Filomena  (Di  Muccio)  Di  Muc- 
cio.  In  1901,  when  one  year  old,  he 
was  brought  to  Rhode  Island  by  his 
mother  to  join  his  father  in  North 
Providence.  Following  his  graduation 
from  Brown  University  in  1921,  he 
received  an  appointment  to  serve  at  the 
State  Department,  in  Washington,  D. 
C.  Thereafter  he  served  in  the  U.  S. 
Consular  Service  at  Hamburg,  Hong 
Kong,  Yunnanfu,  Foochow,  Shanghai; 
La  Paz,  in  Bolivia.  On  June  20,  1  939, 
he  was  promoted  to  first  secretary  of 
the  American  Embassy,  at  Panama 
City,  Republic  of  Panama. 

Felix  Di  Muccio,  Joseph  Di  Muc¬ 
cio,  Pasquale  Di  Muccio,  Marco  Di 
Muccio  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Zambara- 
no,  all  of  Lymansville,  North  Provi¬ 
dence,  are  brothers  and  sister  of  Mr. 
Di  Muccio. 


DEL  BENE,  Charles 

Manufacturer,  founder  and  sole  own¬ 
er  of  the  Silverloid  Company;  born  in 
Pesaro,  Province  of  Pesaro,  Italy, 
January  17,  1896,  the  son  of  Luigi 
and  Maria  (Mancini)  Del  Bene. 


He  attended  the  public  schools  and 
the  Catholic  seminary  of  his  native 
town.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  his  father 
brought  him  to  France.  Following  his 
return  to  Italy,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  in 
company  with  his  older  brother,  Gio¬ 
vanni,  immigrated  to  the  United  States, 
settling  in  Providence.  Upon  arriving 
here  he  learned  the  trade  of  working 
on  celluloid  novelties.  He  won  rapid 
advancement,  and  in  a  few  years  he 
became  general  foreman  of  Elkloicl 
Company,  working  there  from  1915 
to  1927,  when  he  started  his  own 
factory.  He  specializes  in  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  dices  and  dominoes,  and  they 
are  shipped  to  all  parts  of  the  world. 
His  factory  employing  at  present  30 
employes. 

A  successful  and  popular  business 
man,  he  is  a  director  of  the  Silver  Lake 
Loan  Company.  He  is  an  honorary 
member  of  “Laziale  Society.”  He  is 
Vice  President  of  Unitas  Catholic  Club, 
and  member  of  Society  Madonna  del 
Carmine,  Circolo  Filodrammatico  and 
other  organizations. 

On  August  29,  1 920,  Mr.  Del 
Bene  married  Lina  Ruizzo,  a  native  of 
Teano,  Italy.  They  are  the  parents  of 
two  children;  1.  Louis;  2.  Maria. 

The  office  of  the  Silverloid  Com¬ 
pany,  of  which  Mr.  Del  Bene  is  the 
founder  and  sole  owner,  is  at  283 
Thurbers  avenue.  Providence,  R.  I. 


De  VELLIS,  Thomas  S. 

Insurance  assistant  manager ;  born  in 
Somerville,  Mass.,  March  7,  1910, 
the  son  of  Angelo  and  Maria  Grazia 
(Vecchione)  De  Vellis,  who  were  born 
respectively,  at  Gaeta,  and  at  Avellino, 
Italy. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Somerville;  Rindge  Technical  School 
in  Cambridge,  graduating  in  1 924 ; 
Cambridge  Latin  School,  graduating  in 
1926;  attended  the  School  of  Law  of 
Northeastern  University. 
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Upon  completing  his  education  he 
entered  as  agent  the  service  of  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company. 
His  success  in  insurance  and  wide  un¬ 
derstanding  of  men  and  conditions  were 
soon  recognized.  After  only  five  and 
a  half  months  spent  as  an  agent  in  Bos¬ 
ton,  in  July,  1933,  he  was  promoted 
to  assistant  manager  at  Providence. 
Since  his  arrival  in  Providence,  his 
staff  leads  all  others  in  New  England 
in  the  amount  of  business  written  for 
the  Boston  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Com" 
pany. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Elks  and  of 
the  Providence  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

On  October  1 2,  1 939,  Mr.  De 
Vellis  married  Assunta  Cerbo,  a  native 
of  Providence. 

Mr.  De  Vellis’s  office  is  at  10 
Weybosset  street.  Providence.  R.  I. 


Di  LEONE,  Ralph,  M.D. 

Born  in  Roccamonfina,  Province  of 
Naples,  Italy,  December  13,  1894, 
the  son  of  Francesco  and  Michelina  Di 
Leone. 

He  was  brought  to  the  United  States 
by  his  parents  in  1  900. 

He  received  his  education  in  the 
Providence  public  schools  and  graduat¬ 
ed  from  Classical  High  School  in  1913. 
Thereafter,  he  entered  Brown  Uni¬ 
versity  and  graduated  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1917.  He 
obtained  his  medical  education  and  de¬ 
gree  from  Harvard  Medical  School  and 
served  his  interneship  at  the  Rhode 
Island  Hospital,  Charles  V.  Chapin 
Hospital  and  Providence  Lying-In 
Hospital. 

He  began  active  practice  in  1925. 
Dr.  Di  Leone  is  First  Assistant  Sur¬ 
geon  in  the  Gynecological  department 
and  First  Assistant  Surgeon  in  the  Di¬ 
vision  of  Gynecological  Research  at 
R.  I.  Hospital.  First  Assistant  Surgeon, 
Gynecological  Department,  Charles  V. 
Chapin  Hospital  and  Second  Assistant 


Visiting  Obstetrician  at  Providence  Ly¬ 
ing-In  Hospital. 

Dr.  Di  Leone  is  an  officer,  U.  S. 
Medical  Reserve.  Charter  member, 
Malpighi  Medical  Club.  Director,  Fed¬ 
eral  Hill  House,  1 930-38.  Director, 
Providence  Community  Fund,  1934- 
37.  Member:  American  Medical  Asso¬ 
ciation;  New  England  Obstetrical  So¬ 
ciety;  R.  I.  Medical  Society;  Provi¬ 
dence  Medical  Society ;  Aurora  and 
Italo-American  Clubs  and  the  Brown 
Club  of  Providence. 

On  July  10,  1924,  Dr.  Ralph  Di 
Leone  married  Constance  Giusti, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vincenzo 
Giusti.  They  are  the  parents  of  three 
children:  1.  Zelia  Clotilde;  2.  Roland 
Ralph;  3.  Gilbert  Robert.  Address: 
221  Broadway,  Providence,  R.  I. 
(From  the  1936  Edition). 


De  CONTI,  Angelo,  D.D.S. 

Born  in  Marzano  Appio,  Province 
of  Naples,  Italy,  the  son  of  Agostino 
and  Francesca  (Cipolla)  De  Conti. 

After  going  through  various  fields 
of  activity,  young  De  Conti  being  an 
industrious  and  ambitious  young  man, 
in  1907  entered  the  Dental  School 
of  the  University  of  Maryland,  gradu¬ 
ating  in  1910  with  the  degree  of 
D.D.S. ,  the  first  Italo-American  to  be 
registered  to  practice  dentistry  in  Rhode 
Island.  Dr.  De  Conti  has  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  practice  of  dentistry  in 
Providence  since  1910. 

Dr.  De  Conti  is  a  member  of  the 
American  Dental  Society;  R.  I.  Dental 
Society ;  the  Elks ;  Dramatic  Order 
Knights  of  Khorassan ;  Aurora  Club 
and  Italo-American  Club. 

On  February  2,  1913,  Dr.  De  Con¬ 
ti  married  Santina  Maria  Gammino. 
They  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
1 .  Clinton,  a  graduate  with  the  degree 
of  D.  M.  D.,  from  Harvard  Dental 
School;  2.  Merlin,  a  student  at  Boston 
University  Law  School.  Office:  112 
Mathewson  street,  Providence,  R.  I. 
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De  CIANTIS,  Michael 

Lawyer;  born  in  Sora,  Province  of 
Frosinone,  Italy,  August  15,  1900, 
the  son  of  Luigi  and  Sofia  De  Ciantis. 
When  a  lad  of  about  nine  years,  he 
was  brought  to  these  shores  by  his 
mother,  to  join  his  father  in  Natick. 

He  attended  the  West  Warwick 
public  schools  and  High  School,  and 
Boston  University  Law  School.  He 
completed  his  studies  with  the  law  firm 
of  Quinn,  Kernan  &  Quinn. 

Mr.  De  Ciantis  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  law  immediately  after  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Rhode 
Island. 

His  first  official  appointment  was 
Judge  of  the  Probate  Court  of  West 
Warwick.  In  1932  he  was  appointed 
fourth  Assistant  Attorney  General.  In 
1  934  he  was  promoted  to  third  Assist¬ 
ant  Attorney  General,  serving  until  July 
7,  1937,  at  which  time  he  became 
Chief  of  the  Division  of  Public  Utili¬ 
ties,  State  of  Rhode  Island.  He  held 
this  office  until  the  advent  of  the  new 
administration.  While  holding  the  office 
of  Chief  of  the  Division  of  Public 
Utilities,  he  ordered  the  discontinuance 
of  the  sur-charges  on  hand  telephones. 
Through  his  instrumentality  the  gas 
companies  of  the  State  returned  to  the 
public  the  deposits  which  they  made 
in  the  amount  of  approximately  $125,- 
000.  He  compelled  the  reduction  of 
electric  light  rates  and  bus  fares.  He 
did  well.  Fellow  attorneys  consider  him 
an  able  and  faithful  public  servant. 

Mr.  De  Ciantis  is  President  of 
Barristers  Club  and  former  District 
Deputy  of  Knights  of  Columbus.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  Regina  Margherita 
Lodge  of  the  Order  Sons  of  Italy. 

On  September  15,  1930,  Mr.  De 
Ciantis  married  Dorothy  Glenn.  They 
are  the  parents  of  one  child :  Ann. 
Office:  1911  New  Industrial  Trust 
Building,  Providence,  R.  I. 


D’ERRICO,  Carmine 

Real  estate;  born  in  Roccamonfina, 
Province  of  Naples,  Italy,  Septembei 
25,  1890,  the  son  of  Tommaso  and 
Antonetta  (Iannuccilli)  D’Errico. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town,  and  as  a  youth  of 
twelve  came  to  the  United  States,  set¬ 
tling  in  Providence.  His  first  employ- 


CARMINE  D’ERRICO 


ment  here  was  as  a  tailor,  devoting  his 
evenings  to  the  study  of  the  English 
language  in  the  night  schools.  Later, 
when  he  acquired  enough  knowledge  to 
seek  his  fortunes  in  the  world  of  busi¬ 
ness,  he  became  interested  in  the  real 
estate  business,  which  has  occupied  his 
attention  since  1907.  His  rise  was 
rapid.  He  is  considered  one  of  the 
leading  real  estate  operators  among 
Italo-Americans. 

Mr.  D’Errico  is  well  known  in  re¬ 
ligious,  social  and  civic  affairs  of  the 
Federal  Hill  section. 

On  December  21,1  925,  Mr.  D’Er¬ 
rico  married  Aquilina  Melucci,  a  native 
of  Roccamonfina,  Italy.  Home:  445 
Broadway,  Providence,  R.  I. 
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De  CESARE,  Arthur  F. 

Civil  engineer ;  born  in  Providence, 
July  16,  1916,  the  son  of  Rodosindo 
and  Rachele  (Cinquegrana)  De  Ce- 
sare,  who  were  born  respectively,  at 
Marzano  Appio,  and  Conca  Campania, 
Province  of  Naples,  Italy. 

He  attended  the  local  public  schools ; 
Hope  High  School,  1 934 ;  Rhode 
Island  State  College,  B.  Sc.,  1938. 
After  completing  his  education  he  was 
appointed  civil  engineer  in  the  sewer 
department  of  the  City  of  Providence. 
Later,  he  was  transferred  to  the  Scitu- 
ate  Reservoir  Division  of  the  City  of 
Providence. 

Mr.  De  Cesare’s  fraternal,  profes- 
sional  and  social  affiliations  include  the 
Beta  Psi  Alpha,  the  Italian  fraternity 
of  R.  I.  State  College;  American  So¬ 
ciety  of  Civil  Engineering;  Providence 
Engineering  Society;  Lodge  Vittoria 
of  Order  Sons  of  Italy. 


DiMASCOLO.  Henry  R. 

State  Senator;  born  in  Providence, 
Rhode  Island,  August  2,  1910,  the 
son  of  Gaetano  and  Maria  Civita  (Car- 
di)  DiMascolo,  both  members  of  re¬ 
spectable  families,  from  the  town  of 
Itri,  in  the  Province  of  Rome,  Italy. 
His  parents  immigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  1905,  settling  in  the  Silver 
Lake  section  of  Providence,  where  they 
have  been  residing  ever  since. 

He  received  his  education  in  St. 
Anthony’s  Parochial  School  and  La 
Salle  Academy.  Thereafter  he  spent 
three  years  at  Providence  College.  He 
then  took  up  the  study  of  Law  at 
Georgetown  University  School  of  Law 
and  later  at  Boston  University  School 
of  Law,  from  which  he  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  L.L.B.  in  1935. 

He  was  admitted  to  the  Rhode 
Island  Bar  on  May  19,  1937,  and 
immediately  opened  his  office  for  the 
practice  of  Law.  His  first  participation 


in  public  life  was  in  1938,  when  he 
became  elected  Senator  for  Providence, 
from  the  Second  Senatorial  District. 
He  is  the  first  Republican  to  be  elected 
from  the  Second  Senatorial  District  and 
the  first  person  of  Italian  extraction  to 
be  elected  State  Senator  by  either  party 
from  his  district. 

Although  Senator  DiMascolo  is  the 
youngest  member  of  the  present  Senate, 
his  record  and  tactful  use  of  his  office 
won  the  complete  confidence  of  his 
colleagues  and  the  satisfaction  of  his 
constituents  as  well.| 

He  has  been  a  life-long  resident  of 
the  Silver  Lake  section  of  Providence 
and  has  always  maintained  an  active 
interest  in  religious,  civic  and  political 
affairs.  He  was  a  charter  member  and 
the  first  President  of  the  Silver  Lake 
Republican  Club. 

On  September  25,  1937,  Senator 
DiMascolo  married  Mary  DiPetrillo, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carmine 
DiPetrillo  of  Providence.  Office:  505 
Turks  Head  Building,  Providence, 
Rhode  Island. 


DePASQUALE.  Emilio 

Registered  pharmacist;  born  in  Prov¬ 
idence,  July  9,  1  892,  the  son  of  Pietro 
and  Teodolinda  De  Pasquale,  natives 
of  San  Marco  La  Catola,  Province  of 
Foggia,  Italy. 

He  received  his  education  in  the 
local  public  schools  and  later  attended 
the  R.  I.  College  of  Pharmacy,  grad¬ 
uating  with  the  degree  of  Ph.G.  >.n 
1913.  After  completing  his  studies, 
he  held  responsible  positions  with  many 
leading  drugstores.  In  1 928,  he  went 
into  business  for  himself  on  Broadway, 
under  the  name  of  Professional  Phar¬ 
macy.  He  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the 
best  equipped  drug  stores,  where  he 
serves  his  customers  faithfully  and  well, 
selling  the  best  in  the  pharmaceutical 
field. 
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Mr.  De  Pasquale  is  one  of  the  most 
successful  among  younger  pharmacists 
of  Providence,  a  most  generous  man 
and  deeply  devoted  to  his  profession. 
Along  with  his  work  in  the  professional 
field,  he  devotes  much  of  his  time  in 
civic,  social  and  fraternal  affairs. 

On  June  29,  1 929,  he  married 
Kathleen  Johnston,  deceased.  He  is 
the  father  of  one  child:  John  Peter. 

Mr.  De  Pasquale’s  Professional 
Pharmacy  is  at  267  Broadway,  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I. 


Del  ROSSI,  Gaetano  D. 

Macaroni  manufacturer  and  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  G.  D.  Del  Rossi  Co.,  Inc., 
born  in  Monteroduni,  Province  of  Cam- 
pobasso,  Italy.  Like  his  father,  the  late 
Gabriele  Del  Rossi,  and  his  grand¬ 
father,  Giuseppe  Del  Rossi,  Mr.  Del 


G.  D.  DEL  ROSSI 


Rossi  has  been  actively  identified  since 
his  early  manhood  with  the  macaroni 
industry. 

The  plant  of  G.  Del  Rossi  Co., 
is  virtually  the  American  outgrowth  of 
the  macaroni  industry  created  by  the 


Del  Rossi  family  in  their  native  town. 
The  Del  Rossis  for  generations  have 
been  engaged  in  the  macaroni  industry 
in  the  picturesque  village  of  Montero- 
duno,  Italy. 

The  American  history  of  the  G.  D. 
Del  Rossi  macaroni  factory  started  in 
Providence  in  June,  1910,  and  was 
incorporated  in  April,  1917.  It  is  the 
oldest  macaroni  factory  in  New  Eng¬ 
land,  and  its  products  are  shipped  to 
all  parts  of  the  United  States. 

Gaetano  D.  Del  Rossi  has  devoted 
all  his  life  in  the  upbuilding  of  the 
industry.  His  father  and  grand-father 
had  their  factory  in  their  native  town, 
where  the  Del  Rossi  macaroni  industry 
originated  in  1 844.  This  corporation 
being  composed  of  members  of  one 
family,  with  nearly  a  century  of  un¬ 
broken  history,  assures  the  best  satis¬ 
faction  to  its  increasing  clientele  and  is 
ever  watchful  to  see  that  the  high 
reputation  that  it  has  enjoyed  for  years 
as  one  of  the  leading  macaroni  manu¬ 
facturers  in  the  community  be  main¬ 
tained. 

The  steady  growth  of  the  business 
necessitated  enlarging  the  housing  ca¬ 
pacity  of  the  plant,  which  together  with 
its  up-to-date  scientifically  made  ma¬ 
chinery  gives  the  G.  D.  Del  Rossi  Com¬ 
pany  one  of  the  finest  appointed,  and 
best  equipped  macaroni  factories  in 
New  England. 

Mr.  Del  Rossi  is  known  for  his 
quiet  philanthropies,  his  unfailing 
friendship  and  his  splendid  qualities  as 
a  citizen. 

Mr.  Del  Rossi’s  office  is  at  240 
India  street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


De  PASQUALE,  Luigi 

Associate  Justice  of  the  Sixth  Judi¬ 
cial  District  Court;  born  in  Providence, 
December  13,  1892,  the  son  of  An¬ 
tonio  and  the  late  Maria  (Vitale)  De 
Pasquale,  who  were  born,  respectively. 
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at  San  Marco  La  Catola,  Province  of 
Foggia,  Italy,  and  at  Santa  Croce  Del 
Sannio,  Province  of  Benevento,  Italy. 

Following  his  primary  and  high 
school  education  in  Milford,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  to  which  town  his  parents 
moved  when  he  was  3  years  of  age, 
he  attended  the  Boston  University  Law 
School,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
1913.  He  was  only  21  when  he 
passed  the  Massachusetts  bar  exami¬ 
nation,  and  for  a  year  he  practiced  in 
Milford.  A  year  later  he  moved  to 
Providence.  He  successfully  passed  the 
Rhode  Island  bar  examination  and 
soon  became  active  in  professional  and 
civic  affairs.  When  23  years  of  ags, 
he  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Rep¬ 
resentatives  and  was  re-elected  serving 
two  terms;  from  1920  to  1922  was 
Treasurer  of  the  Democratic  State  Cen¬ 
tral  Committee;  from  1922  to  1924 
was  Assistant  Attorney  General  of  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island;  from  1924  to 
1  928  was  Chairman  of  the  Democratic 
State  Central  Committee ;  was  a  dele¬ 
gate  to  the  Democratic  National  Con¬ 
vention  in  San  Francisco,  in  1920; 
delegate  to  the  Democratic  National 
Convention  in  New  York  in  1924; 
delegate  to  the  Democratic  National 
Convention  in  Houston,  Texas,  in 
1928  ;  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of 
Rhode  Island  in  November,  1  934  ;  ap¬ 
pointed  Associate  Justice  of  the  6th 
Judicial  District  Court  of  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island  on  June  21,1  935. 

He  is  a  director  of  Federal  Hill 
House  and  member  of  many  organiza¬ 
tions. 

Judge  De  Pasquale  is  married  lo 
Marie  Michard.  They  are  the  parents 
of  three  children:  1.  Marie;  2.  Beat¬ 
rice;  3.  Eva  Marcelle.  Home:  232 
Broadway.  Office:  Union  Trust  Build¬ 
ing,  Providence,  R.  I. 


De  SIMONE.  Thomas  D. 

Lawyer;  born  in  Worcester,  Mass., 
on  August  1  7,  1  90 1 ,  the  son  of  Sal¬ 
vatore  and  Francesca  (Bianchi)  De 
Simone.  His  parents  removed  to  Prov¬ 
idence  in  1 903.  He  received  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  local  public  schools,  and 
continued  on  to  college,  preparing  at 
Brown  University,  1919-1923,  and 
obtaining  his  Law  Degree  at  Boston 
University  Law  School  in  1926.  Mr. 
De  Simone  was  admitted  to  the  Rhode 
Island  Bar  on  December  23,  1927, 
after  successfully  passing  the  bar  exam¬ 
ination,  and  immediately  engaged  in  the 
general  practice  of  law. 

For  many  years  he  served  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  staff  in  the  Division  of 
Corporations  and  Inheritance  Taxes  of 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

On  August  1 ,  1 939,  Mr.  De  Si¬ 
mone  resumed  his  practice  of  law,  at 
the  same  time  specializing  in  general 
tax  service. 

Mr.  De  Simone  is  a  member  of 
of  many  clubs  and  organizations,  among 
them  being  the  Italo-American  Club, 
and  the  Kappa  Epsilon  Phi  Legal 
fraternity,  of  which  he  is  a  founder 
and  charter  member. 

In  1931  he  married  Emily  R.  Pal¬ 
umbo.  They  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  1 .  Thomas  Edwin;  2.  Clau¬ 
dia.  Office:  49  Westminster  street. 
Providence,  R.  I. 


De  ANGELIS,  Raffaele 

Registered  pharmacist  and  proprietor 
of  Chemical  Industrial  Company;  born 
in  Teano,  Italy,  in  1878.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  town, 
and  at  the  early  age  of  eight  began 
to  work  in  a  pharmacy.  His  natural 
intelligence  and  determination  to  follow 
the  pharmaceutical  profession  led  him 
to  spend  his  time  in  some  of  the  leading 
pharmacies  of  Southern  Italy,  and  final¬ 
ly  perfected  his  knowledge  at  the  fam- 
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ous  pharmacy  of  Piazza  Fiorentini,  in 
Naples,  where  he  won  the  regard  of 
his  masters  and  instructors. 

In  1904,  Mr.  De  Angelis  immi¬ 
grated  to  these  shores,  settling  in  Prov¬ 
idence.  His  only  asset  was  his  ambi¬ 
tion  to  work  and  to  make  a  future  for 
himself.  Upon  his  arrival  here,  he  at 
once  engaged  in  manufacturing  citrate 
of  magnesia,  a  superior  product  which 
still  bears  his  name  as  a  trade-mark. 
At  first  he  started  in  a  very  small 
way,  but  as  he  gained  the  confidence  of 
his  clientele,  his  business  grew  rapidly, 
resulting  in  the  expansion  of  his  enter¬ 
prise  and  the  erection  of  his  own  build¬ 
ing  at  1  39  Knight  street,  where  both 
his  pharmaceutical  laboratory  and  phar¬ 
macy  are  housed.  While  working  and 
advancing  his  large  industry,  he  also 
studied  the  English  language,  and  later 
passed  the  required  examination  which 
enabled  him  to  become  a  registered 
pharmacist. 

Mr.  De  Angelis  is  the  owner  of  a 
unique  pharmacy,  established  along 
Italian  style,  where  only  pharmaceutical 
products  of  the  highest  order  are  sold. 
Six  registered  pharmacists  are  regularly 
employed  there:  Raffaele  De  Angelis, 
William  D’Andrea,  Charles  Pistocco, 
Victor  Canaipi,  Philip  Mucci  and  An¬ 
thony  Iodice,  all  men  of  wide  experi¬ 
ence  and  ability  who  have  served  their 
customers  faithfully  and  well. 

Along  with  his  work  in  the  pro¬ 
fessional  and  business  world,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  De  Angelis  are  keenly  interested 
in  all  phases  of  Italo-American  life 
and  their  contribution  to  its  civic,  social 
and  religious  affairs  have  been  oustand- 
ing.  Business  address:  139  Knight 
street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


Di  SAIA,  Oresto 

Architect;  born  in  Providence,  Jan¬ 
uary  22,  1 900,  the  son  of  Costanzo 
Di  Saia  and  Carmela  (De  Paola)  Di 


Saia,  who  were  born  respectively,  at 
Frosolone,  and  Riccia,  Italy. 

He  received  his  preliminary  educa¬ 
tion  at  the  Federal  street  Grammar 
School,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
1913,  and  later  attended  the  Technical 
High  School  in  the  day  time  and  the 
old  English  High  School  in  the  eve¬ 
nings,  graduating  from  both  in  1917. 
By  this  time  he  had  chosen  the  archi¬ 
tectural  profession  as  his  field  of  service 
but  as  circumstances  prevented  him  from 
attending  college,  he  obtained  employ¬ 
ment  in  the  office  of  F.  P.  Sheldon  & 
Sons,  engineers  and  architects.  Private 
tutoring  and  diligent  self-application  to 
study,  gave  him  a  position  beside  many 
who  won  college  honors,  and  at  the 
same  time  gave  Mr.  Di  Saia  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  his  profession  knowledge,  which 
proved  invaluable  to  him  in  his  later 
career.  His  employment  with  F.  P. 
Sheldon  &  Sons  was  interrupted  for 
a  short  period  through  his  connection 
with  the  Construction  Division,  War 
Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Rising  steadily  in  his  reputation  as 
an  architect,  in  1924  he  entered  pri¬ 
vate  practice  in  his  own  right.  His  de¬ 
signing  of  the  Uptown  Theatre,  was  his 
first  major  project.  Among  the  notable 
buildings  and  important  projects  de¬ 
signed  and  improved  by  Mr.  Di  Saia 
are  the  Hollywood  Theatre  at  East 
Providence;  the  Metropolitan  Theatre 
at  Providence ;  the  Holy  Ghost  Rectory 
at  Providence ;  Eldorado  Apartment 
at  Providence;  the  Sheraton  Manor  at 
Providence;  the  President’s’  residence, 
R.  I.  State  College,  Kingston;  Alpha 
Epsilon  Pi  fraternity  house,  Kingston ; 
the  Irons  Block  modernization,  Olney- 
ville;  the  Warren  Hotel,  Warren,  R. 
I. ;  Providence  College  Dormitory,  at 
Providence  College ;  the  Hanger  at 
Governor  Green  Airport,  at  Hillsgrove ; 
the  new  Johnston  Town  Hall,  at  John¬ 
ston,  R.  I. ;  the  Marconi  Memorial,  in 
course  of  construction ;  two  large  ward 
buildings  for  women  patients  at  the 
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State  Hospital  for  Mental  Diseases, 
Howard,  R.  I.,  and  numerous  other 
buildings  and  projects.  He  also  repre¬ 
sented  the  United  States  Government 
in  the  construction  of  the  new  City  Hall 
of  Pawtucket,  over  which  he  had  super¬ 
vision. 

An  outstanding  Italo-American, 
Oresto  Di  Saia,  has  achieved  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  place  among  the  architects 
of  the  city.  Throughout  his  career  he 
has  demonstrated  the  possession  of  ver¬ 
satile  talents,  and  his  rise  to  prominence 
has  been  thoroughly  well  merited  by 
his  own  efforts  and  proved  ability. 

Mr.  Di  Saia  was  elected  in  1931 
to  the  American  Institute  of  Architects, 
from  which  he  retired  in  1933.  He  was 
awarded  the  grand  prize  and  gold 
medal  for  architectural  works  at  the 
Bologna  Exposition  in  1 932.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  State  Board  of  Exam¬ 
ination  and  Registration  of  Architects. 

His  fraternal  affiliations  include  the 
Tyler  Council,  Knights  of  Columbus; 
Bishop  Hendricken  Assembly,  Fourth 
Degree  K.  of  C. ;  Italo-American  Club 
of  Rhode  Island;  Frosolonese  Club; 
trustee  of  Holy  Ghost  Church. 

Mr.  Di  Saia  is  married  to  Eleanor 
Rossi.  They  are  the  parents  of  four 
children:  1 .  Ethel ;  2.  Kenneth:  3. 

Ruth;  4.  Robert.  Home:  369  Mount 
Pleasant  avenue.  Office:  40  Fountain 
street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


Di  LIBERO,  John 

Lawyer;  born  in  Santa  Apollinari, 
Province  of  Frosinone,  Italy,  Novem¬ 
ber  8,  1901,  the  son  of  Raffaele  and 
Maria  Grazia  Di  Libero.  He  was 
brought  to  this  country  by  his  parents 
when  five  years  of  age.  He  received 
his  education  in  the  Providence  public 
schools  and  at  Technical  High  School. 
He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law  at 
Boston  University  Law  School,  from 
which  he  graduated  with  the  degree 


of  LL.B.  in  1925.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  on  November  6,  1925,  and 
immediately  afterwards  he  engaged  in 
the  active  practice  of  law. 

Deeply  interested  in  civic  affairs  and 
local  politics,  his  effective  campaign 
work  brought  him  rapidly  to  the  fore 
and  in  1  933  when  Mrs.  Isabele  Ahearn 
O’Neil  resigned  as  State  Senator,  he 
was  nominated  by  the  Democrats  to 
succeed  her.  Taking  his  seat  in  1934 
in  the  Senate,  he  became  the  first  mem¬ 
ber  of  his  race  ever  to  hold  a  seat  in 
the  State  Senate,  proving  himself  an 
able  and  conscientious  legislator.  On 
December,  10,  1935,  Mr.  Di  Libero 
was  appointed  Fourth  Assistant  City 
Solicitor,  serving  until  1  939,  and  again 
proved  himself  most  capable  in  the 
discharge  of  these  exceedingly  responsi¬ 
ble  duties. 

In  addition  to  his  many  professional 
activities,  Mr.  Di  Libero  is  also  very 
conspicuous  in  the  social  and  club  life 
of  the  Italo-American  community.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  R.  I.  Bar  Associa¬ 
tion,  Italo-American  Club  and  other 
organizations.  Office:  277  Atwells  ave¬ 
nue,  Providence,  R.  I. 


De  PARI,  Domenico 

Retired  business  man;  born  in  Teano 
in  1875,  the  son  of  Pariglio  and  Brigi- 
da  De  Pari.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town,  but  at  an 
early  age  became  a  farmer  boy  for  his 
father,  and  continued  this  work  until 
he  was  twenty  years  old  when  he  immi¬ 
grated  to  the  United  States,  settling  in 
Providence. 

Upon  arriving  here,  he  worked  on 
anything  he  could  find  in  order  to  make 
an  honest  living.  Being  a  man  of  very 
thrifty  habits,  which  were  stimulated 
and  encouraged  by  a  desire  on  his  part 
to  be  engaged  in  business  on  his  own 
account,  he  invested  his  savings  in  start¬ 
ing  a  grocery  store  on  Swiss  street.  After 
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conducting  this  business  for  some  years, 
he  opened  a  hardware  store  at  283- 
285  Atwells  avenue,  corner  Crout 
street,  which  he  followed  for  twenty- 
five  years,  when  he  finally  retired  in 

1937. 

On  August  1,  1897,  Mr.  De  Pari 
married  Concetta  Mignaniello,  also  a 
native  of  Teano,  Italy.  They  are  the 
parents  of  two  children:  1.  Mrs.  Giu- 
seppina  De  Pari  Castellone;  2.  Pari- 
glio  De  Pari,  an  insurance  underwriter. 

Mr.  De  Pari  is  a  member  of  Holy 
Name  Society  of  Holy  Ghost  Church. 
Mrs.  De  Pari  is  a  member  of  Society 
Madonna  Della  Libera  and  Society 
Immacolata  Concezione.  Home:  283 
Mount  Pleasant  Avenue,  Providence, 

R.  I. 


De  LEO.  Ralph 

General  contractor  and  builder ;  born 
in  Bristol,  R.  I.,  February  11,  1915, 
the  son  of  Antonio  and  Colomba  (Ric- 
cardi)  De  Leo,  both  natives  of  Man- 
fredonia,  Province  of  Foggia,  Italy. 

After  attending  the  public  schools 
and  Colt  High  School  of  Bristol,  he 
enrolled  at  the  Rhode  Island  School 
of  Design,  where  he  studied  architec¬ 
tural  designing  and  draftsmanship, 
graduating  in  1  939.  He  is  successfully 
engaged  in  the  contracting  and  building 
business.  Many  fine  homes  in  Bristol 
and  vicinity  have  been  constructed  and 
erected  by  him.  He  is  a  promising 
young  Italo-American,  genial  and  gen¬ 
erous  with  a  host  of  friends. 

Mr.  De  Leo  is  a  member  of  Holy 
Name  Society. 

On  October  29,  1  938,  Mr.  De  Leo 
married  Lucy  Forillo,  a  native  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Mass.  Office:  629  Wood 
street,  Bristol,  R.  I. 


Di  LEONE.  Irma  Giusti 

Civic  worker  and  well-known  in  Italo- 
American  women’s  circles ;  born  in 


Providence,  the  daughter  of  Vincenzo 
and  Clotilde  Lenci  Giusti,  both  natives 
of  Lucca,  Italy. 

She  received  her  education  in  the 
Providence  public  schools,  in  which 
city  she  has  always  made  her  home. 

For  many  years  she  was  active  in 
Italo-American  women’s  circles.  Mean¬ 
while  her  interest  in  fraternal  and  social 
spheres  brought  her  prominently  to  the 
publics  attention.  Mrs.  Di  Leone  served 
first  as  vice-president  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Council  of  Italian  Women  in 
1936-37,  and  later  served  as  its  presi¬ 
dent  in  1937-38.  She  is  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Lodge  Gloria  of  the  Order  Sons 
of  Italy,  where  she  served  as  treasurer 
in  1  938-39.  In  addition  to  these,  Mrs. 
Di  Leone  has  been  equally  active  in 
promoting  Americanization  and  welfare 
work. 

On  November  15,  1910,  she  mar¬ 
ried  John  Di  Leone,  a  native  of  Roc- 
camonfina.  Province  of  Naples,  Italy. 
Mr.  Di  Leone,  who  also  plays  violin, 
is  a  well-known  business  man.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Di  Leone  are  the  parents  of  three 
children :  1 .  Anna,  a  pianist ;  2.  Eu¬ 
nice;  3.  Irma  C.,  a  student  at  the  Col¬ 
lege  of  Music,  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Home: 
231  Messer  street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


De  MAGISTRIS,  Enis  Eva 

Teacher;  born  in  Providence,  the 
daughter  of  Giacinto  and  Anna  (Cor- 
vese)  De  Magistris. 

Following  her  education  in  the  Prov¬ 
idence  public  schools  and  at  Classical 
High  School,  from  which  she  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1927,  she  entered  Pembroke 
College  in  Brown  University,  from 
which  she  graduated  in  1931  with  the 
degree  of  A.  B.  While  at  Pembroke 
she  was  elected  to  Phi  Beta  Kappa 
and  Sigma  Xi  societies.  Immediately 
following  her  graduation  from  Pem¬ 
broke  she  continued  her  studies  at 
Brown  University,  receiving  the  degree 

of  M.  A.  in  1934. 
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Miss  De  Magistris  began  teaching 
as  a  student  teacher  in  1931  and  re¬ 
ceived  an  appointment  as  permanent 
teacher  in  1 934.  She  is  listed  as  a 
teacher  of  mathematics,  at  Classical 
High  School.  (From  the  1936  Edi¬ 
tion.) 


De  ORCHIS,  Vincenzo 

See  Page  1 44,  Second  Edition, 
Italo-Americans  of  Rhode  Island, 
1936. 


D'ERRICO,  John  F. 

Broker  and  steamship  agent,  and 
prominent  in  Italo-American  business, 
civic,  cultural  and  social  affairs. 

See  also  Page  61,  Second  Edition, 
Italo-Americans  of  Rhode  Island, 
1936.  Address:  119  Atwells  avenue. 
Providence,  R.  I. 


DOLCE,  Domenico 

Proprietor  of  Dolce’s  Restaurant, 
veteran  of  the  World  War  and  prom¬ 
inent  in  the  business  circles  of  East 
Providence;  born  in  Isoletta,  Province 
of  Frosinone,  Italy,  August  22,  1892, 
the  son  of  Angelo  and  Rachele 
Federici  Dolce,  who  were  born  re¬ 
spectively  at  Isoletta  and  San  Gio¬ 
vanni  Incarico,  Italy. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town  and  at  the  age  of 
twelve  he  was  put  to  work  at  his 
father’s  farm.  At  the  age  of  fourteen 
he  immigrated  to  the  United  States, 
settling  in  Providence.  Upon  his  ar¬ 
rival  here,  he  worked  in  a  number  of 
industrial  establishments  and  went  back 
to  Italy  in  1907.  He  returned  to 
Providence  in  1910,  learned  to  cook 
in  leading  hotels  and  attended  the 
evening  public  schools  where  he  pre¬ 
pared  himself  for  citizenship  and  a 
business  career.  He  went  back  to 
Italy  in  1915,  where  he  enlisted  in 


the  Royal  Italian  Army,  assigned  to 
the  1 4th  Regiment  of  Bersaglieri,  un¬ 
der  General  Pecori  Giraldi,  of  the 
First  Army  Corps.  He  participated  in 
many  actions  along  the  front  line,  and 
received  an  encomium  for  bravery.  He 
was  honorably  discharged  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  1919.  He  then  returned  to  Provi¬ 
dence. 

Mr.  Dolce  opened  his  first  restau¬ 
rant  in  1 920  on  Aborn  Street.  But 
his  real  fame  as  a  restauranteur  came 
in  1926  when  he  opened  the  famous 
Dolce  Restaurant  on  Taunton  Avenue 
and  Six  Corners,  at  East  Providence. 
It  is  a  restaurant  of  distinction,  serving 
excellent  food  to  its  clients.  East 
Providence  likes  Dolce’s  Restaurant. 
It  is  patronized  by  its  leading  citizens 
and  is  known  as  one  of  the  best  in 
Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  Dolce  is  a  member  of  the  East 
Providence  Business  Men’s  Associa¬ 
tion,  Knights  of  Columbus,  Lodge 
Luce  Moderna  of  Sons  of  Italy,  Fede, 
Patria  e  Lavoro. 

On  July  20,  1924,  Mr.  Dolce 
married  in  Providence,  Bianca  Cam- 
patelli,  a  native  of  San  Giuliano 
Terme,  Province  of  Pisa,  Italy.  They 
are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
1.  Lydia;  2.  Rita.  Home:  189 
Waterman  Avenue.  Business  Address: 
287  Taunton  Avenue,  Six  Corners, 
East  Providence,  R.  I. 


FEOLE,  Eugenio 

Music  teacher;  born  in  Roccamon- 
fina.  Province  of  Naples,  Italy,  April 
7,  1891,  the  son  of  Giovanni  and 
Antonia  (Coletti)  Feole. 

Following  his  elementary  education, 
he  immigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
1  906.  After  a  few  years  he  went  back 
to  Italy  to  complete  his  education.  He 
first  attended  a  preparatory  school  and 
later  entered  the  Musical  Conservatory 
San  Pietro  a  Maiella,  in  Naples, 
where  he  specialized  in  band  instru- 
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mentation  and  composition,  graduating 
in  1922. 

In  1938  he  returned  to  Providence 
where  he  is  taking  a  leading  part  in 
Italo-American  musical  activities.  Ma¬ 
estro  Feole  is  the  author  of  many  classi¬ 
cal  compositions  for  band.  In  1925  he 
married  Lucia  De  Luca. 


FIOCCA,  Gaspare  A. 

Businessman  and  civic  worker;  born 
in  Carovilli,  Province  of  Campobasso, 
Italy,  May  26,  1897,  the  son  of  Au- 
relio  and  Carolina  (Fiocca)  Fiocca. 
His  father  who  immigrated  to  Oklaho¬ 
ma  in  1  884,  was  one  of  the  first  Italian 
immigrants  to  work  in  that  State,  then 
known  as  Indian  Territory. 

When  he  was  two  years  old,  his 
parents  settled  in  Denver,  Colorado, 
in  which  city  he  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools.  At  an 
early  age  he  began  his  apprenticeship 
at  the  machinest  trade.  In  1915  he 
left  Denver  for  Akron,  Ohio,  where 
he  continued  to  work  at  his  trade.  He 
then  joined  the  navy,  where  he  served 
until  1 922  as  aviation  mechanic.  Re¬ 
turning  to  civilian  life  in  Akron,  he 
was  engaged  as  salesman  until  he  moved 
to  Providence.  In  1927  he  established 
in  Providence  his  tile  business,  a  ven¬ 
ture  in  which  he  has  been  entirely  suc¬ 
cessful. 

A  man  of  broad  culture,  he  is  an 
earnest  and  hard  worker,  and  the  pos¬ 
sessor  of  an  intimate  knowledge  of 
human  nature. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Republican 
City  Committee,  and  takes  an  active 
interest  in  civic  and  social  affairs. 

On  June  12,  1926,  Mr.  Fiocca 
married  Ismalia  Amicarelli,  a  native  of 
Agnone,  Italy.  Mrs.  Fiocca,  president 
of  Circolo  Convivio,  is  widely  known 
for  her  leadership  in  Italy- American 
women’s  cultural  and  patriotic  organ¬ 
izations. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fiocca  are  the  parents 


of  two  children:  1 .  Ralph;  2.  Antonio. 
Home:  431  Mt.  Pleasant  avenue. 
Providence,  R.  I. 


FUSCELLARO,  Giacinto  G. 

Manufacturer  of  oil  burners ;  born 
in  Colli  al  Volturno,  Province  of  Cam¬ 
pobasso,  Italy,  October  18,  1883,  the 
son  of  Fiorangelo  and  Palma  Rosa 
(Di  Iorio)  Fuscellaro. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town.  Later,  he  attended 
private  school  and  at  the  same  time 
learned  the  carpenter  trade. 

At  the  age  of  1  6  he  immigrated  to 
the  United  States,  settling  in  Prov¬ 
idence,  Upon  arriving  in  Providence 
he  worked  as  a  carpenter  and  followed 
it  until  1921,  at  which  time  he  went 
into  business  for  himself  as  a  general 
contractor  and  builder. 

In  1932  he  invented  the  Acme  Oil 
Burner,  a  superior  type  of  oil  burner 
which  he  had  patented  in  1 934.  The 
Acme  Tool  &  Gage  Company  was 
established  in  Providence,  to  manu¬ 
facture  Acme  Oil  Burners  for  steam, 
hot  water,  hot  air  and  air  conditioning. 
It  is  an  automatic,  clean,  modern  and 
economical  device,  suitable  for  any  type 
of  building. 

Under  Mr.  Fuscellaro’s  direction  the 
Acme  Tool  &  Gauge  Company  has 
grown  to  be  one  of  the  largest  plants 
of  its  kind  in  the  State.  Through  his 
creative  efforts  Acme  oil  burners  are 
now  distributed  throughout  the  United 
States  and  parts  of  Europe. 

Active  in  the  civic,-  social  and  fra¬ 
ternal  affairs  of  the  North  End  section, 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Italo-American 
Citizens  Club. 

On  October  22,  1905,  Mr.  Fuscel¬ 
laro  married  Maria  Rossi.  They  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  four  children :  1 . 
Fiorangelo;  2.  Mrs.  Palma  Rosa  Ro- 
tondi;  3.  Mrs.  Adelina  Famiglietti; 
4.  Antonietta. 

Mr.  Fuscellaro  is  sole  owner  of  the 
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Acme  Tool  &  Gauge  Company,  and 
his  office  is  at  235-237  Charles  street, 
Providence,  R.  I.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fus- 
cellaro  maintain  their  home  at  1 20 
Langdon  street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


FERRI,  Vincent  J, 

Registered  pharmacist ;  born  in  Cap¬ 
riati  al  Volturno,  Province  of  Campo- 
basso,  Italy,  August  27,  1887,  the 
son  of  Giovanni  and  Marzia  (Bucci) 
Ferri.  His  father  immigrated  to  Rhode 
Island  in  1885.  When  three  months 
old  he  was  brought  to  the  United 
States  by  his  mother  to  join  his  father 
in  Providence. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Johnston  and  Rhode  Island  College  of 
Pharmacy,  from  which  he  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Ph.G.  in  1910.  He 
passed  the  examination  of  the  R.  I. 
Board  of  Pharmacy  in  1910.  For 
many  years  he  conducted  a  pharmacy 
at  the  corner  of  Atwells  avenue  and 
Knight  street.  For  the  past  eight  years 
he  has  been  the  owner  of  a  flourishing 
pharmacy  in  the  busiest  section  of 
Broad  street. 

On  January  12,  1911,  Mr.  Ferri 
married  Benedetta  Bartolomeo,  a  native 
of  Johnston.  They  became  the  parents 
of  five  children:  1.  Martha;  2.  Vin¬ 
cent;  3.  Etta;  4.  Anthony;  5.  Ray¬ 
mond. 

Mr.  Ferri’s  pharmacy  is  at  279 
Broad  street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


FERRARA,  Herman  D. 

Lawyer  and  public  official ;  born  in 
Providence,  July  28,  1910,  the  son 
of  Pasquale  and  Rose  (Lepera)  Fer¬ 
rara,  both  natives  of  Acri,  Province  of 
Cosenza,  Italy. 

He  attended  the  Providence  public 
schools  and  Technical  High  School, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1 928 ; 


following  two  years  spent  at  Provi¬ 
dence  College,  he  entered  Georgetown 
University  Law  School,  from  which 
he  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bach¬ 
elor  of  Law  in  1  933. 

He  was  admitted  to  the  Rhode 
Island  bar  in  March,  1 934,  and  en¬ 
tered  immediately  in  the  active  practice 
of  law  in  Providence. 

A  staunch  supporter  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  Party,  in  1936  he  was  elected 
Representative  from  the  1 4th  District, 
and  was  re-elected  in  1938.  He  is  very 
active  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties, 
serving  on  the  important  judiciary  com¬ 
mittee  and  on  the  Commission  of  Inter- 
State  Cooperation. 

He  is  a  member  of  Sigma  Nu  Phi, 
the  national  legal  fraternity. 

Mr.  Ferrara’s  office  is  at  305  Turks 
Head  Building,  Providence,  R.  I. 


FRATANTUONO,  Joseph 

Registered  pharmacist ;  born  in  Marsi- 
covetere,  Province  of  Potenza,  Italy, 
December  8,  1884,  the  son  of  Frank 
Domenico  and  Anna  Rosa  (Morena) 
Fratantuono.  Educated  in  the  Provi¬ 
dence  public  schools,  Evening  High 
School  and  at  Rhode  Island  College 
of  Pharmacy,  Ph.G.,  1903.  He  con¬ 
tinued  his  studies  taking  a  post  gradu¬ 
ate  course  and  received  the  degree  ol 
Phar.  D.,  in  1905.  Formerly:  in  charge 
of  pharmaceutical  laboratory  at  Bland- 
ing  &  Blanding.  Instructor  of  Chemistry 
at  R.  I.  College  of  Pharmacy,  1912- 
13.  Since  1908  owner  of  Fratantuo- 
no’s  Pharmacy. 

Married  Maria  Domenica  Di  Sarro, 
1909.  Children:  1.  Francesco  Domen¬ 
ico,  a  physician;  2.  Mary,  a  pharma¬ 
cist;  3.  Anna  Rose,  a  graduate  nurse 
and  instructor  at  R.  I.  Hospital;  4. 
Joseph,  a  student  at  R.  I.  State  Col¬ 
lege;  5.  Peter,  a  student;  6.  Anthony 
Caesar,  a  student.  Address:  106 
Knight  street.  Providence,  R.  I. 
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FORTINI,  Bernardina  Angelina 

Pianist  and  teacher  of  piano  forte; 
born  in  Thornton,  City  of  Cranston, 
R.  I.,  January  30,  1919,  the  daughter 
of  Carlo  and  Angelina  (Carlino)  For- 
tini,  who  were  born  respectively  at 
Prata  Sannita,  and  Mondragone,  Italy, 
The  Fortinis  immigrated  to  Rhode 
Island  some  fifty  years  ago,  settling 
in  Thornton.  A  street  in  the  village  of 
Thornton,  called  Fortini  street,  is  named 
after  the  Fortini  family. 

She  attended  the  public  schools  at 
Meshanticut  Park  and  Cranston  High 
School,  graduating  in  1937.  While 
at  the  Cranston  High  School  she  re¬ 
ceived  many  honor  certificates:  a  cer¬ 
tificate  for  complete  theory  of  Gregg 
shorthand;  a  certificate  as  competent 
typist;  a  certificate  on  the  progress  of 
typewriting ;  a  certificate  on  Gregg 
Transcription  Test. 

At  the  age  of  ten  she  began  the 
study  of  music  under  Maestro  Mazzuc- 
chelli. .Later  she  studied  under  Maestro 
D’Alessio  and  Beatrice  Wald.  In 
1937  she  enrolled  at  the  New  England 
Conservatory  of  Music  in  Boston, 
where  she  completed  her  musical  edu¬ 
cation  specializing  in  piano  and  in  the 
technique  of  teaching. 

A  promising  and  popular  young  pi¬ 
anist,  Miss  Fortini  is  a  member  ol 
Convivio  Club,  a  founder  and  member 
of  Mozart  Club. 

Miss  Fortini’s  piano  studio  is  at  1  28 
Hillwood  street,  Cranston.  R.  I. 


FERRARA,  Bernard  F„  M.D. 

Born  in  Providence,  April  1  6,  1  908, 
the  son  of  Scipione  and  Angelina 
(Baccari)  Ferrara.  His  father,  an  out¬ 
standing  jewelry  craftsman  and  pop¬ 
ular  actor,  was  a  native  of  Palena, 
Province  of  Chieti,  Italy,  who  came  to 
Providence  in  1900,  and  died  in  1927. 

Dr.  Ferrara  received  his  education 
in  the  local  public  schools  and  Tech¬ 


nical  High  School,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1 926.  He  thereafter  at¬ 
tended  Providence  College,  completed 
there  his  pre-medical  course,  and  grad¬ 
uated  with  the  degree  of  B.Ph.  in 
1930.  Immediately  afterwards  he  ma¬ 
triculated  at  St.  Louis  University  School 
of  Medicine,  from  which  he  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  M.D.,  in  1934. 
Following  the  completion  of  his  in- 
terneship  at  St.  Mary  Group  of  Hos¬ 
pitals,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  he  returned  to 
Providence  and  passed  the  required 
State  Board  medical  examination  in 
October,  1935.  Later  he  became  1st 
Lieutenant  in  the  Medical  Reserve  un¬ 
der  the  War  Department,  assigned  to 
the  7th  Corps  Area,  serving  there  until 
December  1,  1939.  Following  his  re¬ 
turn  to  Providence,  he  entered  the 
active  practice  of  medicine  on  Decem¬ 
ber  26,  1939. 

Dr.  Ferrara  is  a  member  of  the 
Providence  Medical  Society  and  Mal¬ 
pighi  Medical  Club. 

On  December  9,  1936,  Dr.  Fer¬ 
rara  married  Ann  Thorpe,  a  native  of 
Providence.  They  are  the  parents  of 
one  child:  Joanne.  Office:  21  1  Web¬ 
ster  avenue.  Providence,  R.  I. 


FEMINO.  Richard  D„  M.D. 

Born  in  Providence,  April  1  0,  1905, 
the  son  of  Antonio  and  Grazia  (Fem- 
ino)  Femino,  both  natives  of  Salice, 
Province  of  Messina,  Italy. 

He  attended  the  local  public  schools 
and  Technical  High  School,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1926.  He  then 
spent  one  year  at  Brown  University. 
Having  a  bent,  too,  for  music,  from 
Brown  he  jomed  an  orchestra  and  for 
two  years  travelled  throughout  Europe 
and  South  America.  Returning  to  Prov¬ 
idence,  he  resumed  his  studies  at  Brown 
and  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Ph.B. 
in  1932.  He  thereafter  entered  Tufts 
Medical  College,  from  which  he  grad¬ 
uated  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in 
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1937.  Following  his  graduation  from 
medical  school,  he  served  interneship  at 
Cambridge  City  Hospital,  Cambridge, 
Mass. 

Dr.  Femino  is  a  diplomate  of  the 
National  Board  of  Medical  Examin¬ 
ers. 

His  professional,  social  and  fraternal 
affiliations  include  Providence  Medical 
Society,  Malpighi  Medical  Club, 
Lambda  Phi  Mu,  the  Italian  medical 
fraternity.  Office:  666  Douglas  ave¬ 
nue,  Providence,  R.  I. 


FORTUNATO,  Stephen  J.,  M.D. 

Born  in  Wilmington,  Del.,  Novem¬ 
ber  16,  1912,  the  son  of  Agostino 
Fortunato,  a  native  of  Salerno,  Italy, 
and  Victoria  (Fidanza)  Fortunato, 
American  born. 

Following  his  primary  education  at 
St.  Paul  Parochial  School,  he  attended 
the  Wilmington  High  School,  gradu¬ 
ating  in  1 930.  He  then  entered  the 
University  of  Virginia,  receiving  his 
degree  of  B.  S.  in  1933,  and  the  de¬ 
gree  of  M.  D.  in  June,  1937.  He 
spent  his  interneship  at  St.  Joseph’s 
Hospital,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Dr.  Fortunato  is  associated  with  the 
staffs  of  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital  and 
Homeopathic  Hospital. 

Dr.  Fortunato’s  fraternal  and  pro¬ 
fessional  affiliations  include  Providence 
Lodge  of  Elks;  Alpha  Kappa  Kappa, 
medical  fraternity ;  Providence  Medi¬ 
cal  Association.  Office:  273  Webster 
avenue.  Providence,  R.  I. 


FRANSOSI,  Salvatore  John 

Pianist,  teacher  and  composer;  born 
in  Providence,  November  9,  1911,  the 
son  of  Anthony  and  Anna  (Oddi) 
Fransosi,  both  natives  of  Italy. 

He  attended  the  local  public  schools 
and  Holy  Ghost  Parochial  School, 


from  which  he  graduated  in  1  926.  He 
then  attended  for  three  and  a  half 
years  the  Commercial  High  School. 

At  the  age  of  ten  he  began  his  mu¬ 
sical  education  under  Maestro  Arturo 
Mariano,  where  he  studied  for  seven 
years.  Continuing  his  studies,  he  spe¬ 
cialized  in  piano  and  composition  un¬ 
der  Alexander  Rihm,  for  one  year ; 
under  Felix  Fox  of  Boston  and  New 
York,  for  two  years;  under  Professor 
Hitchcock  of  Brown  University ;  at 
present  he  is  perfecting  his  education 
under  Julius  Chaloff  of  Boston.  When 
only  fourteen  he  appeared  in  a  radio 
recital  at  WJAR.  In  1934  he  was 
engaged  to  appear  in  a  television  broad¬ 
cast  at  WJAR.  In  addition  to  his 
many  appearances  as  a  soloist  and  ac¬ 
companist  in  many  recitals,  he  has  also 
played  for  many  famous  singers  of  both 
radio  and  screen. 

Maestro  Fransosi  is  a  member  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Musicians. 

On  November  9,  1936,  Maestro 
Fransosi  married  Evelyn  Sarro,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Pontecorvo,  Italy.  They  are 
the  parents  of  two  children :  1 .  Annice ; 
2.  Joyce.  Studio:  44  Washington 
street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


FIDANZA,  Antonio  G„  M,D. 

An  Italo-American,  native  of  Wil¬ 
mington,  Del.,  who  has  risen  to  a  posi¬ 
tion  of  importance  among  the  Italians 
of  Silver  Lake  section  is  Dr.  Antonio 
G.  Fidanza.  He  is  serving  as  State 
senator  from  Johnston. 


FAMIGLIETTI,  Armand  R..  D.M.D, 

Born  in  Providence,  August  26, 
1 909,  the  son  of  Pasquale  and  Car- 
mela  (Masi)  Famiglietti,  who  were 
born  respectively  at  Frigento,  Province 
of  Avellino,  and  Marzano  Appio, 
Province  of  Naples,  Italy. 

Dr.  Famiglietti  was  educated  in  the 
Providence  public  schools  and  Tech- 
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meal  High  School,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1927;  he  then  entered 
Providence  College  and  graduated  in 
1929,  receiving  a  certificate  of  pre¬ 
medical  studies;  he  afterwards  studied 
at  Tuft’s  Dental  College  and  grad¬ 
uated  in  1 933  with  the  degree  of  D. 
M.  D.  Dr.  Famighetti  is  registered 
to  practice  dentistry  in  Rhode  Island, 
and  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Providence  since 

1933. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  R.  I.  Dental 
Society  and  American  Dental  Asso¬ 
ciation.  He  is  a  4th  degree  Knight  of 
Columbus,  being  a  member  of  St.  An¬ 
thony  Council,  Knights  of  Columbus. 
His  other  social  and  fraternal  affilia¬ 
tions  include  the  Aurora  Club  and 
Lodge  Vittoria  of  Order  Sons  of  Italy. 

On  October  22,  1934,  Dr.  Fami- 
glietti  married  Elena  Albanese.  Office: 
524  Charles  street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


FAMIGLIETTI,  Joseph  Anthony 

General  contractor;  born  in  Frigen- 
to.  Province  of  Avellino,  Italy,  Jan¬ 
uary  28,  1 883,  the  son  of  Carmine 
and  Maria  Antonia  (Guerriero)  Fami- 
glietti.  His  father,  a  well-known  citizen 
of  Frigento,  visited  the  United  States 
in  1878,  remained  here  for  two  months, 
and  then  returned  to  Italy. 

Joseph  Anthony  Famighetti  re¬ 
ceived  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town.  After  leav¬ 
ing  school,  he  studied  privately,  and 
gained  a  thorough  knowledge  of  all  the 
details  of  carpentering  and  masonry. 
In  1 902  he  immigrated  to  the  United 
States,  settling  in  Providence.  Upon 
his  arrival  here,  he  worked  at  his  trade 
with  several  large  contractors,  devot¬ 
ing  his  spare  time  in  the  evenings  in 
studying  at  the  Rhode  Island  School 
of  Design.  Being  an  exceedingly  am¬ 
bitious  and  enterprising  character,  he 
severed  his  connection  with  the  com¬ 
panies  which  then  employed  him  and 
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went  into  business  for  himself,  starting 
his  general  contracting  business.  He  has 
been  very  successful  and  has  done  a 
very  large  part  of  the  excellent  work 
in  the  construction  of  brick  buildings 
and  brick  houses  throughout  the  city 
and  state,  in  which  field  he  specializes. 
Mr.  Famighetti  is  one  of  the  leading 
Italo-American  business  men  in  Provi¬ 
dence,  and  his  high  standing  in  the 
community  is  due  entirely  to  his  diligent 
industry  and  his  exact  comprehensive 
knowledge  of  the  contracting  and  con¬ 
struction  business. 

Mr.  Famighetti  is  engaged  in  busi¬ 
ness  under  the  name  of  The  Hope 
Building  Company,  Inc.,  of  which  he 
is  president  and  treasurer.  He  is  also 
treasurer  of  the  State  Lumber  Com¬ 
pany,  Inc.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Elks 
and  Knights  of  Columbus. 

In  November,  1905,  Mr.  Fami- 
glietti  married  Mary  Carmela  Barone, 
a  native  of  Providence.  They  are  the 
parents  of  one  son,  Ernest  Romeo 
Famighetti.  Home:  754  Charles 
street.  Office:  36  Exchange  Place, 
Providence,  R.  I. 
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FERRARIS,  Felix 

Assistant  secretary,  Foreign  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Industrial  Trust  Company; 
born  at  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  May  20, 
1895,  the  son  of  Giovanni  and  Angela 
Ferraris,  who  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1891  from  Borgofranco,  D’lvrea, 
Province  of  Aosta,  Italy.  Family  re¬ 
moved  to  New  York  City  in  1898. 

He  was  graduated  from  Stuyvesant 
High  School  in  1912,  and  Cornell  Uni¬ 
versity  in  1916.  Served  in  the  United 
States  Navy  during  World  War.  In 
1919  he  entered  the  banking  business 
in  New  York  City.  Came  to  Provi¬ 
dence  in  1 924  as  assistant  manager 
of  the  Foreign  Department  of  the  In¬ 
dustrial  Trust  Company  and  assistant 
secretary  since  1931. 

Mr.  Ferraris  is  chairman  of  the 
Foreign  Trade  Committee  of  the  Provi¬ 
dence  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Federal  Hill  House 
Board,  and  a  Trustee  of  North  Provi¬ 
dence  Library. 

His  professional,  civic  and  social  af¬ 
filiations  include  Italo-American  Club 
of  Rhode  Island,  Aurora  Club  of 
Rhode  Island,  American  Legion,  Al¬ 
pha  Phi  Delta  Fraternity,  and  other 
organizations. 

In  1  923,  Mr.  Ferraris  married  Anne 
Basile  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  They  are 
the  parents  of  two  daughters  and  re¬ 
side  in  North  Providence. 


GARGANESE,  John 

Business  man;  born  in  Francavilla 
Fontana,  Province  of  Brindisi,  Italy, 
February  10,  1905,  the  son  of  Nicola 
and  Giuseppina  (Di  Castri)  Garga- 
nese,  both  natives  of  the  same  town. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town,  and  at  the  age  of  thir¬ 
teen  came  to  the  United  States  to  join 
his  father  in  Providence.  For  several 
years  he  worked  as  a  barber  in  leading 
tonsorial  shops.  In  1933  he  went  :o 


work  in  a  grocery  store  conducted  by 
his  father  where  he  learned  all  the  de¬ 
tails  of  the  grocery  business.  In  1939 
he  established  his  own  grocery  business 
under  the  name  of  United  Coffee  Store, 
where  he  specializes  in  high  grade  coffee 
and  superior  Italian  products. 

Mr.  Garganese  is  a  reliable,  ener¬ 
getic  and  industrious  young  business 
man,  and  the  success  of  his  venture  is 
a  tribute  to  his  business  ability. 

On  February  11,  1935,  Mr.  Gar¬ 
ganese  married  Victoria  Maini,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Providence. 

Mr.  Garganese’s  United  Coffee 
Store  is  at  578  Charles  street.  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I. 


GUADAGNI.  Paolo 

Founder  of  the  confectionery  and 
fancy  pastry  establishment  bearing  the 
same  name;  born  in  Pomigliano 
D’Arco,  Province  of  Naples,  Italy, 
April  1 6,  1 866,  the  son  of  Antonio 
and  Carmela  Mastracchio  Guadagni. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town,  and  at  the  early  age 
of  thirteen  began  to  learn  the  confec¬ 
tionery  trade,  perfecting  his  knowledge 
in  Naples,  where  he  also  learned  the 
fancy  pastry  trade  from  all  angles.  Up¬ 
on  his  return  to  his  native  town  from 
Naples  he  immediately  started  in  bus¬ 
iness  for  himself  and  followed  it  until 
he  came  to  these  shores. 

Upon  his  arrival  here  in  1906,  he 
at  once  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
high  grade  Italian  confectionery,  wed¬ 
ding  cakes  and  fancy  pastry.  Since  he 
started  his  business  in  Providence, 
Paolo  Guadagni  has  not  only  gained 
the  confidence  of  his  clients  for  the 
excellence  of  his  products,  but  he  has 
also  made  it  one  of  the  largest  and  best 
equipped  of  its  kind  in  New  England. 

Mr.  Guadagni  married  twice.  His 
first  wife,  Genoveffa  Dascoli,  died  in 
Naples  in  1904.  Surviving  children  of 
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that  marriage  are:  1.  Giulio;  2.  Vir- 
gilio.  In  1 908  he  married  his  second 
wife,  Rosa  Romano. 

The  business  founded  by  Paolo 
Guadagni  is  now  owned  by  his  son, 
Virgilio  Guadagni,  and  operated  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  V.  Gaudagni  &  Sons, 
with  factory  at  649  Admiral  street, 
and  two  spacious,  well  equipped  stores, 
one  at  639  Admiral  street,  and  the 
other  at  242  Atwells  avenue.  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I. 


GEREMIA.  Edward 

Lawyer;  born  in  Providence,  Feb¬ 
ruary  4,  1912,  the  son  of  John  and 
Immacolata  (Russillo)  Geremia,  who 
were  born  respectively  at  Vairano  Pate- 
nora,  and  Frosolone,  Italy. 

He  was  educated  in  the  Providence 
public  schools  and  Technical  High 
School,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
1 930.  He  then  attended  the  Rhode 
Island  State  College,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1934  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Science.  While  at 
Rhode  Island  State  College,  he 
majored  in  political  science,  economics 
and  history  of  social  legislation.  He 
then  pursued  his  studies  at  Harvard 
Law  School  and  Boston  University 
Law  School,  graduating  from  the  lat¬ 
ter  institution  with  the  degree  of  Bach¬ 
elor  of  Laws  after  majoring  in  the 
Study  of  Federal  and  State  Administra¬ 
tion  of  Social  Security  Legislation. 

Mr.  Geremia  was  admitted  to  the 
Rhode  Island  bar  on  May  19,  1939. 
In  the  same  year  he  was  appointed 
legal  consultant  to  the  State  Department 
of  Social  Welfare. 

His  professional  affiliations  include 
Tau  Kappa  Alpha,  the  honorary  col¬ 
legiate  debating  fraternity;  Beta  Psi 
Alpha,  the  Italian  fraternity  of  R.  I. 
State  College  of  which  he  was  one  of 
the  founders.  Office:  Turk’s  Head 
Building,  Providence,  R.  I. 


GEMMA.  Albert 

General  contractor;  born  in  Arce, 
Province  of  Frosinone,  Italy,  the  son 
of  Bernardo  and  Filomena  Calcagni 
Gemma. 

When  an  infant  he  was  brought  lo 
the  United  States  by  his  parents  in 
1912,  who  settled  in  Providence.  He 
was  educated  in  the  local  public  schools 
until  the  age  of  sixteen,  at  which  time 
he  went  to  work  to  learn  carpentry 
and  cabinet  making.  In  the  meantime 
he  attended  the  Evening  High  School 
and  Rhode  Island  School  of  Design, 
where  in  addition  to  English  he  studied 
architectural  designing  and  draftsman¬ 
ship. 

In  1930,  when  only  nineteen  years 
old,  he  started  his  business  as  a  general 
contractor,  specializing  in  building  fine 
homes,  a  business  which  has  prospered 
and  expanded  under  his  personal  direc¬ 
tion. 

On  April  23,  1936,  he  married 
Maria  P.  Melucci,  a  native  of  Provi¬ 
dence.  They  became  the  parents  of  two 
children:  1.  Jeannette;  2.  Marie  Ann. 
Office:  12  Raritan  avenue.  Providence, 

R.  I. 


GUCCIONE,  Giuseppe 

Businessman ;  born  in  Comiso,  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Siracusa,  Italy,  February  10, 
1  880,  the  son  of  Salvatore  and  Nun- 
ziata  (Muccio)  Guccione,  also  natives 
of  Comiso. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town  until  the  age  of  four¬ 
teen,  at  which  time  he  began  to  work 
for  his  father  as  a  miller.  In  1 906  he 
immigrated  to  the  United  States,  set¬ 
tling  in  New  York  City,  where  he  be¬ 
came  a  wage  earner,  beginning  as  a 
dock  worker.  In  1 908  he  visited  his 
native  Sicily,  returning  to  New  York 
City  in  1  909.  Upon  his  return  to  New 
York  he  started  in  business  for  himself, 
establishing  a  travelling  grocery  store 
distributing  Italian  food  products,  spe- 
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cializing  in  imported  olive  oil.  While 
in  New  York  City,  he  travelled 
throughout  the  principal  cities  of  the 
United  States  introducing  his  products. 
After  his  marriage  in  1  9 1  1 ,  he  moved 
his  business  to  Providence,  making  this 
city  his  home. 

Mr.  Guccione,  the  only  Italian  en¬ 
gaged  in  conducting  a  travelling  Italian 
grocery  business,  is  known  for  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  his  venture  and  for  the  high 
quality  of  his  products. 

During  his  thirty  years  in  which  he 
has  been  engaged  in  business  in  the 
United  States,  he  has  won  a  high  repu¬ 
tation  for  honesty,  reliability  and  in¬ 
dustry.  His  sterling  qualities  and  high 
standards  of  business  dealing  have  won 
for  him  the  confidence  of  his  clients 
and  friends. 

On  April  23,  1911,  Mr.  Guccione 
married  in  New  York  City,  Maria 
Salomone,  a  native  of  Sciacca,  Italy, 
but  brought  up  and  educated  in  New 
York  since  she  was  two  months  old. 
They  became  the  parents  of  six  chil¬ 
dren  :  1 .  Mrs.  Anna  Lombari ;  2. 

Mrs.  Susie  Milillo ;  3.  Ella  Josephine ; 


4.  Nunziata;  5.  Salvatore  Anthony; 
6.  Palmo  Joseph. 

Mr.  Guccione  conducts  his  travelling 
grocery  business  under  the  name  of  G. 
Guccione.  Address:  748  Atwells  ave¬ 
nue,  Providence,  R.  I. 


GENTILE.  Herman  A. 

Osteopathic  physician  ;  born  in  Prov¬ 
idence,  February  10,  1913,  the  son  of 
Michael  Gentile  and  Bessie  (Bloom) 
Gentile.  His  father  is  a  son  of  early 
immigrants  from  Pietravairano,  Italy. 

Dr.  Gentile  attended  the  Providence 
public  schools  and  Classical  High 
School,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
1930.  He  then  studied  for  three  years 
at  Providence  College.  He  thereafter 
entered  the  Philadelphia  College  of 
Osteopathy,  from  which  he  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Osteo¬ 
pathy  in  1 938.  He  spent  one  year  in- 
temeship  at  the  Rhode  Island  Osteo¬ 
pathic  Hospital. 

He  began  the  active  practice  of  his 
profession  in  July,  1 938. 

At  present  he  is  a  member  of  the 
staff  of  the  Osteopathic  Hospital. 

His  professional  affiliations  include 
the  National  Osteopathic  Association. 
Office:  580  Chalkstone  avenue.  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I. 


GIOLITTI,  Mario 

Treasurer  and  manager  of  the  Silver 
Lake  Loan  and  Investment  Company, 
and  prominent  in  Italo-American  social, 
civic  and  fraternal  circles ;  born  in 
Turin,  Italy,  October  15,  1901,  the 
son  of  Camillo  and  Giulia  (Rocca) 
Giolitti,  who  were  born  respectively  at 
Turin  and  Milan,  Italy. 

He  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Genoa  and  following 
his  graduation  from  the  Technical 
School  enrolled  at  the  Royal  Nautical 
School  Vittorio  Emanuele  II,  of  Genoa, 
from  which  he  graduated  on  July  1  8, 
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1  920,  with  the  grade  of  high  sea  cap¬ 
tain. 

He  began  his  active  career  in  the 
Royal  Italian  Navy,  serving  as  chief 
steering  officer  on  submarines  and  mine 
sweepers  doing  service  on  the  Adriatic 
Sea  until  1921.  He  then  entered  the 
service  of  Lloyd  Sabaudo  as  deck  offi¬ 
cer  and  rose  subsequently  to  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  first  purser  on  the  liner  Conte 
Verde,  serving  until  1925.  Following 
the  termination  of  his  brilliant  career 
in  the  Italian  merchant  navy,  Mr.  Gio- 
litti  immigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
1925,  settling  in  Providence. 

Upon  his  coming  to  Providence  he 
immediately  entered  the  employ  of  M. 
Thomas  Marcello,  importer,  with  which 
concern  he  spent  the  first  years  of  his 
American  experience.  Since  1937  he 
has  been  treasurer  and  manager  of  the 
Silver  Lake  Loan  and  Investment  Com¬ 
pany,  a  position  which  he  ably  fills  to 
the  satisfaction  of  his  superiors  and  the 
public  as  well. 

A  man  of  broad  culture  and  business 
ability,  Mr.  Giolitti  is  a  Past  Grand 
Assistant  Venerable  of  the  Order  Sons 
of  Italy;  a  member  of  Lodge  Piave, 
the  Elks,  Unitas  Club  and  other  or¬ 
ganizations. 

On  October  1,  1925,  Mr.  Giolitti 
married  Enrichetta  Marcello.  They  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  three  children :  1 . 
Mario;  2.  Enrico;  3.  Giulia.  Home: 
425  Laurel  Hill  avenue,  Cranston, 
R.  I. 


GALASSO,  Domenico 

Businessman;  born  in  Francavilla 
Fontana,  Province  of  Brindisi,  Italy, 
June  7,  1891,  the  son  of  Francesco 
and  Concetta  (Costantina)  Galasso. 

At  an  early  age  he  was  put  to  work 
helping  his  father  in  taking  care  of 
gardens  and  farms.  In  1907  he  immi¬ 
grated  to  the  United  States,  settling  in 


Providence.  Upon  arriving  here  he 
worked  in  various  occupations.  In  1919 
he  bought  a  car  and  became  a  jitney 
driver.  He  then  went  into  business  in 
cars  for  hire  and  later  into  the  taxi 
business.  At  present  he  is  engaged  in 
the  trucking  and  general  automobile 
business. 

Mr.  Galasso  is  active  in  the  civic, 
social  and  fraternal  affairs  in  the  Silver 
Lake  section. 

On  December  6,  1914,  Mr.  Galasso 
married  Bessie  Pezzullo,  a  native  of 
Hughesdale.  They  became  the  parents 
of  the  following  children :  1 .  Francesco ; 
2.  Concetta;  3.  Margaret;  4.  Rosina; 
5.  Paolina;  6.  Domenico;  7.  Anthony; 
8.  Raymond. 

Mr.  Galasso’s  business  place  is  at 
1  70  Laurel  Hill  avenue.  Providence, 

R.  I. 


GRECO,  Amalio  Edward, 

Rev,  P.S.M. 

Born  in  Providence,  October  2 1 , 
1915,  the  son  of  Giovanni  and  Maria 
(Sardarelli)  Greco,  natives  of  Vairano 
Patenora,  Italy.  His  parents  are  among 
the  earliest  settlers  of  the  Silver  Lake 
section. 

Fr.  Greco  received  his  education  in 
the  local  public  schools  and  at  La  Salle 
Academy,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
1933.  He  then  studied  for  one  year  at 
Noviziato  Missionario  Pallottini,  at 
Rocca  Priora,  Province  of  Rome.  He 
afterwards  spent  five  years  at  Collegio 
Regina  Degli  Apostoli,  in  Rome,  Italy. 
He  was  ordained  to  the  priesthood  July 
30,  1 939,  and  celebrated  his  first 
Mass  July  31,  1939,  at  the  Church  of 
Regina  Degli  Apostoli,  Rome,  Italy. 
After  his  ordination  he  immediately  re¬ 
turned  to  the  United  States.  At  present 
he  is  connected  with  St.  Leo’s  Church, 
Baltimore,  Md. 
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GRILLI,  Anthony 

Lawyer ;  born  in  Providence,  Sep¬ 
tember  1 4,  1 908,  the  son  of  Ernesto 
and  Maria  Sofia  (Ursillo)  Grilli,  who 
were  born  respectively  at  Cassino,  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Frosinone,  Italy,  and  Marzano 
Appio,  Province  of  Naples,  Italy. 

Following  his  primary  education  he 
attended  Classical  High  School  two 
years  and  then  he  was  compelled  to  in¬ 
terrupt  his  studies  because  of  illness. 
Resuming  his  studies  he  attended  the 
Technical  High  School  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1927.  Thereafter  he  en¬ 
tered  Providence  College,  from  which 
he  graduated  with  the  degree  of  B.  Ph. 
in  1931.  Later,  he  took  up  the  study  of 
law  at  Georgetown  University  School 
of  Law,  from  which  he  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  LL.  B.  in  1934. 

While  attending  high  school  and 
Providence  College  he  worked  under 
Jack  Martin  as  assistant  high  school 
sports  editor  for  the  Providence  Jour¬ 
nal  and  Evening  Bulletin.  In  the  last 
year  of  his  law  school  at  Georgetown 
University,  he  worked  at  the  Govern¬ 
ment  Printing  Office  in  Washington, 
D.  C.,  in  order  to  help  in  financing  his 
education.  Following  his  graduation 
from  the  law  school  he  worked  for  one 
year  with  the  Re-settlement  Adminis¬ 
tration  in  Washington,  D.  C.  Upon  his 
return  to  Providence  he  first  worked 
as  salesman  for  Metz  Paper  Company 
and  later  for  a  government  project 
called  the  Consumers  Purchases  Study. 
In  March,  1937,  he  was  appointed 
assistant  supervisor  of  Domestic  Rela¬ 
tions,  Department  of  Public  Welfare, 
of  the  City  of  Providence,  serving  until 
September,  1939.  On  November  5, 
1937,  Mr.  Grilli  was  admitted  to  the 
Rhode  Island  bar,  at  which  time  he 
entered  the  practice  of  law  in  Provi¬ 
dence. 

On  October  12,  1932,  Mr.  Grilli 
married  Adelina  Cantino.  They  are  the 
parents  of  three  children :  1 .  Anthony 


Ernest;  2.  Ernest  Albert;  3.  Albert 
John.  Office:  908  Union  Trust  Build¬ 
ing,  Providence,  R.  I. 


GIORDANO.  Simone 

Businessman;  born  in  Palazzolo 
Acreide,  Province  of  Siracusa,  Italy, 
November  19,  1891,  the  son  of  Sebas- 
tiano  and  Sebastiana  (Lombardo) 
Giordano. 

At  the  age  of  nine  he  left  school 
and  began  to  learn  the  coppersmith 
trade  from  his  father.  He  followed  his 
trade  until  he  immigrated  to  this  coun¬ 
try  in  1914.  Upon  his  arrival  here  he 
was  first  employed  in  doing  roofing 
work.  He  next  entered  the  Bernor  Mill 
at  Georgiaville.  Being  a  man  of  natural 
intelligence  and  business  ability,  in 
1 920  he  established  a  business  of  h:s 
own,  starting  a  spaghetti  and  macaroni 
manufacturing  plant,  with  an  adjoining 
large  grocery  store,  in  which  are  to  be 
found  the  finest  quality  of  cheese,  olive 
oil  and  other  Italian  products. 

Mr.  Giordano  is  affiliated  with  many 
social  and  fraternal  organizations,  in¬ 
cluding  Society  Palazzolo  Acreide.  He 
is  treasurer  of  Italian  Grocery  and  Mar- 
ketmen  Association.  A  successful  bus¬ 
iness  man,  he  is  also  a  splendid  type  of 
an  American  citizen. 

On  August  2,  1913,  he  married  in 
Italy,  Lucia  Gilistro.  Address :  414 
Atwells  avenue.  Providence,  R.  I. 


GALASSI.  Theodore  Vincent 

President,  Capitol  Marble  &  Tile 
Company,  Inc. ;  born  in  Carovilli,  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Campobasso,  Italy. 

After  receiving  his  education  in  the 
grammar  schools  of  his  native  town,  at 
the  age  of  twelve  he  began  to  learn 
the  marble  and  stone  business,  and  at 
fifteen  he  immigrated  to  the  United 
States,  settling  first  in  Philadelphia, 
where  he  remained  one  year.  He  then 
spent  four  years  in  Boston,  working  at 
his  trade,  moving  at  the  end  of  that 
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time  to  San  Francisco,  where  he  estab¬ 
lished  the  T.  V.  Galassi  Mosaic  Com¬ 
pany.  His  work  embracing  Roman, 
Venetian,  glass,  pearl  and  ceramic  mo¬ 
saic  decorations,  and  giving  employ¬ 
ment  to  seventy-five  of  those  working 
on  the  capitol  at  Sacramento,  where  the 
floors  were  decorated  with  California 
poppies.  Mr.  Galassi  was  also  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  decoration  of  the  United 
States  Post  Offices  at  San  Francisco 
and  Oakland,  Cal.,  and  Portland, 
Ore.,  and  on  the  battleships  at  Mare 
Island.  Among  the  many  public  build¬ 
ings  for  which  he  applied  the  decorative 
work  were  the  Union  Savings  Bank  at 
Oakland,  the  St.  Francis  Hotel,  San 
Francisco,  the  Columbus  Savings  & 
Loan  Company’s  buildings,  also  of 
San  Francisco,  and  the  following 
structures  all  of  which  are  in  the  same 
city:  the  buildings  of  the  Pacific  State 
Telegraph  and  Telephone  Company, 
the  Italian-American  Bank,  the  Yoko- 
homa  Specie  Bank,  the  Iroquois  Apart¬ 
ments,  the  Buckingham  Apartments,  the 
James  Flood  Building.  Some  of  those 
he  decorated  elsewhere  were  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  the  Union  Savings  Bank  at 
Oakland,  the  Central  Bank  at  the  same 
place,  the  library  buildings  at  Vellejo 
and  Berkeley,  churches  and  public 
buildings  at  Palo  Alto,  St.  Joseph’s 
Church,  the  new  Albee  Theatre,  old 
Keith’s,  new  Victory,  the  Jackson 
Building,  the  Dexter  Asylum  and  the 
Providence  College  Dormitory,  all 
these  in  Providence.  The  Junior  and 
Senior  High  School  buildings,  Paw¬ 
tucket,  R.  I.  He  also  decorated  State 
buildings  at  Howard,  R.  I.,  the  Narra- 
gansett  Pier  Post  Office,  the  Newport 
Training  Station,  St.  Luke’s  Hospital 
at  New  Bedford,  the  Sayles  Bleachery, 
and  many  of  the  large  mills  in  Rhode 
Island. 

He  has  also  worked  for  the  Bureau 
of  Mines,  United  States  Government, 
at  Pittsburgh,  finished  the  fourth  and 
fifth  floors  of  the  Federal  Building, 


and  all  the  tile  and  marble  work  for 
Walter  H.  Arnold  at  East  Greenwich. 
The  foregoing  is  only  a  partial  list  of 
Mr.  Galassi’s  contracts. 

Mr.  Galassi  has  also  made  a  repu¬ 
tation  as  an  inventor  for  devices  and 
appliances  applied  to  his  line  of  deco¬ 
rative  art.  On  the  occasions  of  the  Lit- 
torial  Exposition,  held  in  Bologna, 
Italy,  on  May  15-29,  1932,  Mr.  Ga¬ 
lassi  was  awarded  a  Diploma  of  Merit 
accompanied  by  Merit  Cross  and  Gold 
Medal  for  the  high  excellence  of  his 
contribution  to  decorative  art. 

Mr.  Galassi  married  in  Italy,  Lu- 
cietta  Milanese,  of  his  home  town,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  children:  Lilia;  Theodore  V.  Jr., 
born  August  13,  1915,  died  October 
26,  1916;  Italia  Victoria;  Irma  Bi¬ 
anca;  Vera;  Lucio  Mario. 

Mr.  Galassi  is  president  of  the  Cap¬ 
itol  Marble  &  Tile  Co.,  Inc.,  engaged 
in  the  tile,  slate,  mosaic  and  glass  bus¬ 
iness.  Office:  48  Oxford  street.  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I. 


GAMMINO,  Michael  A. 

President  and  treasurer,  M.  A. 
Gammino  Construction  Company.  One 
of  the  foremost  road  contractors  in 
Rhode  Island  and  widely  known  Italo- 
American.  American  born,  he  is  the  son 
of  the  late  Frank  A.  Gammino,  also 
a  road  contractor,  who  immigrated  to 
the  United  States  from  Basilicata, 
Italy,  back  in  the  late  ’70s  and  set¬ 
tled  in  Providence  in  the  late  ’90s. 

Mr.  Gammino  has  constructed  hun¬ 
dreds  of  miles  of  roads  in  Rhode  Is¬ 
land  and  other  sections  of  the  United 
States. 

On  July  1,  1907,  Mr.  Gammino 
married  Grazia  Pennacchia.  A  son-in- 
law  of  Mr.  Gammino  is  John  R.  Cioci, 
Representative  from  the  7th  Assembly 
District.  Home:  152  Columbia  avenue, 
Edgewood.  Office:  728  Valley  street. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
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GARGANESE.  Nicola 

Businessman;  born  in  Francavilla 
Fontana,  Province  of  Brindisi,  Italy, 
October  20,  1881,  the  son  of  Salvatore 
and  Antonietta  (Solazzo)  Garganese. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  and 
gymnasium  of  his  native  town.  After 
leaving  school  he  spent  five  years  as 
clerk  in  the  office  of  taxes  and  records 
of  the  town  of  Francavilla.  Later  he 
opened  a  cafe  and  liquor  store  which 
he  kept  until  he  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1905.  Upon  his  arriving  in 
Providence  he  obtained  employment  at 
F.  E.  Chester  Mfg.  Company  as  ship¬ 
ping  clerk,  and  worked  there  until  he 
started  his  own  business  under  the 
name  of  United  Coffee  Store,  special¬ 
izing  in  high  grade  roasted  coffee  and 
the  finest  Italian  groceries.  Mr.  Garga¬ 
nese,  a  man  of  education,  is  regarded  as 
a  very  able  and  successful  business 
man,  and  much  of  the  growth  of  his 
enterprise  must  be  attributed  to  his 
honesty  and  reliability.  Recently  he 
became  the  owner  of  the  property  at 
346  Atwells  avenue,  the  site  of  the 
old  Florence  Drug  Store,  which  was 
established  by  the  late  Dr.  V.  L.  Raia 
in  1  893. 

Mr.  Garganese  is  one  of  the  original 
founders  of  Lodge  Italia,  Order  Sons 
of  Italy;  founder  of  Camp  Garibaldi, 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 

Mr.  Garganese  married  in  Italy, 
November  25,  1903,  Giuseppina  Di 
Castri.  They  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  1.  Paul,  engaged  as  super¬ 
visor  for  the  Pioneer  Stores;  2.  John, 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business. 

Mr.  Garganese’s  United  Coffee 
Store  is  at  341  Atwells  avenue,  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I. 


GENTILE,  Anthony  A. 

Police  captain.  Providence  Police 
Department.  See  Page  165,  First  Edi¬ 
tion,  Italo-Americans  of  Rhode  Island, 

1936. 


COIA-HARRIS,  Anita  Dolores 

Pianist;  born  in  Providence,  the 
daughter  of  Philip  and  Giovanna  (Di 
Iorio)  Coia,  who  were  born  respec¬ 
tively,  at  Filignano,  and  Colletorto, 
Province  of  Campobasso,  Italy. 

She  attended  St.  Ann’s  Parochial 
School  and  St.  Xavier’s  Academy.  She 
then  studied  music  at  the  Providence 
College  of  Music,  directed  by  Dr. 
Wassili  Leps,  conductor  of  the  Provi¬ 
dence  Symphony  Orchestra.  While  at 
the  Providence  College  of  Music  she 
specialized  in  piano,  teaching  and  con¬ 
cert  work,  graduating  in  1932. 

Mrs.  Coia  Harris  has  successfully 
taught  piano  for  the  past  nine  years 
and  has  appeared  in  many  concerts  as 
pianist,  accompanist  and  assistant  artist. 
She  is  listed  as  a  member  of  the  faculty 
of  the  Providence  College  of  Music. 

She  holds  membership  in  the  N.  E. 
Council  of  Young  Republicans,  the 
Knights  of  Columbus  Auxiliary  and 
other  women’s  organizations. 

Studio:  155  Langdon  street,  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I. 


IZZO,  John 

Cabinet  maker ;  born  in  Sessa  Aurun- 
ca,  Province  of  Naples,  Italy,  Septem¬ 
ber  21,1  893,  the  son  of  Ambrogio  and 
Civita  (Croce)  Izzo. 

After  receiving  his  elementary  edu¬ 
cation,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  he  went  to 
work  for  his  father  from  whom  he 
learned  the  cabinet  making  trade.  In 
1911  he  immigrated  to  the  United 
States,  settling  first  in  New  York,  where 
he  worked  at  his  trade.  In  1915  he 
moved  to  Providence,  where  he  estab¬ 
lished  his  own  business,  specializing  in 
general  cabinet  work  for  bars,  drug 
stores,  restaurants  and  booths. 

He  is  a  past  vice  president  and  now 
secretary  of  Union  and  Benevolence 
Society,  the  oldest  Italian  fraternal  so¬ 
ciety  in  Rhode  Island. 

In  1918  he  married  Teresa  Buon- 
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anno.  They  became  the  parents  of  four 
children:  1.  Ambrogio;  2.  Alfred;  3. 
Remo;  4.  Vincenzo.  Address:  18  Bas¬ 
sett  street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


IANNITELLI.  Angelo  Raffaele 

Veteran  insurance  underwriter;  born 
in  Prata  Sannita,  Province  of  Campo- 
basso,  Italy,  March  7,  1  884,  the  son  of 
Francesco  and  Maria  Giovanna  (La 
Banca)  Iannitelli. 

He  was  brought  to  Rhode  Island  by 
his  parents  when  a  small  boy  in  1892. 
For  a  while  he  attended  the  local  pub¬ 
lic  schools  until  the  age  of  ten,  at  which 
time  he  went  to  work  in  a  textile  fac¬ 
tory.  Next  he  worked  successively  as  a 
milk  man,  in  a  foundry  factory,  as  a 
shipping  clerk  for  Ballou,  Johnson  & 
Nichols.  In  1914  he  entered  the  service 
of  the  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance 
Company.  In  1  922  he  went  to  work  as 
manager  for  one  of  the  A.  &  P.  stores, 
remaining  there  four  years.  In  1 922 
he  returned  to  the  Metropolitan  Life 
Insurance  Company,  remaining  there 
ever  since.  An  indefatigable  worker, 
in  his  long  years  of  service,  Mr.  Ianni¬ 
telli  has  not  only  demonstrated  marked 
ability,  but  ranks  high  among  the  un¬ 
derwriters  of  the  Metropolitan  Life  In¬ 
surance  Company 

On  November  8,  1908,  Mr.  Ianni¬ 
telli  married  Carolina  Leo,  a  native 
of  Pietro  Montecorvino,  Province  of 
Foggia,  Italy.  They  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  three  children:  1.  Angelo,  Jr.; 
2.  Maria  Consiglia;  3.  Carmela. 


IANNUCCILLO,  Thomas 

Contractor;  born  in  Roccamonfina, 
Province  of  Naples,  Italy,  June  1 , 
1  890,  the  son  of  Antonio  and  Isabella 
(Petteruti)  Iannuccillo. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  town  until  the  age  of  eleven,  at 
which  time  he  began  his  apprentice¬ 
ship  in  the  masonry  trade.  This  was 


followed  by  experience  in  construction 
work.  In  1910  he  immigrated  to  the 
United  States,  settling  in  Providence. 
Upon  coming  to  Providence  he  fol¬ 
lowed  his  trade  until  twenty  years  ago, 
at  which  time  he  started  his  own  bus¬ 
iness  as  a  mason  contractor.  His  many 
building  operations  include  work  for 
St.  Mary’s  Church,  St.  Theresa’s 
Church,  State  Institutions,  etc. 

Mr.  Iannuccillo  is  a  member  of  the 
Young  Italian  Imperial  Club. 

On  June  1,  1913,  Mr.  Iannuccillo 
married  Vincenza  Soiarretta,  a  native 
of  Sessa  Aurunca,  Italy.  They  became 
the  parents  of  six  children :  1 .  Isabella ; 
2.  Mafalda;  3.  Viola;  4.  Elvira;  5. 
Rosa;  6.  Rita.  Address:  161  Unit 
street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


IANNUCCILLO,  Angelo 

General  contractor;  born  in  Rocca¬ 
monfina,  Province  of  Naples,  Italy, 
August  23,  1880,  the  son  of  Pasquale 
and  Carmela  (Maccarone)  Iannuccillo, 
also  natives  of  the  same  town. 

After  a  brief  education,  at  the  age 
of  thirteen  he  began  his  apprenticeship 
in  the  mason  trade  and  followed  this 
occupation  until  he  came  to  this  country 
in  1899,  settling  in  Lawrence,  Mass. 
After  working  in  Lawrence  for  three 
years,  he  moved  to  Providence  in  1902. 
He  worked  as  mason  until  1 905  at 
which  time  he  went  into  the  masonry 
contracting  business.  Since  1 920  he 
has  been  in  business  for  himself  as  a 
general  contractor.  Many  well-built 
homes,  garages  and  gasoline  stations 
built  by  him  are  scattered  throughout 
the  state. 

Mr.  Iannuccillo  married  (first)  An¬ 
gela  Damiani.  She  died  in  1917.  He 
married  the  second  time,  Elisa  Muoio. 
His  children  are  the  following:  1 .  Car¬ 
mela;  2.  Latterina;  3.  Ribella;  4.  Pas¬ 
quale;  5.  Arturo;  6.  Luigi;  7.  Ray¬ 
mond  ;  8.  Agnese. 

Mr.  Iannuccillo  is  a  member  of  the 
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Italo- American  Club,  Young  Italian 
Imperial  Club,  the  Elks.  Address :  1  85 
Unit  street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


IMPERIAL  KNIFE  COMPANY 

The  manufacture  of  pocket  knives 
and  similar  cutlery  articles  is  one  of  the 
important  industries  which  has  received 
great  development  in  the  City  of  Provi¬ 
dence  through  the  initiative  of  enter¬ 
prising  and  sturdy  sons  of  Frosolone, 
Italy. 

The  creation  of  this  new  industry 
in  Rhode  Island  is  due  to  Michael  A. 
Mirando,  trained  in  the  cutlery  trade 
since  his  boyhood  in  Italy.  Upon  ar¬ 
riving  on  these  shores  some  thirty  years 
ago,  he  first  worked  in  the  cutlery  fac¬ 
tories  in  Connecticut  where  he  devel¬ 
oped  the  idea  of  establishing  a  cutlery 
factory  of  his  own.  The  first  inception 
of  this  new  industry  was  some  twenty- 
three  years  ago  when  Michael  A.  Mi¬ 
rando  established  a  small  shop  of  his 
own  at  4  Pocasset  avenue,  in  the 
Olneyville  section,  a  business  which  he 
carried  on  alone.  As  he  progressed  with 
his  industry  he  became  greatly  enthused 
over  the  possibilities  of  such  an  indus¬ 
try  that  he  was  able  to  convince  his 
young  brother,  Felix  A.  Mirando,  and 
his  close  friend,  Domenic  A.  Fazzano, 
to  join  him  in  his  enterprise.  From 
these  three  young  men,  experienced 
knife  makers,  possessing  initiative  and 
energetic  in  action,  grew  the  Imperial 
Knife  Company,  founded  in  1917. 

The  Imperial  Knife  Company  is  lo¬ 
cated  at  1 4  Blount  street,  a  short 
distance  from  the  center  of  the  city 
of  Providence.  It  is  a  thoroughly  mod¬ 
ern  plant,  designed  especially  for  the 
manufacture  of  pocket  knives  and  kin¬ 
dred  articles.  Since  its  operation,  it  has 
become  the  largest  factory  in  the  coun¬ 
try  devoted  exclusively  to  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  pocket  knives.  It  occupies 
an  entire  building  containing  six  floors 


and  nearly  seven  hundred  people  em¬ 
ployed. 

The  great  plant  of  the  Imperial 
Knife  Company  stands  as  a  fitting  sym¬ 
bol  of  the  growth  of  a  new  industry 
in  Providence,  originated  and  developed 
by  Michael  A.  Mirando,  Felix  A. 
Mirando  and  Domenic  A.  Fazzano, 
three  sons  of  Italy,  but  now  devoted  and 
loyal  American  citizens. 

Michael  A.  Mirando,  Felix  A.  Mi¬ 
rando  and  Domenic  A.  Fazzano,  pro¬ 
prietors  of  the  Imperial  Knife  Com¬ 
pany,  represent  the  best  type  of  Amer¬ 
ican  citizenship.  They  are  active  in  club 
circles,  leaders  in  community  affairs  and 
enjoy  fully  the  respect,  confidence  and 
esteem  of  their  fellow  citizens. 


IDEAL  KNIFE  COMPANY 

In  1  92  1  the  two  brothers,  Domenico 
Maselli  and  Michele  Maselli,  two  ex¬ 
pert  cutlers  from  Frosolone,  got  to¬ 
gether  and  formed  a  partnership  under 
the  name  of  Ideal  Knife  Company  to 
manufacture  high  grade  pocket  knives. 
This  concern  has  been  in  operation  for 
the  past  nineteen  years,  and  its  plant 
at  9  Adie  street,  employs  about  1 5 
employes. 

The  two  brothers,  natives  of  Froso¬ 
lone,  Italy,  are  the  sons  of  Francesco 
and  Saveria  (Zampini)  Maselli.  The 
father,  a  skilled  cutler,  operated  a  knife 
factory  in  Frosolone. 

Domenico  Maselli,  eldest  of  the  two 
brothers,  was  born  on  June  23,  1887. 
After  attending  school  he  served  his 
apprenticeship  under  his  father  and  re¬ 
mained  there  until  he  was  called  to  serve 
in  the  5th  Regiment  of  Artillery.  He 
was  honorably  discharged  in  1909.  In 
1910  he  immigrated  to  the  United 
States.  Upon  arriving  here  he  worked 
at  his  trade  until  he  went  into  business 
by  starting  the  Ideal  Knife  Company 
with  his  brother. 

Mr.  Maselli  married  Maria  Di 
Biase,  a  native  of  Frosolone.  They  are 
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the  parents  of  seven  children:  1. 
Joseph;  2.  Sarah;  3.  John;  4.  Felix; 
3.  Michael;  6.  Louis;  7.  Anna. 

Michele  Maselli,  younger  brother 
and  joint  owner  of  the  Ideal  Knife 
Company,  was  born  on  October  20, 
1  892.  After  attending  school  he  served 
his  apprenticeship  under  his  father  and 
remained  there  until  he  immigrated  to 
the  United  States  in  1911.  He  worked 
at  his  trade  until  he  went  into  business 
by  starting  the  Ideal  Knife  Company 
with  his  brother. 

Mr.  Maselli  is  a  charter  member 
of  the  Frosolonese  Club. 

On  September  29,  1919,  Michele 
Maselli  married  Theresa  Di  Tata. 
They  are  the  parents  of  four  children: 
1.  Joseph;  2.  Nicholas;  3.  Michael;  4. 
Thomas. 


IZZO,  Andrew  F. 

Businessman  and  a  veteran  of  the 
World  War;  born  in  Teano,  Province 
of  Naples,  Italy,  September  18,  1898, 
the  son  of  Vincenzo  and  Maria  De 
Francesco  Izzo,  also  natives  of  the  same 
town.  At  the  age  of  nine  he  was 
brought  to  the  United  States  by  his 
mother  to  join  his  father  in  Providence. 

Upon  his  arrival  here,  he  attended 
the  local  public  schools.  Technical  High 
School  and  Rhode  Island  School  of 
Design.  When  the  United  States  en¬ 
tered  the  World  War  he  enlisted  in  the 
United  States  Army  and  saw  overseas 
service.  He  served  with  the  1 02nd 
Headquarters,  Field  Artillery,  26th 
Division.  Later  he  also  served  with  the 
Tank  Corps.  He  saw  active  duty  under 
fire  at  the  Aisne,  Marne  and  St.  Mithiel 
sectors  where  he  distinguished  himself 
for  bravery  and  was  awarded  a  war 
medal  in  recognition  of  his  valor.  He 
was  honorably  discharged  on  January 

26,  1919 

Following  his  discharge  from  the 
army  Mr.  Izzo  resumed  his  occupation 


as  a  machinist  at  Brown  &  Sharpe,  and 
completed  his  studies  as  a  draftsman  at 
the  Rhode  Island  School  of  Design. 
After  working  at  his  trade  for  a  number 
of  years  Mr.  Izzo  was  also  interested 
in  the  hardware  business.  At  present  he 
is  the  owner  of  a  flourishing  grocery 
store  on  Mount  Pleasant  avenue. 

Mr.  Izzo  is  a  Past  Commander  of 
Rocco  Bagalio  Post;  member  of  26th 
Division  V.  A. ;  American  Legion  and 
Disabled  Veterans.  His  social  affilia¬ 
tion  is  with  the  Ausonia  Club.  In  the 
fall  of  1 938  he  was  a  candidate  for 
councilman  from  the  6th  Ward. 

On  October  30,  1925,  Mr.  Izzo 
married  Antonetta  Russo,  a  native  of 
Teano,  Italy.  They  are  the  parents  of 
two  children:  1.  Andrew  F.,  Jr.;  2. 
Vincent  Thomas.  Address:  88  Mount 
Pleasant  avenue.  Providence,  R.  I. 


JACKVONY,  Louis  V. 

Attorney  General  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island ;  respected  citizen  and 
leader  of  Italian  descent,  who  with 
affection  for  the  land  of  his  forefathers, 
gives  his  full  devotion  to  American 
principles  and  institutions. 

He  was  born  in  Providence,  R.  I., 
January  25,  1892,  the  son  of  the  late 
Antonio  and  of  Carmela  Jackvony. 
Married  to  Clotilda  Zambarano,  Feb¬ 
ruary  7,  1921.  Children:  Louis  Jr., 
Jacqueline  and  Alma. 

Lawyer  —  Soldier  —  Legislator  — 
Public  Servant. 

Boston  University  Law  School, 
1916;  admitted  to  the  Rhode  Island 
Bar,  1917;  enlisted  in  the  U.  S.  Army 
during  the  World  War;  member  of 
Rhode  Island  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives,  1920-1922;  Assistant  Attorney 
General  of  Rhode  Island,  1925-1930; 
elected  Attorney  General  on  November 

8,  1938. 

Mr.  Jackvony  has  worked  diligently 
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in  the  discharge  of  his  high  office.  His 
public  career  is  an  open  book  of  capa¬ 
ble  and  disinterested  service.  He  be¬ 
lieves  firmly  in  the  principles  of  Ameri¬ 
canism  and  its  aims  and  has  contrib¬ 
uted  largely  to  its  success  and  perma¬ 
nence  in  the  community.  He  has  a  wide 
acquaintance  in  his  State  among  its 
people  in  all  walks  of  life.  His  demo¬ 
cratic  friendliness  also  contributing  10 
his  large  following.  Throughout  Rhode 
Island,  he  is  known  as  a  fearless,  able 
and  devoted  public  servant,  and  enjoys 
the  confidence  of  its  citizens. 

Governor  Vanderbilt  in  praising 
Mr.  Jackvony  for  his  services  rendered 
to  the  State  made  the  following  state¬ 
ment  on  August  12,  1940: 

“I  want  to  congratulate  the  Attor¬ 
ney  General  and  his  department  on 
the  conviction  and  sentencing  of  those 


guilty  of  election  frauds  in  Providence 
and  elsewhere  in  the  State.  The  re¬ 
sults  of  these  trials  and  their  culmina¬ 
tion  in  jail  sentences  should  act  as  an 
encouragement  to  the  people  of  Rhode 
Island  and  as  a  serious  warning  to  that 
small  group  who  have  engineered 
crookedness  at  the  polls  in  the  past. 
The  recent  convictions  are  added  proof 
that  future  elections  in  this  State  are 
going  to  be  honest.” 


JACKVONY,  Albert  H„  M.D. 

A  small  town  that  figures  conspicu¬ 
ously  in  the  history  of  early  Italian  im¬ 
migrants  to  Providence  is  Capriati  al 
Volturno,  m  the  Province  of  Campo- 
basso,  Italy.  Among  the  well-known 
descendants  of  this  group  is  Dr.  Albert 
H.  Jackvony,  American  born. 
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LAUDATI.  Hector  David 

Lawyer;  born  in  Providence,  Sep¬ 
tember  1 9,  1 909,  the  son  of  Nicola 
and  Rosina  Laudati,  both  natives  of 
Santa  Croce  del  Sannio,  Province  of 
Benevento,  Italy. 

He  received  his  education  in  the 
local  public  schools  and  at  Classical 
High  School,  from  which  he  graduated 
in  1927;  graduated  from  Brown  Uni¬ 
versity  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Philosophy  in  1931.  He  worked  for  a 
few  years  and  then  entered  Harvard 
Law  School  in  1935,  from  which  he 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  LL.B. 
in  1939. 

Upon  his  admission  to  the  Rhode 
Island  bar  on  November  29,  1939, 
Mr.  Laudati  entered  immediately  in 
the  active  practice  of  law.  Office:  49 
Westminster  street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


LEONELLI.  Lucia  E. 

A  leader  in  Italo-American  activities 
and  one  of  the  best  known  Italo-Amer¬ 
ican  women  in  Rhode  Island;  born  in 
Pontecorvo,  Province  of  Frosinone, 
Italy,  the  daughter  of  Alessandro  and 
Oliva  (Forlini)  Santoro,  both  natives 
of  the  same  town. 

After  completing  her  studies  at  the 
convent  of  Sacro  Cuore  at  Pontecorvo, 
in  1907  she  came  to  the  United  States 
with  her  mother  to  join  her  father  in 
Providence. 

For  many  years  she  has  been  prom¬ 
inent  in  promoting  cultural,  social,  fra¬ 
ternal  and  patriotic  activities  among 
Italo-American  organizations.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  R.  I.  Council  of  Italian 
Women,  of  which  she  took  an  active 
part  in  its  reorganization;  she  is  one 
of  the  founders  and  at  present  Secretary 
of  Convivio  Cultural  Club;  President 
of  the  Ladies  Harmony  Club  of  Rhode 
Island;  member  of  Lodge  Gloria, 
Order  Sons  of  Italy.  She  has  been 
active  in  raising  funds  for  the  American 


Red  Cross,  the  Italian  Red  Cross  and 
Community  Fund. 

On  February  1 6,  1 908,  she  mar¬ 
ried  Filomeno  Leonelli,  a  native  of 
Frosolone,  Italy.  Her  husband  is  a 
prominent  Catholic  layman  of  Holy 
Ghost  Church,  one  of  the  founders 
and  past  president  of  Holy  Name  So¬ 
ciety  and  member  of  Carducci  Lodge, 
Order  Sons  of  Italy. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leonelli  are  the  pa¬ 
rents  of  six  children:  1.  Maria  C. ;  2. 
Joseph,  a  school  teacher;  3.  Ermanno, 
an  accountant;  4.  Renato,  a  school 
teacher;  5.  William,  a  student;  6.  Ilda. 
Home:  84  Althea  street,  Providence, 
R.  I. 


LEONELLI.  Renato,  E. 

Teacher;  born  in  Providence,  May 
12,  1916,  the  son  of  Filomeno  and 
Lucia  (Santoro)  Leonelli. 

He  received  his  education  in  the 
local  public  schools  and  La  Salle 
Academy,  graduating  with  honors  in 
1 934.  He  then  entered  Rhode  Island 
State  College,  graduating  with  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Bachelor  of  Sciences  in  1  938. 

He  began  teaching  as  a  student 
teacher  of  mathematics  at  Hope  High 
School,  1 938-39.  At  present  he  is  a 
substitute  teacher  in  the  Providence 
public  schools. 

Mr.  Leonelli  is  a  platoon  sergeant 
of  the  Reserve  Officers  Training  Corps 
of  R.  I.  State  College. 


LEONELLI,  Joseph 

Teacher!  born  in  Providence,  Sep¬ 
tember  3,  1910,  the  son  of  Filomeno 
and  Lucia  (Santoro)  Leonelli. 

He  received  his  education  in  the 
local  public  schools  and  at  Classical 
High  School,  graduating  in  1927.  He 
then  attended  Providence  College, 
graduating  with  honors  with  the  degree 
of  Ph.B.  in  1931.  He  afterwards  en¬ 
rolled  at  Rhode  Island  College  of  Edu- 
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cation,  graduating  with  the  degree  of 
B.Ed.  in  1 932.  Pursuing  further  his 
studies,  on  June  1  0,  1  940,  he  received 
the  degree  of  Master  of  Education 
from  Boston  University. 

In  1 934  he  began  his  career  as  a 
public  school  teacher,  teaching  social 
sciences  at  Oliver  Hazard  Perry  Jr. 
High  School.  At  present  he  is  listed  as 
a  teacher  of  mathematics  and  journal¬ 
ism. 

Mr.  Leonelli  is  a  member  of  Ty¬ 
ler  Council,  Knights  of  Columbus ; 
Aurora  Club;  one  of  the  founders  and 
member  of  Clavis  Cultural  Club. 


LEONELLI.  Ermanno,  J. 

Accountant;  born  in  Providence, 
December  1,  1914,  the  son  of  Filome- 
no  and  Lucia  (Santoro)  Leonelli. 

He  received  his  education  in  the 
local  public  schools  and  Commercial 
High  School,  graduating  in  1931.  Im¬ 
mediately  thereafter  he  pursued  a  com¬ 
mercial  course  at  Bryant  College,  grad¬ 
uating  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Business  Administration  in  1938. 

Mr.  Leonelli  is  a  member  of  the 
Colita  Graduate  Club. 


LEONI.  Pilade  Mario 

Electrical  engineer ;  bom  in  Alatri, 
Province  of  Rome,  Italy,  the  son  of 
Camillo  and  Emilia  (Benedetti)  Leoni, 
who  were  bom  respectively,  at  Monte- 
catini,  and  Falvaterra,  Italy. 

He  received  his  education  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  Rome.  Collegio  Nazza- 
reno  and  at  the  Royal  University  of 
Rome,  from  which  he  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  Electrical  Engineer.  On 
graduation  he  enlisted  in  the  Royal 
Italian  .Army,  assigned  to  the  engineers. 
Following  his  discharge  from  the  Ital¬ 
ian  .Army  in  1912,  he  came  to  the 
United  States,  settling  in  Woonsocket, 

R.  I. 

Mr.  Leoni’s  first  activity  after  arriv¬ 


ing  at  Woonsocket  was  in  the  auto¬ 
mobile  business.  He  then  went  with 
the  electrical  power  and  light  construc¬ 
tion.  In  1923  he  joined  the  Internation¬ 
al  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company 
of  New  ^  ork,  serving  there  in  the  pur¬ 
chasing  department  of  the  International 
Standard  Electrical  Company.  Later, 
served  as  telephone  engineer  for  the 
International  Company,  travelling  ex¬ 
tensively  throughout  Cuba,  Mexico, 
Spain,  England,  France  and  other  coun¬ 
tries.  It  was  in  1 929  that  Mr.  Leoni 
was  sent  to  Rome  to  supervise  the  first 
telephone  connection  between  Italy  and 
the  United  States.  In  1930  he  went 
back  to  Rome  to  supervise  the  installa¬ 
tion  of  the  telephone  system  at  the  Vati¬ 
can.  He  returned  to  New  York  in 
1 93 1  where  he  served  as  commercial 
agent  for  the  Commercial  Cable  Com¬ 
pany.  In  1 932  he  was  with  General 
Pellegrini  and  Colonel  Infante  of  the 
Royal  Italian  Aviation  to  prepare  the 
Balbo  flight  to  Chicago,  New  York 
and  back  to  Rome. 

In  recognition  of  his  services,  in 
1931,  His  Holiness,  Pope  Pius  XI, 
conferred  upon  him  the  decoration  of 
Cavaliere  of  St.  Gregorio  Magno,  In 
1  934,  the  Italian  government  conferred 
upon  him  the  decoration  of  Commenda- 
tore. 

Mr.  Leoni  has  lectured  extensively 
to  many  clubs,  societies  and  fraternities 
on  Rome  and  on  the  Vatican. 

Mr.  Leoni  married  in  Woonsocket, 
Irene  Fugere,  a  native  of  the  same  city. 
They  are  the  parents  of  two  children; 
1 .  Leon  ;  2.  Evelyn.  Home:  1  37  Dover 
street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


LUONGO.  Fedele  Ubaldino.  M.D. 

Bom  in  Tufo,  Province  of  Avel- 
lino,  Italy,  February  23,  1887,  the 
son  of  Vincenzo  and  Maria  (Ruotolo) 
Luongo. 

As  a  boy  he  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town  and  then 
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studied  at  the  Gymnasium  and  Lyceum 
at  Avellino,  where  he  completed  both 
the  secondary  and  classical  studies.  He 
then  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  at 
the  Royal  University  of  Naples,  grad¬ 
uating  in  1912  with  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine  and  Surgery.  He 
later  served  his  interneship  in  the  hos¬ 
pitals  of  Naples. 

He  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1913  and  established  himself  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  Providence. 

Dr.  Luongo  is  connected  as  a  phy¬ 
sician  with  the  Homeopathic  Hospital, 
Miriam  Hospital  and  St.  Joseph’s  Hos¬ 
pital. 

Dr.  Luongo  is  a  member  and  past 
president  of  the  Malpighi  Medical 
Club.  His  other  professional  affiliations 
include  the  Providence  Medical  So¬ 
ciety;  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society; 
American  Medical  Association. 

On  November  10,  1915,  Dr.  Luon¬ 
go  married  Esther  Ballarin.  They  are 
the  parents  of  one  daughter:  Maria. 
Office:  508  Charles  street.  Providence, 
R.  I. 


LAURIENZO.  Michele 

Businessman  and  prominent  in  fra¬ 
ternal,  social,  civic  and  patriotic  circles ; 
born  in  Matrice,  Province  of  Campo- 
basso,  Italy,  July  29,  1881,  the  son 
of  Luigi  and  Marta  (Cornacchione) 
Laurienzo. 

He  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  town  and 
at  the  University  of  Naples.  In  1904, 
he  immigrated  to  Rhode  Island.  A 
man  of  culture,  on  coming  to  Provi¬ 
dence  he  realized  the  necessity  of  learn¬ 
ing  a  trade  in  order  to  make  a  liveli¬ 
hood  for  himself.  He  immediately 
served  an  apprenticeship  as  a  cabinet 
maker  and  mastered  every  branch  of 
the  trade.  He  then  worked  as  a  cabinet 
maker,  finally  engaged  in  business  for 
himself. 

For  many  years  active  in  fraternal 


circles  in  the  North  End  section,  he 
served  first  as  Grand  Assistant  Vener¬ 
able,  and  later  as  Grand  Orator  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  Order  Sons  of 
Italy  of  Rhode  Island.  He  was  one  of 
the  charter  members  of  Lodge  Vittoria 
of  Order  Sons  of  Italy.  He  was  one 
of  its  influential  member,  in  which  he 
held  various  offices  including  that  of 
Recording-Secretary,  which  he  held  un¬ 
til  his  premature  death. 

On  Feburary  1 8,  1 908,  Mr.  Lau¬ 
rienzo  married  Maria  Schiavone,  a 
native  of  Sessa  Aurunca,  Italy.  They 
became  the  parents  of  three  children: 
Mrs.  Italia  Romano,  wife  of  Bernard 
Romano;  2.  Viola;  3.  Mrs.  Elvira 
Coia,  wife  of  Paul  Coia. 

Mr.  Laurienzo  died  in  Providence, 
March  27,  1940.  The  North  End 
section,  has  lost  by  his  death,  one  of 
its  stalwart  citizens  who  for  many  years 
gave  of  the  best  at  his  command  to 
the  welfare  of  the  community. 


LAPOLLA.  Daniel 

Lawyer  and  Director  of  Federal 
Census  for  Providence;  born  in  Provi¬ 
dence,  April  13,  1906,  the  son  of 
Raffaele  and  Angiolina  (Tramonti) 
Lapolla,  who  were  born  respectively, 
at  Panni,  and  Bovino,  in  the  Province 
of  Foggia,  Italy. 

He  received  his  education  in  the 
local  public  schools.  Following  his 
graduation  from  Classical  High  School, 
he  entered  Brown  University.  While  at 
Brown  he  achieved  many  scholastic 
honors,  including  first  prize  Sons  of 
Italy  in  Italian;  appointed  James  Man¬ 
ning  Scholar  in  1 924 ;  was  elected  to 
Phi  Beta  Kappa  honorary  scholastic 
society  in  his  junior  year;  won  Hicks 
prize  in  English  in  1927;  appointed 
James  Manning  Scholar  in  1927;  re¬ 
ceived  Final  Honors  in  English  in 
1927,  and  graduated.  Cum  Laude, 
with  the  degree  of  LL. B.,  in  1927. 
Following  his  graduation  from  Brown 
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University,  he  served  there  for  two 
years  as  assistant  instructor  in  the  Eng¬ 
lish  Department.  He  afterwards  en¬ 
rolled  at  Boston  University  Law  School, 
graduating  with  the  degree  of  LL.B., 
in  1933.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
Rhode  Island  bar  in  1 934. 

During  1 936-38,  Mr.  Lapolla 
served  as  Assistant  Clerk  of  the  Supe¬ 
rior  Court.  In  December,  1 939,  he 
was  appointed  Director  of  the  Federal 
Census  for  the  City  of  Providence.  In 
the  discharge  of  the  exacting  duties 
of  both  offices,  fraught  with  so  many 
and  various  responsibilities,  he  has  made 
a  notable  record,  exercising  his  splendid 
knowledge  and  thorough  training  to 
appreciable  results. 

Mr.  Lapolla  is  a  member  of  the 
Aurora  Club,  Italo-American  Club  and 
Bonefro  Club. 

On  September  18,  1935,  Mr.  La¬ 
polla  married  Elda  C.  Giannotti,  Am¬ 
erican  born.  Office:  49  Westminster 
street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


LOMBARDO,  Ralph  B. 

Assistant  District  Manager,  John 
Hancock  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany;  born  in  Providence,  February 
2,  1910,  the  son  of  Antonio  and  An- 
giolina  (Di  Muccio)  Lombardo.  His 
father  is  a  native  of  Pietravairano, 
Italy.  His  mother,  American  born,  is 
a  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  Di  Muccio, 
a  sturdy  and  industrious  pioneer  from 
Pietravairano,  Italy,  who  settled  on 
Federal  Hill  in  the  80’s. 

Mr.  Lombardo  attended  the  local 
public  schools.  Technical  High  School 
and  Rhode  Island  State  College,  grad¬ 
uating  with  the  degree  of  B.S.  in  1932. 

In  1933  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  John  Hancock  Mutual  Life  In¬ 
surance  Company.  An  ambitious  and 
energetic  youth,  his  rise  was  inevitable 
from  the  start.  In  1 935  he  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  assistant  district  manager. 


Mr.  Lombardo  is  a  member  of  the 
Aurora,  Italo-American  and  Unitas 
Catholic  Clubs. 

On  August  26,  1935,  Mr.  Lom¬ 
bardo  married  Genevieve  Fogarty,  a 
native  of  Providence.  They  are  the 
parents  of  two  children:  1.  Ralph  B. 
Jr.;  2.  David  A.  Office:  John  Han¬ 
cock  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company, 
Providence,  R.  I. 


MELILLO,  Vincenzo 

Proprietor  of  Danbury  Hat  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company  and  one  oi  the 
original  Italian  hat  manufacturers  in 
the  United  States;  born  in  Atripalda, 
Province  of  Avellino,  Italy,  December 
5,  1866,  the  son  of  Pellegrino  Mellini 
and  Maddalena  Angiuoli.  He  received 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town,  and  at  the  early  age 
of  twelve  he  left  school  and  became 
an  apprentice  in  a  hat  factory  and  per¬ 
fected  his  trade  in  Naples. 

In  1891,  Mr.  Melillo  immigrated  to 
the  United  States,  settling  first  in  New¬ 
ark,  N.  J.,  in  which  city  he  obtained 
employment  in  a  hat  factory.  He  later 
worked  at  his  trade  in  New  York  and 
Danbury.  In  1 909  he  conducted  for 
a  brief  period  a  hat  factory  in  New 
York  City.  He  moved  with  his  family 
to  Providence  in  1914  and  established 
here  his  high  grade  hat  manufacturing 
business,  to  which  he  added  a  complete 
line  of  men’s  furnishings. 

Mr.  Mellillo  married  in  1 900,  at 
Danbury,  Conn.,  Amalia  Mazzarella, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  the 
following  children :  1 .  Mrs.  Madeline 
Mascia;  2.  William,  associated  with 
his  father  m  the  business ;  3.  Thomas 
Domenico,  also  associated  with  his 
father  in  the  business. 

The  Danbury  Hat  Manufacturing 
Company,  of  which  Mr.  Melillo  is  the 
founder  and  sole  owner,  is  located  on 
La  Salle  Square,  Providence,  R.  I. 
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MOORE  BROTHERS,  The 

One  of  the  best  firms  of  its  kind  is 
that  of  Moore  Brothers,  well-known 
Italo-Americans  in  the  North  End  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  City  of  Providence. 

These  four  young  men,  Thomas  C., 
John,  Anthony  and  Arthur,  got  to¬ 
gether  some  years  ago  and  formed  a 
co-partnership  among  themselves  to  en¬ 
gage  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  busi¬ 
ness  of  cut  flowers,  gladiolus,  bulbs, 
singing  canaries  and  tropical  fish.  From 
a  very  small  beginning  the  business  has 
steadily  grown,  until  today  the  Moore 
Brothers  not  only  have  one  of  the  most 
profitable  breeds  of  canaries  in  Rhode 
Island,  but  they  are  also  among  the 
largest  growers  of  gladiolus  and  bulbs. 

Melodious  singing  canaries  can  be 
purchased  here  at  reasonable  prices. 
This  firm  also  specializes  as  growers  of 
superb  gladiolus  flowers  and  young 
vigorous  bulbs. 

In  developing  this  business,  Thomas 
C.,  oldest  of  the  firm,  personally  trained 
and  instructed  his  younger  brothers. 
They  are  self-made  men  in  the  truest 
sense,  their  success  the  result  of  indus¬ 
try,  economy,  integrity  and  sound  busi¬ 
ness  judgment 

These  four  brothers,  American  born 
are  all  children  of  Anthony  and  Nellie 
Caruolo,  both  pioneer  Italian  settlers  of 
the  Charles  street  section.  Address:  73 
Hagan  street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


MARIANETTI,  Louise  E. 

A  promising  young  artist,  born  in 
Providence,  March  16,  1916,  the 

daughter  of  Cesare  and  the  late  Elvira 
(Tirocchi)  Marianetti. 

Miss  Marianetti  exhibited  a  love 
for  art  when  she  was  a  mere  girl,  and 
at  an  early  age,  between  school  hours, 
she  took  private  lessons  in  painting, 
and  on  Saturdays  she  attended  the  R. 
I.  School  of  Design,  from  which  she 
received  a  scholarship.  It  was  while 
receiving  this  preliminary  training  that 


she  gave  evidence  of  her  artistic  quali¬ 
ties  and  of  her  desire  to  follow  it  as 
her  life  career.  Following  her  gradu¬ 
ation  from  the  Nathanael  Greene  Junior 
High  School  in  1 932,  she  enrolled 
at  the  R.  I.  School  of  Design,  where 
she  studied  painting  and  sculpturing, 
graduating  in  1936.  Thereafter  she 
was  admitted  at  the  Art  Students 
League  in  New  York  City,  where  she 
studied  for  a  year  and  a  half  under 
Robert  Brackman ;  later  at  the  same 
institution  she  became  a  student  of  Wil¬ 
liam  C.  Palmer,  an  outstanding  mural 
painter,  under  whom  she  studied  Tem¬ 
pera  painting. 

Miss  Marianetti  has  successfully  ex¬ 
hibited  the  following  work  executed  by 
her:  “Potrait  Study,”  at  R.  I.  School 
of  Design  Galleries,  June  15,  1936. 
Painting  of  “Thomas  S.  Lucitt,”  at 
Gallery  of  Fne  Arts  in  New  York, 
August  16,  1937.  A  painting,  “The 
Bath,”  at  Providence  Art  Club,  April, 
1938.  On  January,  29,  1939,  she 

exhibited  a  variety  of  original  oil  paint¬ 
ings  at  her  home  which  attracted  wide 
attention  and  strong  favorable  comment. 
Miss  Louise  E.  Marianetti  lives  at  the 
home  of  her  father.  Studio:  1363 
Smith  street.  North  Providence,  R.  I. 


MANCINI,  Novello  A. 

Manufacturing  jeweler,  born  in  Fon- 
tegreca.  Province  of  Campobasso,  Italy, 
February  20,  1  896,  the  son  of  Camillo 
and  Filomena  (Cucculo)  Mancini. 

When  an  infant  he  was  brought  to 
the  United  States  by  his  parents,  who 
settled  in  Providence.  He  attended  the 
local  public  schools  and  graduated 
from  the  English  High  School  in  1914. 
For  two  years  he  took  up  a  correspon¬ 
dent  course  in  law  with  the  La  Salle 
Extension  University. 

He  became  a  jewelry  apprentice  at 
Ostby  &  Barton  Company,  and  later 
worked  as  diamond  setter  in  St.  Louis, 
Missouri.  On  May  1st  1917,  he  en- 
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listed  as  a  musician  in  the  2nd  Coast 
Artillery  Band  and  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  in  October,  1917.  He  re¬ 
enlisted  in  the  U.  S.  Aviation  Corps, 
serving  as  a  reserve  officer  until  Novem¬ 
ber,  1918.  Following  his  honorable  dis¬ 
charge,  he  started  in  the  jewelry  manu¬ 
facturing  business  for  himself,  and  has 
continued  its  existence  ever  since. 

He  is  a  Past  Venerable  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  Lodge  Dante  Alighieri,  Order 
Sons  of  Italy;  national  commander  of 
the  Italian  World  War  Veterans  Asso¬ 
ciation  ;  member  of  Knights  of  Colum¬ 
bus  and  other  fraternal  and  civic  organ¬ 
izations.  In  1  932,  he  served  as  Eastern 
Campaign  Manager  for  the  Republi¬ 
can  Party. 

He  married  (first),  in  1917,  En- 
richetta  Taccone,  deceased.  He  mar¬ 
ried  the  second  time  in  1921,  Giusep- 
pina  Pozzi.  His  children  are  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  1 .  Victor  Camillo;  2.  Elena 
Filomena.  Address:  601  Charles  street. 
Providence,  R.  I. 


MOTTA,  Alfred  Edward 

Lawyer;  born  in  Providence,  Feb¬ 
ruary  28,  1911,  the  son  of  Raniero 
Vittorio  Motta  and  Elvira  (Autieri) 
Motta.  His  parents  are  natives  of  Te- 
ano,  Italy. 

He  was  educated  in  the  Providence 
public  schools  and  after  graduating 
from  Classical  High  School  in  1 929, 
he  entered  Providence  College,  gradu¬ 
ating  with  the  degree  of  Ph.B.,  in 
1933.  He  afterwards  took  up  the  study 
of  law  at  the  University  of  Michigan, 
graduating  with  the  degree  of  LL.B. 
in  1937. 

He  was  admitted  to  the  Rhode 
Island  bar  on  May  8,  1938,  and  im¬ 
mediately  began  the  active  practice  of 
law. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Italo-Ameri- 
can  Club. 

On  May  27,  1939,  Mr.  Motta 
married  Irene  Augustine,  a  cultured 


young  woman  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  a  . 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Michigan. 
Office:  267  Academy  avenue.  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I. 


MONTELLA.  Maria  C. 

Teacher;  born  in  New  York  City, 
the  daughter  of  Carmine  and  Columbia 
(Mazzeo)  Montella.  Her  parents  im¬ 
migrated  from  Italy  some  forty-two 
years  ago. 

She  attended  the  Providence  public 
schools  and  graduated  from  Commer¬ 
cial  High  School.  Thence  she  entered 
the  Rhode  Island  College  of  Education 
where  she  completed  her  studies. 

Following  her  graduation  from  the 
Rhode  Island  College  of  Education, 
she  began  teaching  as  a  student  teacher 
at  Grove  street  and  Beacon  avenue 
schools.  She  received  an  appointment 
as  permanent  teacher  in  1 926.  She  is 
listed  as  a  teacher  at  Kenyon  Street 
School. 

Miss  Montella  is  a  member  of  the 
Providence  Teachers  Association. 


MAIELLO,  Luigi,  M.D. 

State  Senator;  born  in  Naples,  Italy, 
the  son  of  Dr.  Pasquale  and  Anna 
(Castiglione)  Maiello.  The  Maiello 
family  is  among  the  old  and  noble 
families  of  Naples.  For  generations  this 
family  has  given  physicians,  officials, 
including  diplomats,  to  its  community. 

Following  his  graduating  from  the 
Royal  University  of  Naples  in  1899, 
he  served  his  interneship  in  the  leading 
hospitals  of  his  native  city.  After  com¬ 
pleting  his  interneship  Dr.  Maiello 
served  for  a  while  as  Town  Physician 
at  Raviscanina,  Province  of  Beneven- 
to,  Italy.  Later,  he  was  appointed  a 
physician  on  board  steamships  playing 
between  Naples  and  New  York.  While 
visiting  the  United  States  in  1903,  he 
settled  in  Providence  and  since  then 
has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  this  city. 
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Well-known  as  a  patron  of  art.  Dr. 
Maiello  is  also  active  in  social,  civic 
and  fraternal  affairs. 

A  staunch  supporter  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  Party,  he  has  frequently  been 
honored  by  election  to  important  offices. 
He  served  as  city  councilman  in  Prov¬ 
idence,  1937-38,  and  as  a  Presidential 
elector  in  1932  and  1936.  He  was 
elected  senator  for  the  4th  Providence 
District,  November  8,  1  938. 

In  private  life  Senator  Maiello  had 
been  a  valiant  advocate  in  promoting 
the  welfare  of  the  common  people,  and 
while  in  public  life  this  sentiment  found 
expression  in  his  constant  watching  to 
prevent  legislation  which  he  thought 
might  prove  inimical  to  their  welfare. 
As  a  State  Senator,  he  has  proven  him¬ 
self  an  able  and  devoted  public  servant, 
and  has  gained  for  himself  not  only 
the  respect  of  his  colleagues,  his  con¬ 
stituents,  but  also  of  the  entire  com¬ 
munity. 

Senator  Maiello  married  in  Naples 
Maria  Josephine  Russo.  They  became 
the  parents  of  four  children:  1 .  Dr. 
Pasquale,  deceased  in  1939;  2.  Mrs. 
Anna  Cappiello,  wife  of  Dr.  Silvestro 
Cappiello  of  Hartford,  Conn. ;  3.  Wil¬ 
liam,  husband  of  Mrs.  Luisa  Cappelli 
Maiello  and  a  graduate  of  the  Boston 
University  Law  School ;  4.  Robert,  a 
graduate  of  Harvard  Business  School. 
Office:  299  Broadway,  Providence, 
R.  I. 


MAIELLO.  Pasquale.  M.D. 

Born  in  Naples,  Italy,  41  years  ago, 
the  son  of  Dr.  Luigi  Maiello  and  Mrs. 
Maria  Josephine  (Russo)  Maiello.  At 
the  age  of  three  he  was  brought  to  the 
United  States  by  his  parents.  His  child¬ 
hood  was  spent  in  Providence  and  his 
education  was  wholly  American. 

Through  his  practice  on  Governor 
street,  he  had  won  a  high  reputation  as 
a  promising  young  surgeon,  a  cultivated 


gentleman,  and  a  public-spirited  citi¬ 
zen. 

He  was  active  in  civic,  social  and 
religious  circles  and  stood  among  the 
foremost  in  giving  his  aid  to  all  that 
pertains  to  charity. 

Dr.  Pasquale  E.  Maiello  died  in 
Providence,  July  20,  1939.  Father 
Rebello,  pastor  of  the  Portuguese 
Church  of  Holy  Rosary  on  Traverse 
street,  paid  high  tribute  to  Dr.  Maiello 
during  the  committal  service  at  St. 
Ann’s  Cemetery.  He  said  the  late  doc¬ 
tor  had  earned  the  regard  of  his  parish 
for  his  generosity  and  helpfulness  to 
the  needy  and  poor. 

The  late  Dr.  Maiello  was  a  genial 
and  splendid  young  man  and  his  pre¬ 
mature  death  was  a  distinct  loss  to  his 
many  friends  and  others  who  enjoyed 
the  privilege  of  association  with  him. 


MASTROBUONO,  Elviro 

Registered  pharmacist ;  born  in  Prov¬ 
idence,  September,  22,  1 906,  the  son 
of  Domenico  and  Virginia  (Di  Meo) 
Mastrobuono,  who  were  born  respec¬ 
tively,  in  Providence,  and  Santa  Maria 
Capua  Vetere,  Italy.  His  grandfather, 
Pasquale  Mastrobuono,  an  immigrant 
from  Raviscanina  in  the  early  70’s, 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Italian 
colony  on  Federal  Hill,  conducted  a 
private  bank  there  and  returned  to 
Italy  in  1  898. 

Elviro  Mastrobuono  attended  the 
Providence  public  schools  and  La  Salle 
Academy.  He  later  attended  the  Rhode 
Island  College  of  Pharmacy,  from 
which  he  graduated  with  the  degree 
of  Ph.G.  in  1925.  After  completing 
his  studies,  he  held  responsible  positions 
with  Liggett’s,  Whelan’s,  and  other 
leading  drug  stores.  In  1931  he  en¬ 
tered  into  the  drug  business  for  himself, 
starting  the  Mastrobuono’s  Pharmacy. 

Mr.  Mastrobuono  is  a  member  of 
lodge  “Luce  Moderna,’’  Order  Sons 
of  Italy;  he  is  one  of  the  founders  and 
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at  present  president  of  the  Latin  and 
American  Independent  Club  of  East 
Providence. 

On  July  1 8,  1 929,  Mr.  Mastro- 
buono  married  Filomena  F.  Villanova, 
a  native  of  Providence.  They  became 
the  parents  of:  Virginia  and  Raymond, 
twins;  Elviro,  Jr. 

Mr.  Mastrobuono’s  pharmacy  is  at 
328  Warren  avenue.  East  Providence, 

R.  I. 


MAROELLI,  John  Gottardo 

Veteran  postal  employe,  prominent 
in  masonic  circles  and  member  of  one 
of  the  oldest  immigrant  families  to  set¬ 
tle  in  the  Eagle  Park  section;  born  in 
Providence,  March  29,  1  886,  the  son 
of  Giovanni  Battista  and  Maria  (Satti) 
Maroelli.  His  parents,  natives  of  Cap- 
rignana.  Province  of  Lucca,  Italy,  im¬ 
migrated  to  Rhode  Island  in  the  early 
70’s,  and  were  among  the  earliest  Ital¬ 
ian  settlers  of  Eagle  Park. 

He  was  educated  in  the  local  public 
schools  and  after  leaving  school  he 
worked  in  a  number  of  occupations. 
He  later  became  connected  with  the 
Providence  Post  Office,  holding  the 
position  of  letter  carrier,  a  position  he 
has  held  for  nearly  thirty  years. 

He  is  a  charter  member  and  Past 
Master  of  Roosevelt  Lodge,  F.  &  A. 
M. 

On  January  1  7,  1906,  Mr.  Maroel¬ 
li  married  Mae  Estelle.  They  became 
the  parents  of  three  children :  1 .  Ewart ; 
2.  Beatrice;  3.  Dolores. 


MORRONE,  Antonio 

Veter  an  general  contractor  and  pi¬ 
oneer  resident  of  Federal  Hill;  born 
in  Marzano  Appio,  Province  of  Na¬ 
ples,  Italy,  September  8,  1865,  the 
son  of  Giuseppe  and  Teresa  (Cipolla) 
Morrone. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town  and  at  an  early  age 


learned  the  masonry  trade.  On  reach¬ 
ing  his  military  age,  he  joined  the  Royal 
Italian  Army,  and  for  three  years 
served  the  1  st  Regiment  of  Engineers’ 
Regiment.  Following  his  honorable  dis¬ 
charge  from  the  army  he  immigrated 
to  the  United  States  in  1892,  settling 
in  Providence.  During  the  early  period 
of  his  American  residence  he  worked 
at  the  mason  and  painting  trade.  He 
later  went  into  business  for  himself 
starting  a  general  contracting  business. 

Deeply  interested  in  civic  and  fra¬ 
ternal  affairs,  Mr.  Morrone  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Italian  Union  and  Benevo¬ 
lent  Society. 

In  1895,  Mr.  Morrone  married  Jo¬ 
sephine  Gerardi.  They  became  the  pa¬ 
rents  of  four  children :  1 .  Joseph,  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  contracting  business;  2. 
Ida;  3.  Mrs.  Florence  Mercurio;  4. 
Theresa. 


MARINO,  Paolo 

Proprietor  of  Marino  Jewelry  Com¬ 
pany,  Inc. ;  born  in  Ascoli  Satriano, 
Province  of  Foggia,  Italy,  June  1 8, 
1  900,  the  son  of  Giuseppe  and  Maria 
Nicola  (Negri)  Marino. 

He  received  his  early  education  at 
the  Convent  of  St.  Maria  in  his  native 
town  until  the  age  of  1 0,  at  which  time 
he  was  brought  to  the  United  States 
by  his  mother  to  join  his  father  who 
had  already  settled  in  Providence.  Up¬ 
on  coming  to  Providence,  he  attended 
the  local  public  schools  and  high  school. 
He  then  entered  the  Rhode  Island 
School  of  Design,  from  which  he  grad¬ 
uated  in  1923.  While  there  he  was 
awarded  an  honor  medal  for  his  studies 
in  jewelry  designing. 

In  1918,  while  continuing  his  studies 
during  the  evening,  he  obtained  em¬ 
ployment  in  a  jewelry  factory.  Since 
then  he  worked  in  some  of  the  leading 
jewelry  concerns,  rising  to  the  position 
as  general  foreman.  At  present  he  is 
successfully  engaged  in  business  for 
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himself  under  the  name  of  Marino 
Jewelry  Company,  Inc. 

On  September  22,  1  924,  Mr.  Mari¬ 
no  married  Rachele  Pannone  of  Na¬ 
tick,  R.  I.  They  became  the  parents 
of  three  children:  1.  Joseph;  2.  Es¬ 
ther;  3.  Paul,  Jr.  Office:  939  Min¬ 
eral  Spring  avenue.  North  Providence, 

R.  I. 


MARTUCCI,  Pasquale  F., 

D  C.,  D.Ph.T. 

Born  in  Conca  Campania,  Province 
of  Naples,  Italy,  May  21,  1893,  the 
son  of  Antonio  and  Giovanna  (Di 
Gasparre)  Martucci.  He  was  brought 
to  the  United  States  by  his  mother 
in  1902,  to  join  his  father  in  Natick. 
He  attended  the  public  schools  of  Na¬ 
tick,  but  at  the  age  of  thirteen  was 
compelled  to  obtain  work  in  the  mill, 
devoting  his  evenings  to  the  study  of 
the  English  language  under  private  in¬ 
structors. 

In  1918,  Dr.  Martucci  entered  the 
Peerless  College  of  Chiropratic,  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  graduating  in  1921.  He  then 
took  up  a  post  graduate  course  at  the 
National  College  of  Chiropratic  and 
National  College  of  Drugless  Physi¬ 
cians.  He  also  took  a  special  course  of 
Iridiagnosis  under  the  famous  specialist, 
the  late  J.  Haskel  Kritzer,  M.D.,  of 
Chicago. 

Dr.  Martucci  is  the  first  Italian  in 
Rhode  Island  to  have  successfully  per¬ 
formed  bloodless  surgery  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  optic  or  color  anasthesia. 

He  began  his  active  practice  in 
Providence  in  1922.  In  1927  he  was 
appointed  by  Governor  Pothier,  to  the 
office  of  member  of  the  State  Board 
of  Chiropractic  Examiners.  He  was 
reappointed  by  Governor  Case  in  1932. 

In  recognition  of  his  outstanding 
achievements  rendered  the  cause  of 
Chiropractic  in  this  State,  on  June  1  0, 
1 932,  he  was  unanimously  made  life 


member  of  the  Chiropractic  Society  of 
Rhode  Island. 

Dr.  Martucci  takes  an  active  part  in 
the  civic,  social  and  fraternal  affairs 
in  the  town  of  Smithfield. 

Dr.  Martucci  married  in  1916.  He 
is  the  father  of  two  children :  1 .  An¬ 
thony  J. ;  2.  Edward  L.  Office:  51  1 
Westminster  street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


MIGNONE,  Ettore  A. 

Insurance  underwriter;  born  in  Na¬ 
ples,  Italy,  January  1 ,  1 886,  the  son 
of  Giuseppe  and  Carmela  (Tarantino) 
Mignone,  also  natives  of  Naples. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  and 
gymnasium  of  Naples  until  the  age  of 
1 7,  at  which  time  he  immigrated  to 
the  United  States,  settling  in  Provi¬ 
dence.  On  arrival  in  Providence,  he 
began  his  career  in  local  jewelry  facto¬ 
ries  and  in  the  evening  he  studied  the 
English  language  in  the  public  schools. 
For  nearly  thirty  years  he  has  been 
identified  with  life  insurance  business, 
in  which  field  he  has  demonstrated 
marked  ability  and  holds  a  high  place 
as  an  insurance  underwriter. 

On  December  11,  1911,  Mr.  Mig¬ 
none  married  Ruby  Antonetta  Granata. 
They  became  the  parents  of  three  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Tullio,  proprietor  of  a  filling 
station;  2.  Albert,  a  Brown  graduate, 
engaged  as  an  electrical  engineer;  3. 
Robert,  an  honor  student  at  Brown 
University,  where  he  majored  in  litera¬ 
ture,  graduating  with  the  degree  of 

A.B.,  in  June,  1940. 


MANCINI,  Ursula 

A  leader  in  young  Italo-American 
women’s  fraternal  activities;  born  in 
Toro  e  Piccilli,  Province  of  Naples, 
Italy,  the  daughter  of  Antonio  and 
Angelina  (Landi)  Mancini,  who  were 
born  respectively,  at  Tora  e  Piccilli, 
and  Prata  Sannita,  Italy. 

At  the  age  of  four  she  was  brought 
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to  the  United  States  by  her  parents, 
who  settled  in  Providence.  After  grad¬ 
uating  from  Esek  Hopkins  Junior  High 
School,  she  began  to  work  as  a  sales¬ 
lady  in  a  dry  goods  store. 

At  1  7  she  became  charter  member 
and  Venerable  of  Loggia  Beatrice  Por- 
tinari.  Order  Sons  of  Italy,  the  first 
organization  of  young  Italo-American 
women  in  the  North  End  section.  She 
has  held  the  office  of  Venerable  con¬ 
tinuously  ever  since  it  was  organized. 

An  indefatigable  and  intelligent 
young  woman.  Miss  Mancini  is  recog¬ 
nized  as  a  leader  in  the  promotion  of 
educational,  patriotic,  social,  civic  and 
fraternal  activities  among  young  women 
of  Italian  extraction  in  the  North  End 
section. 


MILETTA,  Giuseppe  Antonio 

Businessman ;  born  in  Brognatura, 
Province  of  Catanzaro,  Italy,  Febru¬ 
ary  9,  1 884,  the  son  of  Angelo  and 
Teresina  (Carello)  Miletta,  also  na¬ 
tives  of  the  same  town.  His  father,  who 
came  to  Providence  in  1885  and  re¬ 
turned  to  Italy  in  1 904,  was  one  of 
the  earliest  immigrants  from  Calabria 
to  settle  on  Federal  Hill. 

Young  Miletta  began  to  work  as  a 
miller  from  a  very  early  age.  In  1  905 
he  immigrated  to  the  United  States, 
settling  in  Chicago,  where  he  obtained 
employment  as  a  track  laborer.  In 
1 906  he  proceeded  to  Providence, 
where,  young  Miletta,  an  ambitious 
young  man,  determined  to  make  a  future 
for  himself.  In  Providence  he  worked 
on  various  jobs,  including  foreman 
of  stone  cutters  and  curb  setters  for  the 
city  highway  department. 

In  1  924  he  established  his  own  gro¬ 
cery  store  on  Bond  street,  serving  the 
people  of  his  neighborhood  with  the 
highest  grade  of  products. 

He  is  a  charter  member  and  for 
the  past  twelve  years,  treasurer  of  the 


Calabrese  Mutual  Benefit  Society  of 
Providence. 

On  June  16,  1905,  Mr.  Miletta 
married  in  Italy,  Teresina  Rosi.  They 
became  the  parents  of  four  children : 
1.  Domenico;  2.  Cosimo;  3.  Angelo; 
4.  Rosina.  Business  address:  29  Bond 
street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


MONTE.  Frank 

Jeweler;  born  in  Foria  d’Ischia, 
Island  of  Ischia,  Province  of  Naples, 
Italy,  January  28,  1887,  the  son  of 
Luigi  and  Teresa  (Iodice)  Monte.  His 
father,  Chev.  Luigi  Monte,  deceased, 
was  a  well  known  lawyer  of  Ischia. 

Frank  Monte  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town  and,  follow¬ 
ing  the  completion  of  his  studies  at  the 
Gymnasium  and  Lyceum  Vittorio 
Emanuele  in  Naples,  enrolled  at  the 
Nautical  School  at  Procida,  where  he 
studied  for  three  years. 

He  immigrated  to  the  United  States 
in  1907,  settling  in  Providence.  Upon 
arriving  here  he  obtained  employment 
in  local  jewelry  factories,  becoming  an 
experienced  jeweler  and  subsequently 
rose  to  the  position  of  foreman. 

He  is  a  charter  member,  past  presi¬ 
dent  and  honorary  member  of  the  Ver¬ 
di  M.  F.  S.  Club. 

On  June  2,  1913,  Mr.  Monte  mar¬ 
ried  Teresa  Colangelo,  a  native  of 
Vasto,  Province  of  Chieti,  Italy.  They 
became  the  parents  of  two  children: 
1 .  Louis  Frank  Monte,  a  graduate  of 
R.  I.  State  College,  at  present  engaged 
as  an  accountant;  2.  Philip  Henry 
Monte,  a  student  at  R.  I.  State  College, 
majoring  in  agriculture  and  prominent 
in  college  musical  activities. 


MONTANARO.  Serafino 

General  contractor;  born  in  Franca- 
villa  Fontana,  in  the  former  Province 
of  Lecce,  Italy,  March  21,  1883, 
the  son  of  Antonio  and  Adolorata 
(Faggiani)  Montanaro. 
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He  attended  the  public  schools  and 
the  Lyceum  of  his  native  town.  Immedi¬ 
ately  after  leaving  school  he  began  to 
learn  the  carpentering  and  cabinet  mak¬ 
ing  trade  from  his  father,  a  man  who 
was  known  as  a  skilled  artisan  and  con¬ 
tractor.  He  worked  at  his  trade  until  he 
immigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
1906,  settling  in  Providence. 

Arriving  in  Providence,  he  at  once 
engaged  in  the  contracting  business. 
He  is  a  well  known  and  a  reliable 
builder.  The  great  number  of  houses 
that  he  has  built  are  scattered  through¬ 
out  Providence  and  vicinity.  At  present 
he  is  engaged  as  inspector  of  construc¬ 
tion,  in  the  employ  of  the  city  of  Prov¬ 
idence. 

For  many  years  he  was  prominent  in 
the  activities  of  the  Italo-American 
Club. 

On  September  2,  1  906,  Mr.  Monta- 
naro  married  in  Italy,  Concetta  Sardi- 
ello.  They  became  the  parents  of  the 
following  children :  1 .  Mary,  a  school 
teacher;  2.  Anna  a  bookkeeper;  3. 
Anthony,  a  graduate  of  R.  I.  State 
College  and  the  M.  I.  T.,  at  present 
engaged  as  a  chemist  at  the  State 
House.  4.  Gilda,  a  cashier  at  the  Met¬ 
ropolitan  Life  Insurance  Company. 
Office:  188  Progress  avenue.  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I. 


MARIANI,  Valentino  H. 

Funeral  director,  civic  worker  and 
former  public  official ;  born  in  Provi¬ 
dence,  January  24,  1893,  the  son  of 
Antonio  A.  Mariani  and  Giovannina 
(Cardarelli)  Mariani,  both  natives  of 
Fontegreca,  Province  of  Campobasso, 
Italy.  Mr.  Mariani’s  parents  were 
among  the  earliest  Italian  settlers  in  the 
North  End  section. 

Mr.  Mariani  was  educated  in  the 
local  public  schools.  At  the  age  of  nine 
he  was  sent  to  Italy,  where  he  attended 
a  private  school  at  Isernia.  Upon  his 
return  from  Italy  he  continued  his  edu¬ 


cation  here,  attended  the  Technical 
High  School,  from  which  he  graduated 
in  1914;  thereafter,  for  four  years, 
he  studied  at  Rhode  Island  State  Col¬ 
lege,  where  he  took  up  a  course  in 
civil  engineering. 

Since  the  death  of  his  father,  twenty 
years  ago,  he  has  continued  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  funeral  director.  He  has  faith¬ 
fully  followed  the  principles  of  fair 
dealing  and  courteous  service  estab¬ 
lished  by  his  father.  It  is  now  one  of 
the  best  and  largest  established  con¬ 
cerns  in  the  city. 

A  young  man  of  education  and 
ability,  in  1 926,  Mr.  Mariani  was 
elected  alderman  of  the  North  End 
section,  serving  for  one  term  with  emi¬ 
nent  satisfaction. 

Active  in  church  work  Mr.  Mariani 
besides  being  a  former  trustee  of  St. 
Ann’s  Church,  has  also  donated  a 
yearly  scholarship  to  St.  Ann’s  Paro¬ 
chial  school.  He  holds  honorary  mem- 
berhip  in  the  Stella  d’ Italia,  order  Sons 
of  Italy  and  Umberto  II  Society.  He 
is  a  past  district  deputy  of  St.  Anthony 
Council  of  Knights  of  Columbus.  His 
other  social,  fraternal  and  civic  affili¬ 
ations  include  the  Republican  Club  of 
Rhode  Island,  4th  Ward  Republican 
Club,  Aurora  Club,  Italo-American 
Club,  St.  Maria  dei  Cipressi,  Abruzzi 
e  Molise  Society  and  other  organiza¬ 
tions. 

Mr.  Mariani’s  office  is  at  593 
Charles  street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


MIGLIACCIO,  Nicholas  G- 
D.M.D, 

Born  in  Providence,  December  8, 
1 906,  the  son  of  Giuseppe  and  Loretta 
(Di  Maio)  Migliaccio,  both  natives 
of  Forio  d’Ischia,  Italy. 

He  attended  the  local  public  schools 
and  Cranston  High  School,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1  928  ;  he  then  entered 
the  Rhode  Island  State  College,  from 
which  he  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
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Bachelor  of  Sciences  in  1 932 ;  sub¬ 
sequently  he  attended  Harvard  Dental 
School,  from  which  he  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  D.M.D.  in  1936.  He 
served  six  months  of  interneship  at 
Worcester  State  Hospital,  and  fifteen 
months  of  interneship  at  the  Rhode 
Island  Hospital. 

Dr.  Migliaccio  has  been  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  dentistry  since  October, 

1937. 

On  July  1  2,  1 939,  Dr.  Migliaccio 
married  Anna  Armstrong  of  Provi¬ 
dence.  Office:  401  Broadway,  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I. 


MIGLIORI,  Giuseppe 

Manufacturing  jeweler ;  born  in  Cas¬ 
tro  dei  Volsci,  Province  of  Frosinone, 
Italy,  November  27,  1895,  the  son 
of  Luigi  and  Rosaria  (De  Angelis) 
Migliori,  both  natives  of  the  same  town. 

In  1 907,  at  the  age  of  1  1 ,  he  came 
to  the  United  States  to  join  his  parents 
in  Providence.  He  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  first  in  his  native  town,  afterwards 
in  the  public  schools  of  Providence. 
At  fifteen  he  began  his  apprenticeship 
in  the  jewelry  concern  of  Messier  & 
Company,  and  then  he  worked  as  a 
jeweler  for  Ostby  &  Barton,  and  later 
for  Schreiber  &  Company. 

At  the  start  of  the  World  War, 
Mr.  Migliori  went  back  to  Italy  and 
joined  the  Royal  Italian  Army.  He 
was  first  assigned  to  the  1 0th  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Infantry,  with  which  he  served 
thirteen  months.  Later  he  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  6th  Company  of  motorists 
engineers,  with  which  he  served  until 
honorably  discharged  in  1919.  For 
his  gallantry  displayed  at  the  front,  he 
was  awarded  a  war  cross. 

Following  his  return  to  Providence 
in  March,  1 920,  he  started  an  auto¬ 
mobile  repair  shop  on  Knight  street, 
remaining  there  until  the  end  of  1922. 
From  1922  to  1931  he  worked  for 
Raffaele  De  Angelis,  during  which 


period  he  also  constructed  the  plant  of 
his  laboratory.  Resuming  the  jewelry 
trade  he  was  successively  employed 
with  Cohn  &  Rosenberg  and  R.  I. 
Jewelry  Company,  and  followed  it  until 
he  opened  his  own  business  under  the 
name  of  Rainbow  Jewelry  Company, 
manufacturing  channel,  costume  and 
rhinestone  jewelries. 

Prominently  identified  with  numer¬ 
ous  fraternal,  social  and  religious  organ¬ 
izations,  Mr.  Migliori  is  President  of 
the  Italian  War  Veterans  Association 
of  the  City  of  Cranston ;  member  of  the 
Church  Committee  of  St.  Mary  Della 
Civita  in  Cranston. 

On  September  24,  1927,  Mr. 

Migliori  married  Anna  Cardi,  a  native 
of  Cranston.  They  are  the  parents  of 
two  children:  1 .  Giulio  Cesare;  2. 
Anna  Maria. 

Mr.  Migliori’s  office  is  at  1  85  Eddy 
street.  Providence,  R.  I.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Migliori  reside  at  1707  Cranston  street, 
Cranston,  R.  I. 


MOLLO.  Aurelio 

Businessman;  born  in  San  Giovanni 
Incarico,  Province  of  Frosinone,  Italy, 
August  13,  1891,  the  son  of  Nicola 
and  Maria  Luisa  (Marsella)  Mollo. 
Educated  in  his  native  town.  Served  as 
musician  with  the  82nd  Regiment  of 
Infantry,  later  transferred  as  clerk  to 
the  military  office  at  Florence.  Honor¬ 
ably  discharged  in  November,  1913. 
Immigrated  to  Providence  in  1914. 
For  twenty  years  worked  as  grocery 
salesman  for  G.  B.  Monachetti.  Since 
May,  1 939,  engaged  in  business  for 
himself  under  the  name  of  Rhode  Is¬ 
land  Specialty  Company.  Married 
(first),  Santina  Torti,  1918.  Deceased, 
1935.  Children:  1.  Mrs.  Maria  Luisa 
Lepore;  2.  Giovanni  Nicola.  Married 
(second).  Rose  di  Battista,  1938. 
Member  of  St.  Giovanni  Battista  So¬ 
ciety  of  San  Giovanni  Incarico,  Circolo 
San  Giovannese,  United  Commercial 
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Traveler  Club  and  Lodge  Dante  Ali¬ 
ghieri,  Order  Sons  of  Italy.  Office: 
385  Sharon  street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


MARTINO,  Giuseppe 

Businessman;  born  in  Teano,  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Naples,  Italy,  October  9, 
1  894,  the  son  of  Alfonso  and  Giusep- 
pina  (Ferrieri)  Martino,  who  were 
born  respectively,  at  Teano,  and  at 
Roccamonfina,  Italy. 

He  attended  the  local  public  schools, 
and  at  the  age  of  seven  he  was  brought 
to  the  United  States  by  his  aunt,  to 
join  his  parents  in  Providence. 

After  attending  school,  he  started 
life  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  blacking 
stoves  at  Barstow  Stove  Company. 
He  advanced  very  rapidly  rising  to 
the  position  of  stove  inspector.  His  next 
job  was  as  manager  of  the  furniture 
store  of  Lyon  A.  Marcus  on  Atwells 
avenue.  In  1 922  he  went  into  the 
furniture  business  for  himself  and  has 
continued  this  venture  uninterruptedly 
in  the  Broadway  section.  His  furniture 
business  is  carried  on  under  the  name 
of  Boston  Wholesale  Furniture  Com¬ 
pany. 

Mr.  Martino’s  fraternal,  civic  and 
social  affiliations  include  the  6th  Ward 
Italian  Independent  Club,  Young  Ital¬ 
ian  Imperial  Club,  Johnston  Gun  and 
Rod  Club,  and  Lodge  Giosue  Car- 
ducci.  Order  Sons  of  Italy. 

On  June  22,  1913,  Mr.  Martino 
married  Alfonsina  Spina,  a  native  of 
Prata  Sannita,  Italy.  They  are  the 
parents  of  six  children:  1.  Alfonso; 
2.  Egidio;  3.  Ruggiero;  4.  Fioravante; 
5.  Anna;  6.  Giuseppe. 

Mr.  Martino’s  Boston  Wholesale 
Furniture  Company  is  at  640  Broad¬ 
way,  Providence,  R.  I. 


McKENDALL.  Frank  D. 

Head  of  this  branch  of  the  family 
in  Rhode  Island,  one  of  the  earliest 
immigrants  from  Fontegreca,  Italy. 


Chairman  of  Lincoln  Trust  Com¬ 
pany,  President  of  Frank  D.  McKen- 
dall  Lumber  Company,  and  one  of 
the  outstanding  builders  of  the  Italo- 
American  communities  during  the  coun¬ 
try’s  greatest  era  of  industrial  expan¬ 
sion  and  immigration  boom.  See  Page 
1 9,  First  Edition,  Italo-Americans  of 
Rhode  Island,  1 936. 


MARROCCO.  Nellie  M. 


NELLIE  M.  MARROCCO 


Prominent  in  social  welfare  move¬ 
ment  and  one  of  the  best  known  Italo 
American  women  in  Rhode  Island ; 
born  in  Providence,  the  daughter  of 
Giacinto  and  Raffaella  (Rizzo)  Pas- 
tilli,  who  were  born  respectively,  at 
Montagano,  Province  of  Campobasso, 
Italy,  and  at  Calvello,  Province  of 
Potenza,  Italy,  Her  father  is  one  of 
the  earliest  Italian  settlers  in  Provi¬ 
dence. 

Mrs.  Marrocco  was  educated  in  the 
local  public  schools.  Technical  High 
School  and  also  took  special  courses 
at  Brown  University. 

In  the  field  of  Italo-American 


124 


Italo-Americans  of  Rhode  Island 


women’s  educational  work  and  in  the 
promotion  of  social  welfare  among  her 
people  she  has  long  been  very  active, 
rendering  important  services  to  the  com¬ 
munity.  She  was  a  charter  member 
and  for  many  years  secretary  of  the 
Mount  Pleasant  Parent-Teachers  As¬ 
sociation.  In  1921  she  organized  the 
Girls  Scouts  Federal  Hill  House,  and 
in  1  928  she  organized  a  similar  organ¬ 
ization  at  the  George  J.  West  School. 
She  was  the  first  woman  of  Italian 
extraction  to  become  interested  in  Girls 
Scouts  movement  in  Rhode  Island.  She 
organized  the  Jr.  Progressive  League 
in  1927.  In  1931  she  won  State-wide 
attention  by  founding  the  Rhode  Island 
Council  of  Italian  Women.  She  was 
a  conference  member  of  Family  Wel¬ 
fare  Society,  1  93 1  -38.  She  is  chair¬ 
man  of  Mt.  Pleasant  Division  Volun¬ 
teers  of  the  Providence  Jr.  League. 
In  addition  to  the  many  educational, 
social  welfare  and  civic  activities,  she 
was  Vice-president  of  Quinsnicket 
Writers,  1939-40,  and  for  a  while 
wrote  weekly  columns  for  the  Italian 
Echo  on  subjects  of  interest  to  women. 

On  September  11,1 909,  Mrs.  Mar- 
rocco  married  Salvatore  Marrocco,  a 
native  of  Pietravairano,  Italy.  Mr. 
Marrocco  is  a  son  of  Achille  and 
Teresa  (Marino)  Marrocco.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Marrocco  are  the  parents  of  three 
children:  1.  Mrs.  Evelyn  Impagliazzo; 
2.  Jesselyn;  3.  Ronald.  Home:  174 
Roanoke  street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


MAURO,  Edmund  M, 

Businessman  and  State  official ;  born 
in  Paterson,  N.  J.,  July  9,  1  899,  the 
son  of  Giuseppe  and  Matilde  (Fioren 
tini)  Mauro. 

He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Providence,  attended  the 
Technical  High  School  and  then  en¬ 
tered  the  Morris  Heights  Preparatory 
School,  graduating  in  1917. 

He  was  first  employed  with  the 


George  H.  Fuller  Company  of  New 
York  City,  where  he  acquired  the 
early  training  for  the  building  construc¬ 
tion  business.  In  the  meantime,  he 
spent  one  year  at  Columbia  University, 
where  he  took  up  a  course  in  en¬ 
gineering. 

The  years  of  experience  with  the 
George  H.  Fuller  Company,  combined 
with  his  studies  in  engineering  at  Co¬ 
lumbia  University,  gave  Mr.  Mauro 
the  foundation  with  which  to  build  a 
business  for  himself,  and  in  1925,  he 
founded  and  organized  in  Providence 
the  building  construction  business, 
known  as  the  Mauro  Construction  Com¬ 
pany,  Inc.,  of  which  he  is  President 
and  Treasurer. 

Mr.  Mauro  is  widely  known  as  a 
very  able  and  successful  businessman, 
enjoys  a  high  reputation  for  fair  deal¬ 
ing,  takes  a  very  active  part  in  .civic, 
fraternal  and  social  affairs,  and  indeed, 
in  every  respect  represents  the  highest 
type  of  useful  and  public-spirited  citi¬ 
zenship. 

On  June  8,  1 939,  His  Excellency, 
Governor  William  H.  Vanderbilt  ap¬ 
pointed  Mr.  Mauro  a  member  of  the 
State  Board  of  Parole. 

Mr.  Mauro  is  a  charter  member  of 
the  Aurora  Club. 

On  September  5,  1929,  Mr.  Mauro 
married  Zelia  Emilia  Tortolani,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Tortolani. 
They  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
1 .  Roberta  Elsa;  2.  Edmund  M.,  Jr. 
Office:  601  Turks  Head  Building, 
Providence,  R.  I. 


MARCELLO.  Matteo  Thomas 

Prominent  wholesale  grocer  and  im¬ 
porter,  State  official  and  a  leader  among 
Italo-American  business  men ;  born  in 
Caianello,  Province  of  Naples,  Italy, 
March  1 4,  1  894,  the  son  of  Antonio 
and  Margherita  (Piccirillo)  Marcello, 
who  were  born  respectively,  at  Caianel¬ 
lo,  and  Teano,  Italy. 
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M.  THOMAS  MARCELLO 


He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town,  but  when  a  lad  of 
twelve  he  was  brought  to  the  United 
States  by  his  parents,  who  settled  in 
Cranston.  Starting  life  as  an  immigrant 
boy,  Mr.  Marcello  had  risen  through 
various  employment,  to  the  position  of 
building  contractor,  a  business  which 
he  started  at  the  age  of  seventeen.  In 
1919  he  turned  to  the  wholesale  gro¬ 
cery,  provisions  and  importing  business, 
establishing  his  new  venture  under  the 
name  of  M.  Thomas  Marcello,  whole 
sale  dealer  in  beef,  eggs,  groceries, 
provisions,  and  importer  of  olive  oil. 
High  standards  of  business  dealing, 
products  of  the  finest  quality  and  ef¬ 
fective  service  on  the  part  of  trained 
and  competent  employes,  are  largely 
due  to  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Marcello. 
His  extensive  and  growing  enterprise 
makes  him  one  of  the  most  widely 
known  Italo-American  business  men  in 
Rhode  Island. 

A  generous  man  and  active  in  Italo- 
American  civic  and  social  affairs,  in 
1 934  he  was  elected  councilman  from 
the  5th  Ward  of  the  City  of  Cranston, 
and  re-elected  in  1 936,  serving  until 


1938.  In  1938  he  was  elected  Rep¬ 
resentative  from  the  5th  Representative 
district  of  the  City  of  Cranston.  A  pub¬ 
lic  servant  of  integrity  and  ability,  he 
is  a  member  of  many  important  com¬ 
mittees,  including  the  Agriculture  and 
Mechanic  Arts  committee. 

Mr.  Marcello  is  President  of  the 
Silver  Lake  Loan  &  Investment  Com¬ 
pany. 

His  business,  fraternal  and  social 
affiliations  include  the  Italian  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of  New  England,  the 
Elks,  Aurora  Club,  Italo-American 
Club  and  Unitas  Catholic  Club. 

In  1921,  Mr.  Marcello  married 
Anna  Indeglia,  a  native  of  Providence. 
They  are  the  parents  of  four  children: 
1.  Mrs.  Olga  Margherita  Toppa,  wife 
of  John  M.  Toppa,  a  well-known  con¬ 
tractor  of  Newport,  R.  I. ;  2.  Mathew 
Thomas,  Jr.,  a  student;  3.  Anthony 
Claudio,  a  student;  4.  Anna  Marie, 
a  student.  Home:  183  Heather  street, 
Cranston,  R.  I.  Business  address:  375 
Canal  street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


MAINELLI,  Joseph 

Lawyer  and  public  official.  As  a 
member  of  the  Rhode  Island  bar  and 
active  in  public  affairs,  Mr.  Mainelli 
has  spared  no  obstacles  to  develop  the 
talents  with  which  nature  endowed  him 
and  has  won  his  way  to  the  top  through 
hard  work  and  consistent  effort.  For 
his  achievements  in  these  different  fields, 
he  is  highly  esteemed  and  respected. 

Mr.  Mainelli  was  born  in  Froso- 
lone,  Province  of  Campobasso,  Italy, 
March  3,  1 903,  the  son  of  Michele 
and  Maria  Carmina  (Venditti)  Main¬ 
elli. 

At  the  age  of  three  he  was  brought 
to  Rhode  Island  by  his  parents  who 
settled  in  Providence.  He  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  Providence  public  schools 
and  Technical  High  School.  He  studied 
law  at  the  Northeastern  University 
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JOSEPH  MAINELLI 


Law  School,  from  which  he  graduated 
in  1933,  with  the  degree  of  LL.B. 

Having  been  admitted  to  the  Rhode 
Island  bar  in  May,  1  934,  he  has  since 
then  been  successfully  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  law  in  Providence.  On  De¬ 
cember  28,  1 939,  Mayor  John  F. 
Collins  appointed  Mr.  Mainelli  to  the 
important  post  of  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Canvassers  and  Registration 
of  the  City  of  Providence,  an  office 
which  he  fills  with  ability  and  tact. 

He  is  also  keenly  interested  in  civic, 
social  and  fraternal  affairs,  covering 
a  wide  scope.  His  political  alignment 
is  with  the  Republican  party,  of  whose 
policies  and  principles  he  is  a  staunch 
supporter.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Bar  Association,  Froso- 
lonese  Club,  Bradford  Club  and  Uni¬ 
ted  Commercial  Travelers  of  America. 

On  June  11,  1928,  Mr.  Mainelli 
married  Anna  Regine.  They  are  the 
parents  of  two  children:  1.  Maria 
Carmina;  2.  Michael  Richard.  Home: 
197  Atwells  avenue.  Providence,  R.  I. 


MIGLIACCIO.  Anthony  V..  M.D. 

The  island  of  Ischia,  in  the  Bay  of 
Naples,  Italy,  is  especially  interesting 
to  Rhode  Islanders  because  of  the  great 
number  of  its  people  that  have  immi¬ 
grated  to  Providence.  Among  the  per¬ 
sonalities  who  have  emerged  from  this 
group  is  Dr.  Anthony  V.  Migliaccio, 
American-born  physician. 


MAISANO,  John 

Businessman  and  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Italo-American  community  of 
Bristol;  born  in  Scafati,  Province  of 
Salerno,  Italy,  August  21,  1876,  the 
son  of  Aniello  and  Maria  Carmina 
Caraturo  Maisano,  both  natives  of  the 
same  town. 

After  attending  school  in  his  native 
town,  he  learned  the  shoe-making  trade. 
At  the  age  of  about  sixteen  years,  he 
immigrated  to  the  United  States,  set¬ 
tling  in  Bristol.  Upon  coming  to  Bristol, 
he  obtained  employment  at  the  U.  S. 
Rubber  Company,  where  he  remained 
until  1918,  when  he  established  him¬ 
self  independently  in  the  grocery  and 
news  store  business.  As  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Italian  origin  and 
father  of  a  large  family,  he  made  him¬ 
self  a  figure  of  influence  in  Italo-Am¬ 
erican  circles  in  Bristol,  where  the 
Maisanos  are  highly  respected  and 
widely  known. 

Mr.  Maisano  is  one  of  the  founders 
and  member  of  the  Lodge  Principessa 
Elena,  Order  Sons  of  Italy. 

On  June  1  7,  1 899,  in  his  native 
town  of  Scafati,  Italy,  he  married  Anna 
Santa.  They  are  the  parents  of  thirteen 
children,  all  natives  of  Bristol  and 
proud  of  their  American  citizenship: 

1 .  Salvatore,  in  the  gasoline  business ; 

2.  Anthony,  in  the  gasoline  business; 

3.  Carmine,  a  reporter  for  the  Provi¬ 
dence  Journal  and  Evening  Bulletin ; 

4.  Mrs.  Carmelina  Proto;  5.  Pasquale; 
6.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Romano;  7.  Wil- 
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liam;  8.  Lucy;  9.  Virginia;  10.  Ella; 
1  1 .  Aniello;  1  2.  John ;  1  3.  Louis.  Ad¬ 
dress:  467  Wood  street,  Bristol,  R.  I. 


MARIANO,  Joseph  Edward 

Jewelry  manufacturer;  born  in  Mon- 
tagano.  Province  of  Campobasso,  Italy, 
November  20,  1890,  the  son  of  Gi¬ 
useppe  and  Carmela  Mariano,  de¬ 
ceased,  who  were  also  natives  of  the 
same  town.  His  parents  with  their 
small  children  immigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  1891,  settling  in  Providence, 
and  here  the  Mariano  family  have  made 
their  home  ever  since. 

Joseph  Edward  Mariano  attended 
the  Providence  public  schools  and  Clas¬ 
sical  High  school.  At  the  age  of  four¬ 
teen  he  became  an  apprentice  in  a  jew¬ 
elry  factory.  After  completing  his  ap¬ 
prenticeship  he  followed  his  trade  in 
different  leading  jewelry  concerns  dur¬ 
ing  a  number  of  years.  An  exceedingly 
ambitious  young  man,  anxious  to  en¬ 
gage  in  business  on  his  own  account, 
in  1916  he  associated  himself  with  the 
Progressive  Ring  Company.  He  re¬ 
mained  there  for  twelve  years.  In  1  928 
he  started  the  Barker  &  Barker  Mfg. 
Co.,  makers  of  fine  sterling  silver  jewel¬ 
ry  and  novelties,  of  which  concern  he 
is  President  and  Treasurer.  Mr.  Mari¬ 
ano  is  not  only  a  skilled  jeweler,  but 
also  a  most  able  business  man.  His 
progressive  ideas  are  in  a  large  measure 
responsible  for  the  rapid  growth  of 
his  concern. 

Mr.  Mariano  is  a  well-known  figure 
in  business,  patriotic  and  social  circles. 
He  is  one  of  the  original  founders  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Boys  Scouts  of 
America,  which  was  organized  in  1910. 
He  has  been  an  active  member  of 
the  Italo  American  Club  of  Rhode 
Island  since  1 908. 

On  August  20,  1934,  Mr.  Mari¬ 
ano  married  Amelia  Del  Sesto,  a  native 
of  Providence.  They  are  the  parents 


of  two  children:  1 .  Elizabeth  Ann; 
2.  J.  Edward  Mariano,  Jr.  Home: 
616  Mount  Pleasant  avenue.  Office: 
1  1 99  Eddy  street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


NANI.  Albert  E. 

Furniture  salesman  and  well  known 
fraternal  worker ;  born  in  Isernia,  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Campobasso,  Italy,  April  1 0, 
I  888,  the  son  of  Licinio  and  Chiarina 
(D’ Alfonso)  Nani,  who  were  born 
respectively,  at  Isernia  and  at  Scapoii, 
Italy. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Isernia  and  the  private  school  of  Semi- 
nario  of  Montecassino,  but  the  prema¬ 
ture  death  of  his  father  cut  short  his 
ambition  to  acquire  a  thorough  educa¬ 
tion.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  immi¬ 
grated  to  the  United  States,  settling 
in  Providence.  Upon  arriving  here,  he 
went  to  work  in  a  jewelry  factory,  re¬ 
maining  there  a  number  of  years.  He 
then  entered  the  employ  of  the  United 
Electric  Railways,  first  as  a  motorman 
and  later  becoming  an  inspector.  In 
1927  he  went  to  work  as  salesman  for 
the  Outlet  Company,  in  the  furniture 
department.  In  his  line  of  work  he  has 
been  eminently  successful  from  the  very 
outset,  with  the  result  that  he  ranks 
high  among  outstanding  furniture  sales¬ 
men  and  has  now  the  confidence  of  his 
superiors. 

A  man  of  many  activities,  Mr.  Nani 
is  a  member  of  Lodge  Riunite  of  North 
End,  Order  Sons  of  Italy;  Society 
Umberto  II,  No.  2;  the  Elks. 

Mr.  Nani  married  first,  in  1916, 
Elvira  Mascio.  His  first  wife  died  in 
1936.  Mr.  Nani  married  the  second 
time  on  April  28,  1938,  Luisa  Fer- 
rucci.  Mr.  Nani  is  the  father  of  the 
following  children  by  his  first  mar¬ 
riage:  1.  Ines;  2.  Lola;  3.  Emma;  4. 
Albert,  Jr.;  5.  Ronald;  6.  Roger. 
Home:  89  Paul  street.  Providence, 

R.  I. 
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NANI,  Henry  E. 

Jewelry  superintendent;  born  in  Iser- 
nia.  Province  of  Campobasso,  Italy, 
August  25,  1894,  the  son  of  Licinio 
and  Chiarina  (D’Alfonso)  Nani,  who 
were  born  respectively,  at  Isernia,  and 
at  Scapoli,  Italy. 

He  was  brought  to  the  United  States 
by  his  mother  when  only  seven  years 
old,  settling  in  Providence.  After  grad¬ 
uating  from  the  Branch  avenue  gram¬ 
mar  school,  he  served  his  apprenticeship 
in  a  jewelry  factory,  and  later  worked 
as  a  skilled  jeweler  with  various  con¬ 
cerns.  During  the  World  War  Mr. 
Nani  enlisted  in  the  United  States 
Navy,  serving  overseas,  assigned  to 
transport  duty.  He  was  honorably  dis 
charged  in  October,  1919.  Following 
his  return  to  civilian  life  he  resumed  his 
occupation  in  the  jewelry  factory.  After 
serving  in  practically  all  the  many  de¬ 
partments  of  the  jewelry  trade,  in  1  925 
he  became  superintendent  of  the  Pro¬ 
gressive  Ring  Company,  jewelry  man¬ 
ufacturers,  rising  to  his  present  responsi¬ 
ble  position  through  sheer  intelligence 
and  ability.  The  company  during  the 
busy  season  employs  over  350  em¬ 
ployes. 

Highly  regarded  in  jewelry  circles, 
Mr.  Nani  is  also  active  in  social  and 
fraternal  affairs.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  American  Legion  and  of  the  Vet¬ 
erans  of  Foreign  Wars. 

On  June  14,  1921,  Mr.  Nani  mar¬ 
ried  Anna  Maria  Colicci,  a  native  of 
Providence.  They  are  the  parents  of 
five  children:  1.  Claire;  2.  Henry  Jr.; 
3.  Richard;  4.  David;  5.  Donald. 
Home:  163  Modena  avenue.  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I. 


OTTAVIANO,  James 

Public  official;  born  in  North  Prov¬ 
idence,  January  19,  1902,  the  son 
of  Giovanni  Giuseppe  and  Angela 
(Iannuccilli),  who  were  born  respec¬ 
tively,  at  Ciorlano,  and  Valle  Agricola, 


in  the  former  Province  of  Caserta, 
Italy. 

After  attending  the  local  public 
schools  and  Manton  Evening  High 
School,  he  enlisted  in  the  U.  S.  Navy, 
serving  at  Gulfport,  Mississippi,  and 
was  honorably  discharged  in  1918. 
Upon  his  return  to  Rhode  Island  he 
became  a  construction  mechanic  and 
followed  this  trade  until  his  entrance 
into  the  political  field.  In  1932  his 
popularity  culminated  in  his  appoint¬ 
ment  as  Director  of  Public  Aid  in  the 
Town  of  North  Providence.  He  re¬ 
signed  in  1935  in  order  to  accept  the 
appointment  of  Relief  Administrator 
and  Director  of  WPA  of  North  Prov¬ 
idence. 

Under  the  name  of  James  Penny  he 
has  been  very  active  as  a  baseball 
player,  winning  a  number  of  prizes. 

On  June  27,  1936,  Mr.  Ottaviano 
married  Irma  Maiani  of  Boston,  for¬ 
merly  a  school  teacher.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ottaviano  maintain  their  home  at  5 
Emanuel  street,  Lymansville,  in  the 
Town  of  North  Providence,  R.  I. 


ODDO,  Vincent  J.,  M.D. 

Born  in  Bisacquino,  Province  of 
Palermo,  Italy,  February  13,  1891, 
the  son  of  Gaspare  and  Rosalia  Fulco 
Oddo. 

At  the  age  of  four  he  was  brought 
to  the  United  States  by  his  parents. 
He  attended  the  public  schools  of  New 
York  City,  North  Adams  and  Hoi* 
yoke.  Mass.,  graduating  from  the  Hol¬ 
yoke  High  School  in  1912.  He  then 
entered  the  University  of  Maryland 
School  of  Medicine,  from  which  he 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  M.D.,  in 
1916.  Following  his  interneship  at 
Mercy  Hospital  in  Baltimore,  Mary¬ 
land,  he  successfully  passed  the  medical 
examination  in  Maryland,  Massachu¬ 
setts  and  Rhode  Island. 

Dr.  Oddo  came  to  Providence  in 
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1917  and  immediately  began  practice 
of  his  profession. 

While  engaged  in  medical  practice, 
he  took  up  a  post  graduate  course  in 
urology  at  the  N.  Y.  University  in 
1  928,  and  at  Harvard  Medical  School 
in  1929. 

In  1918,  Dr.  Oddo  became  associ¬ 
ated  with  St.  Joseph”s  Hospital,  and 
when  a  new  department  of  urology 
was  established,  he  was  appointed 
assistant  urological  surgeon.  He  was 
later  appointed  Chief  Urological  Sur¬ 
geon  in  1 920,  and  Director  of  the 
Department  of  Urology  in  January, 
1936.  He  is  also  on  the  visiting  staff 
of  the  Homeopathic  and  Miriam  Hos¬ 
pitals  ;  consultant  urologist  at  Charles 
V.  Chapin  Hospital,  Notre  Dame  Hos¬ 
pital  of  Central  Falls,  the  Hospital 
for  Mental  Diseases  at  the  State  In¬ 
firmary  at  Howard,  and  Westerly  Gen¬ 
eral  Hospital. 

Dr.  Oddo  served  as  member  of  the 
School  Committee,  during  1922-23; 
he  was  appointed  medical  examiner  for 
the  District  of  Providence  in  January, 
1933. 

Dr.  Oddo  is  a  member  of  the  Prov¬ 
idence  Medical  Society;  R.  I.  Medi¬ 
cal  Society ;  Fellow  of  the  American 
Medical  Association ;  member  of  the 
Malpighi  Medical  Club  and  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Society  of  Regional  Anesthesia. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Aurora 
Club. 

On  October  6,  1918,  Dr.  Oddo 
married  Carmelina  M.  Martino  of 
Providence.  They  are  the  parents  of 
three  children:  1.  Rosalia;  2.  Vincent, 
Jr.;  3.  Salvatore.  Office:  322  Broad¬ 
way.  (From  the  1936  Edition.) 


POLICASTRI,  Eugenio 

Businessman  and  veteran  of  the 
World  War;  born  in  Corigliano  Cal- 
abro.  Province  of  Cosenza,  Italy,  No¬ 
vember  11,1  888,  the  son  of  Paolo  and 
Chiara  (Galanti)  Policastri. 


He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town  until  the  age  of  12, 
at  which  time  he  was  brought  to  the 
United  States  by  his  parents,  making 
their  home  in  New  York  City.  Upon 
arriving  there  he  learned  the  tailoring 
trade  and  designing,  and  studied  Eng¬ 
lish  in  the  evening  public  schools.  In 
1914  he  removed  to  Providence  where 
he  obtained  employment  as  a  tailor 
and  designer. 

During  the  World  War  he  enlisted 
in  his  adopted  country’s  cause,  being 
assigned  to  the  76th  Regiment  of  In¬ 
fantry,  with  which  he  saw  active  service 
in  France,  taking  part  in  a  number  of 
engagements  in  the  Metz  sector.  He  was 
honorably  discharged  in  September, 

1919. 

Upon  his  return  to  America  he  es¬ 
tablished  a  high  grade  tailor  shop  of 
his  own,  where  fine  clothes  for  gentle¬ 
men  and  custom  made  uniforms  are 
made. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Lafayette 
Lodge  of  Masons  of  New  York;  El 
Sole  di  Cuba  Lodge  of  New  York; 
Court  Carlo  Alberto,  Foresters  of  Am¬ 
erica  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Policastri  married  twice.  His 
first  wife  was  Carmela  (Rosa)  Poli¬ 
castri.  She  died  in  1926.  His  second 
marriage  was  to  Maria  Saulini  Policas¬ 
tri.  He  is  the  father  of  four  children: 
1 .  Antonietta,  a  clerk  in  the  Providence 
Public  Library;  2.  Paolo;  3.  Egidio; 
4.  Diana.  Address:  46  Home  avenue. 
Providence,  R.  I. 


PONTARELLI,  Mary  C. 

Teacher;  born  in  Providence,  the 
daughter  of  Giuseppe  and  Delfina 
(Montepara)  Pontarelli,  both  natives 
of  Rocchetta  al  Volturno,  Province  of 
Campobasso,  Italy. 

She  attended  the  local  public  schools 
and  graduated  from  Technical  High 
School  in  1 928.  Thence  she  entered 
the  Rhode  Island  College  of  Educa- 
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tion,  from  which  she  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Education 
in  1932.  While  at  R.  I.  College  of 
Education  she  was  a  member  of  the 
Italian  Club  and  Art  Club. 

Miss  Pontarelli  began  teaching  as 
a  student  teacher  in  1  932  and  received 
an  appointment  as  permanent  teacher 
m  1935.  She  is  listed  as  pre-vocational 
teacher  at  Kenyon  street  school. 


PETRUCCI,  Emilio  R. 

Superintendent,  born  in  Providence, 
January  8,  1908,  the  son  of  Luciano 
and  Louise  (Rampini)  Petrucci,  both 
natives  of  San  Giovanni  Incarico,  Italy. 
He  received  his  early  education  in  the 
local  public  schools,  graduating  from 
Bridgham  Grammar  School.  After 
leaving  school,  he  worked  in  various 
jewelry  factories,  where  he  learned  the 
jewelry  trade.  He  next  spent  twelve 
years  with  the  Sumner  Manufacturing 
Company,  as  foreman,  going  thence  to 
Blacher  Brothers  as  superintendent. 
Blacher  Brothers  is  one  of  the  largest 
manufacturing  concerns  of  its  kind  in 
Rhode  Island.  He  is  deeply  interested 
in  civic,  social  and  fraternal  activities. 
Some  few  years  ago,  Mr.  Petrucci 
married  Anna  Tarentino  of  Providence. 
They  became  the  parents  of  one  child: 
Emilio,  Jr.  Home:  73  Tell  street, 
Providence,  R.  I. 


PENNINE.  Saverio  N.,  D.M.D. 
M.D. 

Born  in  Venafro,  Province  of  Cam- 
pobasso,  Italy,  September  15,  1890, 
the  son  of  Antonio  and  Giocondina 
(Borrelli)  Pennine,  who  were  born 
respectively  at  Capua,  Province  of  Na¬ 
ples,  and  at  Venafro,  Province  of  Cam- 
pobasso,  Italy.  His  father  was  a  vet¬ 
erinary  surgeon.  At  the  age  of  5  he 
was  brought  to  the  United  States  by 
his  parents,  who  settled  in  Providence. 

After  completing  his  education  in 


DR.  S.  N.  PENNINE 

the  public  schools,  La  Salle  Academy, 
Max  Magner  Business  College  and 
Child’s  Commercial  College,  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  National  Cash  Regis¬ 
ter  Company  and  worked  for  that  firm 
for  ten  years  as  head  book-keeper  and 
stenographer.  In  1915  he  attended 
Tuft’s  Dental  College,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  January,  1918. 

In  1921  he  entered  the  Kansas  City 
College  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  re¬ 
ceiving  his  M.D.  degree  the  following 
year.  He  then  resumed  the  practice  of 
dentistry  here  and  in  1927  enrolled 
at  the  Massachusetts  College  of  Osteo¬ 
pathy  in  Boston,  from  which  institu¬ 
tion  he  received  his  B.C.  degree  in 

1928. 

Dr.  Pennine  is  the  founder  and 
President  of  the  New  England  College 
of  Podiatry.  He  enlisted  in  the  U.  S. 
Army  Medical  Reserve  Corps  in  1918, 
rising  in  1936  to  the  rank  of  Major 
and  at  present  is  a  member  of  the  Re¬ 
serve  Corps  examining  board  here. 

Dr.  Pennine’s  civic,  social  and  fra¬ 
ternal  affiliations  include  the  Elks, 
Town  Criers  and  other  organizations. 
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In  January,  1940,  he  was  made  an 
honorary  sheriff  by  High  Sheriff,  John 
H.  Kelley,  in  recognition  of  his  con¬ 
tributions  to  many  civic  activities. 

On  April  26,  1911,  Dr.  Pennine 
married  Ella  De  Courcey,  of  Provi¬ 
dence.  They  are  the  parents  of  six 
children:  1.  Eleanor;  2.  Edna;  3.  Wil¬ 
liam;  4.  Ernestine;  5.  Virginia;  6.  Ed¬ 
ward.  Office:  118  Empire  street, 
Providence,  R.  I. 


PEZZULLO,  Joseph 

Manufacturing  jeweler;  born  in 
Providence,  October  1 4,  1 894,  the 
son  of  Angelico  and  Domenica  (Pet- 
racca)  Pezzullo,  both  natives  of  Valle 
Agricola,  Province  of  Benevento,  Italy. 

He  attended  the  Providence  public 
schools,  English  High  School,  Rhode 
Island  School  of  Design  and  Rhode 
Island  Commercial  School.  He  then 
entered  the  carpenter’s  trade  under  his 
father,  an  experienced  contractor.  Later 
he  became  his  father’s  partner  in  the 
contracting  business.  In  1 933  he 
organized  the  Star  Novelty  Company, 
Inc.,  makers  of  fine  jewelry,  of  which 
concern  he  became  its  treasurer. 

An  influential  citizen  of  the  Town 
of  Johnston,  in  November,  1 936, 
he  was  elected  its  Representative,  serv¬ 
ing  until  1938.  He  was  very  active  in 
the  discharge  of  his  office,  serving  in 
the  educational  and  welfare  committees. 

He  is  a  member  of  St.  Maria  di 
Prata  Club  and  St.  Ann  Society. 

On  August  19,  1916,  Mr.  Pez¬ 
zullo  married  Theresa  De  Sisto,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Johnston.  They  became  the 
parents  of  eight  children :  1 .  Elizabeth ; 
2.  Angelico;  3.  Joseph,  deceased;  4. 
Raymond;  5.  Rose;  6.  Achille;  7.  Ed¬ 
mund;  8.  Rita.  Office:  101  Sabin 
street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


PASTORE,  John  O. 

Lawyer;  born  in  Providence,  March 
17,  1907,  the  son  of  Michele  and 
Erminia  (Asprinio)  Pastore,  who  were 
born  respectively,  at  Sant’  Arcangelo, 
Providence  of  Potenza,  and  Teano, 
Province  of  Naples,  Italy. 

He  attended  the  local  public  schools. 
Classical  High  School,  1925;  North¬ 
eastern  University  Law  School,  LL.B., 
1931.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Rhode 
Island  bar  in  May,  1932,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  afterwards  he  engaged  in  the 
active  practice  of  law. 

Deeply  interested  in  public  affairs, 
Mr.  Pastore  came  into  political  prom¬ 
inence  in  1934,  when  he  was  elected 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  serv¬ 
ing  in  1935,  1936  and  1937.  In  June, 
1937,  he  was  appointed  by  Attorney 
General  John  P.  Hartigan  to  the  post 
of  Assistant  Attorney  General  of  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  an  office  which 
he  filled  very  efficiently  until  December, 
1  938.  In  1  939  he  was  made  a  member 
of  the  important  Providence  Charter 
Revision  Commission. 

Mr.  Pastore  is  a  member  of  both 
the  American  Bar  Association  and 
Rhode  Island  Bar  Association.  He  is 
President  of  the  Italo-American  Club 
of  Rhode  Island.  Office:  49  West¬ 
minster  street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


PASTORE,  George  A. 

Manufacturing  jeweler;  born  in 
Sant’  Arcangelo,  Province  of  Potenza, 
Italy,  March  19,  1897,  the  son  of 
Giambattista  and  Teresa  (Scardacci 
one)  Pastore.  He  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1905.  After  attending  the 
local  public  schools,  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  he  became  a  jewelry  tool  making 
apprentice.  He  followed  this  trade  until 
he  went  into  the  jewelry  tool  making 
business  for  himself.  In  1 928  he  also 
added  to  his  business  jewelry  manufac¬ 
turing,  specializing  in  men’s  jewelries. 
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employing  in  his  concern  some  twenty- 
five  people. 

In  1919,  Mr.  Pastore  married  Emi¬ 
lia  Rosati.  Children:  1 .  George,  Jr.; 
2.  Anita;  3.  Dolores;  4.  Edward. 

Office:  46  Chestnut  street.  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I. 


PAOLISSO,  John  A. 

Businessman  and  prominent  in  fra¬ 
ternal  societies;  born  in  Riardo,  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Naples,  Italy,  the  son  of  Stefa- 
no  and  Giovannina  (Regna)  Paolisso. 
His  father  was  employed  as  an  agent 
of  Prince  Gira  of  Naples.  When  he 
was  two  years  old  the  family  moved 
to  Pietravairano. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Pietravairano,  and  in  the  meantime 
learned  the  tailor’s  trade.  At  the  age 
of  twenty  he  was  called  to  serve  the 
Royal  Italian  Army,  assigned  to  the 
76th  Regiment  of  Infantry,  remaining 
there  until  his  honorable  discharge  with 
the  rank  of  corporal  major  in  1  896. 

Immediately  following  his  discharge 
from  the  army  in  1  896,  he  immigrated 
to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Provi¬ 
dence.  For  the  first  few  years  he  worked 
as  a  tailor  in  many  leading  shops.  In 
1  909  he  established  his  own  tailor  shop, 
which  business  he  has  conducted  for 
over  thirty  years. 

Mr.  Paolisso  is  a  past  chief  ranger 
of  Court  Florence,  Foresters  of  Ameri¬ 
ca;  President  of  Nuova  Firenze  So¬ 
ciety;  Assistant  Venerable  of  Lodge 
Italia,  Order  Sons  of  Italy. 

On  June  16,  1901,  Mr.  Paolisso 
married  Maria  De  Mitri.  They  are 
the  parents  of  four  children:  1.  Mrs. 
Jennie  Sammartino;  2.  Louis,  a  jewel¬ 
er;  3.  Americo,  a  designer;  4.  Mrs. 
Evelyn  Gemma.  Home:  72  Brad¬ 
ford  street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


PATERRA,  Alfredo  Armando 

Businessman ;  born  in  Rome,  Italy, 
September  1  2,  1  886,  the  son  of  Gio¬ 
vanni  and  Serafina  (Paolelh)  Paterra. 
His  father  was  a  native  of  Palena, 
Province  of  Chieti,  Italy.  His  mother 
is  a  native  of  Rome. 

After  completing  the  primary  grades 
of  the  public  schools  of  Rome,  he  spent 
three  years  at  the  Technical  School 
and  two  years  at  the  Technical  Insti¬ 
tute.  Later,  he  served  apprenticeship 
in  designing  and  tailoring  in  Rome. 

In  1  905  he  immigrated  to  the  United 
States,  settling  in  Providence.  Upon 
arriving  here  he  obtained  employment 
as  designer  and  tailor  for  B.  F.  Keith 
and  Albee  theatres,  remaining  there  for 
sixteen  years.  During  the  World  War 
he  served  as  special  investigator  for 
the  U.  S.  government.  From  1935  to 
1937  he  served  as  clerk  in  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island.  From  1938  to  1939 
he  served  as  assistant  caretaker  and 
general  stock  clerk  for  State  park  sup¬ 
plies  at  Goddard  Park.  At  present  he 
is  engaged  in  the  tailoring  business. 

On  October  14,  1907,  Mr.  Paterra 
married  Lucia  Toppi,  a  native  of  Pa¬ 
lena,  Italy.  His  wife  is  a  founder  and 
member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Council 
of  Italian  Women. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paterra  are  the  pa¬ 
rents  of  four  children:  1 .  John,  an 
examiner  of  driving  licenses.  Motor 
Vehicles  Division,  State  House;  2. 
Mrs.  Elena  Russillo;  3.  Angela,  a 
clerk  in  the  Providence  Public  Schools ; 
4.  Anna,  employed  for  the  General 
Motors  Corp.  Home:  2  Pemberton 
street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


PERRI,  Domenic  J. 

Treasurer  American  Guaranty  Cor¬ 
poration;  born  in  Catanzaro,  Italy, 
October  21,  1898,  the  son  of  Giovan¬ 
ni  and  Maria  (Scalza)  Perri;  grad¬ 
uated  from  Technical  High  School, 
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Providence,  1916;  student  Massachu¬ 
setts  Institute  Technology,  1918-19; 
married  (first),  Ethel  Ella  Work,  of 
Providence,  October  22,  1928,  (de¬ 
ceased);  one  daughter,  Mary  Lou; 
married  second  time,  Olga  Lancellotti, 
of  Providence,  September  25,  1939. 
Began  as  bond  salesman,  1919;  or¬ 
ganized,  1 920,  and  since,  treasurer, 
director  and  general  manager,  Ameri¬ 
can  Guaranty  Corporation ;  treasurer, 
director  and  general  manager.  United 
Guaranty  Corporation ;  vice-president, 
Berkshire  Acceptance  Corporation, 
1931-32,  president,  since  1933.  En¬ 
listed  as  private  U.  S.  Army,  Sept. 
1918;  honorably  discharged,  Dec. 
1918.  Secretary,  Federal  Hill  House; 
president,  Aurora  Club  of  R.  I.  Home: 
35  Elmcrest  avenue.  Office:  10  Wey- 
bosset  street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


PERROTTA,  Paul  Christopher, 
OP. 

College  professor  and  religious  lead¬ 
er  ;  born  in  Cervinara,  Province  of 
Avellino,  Italy,  August  25,  1898, 
the  son  of  Antonio  and  Madeline  (Mil¬ 
anese)  Perrotta.  In  1 903,  when  a 
small  boy,  he  was  brought  to  the  United 
States  by  his  parents  who  settled  in 
New  York  City. 

Following  his  preliminary  and  classi¬ 
cal  education  in  New  York  City  in 
1 922,  he  matriculated  at  Catholic  Uni¬ 
versity,  Washington,  from  which  he 
reecived  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts. 
In  1926  he  obtained  the  Doctorate  of 
Philosophy  from  Catholic  University. 
On  June  24,  1926,  he  was  elevated 
to  the  priesthood. 

In  1927  he  was  assigned  to  Provi¬ 
dence  College  as  instructor  in  history. 
He  also  acted  as  curate  in  St.  Ray¬ 
mond’s  Church,  Providence. 

He  went  to  Rome  in  1928,  where 
he  studied  advanced  theology,  includ¬ 
ing  paleography  and  diplomatics. 

In  1929,  at  the  invitation  of  the 


U.  S.  government,  he  was  engaged  in 
historical  research  work  in  Italian  ar¬ 
chives  bearing  to  American  history.  On 
his  return  to  the  United  States  in  1 930, 
he  taught  for  one  year  moral  theology 
in  St.  Joseph’s  Seminary,  Somerset, 
Ohio.  In  1931,  he  was  reappointed 
to  Providence  College,  where  he  is 
still  serving  in  the  department  of  Phil¬ 
osophy. 


PROVIDENCE  CUTLERY 
COMPANY.  The 

Is  a  local  concern  owned  and  man¬ 
aged  by  Nicola  Amorosi,  a  well-known 
cutler.  Mr.  Amorosi  was  bom  in  Froso- 
lone,  Italy,  August  26,  1895,  the  son 
of  Felice  and  Filomena  (De  Biase) 
Amorosi.  After  attending  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  towns,  he  served 
apprenticeship  in  the  cutlery  trade  under 
his  father.  In  1913  he  immigrated  to 
the  United  States  as  an  experienced 
cutler.  He  worked  in  Winsted  and  New 
Britain,  Conn.,  before  settling  in  Prov¬ 
idence  in  1919.  Here  he  worked  in 
various  knife  factories  until  1923  when 
he  started  his  own  factory  under  the 
name  of  Providence  Cutlery  Company, 
specializing  in  pocket  knives,  and  em¬ 
ploying  at  present  25  employes. 

Mr.  Amorosi  is  a  member  of  the 
Young  Italian  Imperial  Club. 

On  June  20,  1927,  Mr.  Amorosi 
married  Maria  Catauro,  American 
born.  They  are  the  parents  of  one 
child,  Felice.  Office:  153  Point  street. 
Providence,  R.  I. 


PLACCO,  Oscar  F. 

Jewelry  designer  and  modeler.  A 
figure  of  prominence  in  manufacturing 
jewelry  circles  for  many  years,  Oscar 
F.  Placco,  the  able  manager  of  the 
white  metal  department  of  Cohn  & 
Rosenberg  Company,  has  rendered 
services  of  decisive  importance  to  the 
jewelry  industry  and  his  career  has 
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been  one  of  great  distinction  and  suc¬ 
cess. 

Mr.  Placco  was  born  in  Torre  Del 
Greco,  a  suburb  of  Naples,  Italy, 
April  24,  1 903,  the  son  of  Angelo 
Pasquale  and  Matilde  (La  Capra) 
Placco.  His  father  was  a  well  known 
lawyer  of  Naples. 

Following  his  elementary  and  Tech¬ 
nical  High  School  education,  he  at¬ 
tended  the  Art  School  in  Naples,  where 
he  studied  designing  and  modeling, 
graduating  in  1917. 

After  leaving  school,  he  spent  three 
years  in  the  employ  of  a  large  jewelry 
establishment  of  Naples.  Wishing  to 
go  abroad,  he  went  to  France,  where 
he  obtained  important  positions  in  Bor¬ 
deaux  and  Marseilles.  Two  years  later 
he  went  to  San  Domingo,  where  he 
worked  on  his  art  for  two  years.  In 
1923  he  went  to  New  York,  where  he 
was  connected  as  a  modeler  with  some 
of  the  principal  jewelry  companies.  In 
1931  he  removed  to  Providence,  in 
which  city  he  fills  the  important  posi¬ 
tion  as  manager  of  the  white  metal 
department  of  Cohn  &  Rosenberg  Com¬ 
pany,  manufacturing  jewelers,  in 
which  concern  he  has  charge  of  over 
450  employes. 

Mr.  Placco,  a  talented  young  artist, 
besides  handling  his  department  with 
much  ability  and  to  the  entire  satisfac¬ 
tion  of  his  employer,  has  also  won 
recognition  as  an  inventor  of  various 
jewelry  construction  work. 

Along  with  his  activity  in  the  jewel¬ 
ry  circles,  Mr.  Placco  finds  time  to 
devote  much  of  his  time  to  civic  and 
social  affairs.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Aurora,  Italo-American  and  Pawtucket 
Gun  and  Sporting  Club. 

In  September,  1931,  Mr.  Placco 
married  Olga  Nasti  of  New  York, 
They  are  the  parents  of  one  child, 
Oscar,  Jr.  Home:  35  Philmont  ave¬ 
nue,  Cranston,  R.  I. 


PALUMBO.  Guglielmo 

Proprietor  of  Capri  Brand;  born  in 
Teano,  Italy,  June  3,  1890,  the  son 
of  Antonio  and  Marianna  (Fera)  Pal¬ 
umbo. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town,  and  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  he  immigrated  to  the  United 
States,  settling  in  Providence.  Upon 
his  arrival  here,  he  became  a  wage 
earner  first  as  a  mule  spinner  at  the 
Atlantic  Mills,  and  then  in  1915  he 
went  to  work  at  Brown  &  Sharpe, 
Mfg.  Co.,  employed  as  a  gear  grinder, 
in  which  he  demonstrated  his  ability. 
He  won  rapid  promotion,  and  in  a  few 
years  he  became  foreman. 

Some  few  years  ago,  Mr.  Palumbo 
and  a  few  other  enterprising  Italo- 
Americans  got  together  and  organized 
the  Capri  Macaroni  Company  at  470 
West  Exchange  street,  a  concern  man¬ 
ufacturing  the  highest  grade  of  maco- 
roni  and  spaghetti.  In  March,  1940, 
Mr.  Palumbo  bought  out  the  concern 
and  became  its  sole  owner,  doing  busi¬ 
ness  under  the  name  of  Capri  Brand. 

Mr.  Palumbo,  an  enterprising  and 
progressive  citizen,  is  a  member  of  the 
Society  Maria  Santissima  Della  Libera. 

On  January  24,  1914,  Mr.  Palum¬ 
bo  married  (first),  Amadista  Mauri- 
ello.  She  died  in  1918.  He  married 
the  second  time  on  December  7,  1919, 
Caterina  Ferrucci,  a  native  of  Piccilli, 
Italy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Palumbo  are  the 
parents  of  four  children :  1 .  Mary ; 

2.  Armando;  3.  Joseph;  4.  Filomena. 


PEDERZANI,  Paul  P. 

Manager  Metropolitan  Life  Insur¬ 
ance  Company;  born  in  Lynn,  Mass., 
August  1  2,  1  898,  the  son  of  Giacinto 
and  Palma  (Magoni)  Pederzani.  His 
parents  were  natives  of  Bologna,  an 
important  city  in  Northern  Italy. 

Possessing  an  inherent  talent  for  or- 
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ganization  and  leadership,  which  has 
been  amply  demonstrated  throughout  his 
career,  Paul  P.  Pederzani,  prominent 
ly  identified  with  the  Metropolitan  Life 
Insurance  Company  for  many  years, 
is  held  in  high  regard  in  insurance 
circles  for  his  high  character  and  his 
great  business  abilities. 

Mr.  Pederzani  attended  the  public 
schools  and  High  School  of  Plymouth, 
Mass.  He  then  enrolled  at  Hawley 
School  of  Electrical  Engineering  in 
Boston,  from  which  he  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  electrical  engineer  in 

1918. 

During  the  World  War,  he  enlisted 
in  the  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  serving  at 
Quanlico,  Va. ;  Paoli,  Pa. ;  and 
League  Island,  Pa. ;  and  was  honorably 
discharged  in  1919. 

Following  his  return  to  civilian  life, 
he  worked  for  himself  in  the  electrical 
business  in  Plymouth,  Mass.,  which  he 
carried  on  until  1  924,  when  he  accept¬ 
ed  a  position  as  agent  for  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Life  Insurance  Company.  In 
1927  he  was  promoted  to  assistant 
manager,  serving  in  Somerville,  and 
in  1930  he  was  promoted  to  acting 
manager,  serving  first  in  Providence, 
and  in  1931  in  Fall  River;  in  1931 
he  was  promoted  to  manager  of  the 
East  Boston  district  in  Boston ;  in 
1937  he  was  promoted  to  manager 
of  the  Roger  Williams  district  in  Prov¬ 
idence,  a  district  almost  twice  as  big 
as  any  of  the  districts  heretofore  man¬ 
aged  by  him. 

Mr.  Pederzani  is  a  member  of  the 
Italo-American  Club  of  Rhode  Island. 

On  August  28,  1 920,  Mr.  Peder¬ 
zani  married  Ida  A.  Balboni.  They 
are  the  parents  of  four  children :  1 .  Em- 
alene;  2.  Paul,  Jr. ;  3.  Kenneth  C.  W. ; 
4.  Diane  Louise.  Home:  28  Observa¬ 
tory  avenue.  North  Providence,  R.  I. 


PALIZZA,  Louis 

Manufacturer;  born  in  Filettino, 
Province  of  Frosinone,  Italy,  October 
9,  1891,  the  son  of  Leonard  and  Vit- 
toria  Cunsolesi  Palizza. 

Mr.  Palizza  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town,  and  while 
still  in  his  teens,  came  to  these  shores 
with  his  brother,  Giuseppe  Palizza, 
and  both  settled  in  Providence  in  1  906. 
Upon  his  arrival  here  he  attended 
private  schools.  In  1 909  he  enrolled 
in  the  Washington  Park  College  of 
Pharmacy,  which  a  year  later  was 
absorbed  by  the  Rhode  Island  College 
of  Pharmacy,  in  which  institution  he 
specialized  in  pharmaceutical  chemis¬ 
try.  He  later  entered  the  R.  I.  School 
of  Design,  graduating  from  the  Textile 
Chemistry  Department,  in  1913.  After 
his  graduation  he  followed  his  pro¬ 
fession  in  the  employ  of  various  Rhode 
Island  establishments.  For  a  while  he 
worked  as  chief  dye  chemist  for  a  large 
dye  and  chemical  manufacturing  com¬ 
pany  at  Hastings  on  the  Hudson.  Re¬ 
turning  to  Providence,  he  had  charge 
of  a  large  dye  plant  in  Pawtucket.  He 
subsequently  went  to  Hartford,  Con¬ 
necticut,  where  he  started  the  dying 
department  of  H.  E.  Verran  (Royal 
Society).  In  1926  he  again  returned 
to  Providence,  at  which  time  he  organ¬ 
ized  and  established  the  Leomar  Pro¬ 
cessing  Corporation,  engaged  in  pro¬ 
cessing  fine  cotton,  rayon,  and  woolen 
yarns  for  the  embroidery  and  knitting 
trade. 

Mr.  Palizza  is  Treasurer,  General 
manager  and  chemist  of  the  Leomar 
Processing  Corporation.  The  plant  and 
offices  of  the  company  are  at  1  4  Mur¬ 
ray  street.  Providence,  R.  I. 

Mr.  Palizza  is  a  member  of  the 
American  Association  of  T extile  Chem¬ 
ists  and  Colorers. 

On  October  5,  1921,  Mr.  Palizza 
married  Alba  Vicari.  They  are  the 
parents  of  two  children :  1 .  Luigi  R. ; 
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2.  Leonardo  E.  Home:  210  Eaton 
street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


PENNACCHIA,  Joseph 

Businessman  and  prominent  in  civic 
and  fraternal  affairs;  born  in  Teano, 
Province  of  Naples,  Italy,  January  2, 

1  898,  the  son  of  Donato  and  Madda- 
len  (Balasco)  Pennacchia,  also  natives 
of  the  same  town.  When  two  years  old 
he  was  brought  to  the  United  States 
by  his  mother,  to  join  his  father  in 
Providence. 

He  attended  the  local  public  schools 
and  Technical  High  School.  At  an 
early  age  he  learned  the  bakery  trade 
from  his  father,  an  experienced  baker. 
When  his  father  died  in  1922,  Joseph 
Pennacchia  succeeded  him  as  the  owner 
of  Pennacchia  Bakery,  the  oldest 
among  existing  Italian  bread  bakers  in 
Rhode  Island.  His  bakery  business  has 
grown  rapidly,  and  at  the  present  time 
he  owns  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
up-to-date  establishments  of  its  kind 
in  the  city.  In  addition  to  his  business 
success,  Mr.  Pennacchia  takes  a  leading 
part  in  social,  fraternal  and  civic  af¬ 
fairs.  He  is  a  member  of  the  1 3th 
Ward  Republican  Club,  being  Chair¬ 
man  of  its  Ways  and  Means  Committee. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  San  Paride 
Society. 

On  December  27,  1927,  Mr.  Pen 
nacchia  married  Fortuna  Galderisi,  a 
native  of  Salerno,  Italy.  They  are  the 
parents  of  one  child:  Rita.  Business 
address :  1  5  Ridge  street.  Providence, 

R.  I. 


PAVONE,  Virginio  J. 

Proprietor  of  Pavone  Sign  Company, 
Neon  Technician;  born  in  Providence, 
June  23,  1913,  the  son  of  Carmine 
and  Maria  Pavone,  both  natives  of 
Italy. 

He  attended  the  local  public  schools 
and  Technical  High  School.  He  then 


took  up  courses  in  engineering  elec¬ 
tronics  at  Brown  University.  After 
working  as  a  Neon  Technician  for  va¬ 
rious  sign  companies,  in  1936,  he  en¬ 
tered  the  sign  making  business  for 
himself  and  successfully  operates  it 
under  the  name  of  Pavone  Sign  Com¬ 
pany. 

A  finished  artisan  in  the  sign  indus¬ 
try,  Mr.  Pavone  is  performing  a  most 
useful  service  in  this  field  of  endeavor. 
Although  only  a  young  man,  he  has 
already  become  a  leader  as  a  Neon 
Technician,  specializing  in  the  highest 
grade  of  signs,  manufacturing,  erecting 
and  maintenance.  Mr.  Pavone’s  signs 
are  shipped  to  all  parts  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Pavone  is  Vice-president  of  the 
Pocasset  Gun  and  Rod  Club  and  Pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Narragansett  Rifle  and 
Revolver  Club. 

The  plant  of  the  Pavone  Sign  Com¬ 
pany,  one  of  the  largest  of  its  kind, 
is  at  939  Manton  avenue.  Providence, 
R.  I. 


PETRONELLA,  Anthony 

Real  estate  accountant  in  the  City 
Tax  Department  and  sports  writer; 
born  in  Providence,  April  19,  1907, 
the  son  of  Fedele  and  Edvige  (Ver- 
rico)  Petronella,  both  natives  of  Panni, 
Province  of  Foggia,  Italy.  His  father 
was  a  well-known  musician. 

Anthony  Petronella  received  his  ed¬ 
ucation  in  the  local  public  schools.  Clas¬ 
sical  High  School  and  attended  exten- 
tion  courses  at  Brown  University. 

Some  years  ago  he  began  his  duties 
with  the  Tax  Department  of  the  City 
of  Providence.  At  the  present  time  he 
is  serving  as  a  real  estate  accountant 
of  the  department. 

In  addition  to  his  activities  at  the 
Providence  City  Hall,  Mr.  Petronella 
has  had  a  wide  reputation  as  a  sports 
writer.  He  has  written  for  many  news¬ 
papers,  including  the  Italian  Echo  and 
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the  Ring  Magazine,  national  publica¬ 
tion  on  boxing.  At  the  present  time  he 
is  sports  writer  for  the  Italo-American 
Tribune. 

For  his  activities  and  achievements 
in  his  different  fields,  Mr.  Petronella  is 
naturally  widely  known  throughout  the 
city  and  he  is  greatly  liked  by  all 
classes  of  people. 

Mr.  Petronella  is  a  member  of  the 
1  3th  Ward  Democratic  Club. 

On  February  8,  1 934,  Mr.  Petro¬ 
nella  married  Maria  Barra.  They  are 
the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Daniele 
Fedele;  2.  Roberta. 


PONTICELLI,  Pasquale 

Manager  American  Radio  &  Tele¬ 
vision  Company;  born  in  Providence, 
January  23,  1910,  the  son  of  Salva¬ 
tore  and  Filomena  (Gemma)  Ponti- 
celli. 

He  attended  the  local  public  schools 
and  Central  High  School,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1  928.  He  then  became 
an  apprentice  at  the  Ceco  Manufactur¬ 
ing  Company,  under  Fred  Dieterle, 
radio  engineer,  now  with  the  Radio 
Corporation  of  America,  rising  to  the 
position  of  foreman.  He  remained  there 
until  the  concern  went  out  of  business. 

In  1  933  he  started  his  own  business 
in  the  Knightsville  section.  From  there 
he  moved  his  business  to  the  Silver  Lake 
section.  In  March,  1940,  he  established 
his  business  at  170  Broadway,  under 
the  name  of  American  Radio  &  Tele" 
vision  Company,  engaged  in  a  complete 
radio,  sound  and  television  service.  Mr. 
Ponticelli  is  recognized  as  an  expert 
in  his  line  of  work. 

On  November  4,  1 930,  Mr.  Ponti¬ 
celli  married  Antonetta  Manzi.  They 
are  the  parents  of  four  children :  1 . 
Pasquale;  2.  William;  3.  Salvatore; 
4.  Robert.  Office:  170  Broadway, 
Providence,  R.  I. 


PICCHIONE,  Nicholas 


NICHOLAS  PIOCHIONE 


Certified  public  accountant,  was  born 
in  Providence,  August  1  3,  1 903.  His 
father,  Pasquale  Picchione,  was  one  of 
the  first  immigrants  from  Casacalenda, 
Province  of  Campobasso,  Italy. 

Mr.  Picchione  received  his  education 
in  the  Providence  public  schools  being 
graduated  from  English  High  School. 
His  college  education  and  preparation 
for  a  profession  was  received  at  Boston 
University,  Bentley  School  of  Account¬ 
ing  and  Finance,  and  Northeastern 
University  School  of  Commerce  and  Fi¬ 
nance,  graduating  from  the  latter  two 
institutions.  Later  he  attended  North¬ 
eastern  Law  School  and  Rhode  Island 
College  of  Education.  Following  the 
completion  of  his  studies  he  entered  im¬ 
mediately  in  the  active  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Providence. 

Among  the  younger  members  of  the 
Italo-American  professional  group  of 
Providence,  few  men  have  made  so 
notable  a  place  for  themselves  in  a 
comparatively  short  span  of  years  as 
has  Nicholas  Picchione.  He  has  been  in 
the  practice  of  accountancy  for  the 
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past  sixteen  years.  He  was  formerly 
associated  on  the  staff  of  Ward  Fisher 
and  Co.  as  a  senior  accountant  and  has 
been  a  lecturer  and  teacher  of  income 
taxes  at  Central  Evening  High  School 
for  seven  years.  He  is  at  present  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  accounting  at  Northeastern 
University  Providence  Division  where 
he  has  taught  for  the  last  five  years. 

In  spite  of  the  extensive  professional 
practice,  he  has  found  it  possible  to 
give  both  time  and  attention  to  social, 
civic  and  fraternal  affairs.  He  is  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Aurora  Club  of  Rhode  Is¬ 
land.  He  is  a  fellow  of  the  Rhode  Is¬ 
land  Society  of  Certified  Public  Ac¬ 
countants,  a  member  of  the  American 
Institute  of  Accountants,  a  member  of 
the  National  Association  of  Cost  Ac¬ 
countants  and  a  member  of  the  Amer' 
ican  Accounting  Association.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Roosevelt  Lodge  No. 
43  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Past  Grand 
Chancellor  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  Picchione  married  Lillian  Bal- 
doni.  By  this  union  there  have  been 
two  children:  1.  Everett;  2.  Norma 
Cecelia.  Office:  1230  Industrial  Trust 
Building,  Providence,  R.  I. 


PANTALONE,  Vincent 

Business  man;  born  in  Teano,  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Naples,  Italy,  August  8,  1897, 
the  son  of  Giovanni  and  Grazia  (De 
Maio)  Pantalone.  He  received  his  ed¬ 
ucation  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  town.  At  the  age  of  nine  he  was 
brought  to  Rhode  Island  by  his  par¬ 
ents,  who  settled  in  Providence.  Ar¬ 
riving  in  Providence  he  attended  the 
local  elementary  schools  and  Technical 
High  School,  graduating  in  1917.  He 
also  attended  the  Rhode  Island  School 
of  Design  where  he  completed  a  course 
in  water  coloring. 

After  leaving  school  he  started  life 
as  water  colorer  for  Robbins  &  Com¬ 
pany,  Attleboro,  remaining  there  for 


three  years.  After  various  activities  he 
decided  to  enter  a  business  career.  In 
1 926  he  established  a  complete  baby 
store  shop  and  variety  store  on  Atwells 
Avenue,  in  which  he  maintains  the  high¬ 
est  standards  of  excellence  both  as  to 
quality  of  product  and  service.  Mr. 
Pantalone,  a  genial  and  alert  young 
man,  is  one  of  the  promising  Italo- 
Americans  of  the  Federal  Hill  section. 

Mr.  Pantalone  is  a  member  of  the 
Aurora  Club. 

Mr.  Pantalone  is  married  to  Anton- 
etta  Caione.  They  are  the  parents  of 
four  children:  1.  Grace;  2.  Rita;  3. 
Marie;  4.  Norma. 

Vincent’s  Baby  Shop  &  Variety 
Store  is  located  on  Atwells  Avenue  in 
the  very  center  of  that  busy  district. 


PERRINO,  Glicerio 

Dairyman  and  founder  of  Cranston 
Farms,  Inc. ;  born  in  Gallo,  Province  of 
Campobasso,  Italy,  the  son  of  Michele 
and  Angela  (Paulo)  Perrino.  He  was 
compelled  to  work  consistently  from  a 
very  early  age,  starting  life  as  a  farm 
boy  in  his  native  village.  Young  Per¬ 
rino  was,  however,  exceedingly  ambi" 
tious,  and  whatever  education  he  later 
obtained  was  due  entirely  to  his  own 
efforts.  Having  determined  to  seek  his 
future  beyond  the  limits  of  his  native 
village,  in  1  892  he  immigrated  to  the 
United  States,  settling  in  Providence. 
Upon  arriving  here  he  entered  the  em¬ 
ploy  of  Brown  &  Sharpe.  Mr.  Perrino, 
with  a  careful  grounding  in  the  dairy 
industry  in  Italy,  in  1901  made  his 
first  independent  venture  in  the  dairy 
business.  He  sold  the  highest  grade  of 
milk  and  cream,  and  quickly  became  a 
leader  among  dairymen  in  Rhode  Is¬ 
land.  In  1937  his  dairy  business  was 
incorporated  under  the  name  of  Crans¬ 
ton  Farms,  Inc.,  with  office  and  plant 
at  1014  Park  Avenue,  Providence, 

R.  I. 

Mr.  Perrino  held  membership  in  the 
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Rhode  Island  Independent  Milk  Asso¬ 
ciation,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
founders. 

Mr.  Perrino  married  in  Italy  Rosa 
Boiano.  They  became  the  parents  of 
four  children :  1 .  Michael,  engaged  as 
manager  of  Cranston  Farms;  2.  An¬ 
thony,  engaged  as  route  foreman  for  the 
Cranston  Farms;  3.  John,  also  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  Cranston  Farms;  4. 
Mrs.  Angela  Chiodi. 

Mr.  Perrino  died  in  Cranston,  R.  I., 
on  July  24,  1939. 

The  Cranston  Farms,  Inc.,  as  now 
constituted  is  made  up  of  the  following : 
Michael  Perrino,  president  and  treas¬ 
urer;  Mrs.  Rosa  Perrino,  vice  presi¬ 
dent;  Anthony  Perrino,  assistant  treas¬ 
urer;  John  Perrino,  secretary. 


PANZARELLA,  Pasquale  P. 

Registered  pharmacist;  born  in  Bris¬ 
tol,  R.  I.,  March  18,  1917,  the  son 
of  Antonio  and  Maria  Olivo,  who  were 
born  respectively,  at  Montemaggiore 
Belsito,  Province  of  Pelermo,  and  Ser- 
ro,  Province  of  Messina,  Italy. 

Following  his  primary  education  he 
attended  the  Colt  Memorial  High 
School  graduating  in  1933.  His  parents 
having  a  large  family  and  because  of 
the  necessity  of  adding  his  earnings  to 
the  family  purse,  young  Pasquale  was 
forced  to  interrupt  his  studies  for  one 
year,  but  nevertheless,  he  was  able  to 
enter  the  Rhode  Island  College  of 
Pharmacy  in  1 936  from  which  he 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Science  in  Pharmacy  on  June  12, 
1940. 


PENNACCHINI,  Michele 

Newspaperman,  radio  commentator 
and  theatre  manager ;  born  in  Marzano 
Appio,  Province  of  Naples,  Italy,  the 
son  of  Luigi  and  Maria  Mongillo 
Pennacchini.  His  maternal  grandfather. 
Dr.  Vincenzo  Mongillo,  was  for  thirty 
years  Mayor  of  Teano. 


Mr.  Pennacchini  attended  the  private 
and  technical  schools  of  Marzano  Ap¬ 
pio  and  Teano.  In  1903  he  immigrated 
to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Provr 
dence.  Founder  of  the  dramatic  club, 
Ermete  Novelli,  in  1907.  Has  been 
dramatic  director  of  Ermete  Novelli, 
Tommaso  Salvini,  Dante  Alighieri  and 
Federation  of  Philodramatic  Clubs.  For 
many  years  he  represented  the  “Corriere 
D’America,”  published  by  Luigi  Bar- 
zini,  and  helped  in  promoting  its  cir¬ 
culation  throughout  New  England  and 
Canada.  He  also  represented  “Ameri- 
colo”  published  by  La  Guardia,  and 
“La  Settimana,”  published  by  Edward 
Corsi.  Has  been  active  in  promoting 
the  representation  of  Italian  theatrical 
dramas  and  plays.  Has  directed  and 
broadcast  Italian  programs  at  stations 
WPRO,  WEAN  and  WSAR.  Has 
been  the  first  to  transmit  radiophone 
programs  in  the  Italian  language  in 
Rhode  Island  and  Massachusetts. 

He  is  an  honorary  member  of  Verdi 
Club. 

Mr.  Pennacchini  is  married.  Chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Eleonora;  2.  Felice;  3.  Rai- 
mondo;  4.  Vincenzo.  Office:  201  At¬ 
wells  avenue,  Providence,  R.  I. 


PERROTTA,  Mario  Thomas 

Registered  pharmacist ;  born  in  Roc- 
camonfina.  Province  of  Naples,  Italy, 
May  4,  1  900,  the  son  of  Gennaro  and 
Antonetta  (Santonastasio)  Perrotta, 
who  were  born  respectively,  at  Rocca- 
monfina,  and  Pietramelara,  Province  of 
Naples,  Italy.  His  father  immigrated  to 
Rhode  Island  some  forty  years  ago. 

When  an  infant  he  was  brought  to 
the  United  States  by  his  mother  to  join 
his  father  in  Providence. 

He  received  his  education  in  the 
Providence  Public  Schools  and  later 
attended  the  Rhode  Island  College  of 
Pharmacy  from  which  he  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Ph.  G.  in  1919. 
After  completing  his  studies  he  held  re- 


140 


Italo-Americans  of  Rhode  Island 


sponsible  positions  with  many  leading 
drug  stores.  In  1925  he  went  into  the 
drug  business  for  himself  in  Newport, 
a  field  of  endeavor  in  which  he  has 
been  successful.  Perrotta  Pharmacy  is 
one  of  the  leading  drug  stores  in  New¬ 
port. 

Mr.  Perrotta  is  a  4th  degree  mem¬ 
ber,  Knights  of  Columbus,  he  is  a  prom' 
inent  member  of  the  Democratic  City 
Committee,  a  member  of  Lodge  Pro- 
gresso  e  Civilta  of  the  Order  Sons  of 
Italy,  a  member  of  the  Italo-American 
Club  of  Newport.  Address:  Perrotta 
Pharmacy,  1  76  Broadway,  Newport, 
R.  I. 


PAOLILLI,  Antonio 

Music  publisher  and  dealer  in  musi¬ 
cal  instruments ;  born  in  Sulmona,  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Aquila,  Italy,  March  21,1 892, 
the  son  of  Francesco  and  Maddalena 
(Giammarco)  Paolilli. 

Mr.  Paolilli  was  brought  here  by 
his  mother  in  1894  to  join  his  father 
who  had  immigrated  to  Providence  pre¬ 
viously.  He  attended  the  local  public 
schools  and  at  a  very  early  age  de¬ 
cided  to  enter  a  business  career  where 
he  could  be  useful  as  a  music  publisher 
and  music  dealer. 

The  publishing  and  musical  house  of 
Antonio  Paolilli,  the  oldest  and  largest 
of  its  kind  in  Rhode  Island,  had  a  very 
modest  beginning  in  1912.  The  story 
of  its  subsequent  growth  is  but  a  re¬ 
hearsal  of  the  exceptional  vision,  en¬ 
thusiasm  and  courage  of  its  founder, 
backed  by  the  confidence  of  many  musi¬ 
cians  and  students  who  have  continu¬ 
ously  patronized  his  business.  The  Pao¬ 
lilli  Music  Company  has  definitely  es¬ 
tablished  itself  as  one  of  the  largest 
Italian  music  houses  in  New  England. 

In  1914  Mr.  Paolilli  married  Filo- 
mena  Ambrosini.  They  are  the  parents 
of  two  children:  1.  Francesco;  2.  Al¬ 
bert.  Address:  201  Atwells  avenue. 


PESATURO.  Michele 

Father  of  the  author  of  this  publica' 
tion,  was  born  in  Prata  Sannita,  in  the 
former  Province  of  Caserta,  now  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Campobasso,  Italy,  January 
15,  1850,  the  son  of  Ottaviano  Pesa- 
turo  and  Vittoria  Conca. 

For  many  years  he  held  the  office 
of  municipal  secretary  and  Royal  Dele¬ 
gate  in  Prata  Sannita,  Letino  and 
other  towns  of  his  native  province.  In 
May,  1891,  he  came  to  the  United 
States  settling  first  in  Newark,  N.  J. 
In  October,  1891,  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  Providence  where  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Royal  Italian  Consular  Repre¬ 
sentative  and  at  the  same  time  started 
a  private  banking  and  steamship  agency. 
In  1897  he  gave  up  his  lucrative  activi¬ 
ties,  preferring  to  devote  his  entire  time 
to  the  notorial  profession. 

In  1879  Mr.  Pesaturo  married  Ce¬ 
cilia  Fragola,  a  school  teacher.  Mrs. 
Pesaturo  was  for  many  years  a  public 
school  teacher  in  various  towns  of  the 
Province  of  Caserta.  Upon  her  arrival 
in  Providence,  October,  1891,  she 
started  private  classes  for  the  teaching 
of  the  Italian  language.  She  taught 
until  1895.  Mrs.  Pesaturo  died  in 
Providence,  January  1  1,  1922. 


PESATURO.  Ubaldo  U.  M. 

Pioneer  in  Italo-American  historical 
research  work,  author  of  Italo-Amer¬ 
icans  of  Rhode  Island,  and  long  a 
prominent  figure  in  civic,  cultural  and 
patriotic  circles;  born  in  Letino,  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Campobasso,  Italy,  the  son  of 
Michele  Pesaturo,  a  municipal  secretary' 
from  Prata  Sannita,  and  Cecilia  Fra¬ 
gola  Pesaturo,  a  school  teacher  from 
Piedimonte  D’Alife,  Italy.  In  1891 
when  a  small  boy  he  was  brought  to 
the  United  States  by  his  parents.  Ed¬ 
ucated  in  Newark,  Providence  and 
New  York  City.  Address:  P.  O. 
Box  742,  Providence,  R.  I. 
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PALIANO,  Michele 

Importer,  founder  and  proprietor  of 
the  big  store  conducted  under  the  same 
name,  and  one  of  the  most  influential 
business  men  on  Atwells  avenue;  born 
in  Rodi  Garganico,  Province  of  Fog' 
gia,  Italy,  January  6,  1 880,  the  son 
of  Giuseppe  and  Maria  Giuseppa 
(Russa)  Paliano,  both  deceased. 

The  first  twenty-one  years  of  Mr. 
Paliano’s  life  were  passed  in  his  native 
town,  where  he  received  his  education, 
and  where  he  was  reared  with  those 
favorable  habits  of  industry  and  thrift 
that  laid  the  foundation  for  a  success¬ 
ful  business  career  in  America. 

In  1901  he  immigrated  to  the  United 
States,  settling  in  Providence.  Upon 
coming  here  he  obtained  employment 
in  the  Fletcher  Mills  where  he  soon 
demonstrated  his  ability  by  being  pro¬ 
moted  as  overseer  of  the  dye  depart¬ 
ment.  For  six  years  he  worked  in  this 
plant  until  he  had  accumulated  enough 
money  to  make  his  first  independent 
venture  in  business  at  3 1  5  Atwells  ave¬ 
nue,  establishing  a  small  grocery  store. 
In  this  enterprise  he  was  highly  suc¬ 
cessful.  After  three  years  he  moved  into 
the  spacious  and  larger  quarters  at  32 1  - 
323  Atwells  avenue,  a  property  which 
he  had  purchased.  Today  Mr.  Pali¬ 
ano’s  grocery  store  is  one  of  the  largest 
and  best  equipped  of  its  kind  in  Rhode 
Island.  Mr.  Paliano  specializes  in  im¬ 
porting,  directly  from  Italy,  all  the  Ital¬ 
ian  products  sold  in  his  store.  High 
standards  of  business  dealing  and  Ital¬ 
ian  and  domestice  products  of  the  high¬ 
est  quality  have  made  it  one  of  the 
most  popular  stores  in  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  Paliano  is  prominently  identified 
with  many  social  and  fraternal  organ¬ 
izations.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Italo- 
American  Club,  a  member  and  one  of 
the  founders  of  Dante  Alighieri  Lodge, 
Order  Sons  of  Italy,  a  member  of  Ty" 
ler  Council,  No.  45,  Knights  of 
Columbus. 


Mr.  Paliano  married  May  20, 
1  909,  Carolina  Micheli.  They  are  the 
parents  of  the  following  children: 
Joseph  Faust,  who  has  completed  a 
course  in  finance;  Michelina  Carolina, 
a  graduate  of  high  school. 

Mr.  Paliano’s  big  store  is  located 
at  321-323  Atwells  avenue.  Provi¬ 
dence.  R.  I.  Home :  1  1  5  Vinton  street. 
Providence,  R.  I. 


QUATTROCCHI,  John.  Jr 

Assistant  City  Solicitor  of  the  City 
of  Providence;  born  in  Providence. 
October  15,  1913,  the  son  of  Giovanni 
and  Vincenza  (Di  Gennaro)  Quat- 
trocchi.  His  parents,  natives  of  Mug- 
nano  Del  Cardinale,  Province  of  Avel- 
lino,  Italy,  immigrated  to  Rhode  Island 
about  1900. 

Mr.  Quattrocchi  went  through  the 
Providence  public  schools.  He  gradu¬ 
ated  from  Classical  High  School,  class 
of  1 930,  and  Brown  University,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1934  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  He  after¬ 
wards  studied  at  Boston  University 
Law  School,  from  which  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  in  1937,  cum  laude,  with  the 
degree  of  LL.  B.  Upon  his  admission 
to  the  Rhode  Island  bar  on  November 
5,  1937,  he  entered  immediately  in 
the  active  practice  of  law  in  Providence. 

On  June  19,  1939,  Mr.  Quat¬ 
trocchi  was  appointed  assistant  city  so¬ 
licitor.  He  is  the  first  Italo-American 
ever  to  prosecute  criminal  cases  for  the 
Providence  Police  Department. 


RAMPONE,  Vincent 

School  principal  and  supervisor ; 
born  in  Johnston,  R.  I.,  February  15, 
1  909,  the  son  of  Antonio  and  Annun- 
ziata  (Marcaccio)  Rampone,  both  na' 
tives  of  Capriati  A1  Volturno.  Italy. 

He  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Johnston,  grad¬ 
uating  from  the  Thornton  Grammar 
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School  in  1923.  In  1924  he  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  go  to  work  in  order  to  earn 
money  for  his  education.  Re-entering 
school  after  one  year’s  absence,  he 
graduated  from  the  Providence  Com¬ 
mercial  High  School  in  1928.  After 
spending  two  years  at  Providence  Col¬ 
lege  in  1928-30,  he  transferred  to  R.  I. 
College  of  Education,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1 932,  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Education. 

He  began  his  active  career  as  a 
public  school  teacher  at  the  Thornton 
Jr.  High  School  in  1932.  He  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  assistant  principal  in  1936, 
and  to  the  principalship  in  1937.  He  is 
at  present  principal  and  supervisor  of 
the  Thornton  Jr.  High  School. 

Since  he  began  his  teaching  career 
he  has  gained  wide  reputation  in  hav¬ 
ing  introduced  recreational  facilities 
such  as  baseball,  soccer,  basketball  and 
track,  dramatics  and  other  extra  cur¬ 
ricula  activities  that  might  contribute 
to  making  his  school  sound  both  scho¬ 
lastically  and  athletically.  In  the  field 
of  safety  education  Mr.  Rampone  has 
also  taken  a  leading  part,  as  shown 
by  the  fact  that  the  Thornton  Jr.  High 
School  holds  the  highest  record  in  the 
country  for  its  work  in  safeguarding 
lives. 

Mr.  Rampone’s  professional  and 
fraternal  affiliations  include  the  Uni¬ 
versity  Club  of  Boston;  R.  I.  Sec¬ 
ondary  Schools  Principals’  Association ; 
Kappa  Delta  Phi  National  Fraternity, 
R.  I.  Driver-Teacher  Association. 

On  August  23,  1937,  Mr.  Ram¬ 
pone  married  Sarah  Martin  of  Provi' 
dence,  a  graduate  of  the  Central  High 
School. 


RICCITELLI,  Michael  P. 

State  boiler  inspector ;  born  in  Thorn¬ 
ton,  town  of  Johnston,  R.  I.,  April 
2,  1  893,  the  son  of  Angelico  and  Dom- 
enica  (Iannuccilli)  Riccitelli,  both  pio¬ 
neer  immigrants  from  Valle  Agricola, 
Italy. 


After  attending  the  public  schools  of 
Johnston,  at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  be¬ 
gan  to  work  on  anything  he  could 
find.  In  1913  he  became  an  apprentice 
in  the  power  and  heating  division  of 
Grinnell  Company.  He  rose  steadily  to 
higher  positions  until  he  became  super¬ 
intendent  of  construction. 

On  April  1  7,  1939,  he  was  appoint¬ 
ed  by  the  Department  of  Labor  of  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island  to  the  position 
of  Boiler  Inspector. 

He  served  as  a  member  of  the  Johns¬ 
ton  Town  Council  from  1930  to  1934. 

He  is  a  charter  member,  Past  Presi¬ 
dent  and  member  of  the  Board  of  Di¬ 
rectors  of  the  Pocasset  Casino  Holding 
Company;  member  of  the  Steam  Fit¬ 
ters’  Local  Union,  No.  476,  of  Provi¬ 
dence;  member  of  Lodge  Fior  D’ltalia, 
Order  Sons  of  Italy ;  member  Provi¬ 
dence  Elks,  No.  1 4. 

On  October  24,  1914,  Mr.  Ric¬ 
citelli  married  Angelina  Vinacco.  They 
are  the  parents  of  three  children:  1. 
Joseph;  2.  Mary  Esta;  3.  Angela 
Rita.  Home:  1134  Plainfield  street, 
Johnston,  R.  I. 


ROSSI.  Thomas 

Owner  of  Tom’s  Men’s  and  Boys’ 
Toggery,  was  born  in  Providence,  Nov¬ 
ember  18,  1912,  the  son  of  Joseph  and 
Antonetta  Feole  Rossi,  both  natives  of 
Roccamonfina,  Italy.  He  went  through 
the  local  public  schools  and  for  two 
years  attended  the  Technical  High 
School.  He  then  completed  his  course 
at  the  Evening  High  School,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1931. 

At  an  early  age  he  entered  the  em* 
ploy  of  H.  C.  Knott  &  Company  where 
he  learned  the  toggery  business.  Later 
he  was  employed  as  salesman  for  vari¬ 
ous  concerns  until  1937  at  which  time 
he  established  his  own  business,  special¬ 
izing  in  the  sale  of  men’s  and  boys’ 
toggery. 

Mr.  Rossi,  who  is  active  in  the  civic 
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and  social  life  in  the  North  End  sec¬ 
tion,  is  a  member  of  the  North  End 
Business  Men’s  Association. 

On  May  2,  1936,  Mr.  Rossi  mar¬ 
ried  Rose  Fascitelli,  American  born. 
Business  address:  582  Charles  street, 
Providence,  R.  I. 


ROMANO,  Pasquale 

Lawyer,  public  official ;  born  in  Spi- 
noso.  Province  of  Basilicata,  Italy, 
September  3,  1876,  the  son  of  Giu¬ 
seppe  and  Filomena  (Romano)  Ro¬ 
mano.  His  father,  a  patriot,  served  and 
fought  under  Garibaldi  in  1 860  for 
the  unification  of  Italy. 

He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town,  the  gym¬ 
nasium  Silvio  Pellico  in  Viggiano,  and 
the  college  iVittorio  Emanuele  in 
Naples. 

He  immigrated  to  the  United  States 
with  his  parents  in  1895,  settling  first 
in  New  York  City.  After  learning  the 
English  language  he  acted  as  court  in¬ 
terpreter.  In  1  904  he  removed  to  Prov¬ 
idence  where  he  studied  law  in  the 
office  of  Frank  Steere,  Washington  R. 
Prescott  and  the  Chicago  Correspon¬ 
dence  School.  While  studying  law  he 
acted  as  court  interpreter  and  taught 
English  in  the  Evening  Public  Schools. 

He  was  admitted  to  the  Rhode  Is¬ 
land  bar  in  1912  and  immediately  be¬ 
gan  his  active  practice  of  law  in  Provi" 
dence. 

In  1927-1935  he  served  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  City  of  Providence  from  the 
old  9th  Ward  and  later  from  the  1  3th 
Ward.  During  1937-1940  he  repre¬ 
sented  the  1  7th  District  in  the  Rhode 
Island  House  of  Representatives. 

His  fraternal  affiliations  include 
Lodge  Italia,  Order  Sons  of  Italy ;  Ba¬ 
silicata  Society.  He  has  been  a  trustee 
of  Our  Lady  of  Mt.  Carmel  Church 
since  it  was  erected. 

In  1  902  Mr.  Romano  married  Maria 
Carmela  Berenice,  a  native  of  Monte- 


murro,  Italy,  who  was  brought  to  Bos¬ 
ton  by  her  parents  when  a  child. 

Mr.  Romano’s  law  office  is  at  4 
Weybosset  street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


ROSSI,  Eleuterio  Michael 

Accountant;  born  in  New  York 
City,  December  8,  1 900,  the  son  of 
Nicola  and  Raffaela  (Galuppo)  Rossi, 
natives  of  Montagano,  Province  of 
Campobasso,  Italy. 

He  received  his  early  education  in 
the  Providence  public  schools  and  at 
Classical  High  School.  Immediately 
thereafter  he  pursued  a  course  in  ac¬ 
countancy. 

In  1  9 1  7  he  began  his  career  at  the 
New  England  Telephone  &  Telegraph 
Company,  starting  in  a  minor  clerical 
capacity,  but  through  sheer  intelligence 
and  ability  rose  to  the  position  of  an 
accountant. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Telephone 
Pioneers  of  America. 

On  April  28,  1  928,  Mr.  Rossi  mar¬ 
ried  Fanny  Di  Maio,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Alessandro  Di  Maio.  They 
are  the  parents  of  two  children :  1 . 
Elizabeth  Louise;  2.  Donald  Nicholas. 


RICCI.  Frank 

Contractor ;  born  in  Sulmona,  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Aquila,  Italy,  August  22, 
1879,  the  son  of  Camillo  and  Bam- 
bina  (Di  Benedetto)  Ricci. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town  until  the  age  of  nine, 
at  which  time  he  was  compelled  to 
set  out  to  make  his  own  way.  He 
served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  stone 
mason  trade  under  his  father,  an  ex¬ 
perienced  mason  contractor.  At  the  age 
of  thirteen  he  immigrated  with  his 
father  to  the  United  States.  Upon  com¬ 
ing  to  this  country  in  1892,  his  first 
job  was  as  a  water  boy  at  Whitehall, 
Pa.  Then  he  came  to  Providence  to 
join  his  father  here.  Upon  coming  to 
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Providence  he  worked  as  a  water  boy 
and  gradually  worked  himself  up  to 
the  position  of  foreman  and  engineer 
for  large  contracting  concerns.  During 
his  spare  time  he  took  up  a  course  in 
mechanical  engineering  with  the  Inter¬ 
national  Correspondence  School  of 
Scranton.  In  1  904  he  accepted  a  posi‘ 
tion  as  master  mechanic  for  Butler  & 
Hayward,  builders  of  gasometers  and 
gas  plants ;  next  he  worked  for  the  same 
concern  at  Chicago.  Upon  his  return  to 
Providence  he  worked  as  an  engineer 
in  the  erection  of  the  new  Post  Office 
building ;  from  1 906  to  1911  he 
worked  as  master  mechanic  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  East  Side  tunnel ;  in 
1911  he  started  the  Providence  Crush 
Stone  and  Sand  Company.  In  1 922 
with  Domenico  Ricci  he  organized  the 
firm  of  Ricci  &  Ricci,  general  con¬ 
tractors,  specializing  in  highway  con¬ 
struction  and  in  dealing  in  sand,  gravel 
and  crushed  stone.  Mr.  Ricci  has  been 
highly  successful  in  his  business. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  R.  I.  High¬ 
way  Association. 

On  October  1 8,  1 903,  Mr.  Ricci 
married  Victoria  Di  Saia.  They  are  the 
parents  of  seven  children :  1 .  Albert ;  2. 
Alfred;  3.  Lillian;  4.  Rinaldo;  5. 
Clara ;  6.  Frank,  Jr. ;  7.  Charles. 
Home:  118  Pocasset  avenue.  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I.  Office:  Phenix  avenue, 
Cranston,  R.  I. 


ROSSIGNOLI,  Vincent  P.,  M.D. 

Born  in  Providence,  September  1 4, 
1  908,  the  son  of  Louis  Rossignoli  and 
Enrichetta  (Biello)  Rossignoli,  both 
natives  of  Italy. 

He  attended  the  local  public  schools 
and  Classical  High  School,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1927;  he  there¬ 
after  entered  Providence  College  where 
he  completed  his  pre-medical  course 
and  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Philosophy  in  1931.  Subsequently  he 
entered  Georgetown  University  where 


he  graduated  with  the  degree  of  M.  D. 
in  1935.  Immediately  afterwards  he 
served  his  interneship  at  St.  Raphael 
Hospital,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and 
Charles  V.  Chapin  Hospital,  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I. 

He  began  his  active  practice  of  medi¬ 
cine  in  Providence  in  April,  1937. 

Dr.  Rossignoli  is  connected  as  a 
city  physician  at  the  Providence  Board 
of  Health. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Providence 
Medical  Society,  Malpighi  Medical 
Club  and  Aurora  Club.  Office:  668 
Academy  avenue.  Providence,  R.  I. 


RICCITELLI,  Domenico 

Artist  and  tailor;  born  in  Ravisca- 
nina.  Province  of  Benevento,  Italy, 
March  9,  1881,  the  son  of  Michele 
Angelo  and  Brigida  (Rega)  Ricci- 
telli,  both  natives  of  the  same  town.  His 
father  who  immigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  1 883  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  the  Federal  Hill  district. 

Mr.  Riccitelli  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town  and  when 
twelve  years  old  came  to  this  country 
to  join  his  father  in  Providence.  Upon 
arriving  in  Providence  he  learned  the 
tailoring  trade  and  studied  English  in 
the  Evening  Public  Schools.  He  also 
studied  painting  at  the  Rhode  Island 
School  of  Design.  A  man  of  talent, 
his  landscape  paintings  depicting 
American  life  and  sceneries  of  Venice 
and  other  parts  of  Italy  adorn  the 
homes  and  institutions  in  many  of  our 
cities. 

Mr.  Riccitelli  is  a  member  and  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Pollutrese  Society. 

On  March  13,  1910,  Mr.  Ricci¬ 
telli  married  Lucia  Farina,  a  native  of 
Pollutri,  Italy.  They  are  the  parents 
of  four  children :  1 .  Mrs.  Della  Cor- 
vino;  2.  Michael  Angelo  Domenico, 
a  graduate  of  R.  I.  School  of  Design, 
engaged  as  a  commercial  artist;  3. 
Giulia  Anna ;  4.  Anna,  an  amateur 
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dramatist.  Studio:  41  7  Atwells  avenue, 
Providence,  R.  I. 


ROMANO,  Nicholas  A. 

Museum  photographer ;  born  in 
Benevento,  Italy,  November  1  1,  1887, 
the  son  of  Michele  and  Angela  (Pe" 
traccaro)  Romano,  both  natives  of  the 
same  town.  In  the  United  States  since 
1902.  Married  Goldie  Walberg, 
1910.  Educated  in  Italy  and  in  the 
United  States.  Three  children:  1. 
Hilda;  2.  Gilda;  3.  Ovid.  Soon  after 
his  arrival  in  the  United  States  worked 
as  a  photographer  in  Newark,  N.  J., 
where  he  spent  four  years.  Later  he 
moved  to  Providence,  where  he  worked 
for  M.  L.  Buffington  until  1917.  From 
1917  until  1926  he  worked  for  him¬ 
self.  Since  1926  he  has  held  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  museum  photographer,  Rhode 
Island  School  of  Design,  Providence, 
R.  I.  Home:  151  South  Angell  street. 
Providence,  R.  I. 


RAIA,  Vito  L..  M.D. 

Dean  of  the  Italo-American  phy¬ 
sicians  of  Rhode  Island,  was  born  in 
Viggiano,  Province  of  Basilicata,  Italy, 
September  15,  1857.  He  graduated 
from  the  Royal  University  of  Naples, 
Italy,  in  1 883,  with  the  degree  of 
Doctor  in  Medicine  and  Surgery.  In 
1886  he  came  to  Providence  and  at 
once  established  himself  in  practice 
here.  He  was  an  eminent  eye  surgeon 
and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Mal¬ 
pighi  Medical  Club.  On  October  28, 
1930,  the  King  of  Italy  conferred  upon 
him  the  decoration  of  Chevalier  of  the 
Crown  of  Italy.  Dr.  Raia  died  in  Prov¬ 
idence  on  November  21,  1938.  For 
further  information  see  Italo-Americans 
of  Rhode  Island,  Page  1  1  6,  Vol.  1 , 
1936. 


RUBBA,  John,  O  P. 

College  professor  and  religious 
leader;  born  in  Hammonton,  N.  J., 
October  30,  1903,  the  son  of  Matthew 
and  Maria  (Angelo)  Rubba.  His 
father  immigrated  to  the  United  States 
about  1  884. 

He  received  his  preliminary  and 
secondary  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Hammonton.  After  complet¬ 
ing  high  school  he  matriculated  at 
Providence  College,  where  he  received 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  He 
afterwards  spent  two  years  at  Catholic 
University,  Washington,  D.  C.,  two 
years  at  the  University  of  Florence, 
Italy,  and  two  years  at  the  University 
of  Sacro  Cuore,  Milan,  Italy,  where 
he  received  the  Doctorate  of  Letters. 

In  September,  1 938,  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Professor  of  Italian  and  Span¬ 
ish  at  Providence  College. 


RICCI,  Joseph 

Manufacturer;  born  in  Providence, 
September  27,  1904,  the  son  of  An¬ 
tonio  and  Rosina  (Ricci)  Ricci,  both 
natives  of  Prata  Sannita,  Province  of 
Campobasso,  Italy. 

He  attended  the  local  public  schools 
and  Technical  High  School  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1922.  After  leaving 
school  he  began  to  work  as  poster 
artist  which  he  followed  in  various  con¬ 
cerns.  In  the  meantime  he  attended  in 
the  evening  the  Rhode  Island  School 
of  Design  taking  courses  in  drawing 
and  designing,  receiving  a  certificate  of 
completion  of  studies  at  the  end  of  five 
years.  He  then  attended  the  Evening 
High  School  where  he  took  up  mechan¬ 
ical  drawing.  Being  ambitious  and  pos¬ 
sessing  an  excellent  preparation  he 
started  his  own  sign  studio  on  Math" 
ewson  street  remaining  there  for  one 
year.  Next  he  became  chief  designer 
for  Rueckert  Manufacturing  Company, 
remaining  there  for  three  years.  In 
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March,  1937,  he  established  the 
Crafts,  Inc.,  engaged  as  designer  and 
manufacturing  merchandising  displays, 
of  which  he  is  president.  Articles  manu¬ 
factured  by  this  company  are  shipped 
to  all  parts  of  the  United  States  and 
Europe. 

On  February  11,1 929,  Mr.  Ricci 
married  Maria  Lombari,  a  native  of 
Providence.  Office:  70  Tingley  street. 
Providence,  R.  I. 


RICCI,  Amedeo  A. 

General  manager ;  born  in  Provi¬ 
dence,  September  11,  1 906,  the  son 
of  Antonio  and  Rosa  (Ricci)  Ricci, 
both  natives  of  Prata  Sannita,  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Campobasso,  Italy. 

He  attended  the  local  public  schools ; 
Classical  High  School,  1 925  ;  Brown 
University,  A.  B.,  1929. 

After  the  completion  of  his  educa¬ 
tion  he  entered  the  employ  of  Low 
Supply  Company  starting  first  as  ship¬ 
ping  clerk.  While  with  the  Low  Supply 
Company  Mr.  Ricci  spared  no  effort 
to  master  every  detail  of  operations  and 
financial  conditions  to  be  met  in  the 
course  of  his  work,  such  as  distribution, 
sales,  purchasing,  warehousing  and 
traffic  management,  and  upon  this  solid 
foundation  he  laid  the  ground  work  for 
his  future  success.  He  remained  with 
the  Low  Supply  Company  until  1  939, 
at  which  time  he  helped  to  organize 
the  National  Plumbing  &  Heating  Sup¬ 
ply  Corporation,  becoming  its  general 
manager. 

Mr.  Ricci  is  a  member  of  the  Italo- 
American  Club. 

The  office  of  the  National  Plumbing 
&  Heating  Supply  Corporation,  of 
which  Mr.  Ricci  is  general  manager, 
is  at  5  1  3  Atwells  avenue.  Providence, 

R.  I. 


REA,  Alfred 

Founder  and  owner  of  Chrome 
Kraft  Mfg.  Company;  born  in  Isola 
Del  Liri,  Province  of  Frosinone,  Italy, 
July  9,  1  909,  the  son  of  Thomas  and 
Angelina  (Mollicone)  Rea. 

He  attended  the  Providence  public 
schools.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  went 
to  work  in  a  machine  shop  and  con¬ 
tinued  his  studies  in  the  evening  Tech¬ 
nical  High  School,  where  he  studied 
mechanical  drafting.  He  later  enrolled 
as  a  student  at  the  Rhode  Island  School 
of  Design  where  he  took  up  furniture 
designing  and  commercial  art.  While 
employed  in  the  wooden  furniture  bus¬ 
iness  he  made  a  careful  study  of  chrome 
steel  furniture. 

In  1  936  he  started  his  own  factory, 
manufacturing  and  designing  krome 
steel  furniture  for  bus  terminals,  barber 
shops,  beauty  parlors,  lunch  rooms, 
shoe  stores,  men’s  shops,  hotels  and 
doctors’  and  dentists’  offices.  A  young 
man  with  a  mechanical  bent,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-four  he  obtained  his  first 
patent.  At  present  he  has  three  patents 
to  his  credit  and  fourteen  still  pend¬ 
ing. 

On  November  21,  1934,  Mr.  Rea 
married  Elizabeth  Capaldi  of  Provi¬ 
dence.  They  are  the  parents  of  one 
child:  Rita. 

Mr.  Rea  conducts  his  factory  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  Chrome  Kraft  Mfg. 
Co.,  the  oldest  and  largest  manufac' 
turers  of  distinctive  chromium  furniture. 
Office  and  factory:  934  Branch  ave¬ 
nue,  Providence,  R.  I. 


ROMANO,  Anthony,  M.D. 

Born  in  Providence,  November  1  3, 
1 896,  the  son  of  Eraclio  and  Rosa 
(Viti)  Romano,  pioneer  immigrants 
from  the  town  of  Pietravairano,  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Naples,  Italy. 

Educated  in  the  Providence  Public 
schools;  Classical  High  School,  1916; 
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Brown  University,  B.  A.,  1920;  Jef¬ 
ferson  Medical  College,  M.  D.,  1924. 
Served  his  interneship  at  Grace  Hos¬ 
pital  in  New  Haven,  Conn.  He  began 
his  active  practice  of  medicine  in  1  926. 

Dr.  Romano  is  on  the  medical  staff 
of  the  out-patient  department  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Hospital ;  courtesy  staff 
of  the  Lying-in-Hospital  and  Homeo¬ 
pathic  Hospital. 

Dr.  Romano  is  a  member  of  the 
Providence  Medical  Society  and  Mal¬ 
pighi  Medical  Club. 

In  1925  Dr.  Romano  married  Kath¬ 
erine  (Vessella).  They  are  the  parents 
of  two  children :  1 .  Robert  Anthony ; 
2.  Geraldine  Rose.  Office:  462  Broad¬ 
way,  Providence,  R.  I.  (From  the 
1936  edition). 


RONCHESE,  Francesco,  M.D. 

Born  n  Treviso,  Italy,  October  22, 
1892. 

Graduated  from  the  Royal  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Padua,  April  6,  1917,  with 
the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  took  up  a  post 
graduate  course  in  dermatology  in 
Venice,  Italy,  and  Paris,  France. 
Served  for  four  and  a  half  years  in 
the  World  War  and  is  now  a  captain 
in  the  Reserve  Medical  Corps,  Royal 
Italian  Navy.  In  recognition  of  his  mil¬ 
itary  valor  he  was  awarded  a  bronze 
medal  by  the  Italian  Government. 

Dr.  Ronchese’s  hospital  affiliations 
include :  dermatologist,  Rhode  Islaifd 
Hospital,  Charles  V.  Chapin  Hospital, 
St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  State  Hospital 
for  Mental  Diseases,  State  Infirmary. 
Assistant  dermatologist,  Massachusetts 
General  Hospial. 

Dr.  Ronchese’s  professional  affilia" 
tions  include  American  Medical  Asso¬ 
ciation,  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society, 
Providence  Medical  Association,  New 
England  Dermatological  Society,  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Military  Surgeons  of  the 
United  States,  Societa  Italiana  Di  Der- 
matologia  E  Sifiliologia  of  Rome, 


Italy.  He  has  published  23  papers  on 
various  subjects  of  dermatology  and 
syphilology. 

In  1923,  Dr.  Ronchese  married 
Diana  Guilmette  of  Southbridge,  Mass. 
Office:  122  Waterman  street.  (From 
the  1936  edition). 


REGINE,  Louis 

Proprietor  Regine  Motor  Company ; 
born  in  Forio  D’Ischia,  in  the  island  of 
Ischia,  Province  of  Naples,  Italy,  Aug¬ 
ust  1,  1901,  the  son  of  Giuseppe  and 
Carmela  (Del  Deo)  Regine:  In  1904, 
at  the  age  of  three,  he  was  brought  to 
the  United  States  by  his  parents,  who 
settled  in  Providence. 

He  attended  the  local  public  schools, 
but  early  in  life  he  began  learning  the 
plumbing  trade  at  the  Providence 
Plumbing  Company.  Five  years  later 
he  bought  out  the  concern  and  became 
its  sole  owner.  After  eight  years  he 
transferred  his  plumbing  business  to  his 
brother  and  brother-in-law.  In  1932 
he  turned  to  the  automobile  business. 
At  that  time  he  established  a  complete 
automobile  sales  and  service  agency, 
becoming  a  dealer  of  Pontiac  cars.  Mr. 
Regine’s  salesroom  is  located  at  193 
Smith  street.  He  is  sole  owner  of  the 
business,  both  sales  and  service,  and 
also  of  the  building  in  which  the  bus¬ 
iness  is  carried  on  under  the  name  of 
Regine  Motors,  Inc.  In  the  compara¬ 
tively  short  period  of  years  that  Mr. 
Regine  took  up  the  automobile  indus¬ 
try  by  representation  of  popular  cars, 
he  has  built  up  an  enterprise  that  is 
known  throughout  this  section  for  its 
fine  work  and  service. 

In  addition  to  his  ownership  of  the 
Regine  Motors,  Inc.,  he  is  also  the 
sole  owner  of  the  Rex  Finance  Com¬ 
pany  and  interested  in  the  real  estate 
business. 

Although  devoted  to  his  business 
and  to  the  service  of  the  automobile 
public,  Mr.  Regine  is  also  active  in 
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business,  social  and  fraternal  affairs. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  R.  I.  Auto¬ 
mobile  Dealers’  Association,  Italo- 
American  Club  and  Aurora  Club. 

On  Sept.  12,  1921,  Mr.  Regine 
married  Celia  Zarrella,  a  native  of 
Providence.  They  are  the  parents  of 
three  children:  1.  Louis  Joseph,  Jr.; 
2.  Vito;  3.  Carmela.  Office:  193 
Smith  street.  Home:  44  Cathedral 
avenue.  Providence,  R.  I. 


RUSSO,  Thomas 

Businessman;  born  in  Teano,  Prov" 
ince  of  Naples,  Italy,  October  21, 
1 904,  the  son  of  Nicola  and  Isa¬ 
bella  (Di  Pari)  Russo. 

Mr.  Russo  when  a  small  child  of 
five  years  of  age  was  brought  to  the 
United  States  by  his  mother  to  join 
his  father  in  Providence.  He  attended 
the  local  public  schools,  and  when  but 
fourteen  years  of  age,  he  went  to 
work  in  a  hardware  store  where  he 
learned  the  business  from  all  angles. 
He  remained  with  this  concern  until 
1923,  at  which  time  he  associated 
himself  with  his  father,  Nicola  Russo, 
in  starting  a  hardware  and  paint  store 
at  315  Atwells  Avenue.  His  busi¬ 
ness  grew  so  rapidly  that  after  a  few 
years  it  moved  to  the  large  quarters 
at  279-281  Atwells  Avenue,  making 
it  one  of  the  largest  hardware  and 
paint  stores  in  the  Federal  Hill  sec¬ 
tion. 

The  Russo’s  Hardware,  Inc.,  sup¬ 
ply  contractors  and  home  builders 
with  a  complete  line  of  builders’  hard¬ 
ware.  They  supply  home  owners  with 
everything  needed  to  completely  equip 
your  kitchen  and  beautify  your  home. 
They  carry  kitchen  hardware,  includ¬ 
ing  cooking  utensils,  cutlery,  dishes, 
glassware,  electric  appliances,  etc. 
They  carry  large  and  complete  stocks 
of  paints,  oils,  varnishes,  etc.,  featuring 
the  well-known  Sherwin-Williams’ 
line.  They  carry  wall  paper  in  a 


complete  assortment  of  latest  patterns. 
They  carry  sporting  goods,  including 
a  complete  line  of  fishing  tackle, 
hunters’  supplies,  etc.  They  issue 
Rhode  Island  fishing  licenses  for  the 
convenience  of  their  trade.  They  also 
carry  big  stocks  of  gifts  and  articles 
suitable  for  showers  and  wedding 
gifts.  They  render  an  expert  stove  re¬ 
pair  service  on  stoves  of  all  makes  and 
sizes. 

Thomas  Russo  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus  and  Aurora 
Club. 

Mr.  Russo  is  married  to  Rose 
Martone  Russo. 

This  large  and  well-equipped  Rus¬ 
so’s  Hardware,  Inc.,  of  which  Thomas 
Russo  is  manager,  is  at  298  Atwells 
Avenue,  Providence,  R.  I. 


ROMANO.  Frank 

General  contractor ;  born  in  Mo- 
schiano,  Province  of  Avellino,  Italy, 
May  1 7,  1 898,  the  son  of  Antonio 
and  Fortunata  Giordana  Romano,  both 
natives  of  the  same  town.  He  at¬ 
tended  the  local  public  schools  until 
he  was  ten  years  of  age,  when  he  be" 
came  a  helper  on  his  father’s  farm. 
When  a  youth  of  sixteen  he  immi¬ 
grated  to  the  United  States,  first  set- 
teling  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
worked  for  two  years  in  a  glass  fac¬ 
tory.  In  1  9 1  6  he  proceeded  to  Provi¬ 
dence,  where,  Frank,  still  a  mere  lad, 
learned  the  cement  blocking  trade. 
After  a  few  years  of  experience  in 
his  trade,  in  1918,  he  started  a  con¬ 
tracting  business  on  his  own  account. 
His  building  operations  include  houses, 
gasoline  filling  stations,  stores  and  gen¬ 
eral  construction  work.  He  is  suc¬ 
cessfully  engaged  in  business  under 
the  name  of  Romano  Construction 
Company. 

Mr.  Romano  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus,  Stella  D’ Italia 
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Society,  Italo-American  Citizens  Club 
and  other  organizations. 

Mr.  Romano  married.  May  8, 
1922,  Angiolina  Di  Giulio,  a  native 
of  New  York  City.  They  are  the 
parents  of  four  children:  1.  Fortu- 
nata;  2.  Angela;  3.  Frank,  Jr.; 
4.  Ronald. 

Mr.  Romano’s  office  is  at  95  Foun¬ 
tain  Street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


RUGGIERO.  Vasta  L. 


1 920.  After  her  graduation  she  was 
employed  by  the  N.  I.  R.  Co.,  as 
clerk  for  five  years. 

At  a  very  young  age  she  took  a 
great  interest  in  civic,  charitable  and 
religious  work  among  the  Italian  peo¬ 
ple  of  Bristol.  Well  known  in  musi" 
cal  circles,  she  is  a  piano  teacher  and 
also  organist  of  Our  Lady  of  Mount 
Carmel  Church  since  1 924  and  still 
holds  that  position.  Founded  the  St. 
Rita’s  Girls’  Club  of  the  same  parish 
and  served  as  its  president  for  thirteen 
years.  In  1927  she  organized  a  kin¬ 
dergarten  for  neighborhood  children. 
In  1931  she  was  appointed  Director 
of  Public  Aid,  the  first  Italian  ever 
to  hold  such  an  office,  discharging 
her  duties  with  ability  and  efficiency. 
She  has  also  the  distinction  of  being 
the  first  Italian  woman  to  become  a 
Deputy  Sheriff,  having  been  appointed 
on  July  1  2,  1 940.  A  member  of  the 
Republican  Town  Committee  since 
1 929,  in  the  field  of  Italo-American 
women’s  activities  in  Bristol,  Mrs. 
Ruggieri  is  a  tireless  worker  and  one 
of  its  outstanding  leaders. 

On  September  21,  1925,  she  was 
married  to  John  A.  Ruggiero,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  New  York  City,  of  the  clerical 
department  of  the  N.  I.  R.  Co.,  and 
is  the  mother  of  two  sons:  1.  John; 
2,  Robert.  Home:  97  Bradford 
Street,  Bristol,  R.  I. 


VASTA  L.  RUGGIERO 

Well-known  leader  in  civic  and 
charitable  work;  born  in  Scafati, 
Province  of  Salerno,  Italy,  May  9, 
1902,  the  daughter  of  Nicola  and 
Elvira  (Formisano)  La  Rocca,  both 
natives  of  the  same  town. 

When  three  years  old  she  was 
brought  to  the  United  States  by  her 
mother  to  join  her  father  in  Bristol. 
She  attended  the  public  schools  and 
was  graduated  from  the  Colt  Memo¬ 
rial  High  School  with  the  class  of 


RUSSO,  Marco  A. 

Proprietor  of  Russo  Advertising 
and  Publishing  Company;  born  in  San 
Fele,  Province  of  Potenza,  Italy,  Jan¬ 
uary  8,  1870,  the  son  of  Gabriele  and 
Marghenta  Russo.  In  1 886  he  im¬ 
migrated  to  the  United  States,  set¬ 
tling  in  Newport.  He  is  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Italo-American  com¬ 
munity  of  Newport.  Very  active  in 
civic  and  fraternal  affairs.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Newport  Historical 
Society. 
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He  is  editor  and  publisher  of 
“L’Alba”  of  Newport,  and  “II  Cor- 
riere”  of  Middletown. 

In  1906,  Mr.  Russo  married  in 
San  Fele,  Italy,  Filomena  Pittaro, 
and  is  the  father  of  two  children: 
1.  Gabriella,  a  teacher;  2.  Marco  A. 
Russo,  a  clerk  in  the  U.  S.  service. 
Office:  corner  Touro  and  Spring 
Streets,  Newport,  R.  I. 


RUSSILLO,  Domenic  Thomas 

Architect.  See  Page  5 1 ,  Second 
Edition,  Italo-Americans  of  Rhode 
Island,  1936. 


ROMA  MACARONI  DIE  MFG. 
CO., The 

The  Roma  Macaroni  Die  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company  was  established  in 
Boston,  Mass.,  in  1937,  by  the  two 
cousins,  Salvatore  Correnti  and  Gio¬ 
vanni  Correnti. 

As  mechanics  they  felt  the  need  of 
accurate  machines  and  tools  and 
worked  out  designs  for  new  tools, 
many  of  which  are  now  recognized 
as  the  standard  in  the  mechanical  field 
for  the  manufacture  of  macaroni. 
Their  selection  of  improved  special 
machinery  and  appliances  called  Panto¬ 
graphs  which  are  imported  from  Ger" 
many,  has  been  the  prime  factor  in 
the  broad  development  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  their  company. 

The  excellence  of  the  dies  manu¬ 
factured  by  their  company  have 
brought  it  recognition  as  the  leader 
in  their  field.  Its  dies  are  now  dis¬ 
tributed  to  macaroni  manufacturers  all 
over  the  United  States  and  Canada. 
The  Roma  Macaroni  Die  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company  are  the  only  die 
makers  here  in  New  England. 

Since  its  formation  in  1937,  the 
company  has  successfully  expanded 
under  the  able  management  of  Salva¬ 
tore  Correnti  and  Giovanni  Correnti. 


The  office  of  the  Roma  Macaroni 
Die  Manufacturing  Company  is  at 
348  Commercial  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 


SEVERINO,  Dominick  Alexander 

College  instructor;  born  in  Boston, 
Mass.,  September  14,  1914,  the  son 
of  Nicola  L.  Severino  and  Amalia 
Giordano,  who  were  born  respectively 
at  Altavilla  Irpina  and  Montefredane, 
Province  of  Avellino,  Italy. 

Mr.  Severino  received  his  education 
in  the  Boston  public  schools  and,  fol¬ 
lowing  his  graduation  from  the  High 
school,  enrolled  at  Massachusetts  Col¬ 
lege  of  Arts,  where  he  was  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  in  the 
Science  of  Education  in  1937.  He 
afterwards  entered  Boston  University, 
from  which  he  received  the  degree  of 
Master  of  Education  in  1 938.  As  an 
undergraduate  he  was  prominent  in 
college  affairs,  being  President  of  Stu¬ 
dent  Government  in  Massachusetts 
College  of  Art,  1936-37. 

His  educational  training  completed, 
he  immediately  entered  in  the  active 
teaching  of  his  profession.  In  Sep¬ 
tember,  1 938,  he  was  appointed  an 
instructor  of  art  at  Rhode  Island  Col¬ 
lege  of  Education,  the  youngest  Italo- 
American  ever  to  hold  such  a  posi¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  Severino  has  executed  many 
important  oil  paintings  and  water  colors 
which  he  has  exhibited  in  Massachu¬ 
setts.  He  has  also  exhibited  import" 
ant  designs  and  settings  for  dramatic 
presentations.  In  1 939  he  received  a 
Carnegie  scholarship  to  Harvard  Uni¬ 
versity. 

He  is  a  member  of  Rhode  Island 
Arts  Teachers  Association;  Eastern 
Arts  Association ;  Alumni  Association 
of  Boston  University. 

On  August  27,  1939,  Prof.  Seve¬ 
rino  married  Fehrn  E.  Dirkman  of 
Waban,  Mass.,  a  graduate  of  the 
Massachusetts  College  of  Art. 
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SANTOSUOSSO.  Michele  Angelo 

Proprietor  of  Providence  Marble 
and  Slate  Works;  born  at  Taurasi, 
Province  of  Avellino,  Italy,  June  1  1 , 
1887,  the  son  of  Raffaele  and  Car- 
mela  (Caggiano)  Santosuosso. 

Mr.  Santosuosso  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  town  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
he  was  brought  to  the  United  States 
by  his  uncle  to  join  his  father  in  Bos¬ 
ton.  In  1907  he  returned  to  his  na¬ 
tive  country  to  serve  in  the  Italian 
Army,  where  he  was  assigned  to  the 
1  2th  Regiment  of  Field  Artillery.  He 
was  honorably  discharged  in  1 909 
with  the  grade  of  corporal  major. 

Following  his  discharge  from  the 
army  he  returned  to  Boston  in  1910. 
Upon  coming  to  these  shores  he  at 
once  engaged  in  the  marble  and  slate 
business.  The  Providence  Marble  and 
Slate  Works,  of  which  he  is  the  sole 
owner,  was  established  in  Providence 
in  1918.  The  reputation  which  Mr. 
Santosuosso  has  built  up  for  himself 
in  his  field  is  both  enviable  and  com¬ 
plete. 

Mr.  Santosuosso  devotes  consider¬ 
able  time  to  civic,  fraternal  and  social 
activities.  He  is  a  member  of  Lodge 
Fiore  D’ltalia,  Order  Sons  of  Italy 
and  the  Elks. 

On  April  25,  1910,  Mr.  Santo¬ 
suosso  married  Maria  Colarusso.  They 
became  the  parents  of  the  following 
children :  1 .  Raffaele,  associated  with 
his  father;  2.  William;  3.  John; 
4.  Arthur;  5.  Carmela;  6.  Elizabeth. 
Office:  470-472  West  Exchange 
Street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


SCIOTTI,  Fred 

Electrical  engineer;  born  in  Provi¬ 
dence,  March  1 0,  1 904.  His  father, 
Antonio  Sciotti,  a  jeweler,  native  of 
Furci,  Province  of  Chieti,  and  his 
mother,  Pulcheria  (Bruscaglia)  Sciot¬ 


ti,  native  of  Predappio,  Province  of 
Forli,  immigrated  to  the  United  States 
from  Italy  in  1 900. 

He  attended  the  local  public  schools 
and  Technical  High  School,  gradu¬ 
ating  in  1 922.  He  then  entered 
Brown  University,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1  926  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Sciences  in  electrical  en‘ 
gineering. 

After  spending  two  years  in  vari¬ 
ous  concerns,  in  1  929  he  became  elec¬ 
trical  engineer  for  the  New  England 
Power  Service  Company,  a  position 
which  he  has  held  ever  since. 

Actively  interested  in  military  af¬ 
fairs,  he  joined  the  Rhode  Island  Na¬ 
tional  Guard  in  1 922 ;  in  1 929  he 
was  commissioned  in  the  U.  S.  Re¬ 
serve  Army  with  the  rank  of  lieuten¬ 
ant  in  the  302nd  Field  Artillery;  in 
1936  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
captain  in  the  same  branch  of  the 
service. 

On  April  28,  1 930,  he  married 
Anna  De  Bucci  of  Providence.  They 
became  the  parents  of  one  child : 
Robert  Sciotti. 


SPADETTI,  Armando 

Chemical  engineer ;  born  in  Isernia, 
Province  of  Campobasso,  Italy,  Feb¬ 
ruary  15,  1913,  the  son  of  Pietro 
and  Antonetta  (Amicarelli)  Spadelti. 
In  1916  he  was  brought  to  this  coun¬ 
try  by  his  mother  to  join  his  father 
in  Providence.  He  attended  the  local 
public  schools  and  Technical  High 
School,  graduating  in  1930.  While 
there  he  was  a  member  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Honor  Society  for  Scholastic 
Achievements.  He  then  entered  Rhode 
Island  State  College  from  which  he 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Sciences  in  chemical  engineering  ?.u 
1934,  and  received  the  degree  of 
Master  of  Sciences  in  chemistry  in 
1939.  At  the  Rhode  Island  State 
College  he  became  a  member  of  Phi 
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Kappa  Phi,  the  national  honorary 
scholastic  fraternity. 

In  1934  he  was  appointed  instruc¬ 
tor  of  chemistry  at  Rhode  Island 
State  College  serving  during  1  934-36. 
He  became  assistant  chief  chemist  at 
the  Apponaug  Finishing  Company,  re¬ 
maining  there  during  1936-38.  He 
then  went  with  the  Smithfield  Chemical 
Company,  at  Greenville,  becoming 
managing  chemical  engineer,  a  position 
which  he  has  held  ever  since. 

Actively  interested  in  military  af¬ 
fairs  he  joined  the  Rhode  Island  Na¬ 
tional  Guard  in  1935,  when  he  be" 
came  a  2nd  lieutenant  of  the  1  1 8th 
Engineers.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
American  Association  of  Textile 
Chemists,  American  Chemical  Society, 
Providence  Junior  Engineers  Society. 

On  May  22,  1939,  Mr.  Spadetti 
married  Giovanna  Guglielmi,  daughter 
of  Mr.  Raffaele  and  Mrs.  Maria  Cara- 
monte  Guglielmi  of  Providence. 


SCIARAFFA,  Charles  C. 

Jewelry  manufacturer;  born  in 
Providence,  March  30,  1905,  the  son 
of  Paul  and  Maria  Villanova  Scia- 
raffa. 

He  received  his  early  education  in 
the  local  public  schools  and  Technical 
High  School.  After  high  school  he 
started  and  completed  his  apprentice 
training  in  leading  jewelry  factories, 
specializing  in  stone  setting,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  it  until  1936.  at  which  time 
he  went  into  business  for  himself, 
starting  a  small  plant  devoted  entirely 
to  stone-setting  in  all  its  branches. 

Mr.  Sciaraffa,  an  enterprising  young 
man,  takes  an  active  part  in  all  phases 
of  community  life. 

On  September  11,  1924,  Mr. 

Sciaraffa  married  Jessie  Miller.  They 
became  the  parents  of  two  children: 
1.  Charles,  Jr.;  2.  Norma.  Office: 
661  Westminster  Street,  Providence, 
R.  I. 


SACCOCCIO,  Anthony 

Proprietor  of  Modern  Jewelry  Cast¬ 
ing  Company,  was  born  in  Cranston, 
R.  I.,  January  20,  1910,  the  son  of 
Luigi  and  Madeline  Di  Meo  Saccoccio. 

He  received  his  elementary  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools  of  Cranston 
and  at  the  age  of  1  2  he  went  to  work 
in  the  jewelry  factories  where  he  served 
his  apprenticeship  in  jewelry  tool  mak¬ 
ing.  This  was  followed  by  experience 
in  the  shop  and  in  time  worked  as 
foreman  for  T.  &  R.  Jewelry  Com¬ 
pany,  B.  Novgrad  &  Co.,  and  other 
jewelry  concerns.  In  1936,  he  went 
into  business  for  himself  by  starting 
a  factory  where  he  specialized  in 
bronze  molds,  a  venture  in  which  he 
has  been  successful. 

On  May  12,  1931,  Mr.  Saccoccio 
married  Catherine  De  Lellis.  They 
became  the  parents  of  two  children: 
1.  Louis  Anthony;  2.  Madeline  Ann. 
Mrs.  Saccoccio  died  in  1 938. 

Mr.  Saccoccio  is  a  charter  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Rhody  Roller  Skating 
Club,  the  first  organization  of  its  kind 
ever  started  in  this  State.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  City  Hall  Athletic 
Club  of  Cranston. 

Mr.  Saccoccio  is  engaged  in  busi¬ 
ness  under  the  name  of  Modem 
Jewelry  Casting  Co.,  661  West¬ 
minster  Street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


SOLLITTO.  Paul  Henry.  D.M.D. 

Born  in  Providence,  November  23, 
1911,  the  son  of  Antonio  Sollitto  and 
Filomena  Correra  Sollitto,  both  natives 
of  Maddaloni,  Italy. 

He  received  his  education  in  the 
local  public  schools  and  Classical  High 
School,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
1931.  He  then  entered  Rhode  Island 
State  College  from  which  he  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Sciences 
in  1935.  He  afterwards  took  up  the 
study  of  dentistry  at  Harvard  Dental 
School,  graduating  with  the  degree  of 
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D.M.D.  in  1939.  He  served  his 
junior  interneship  at  Exeter  School, 
Lafayette,  R.  I. 

Dr.  Sollitto  is  a  member  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Rams  Club  and  the 
Rho  Iota  Kappa,  a  local  fraternity  at 
Rhode  Island  State  College. 

Dr.  Sollitto  is  registered  to  prac¬ 
tice  dentistry  in  Rhode  Island.  Office: 
227  Broadway,  Providence,  R.  I. 


SGAMBATO,  Frank  John 

Labor  leader  and  councilman  from 
North  Providence;  born  in  New 
Y ork  City,  August  24,  1  900,  the  son 
of  Giovanni  and  Carmela  Sgambato, 
natives  of  Italy. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  started 
life  as  a  textile  worker.  In  1 932  he 
became  President  of  Local  Union  of 
Textile  Workers;  in  1934  he  became 
organizer  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor;  from  February,  1937,  to 
March,  1939,  he  held  the  post  of  fac¬ 
tory  inspector.  In  1 939  he  returned 
to  his  former  position  as  organizer  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 
In  1 934  he  was  elected  councilman 
from  District  No.  1,  North  Provi' 
dence,  an  office  which  he  is  still 
serving.  During  1920-1922  he  served 
in  the  U.  S.  Navy  as  a  musician. 
He  is  a  member  of  Local  Union  No. 
198  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Musicians. 

On  February  8,  1 926,  Mr.  Sgam¬ 
bato  married  Juliet  Dandurand.  Chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Carmel;  2.  Frances. 


SAVASTA.  Stellario 

Manager  of  F.  &  M.  Finance  Co., 
born  in  Providence,  November  7, 
1 909,  the  son  of  Domenico  and  Gio- 
vanna  (Rossi)  Savasta,  who  were 
born  respectively  at  Messina,  and 
Rome,  Italy. 

He  attended  the  local  public  schools 
and  Commercial  High  School,  from 


which  he  graduated  in  1927.  After 
completing  his  education  he  took  up 
general  insurance  by  entering  the  em¬ 
ploy  of  Harold  Holt  &  Company.  He 
later  was  appointed  manager  of  the 
F.  &  M.  Finance  Company,  a  position 
which  he  is  still  serving  to  the  satis¬ 
faction  of  his  superiors  and  clients. 

Active  in  the  civic,  social,  religious 
and  fraternal  affairs  of  the  community 
he  is  affiliated  with  the  Roosevelt 
Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  filling  the  office 
of  Junior  Warden. 

On  October  5,  1931,  Mr.  Savasta 
married  Tommasina  La  Fauci  of 
Providence.  Office:  51  Empire  Street, 
Providence,  R.  I. 


STIFANO.  Cono  V..  M.D. 

Born  in  Providence,  July  5,  1896, 
the  son  of  Giuseppe  and  Angelina 
(Marino)  Stifano.  His  parents,  na¬ 
tives  of  Cicerale  Cilento,  Province  of 
Salerno,  Italy,  immigrated  to  Rhode 
Island  in  1  889. 

He  attended  the  local  public  schools 
and  Morris  Heights  Preparatory 
School.  He  graduated  from  Rhode 
Island  College  of  Pharmacy  in  1915 
with  the  degree  of  Ph.G.  For  two 
years  he  held  the  office  of  U.  S.  Nar¬ 
cotic  Agent.  Later  he  took  up  the 
study  of  medicine  at  Missouri  College 
of  Medicine  and  Sciences,  graduating 
with  the  degree  of  M.D.  in  1927.  For 
three  years  he  served  his  interneship 
at  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital.  At  present 
he  is  medical  investigator  in  the  Division 
of  Communicable  Disease  Control, 
State  Department  of  Public  Health. 

He  is  a  member  of  Loggia  Vittoria, 
Order  Sons  of  Italy;  St.  Anthony 
Council,  Knights  of  Columbus.  A 
forceful  speaker,  at  the  convention  held 
by  Sons  of  Italy  on  August  6,  1939, 
Dr.  Stifano  spoke  eloquently  on  the 
life  of  Giuseppe  Carlo  Maurani,  an 
Italian  who  immigrated  from  Villa- 
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franca  in  1  760,  and  who  was  second 
in  command  to  Admiral  Hopkins. 

On  September  23,  1915,  Dr. 

Stifano  married  Alvina  Seneca,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Providence.  They  became  the 
parents  of  five  children:  1.  Joseph; 
2.  Rose;  3.  Anthony;  4.  Cono,  Jr.; 
5.  Raymond.  Address:  590  Charles 
Street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


SCALERA.  Vincenzo 

Pharmacist ;  born  in  Presenzano, 
Province  of  Naples,  Italy,  the  son  of 
Carmine  and  Patrizia  (Cozzone) 
Scalera.  He  was  educated  in  Presen¬ 
zano,  Naples,  and  Caserta.  After 
graduating  in  pharmacy  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Naples,  he  held  responsible 
positions  with  many  leading  drug 
stores.  For  six  years  he  conducted  his 
own  pharmacy  in  Presenzano.  He  im¬ 
migrated  to  the  United  States  in  1905, 
settling  in  Providence.  He  has  worked 
as  pharmacist  for  F.  P.  Ventrone  and 
Dr.  Luigi  Maiello.  For  many  years 
he  was  proprietor  of  Scalera’s  Phar¬ 
macy.  At  present  he  is  a  pharmacist 
at  City  Hospital.  On  April  6,  1 900, 
he  married  Giulia  Villatico.  They  be' 
came  the  parents  of  eight  children : 

1 .  Samuel,  formerly  a  state  senator ; 

2.  Patrizia;  3.  Augusto;  4.  Nicholas; 
5.  Flora;  6.  Ida;  7.  Giuditta;  8.  Cor- 
rado.  Home:  5  Brighton  Street, 
Providence,  R.  I. 


STORTI,  Joseph  D. 

Italian  pioneer  immigrant  and  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Italian  colony; 
born  in  Capriati  al  Volturno,  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Campobasso,  Italy,  November 
8,  1865,  the  son  of  Domenico  and 
Antonia  (Caldarone)  Storti,  who  were 
born  respectively  at  Capriati  al  Vol¬ 
turno  and  Marzano  Appio,  Italy. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town  until  the  age  of  nine, 
at  which  time  he  was  brought  to  Rhode 


Island.  Upon  coming  to  Providence 
he  attended  for  a  while  the  local  pub¬ 
lic  schools.  He  kept  a  shoe  repair¬ 
ing  store  downtown,  was  one  of  the 
first  Italians  to  buy  real  estate  and 
build  houses  on  Federal  Hill,  and  at 
one  time  was  also  a  general  contrac¬ 
tor. 

A  life-long  resident  of  Federal  Hill 
he  held  membership  in  the  Italian 
Union  and  Benevolent  Society,  Rome 
Society,  Italo-American  Club  and 
other  organizations. 

On  October  20,  1887,  Mr.  Storti 
married  Infinita  Barone,  also  a  native 
of  Capriati  al  Volturno,  and  daughter 
of  Francesco  and  Infinita  Barone. 
They  became  the  parents  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  1.  John;  2.  Eda;  3.  Mrs. 
Virginia  Rotondo;  4.  Henry;  5.  Mrs. 
Albena  Annicelli;  6.  Oresto ;  7.  Mrs. 
Dora  Giusti. 

Mr.  Storti  died  on  April  26,  1937, 
at  his  home,  1 24  Balbo  Avenue, 
Providence,  R.  I. 


SENERCHIA.  Aldo  Vincenzo,  B.S. 

Registered  pharmacist  and  assistant 
professor  in  chemistry ;  born  in  Rome, 
Italy,  January  25,  1917,  the  son  of 
Giovanni  Senerchia,  M.D.,  and  Er- 
nesta  (Pennacchia)  Senerchia,  who 
were  born  respectively  at  Fornelli  and 
Naples,  Italy. 

He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Warwick  and  Warwick 
High  School,  from  which  he  grad¬ 
uated  in  1934;  he  then  entered  the 
Rhode  Island  College  of  Pharmacy 
and  Allied  Sciences,  from  which  he 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Sciences  in  Pharmacy  in  1938. 

After  completing  his  studies  he  be¬ 
came  connected  as  pharmacist  with 
Senerchia’s  Pharmacy,  owned  by  his 
uncle,  former  Representative  Vincenzo 
Senercia.  Mr.  Senerchia  is  on  the 
faculty  of  the  Rhode  Island  College 
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of  Pharmacy  and  Allied  Sciences, 
listed  as  assistant  professor  in  chem¬ 
istry. 


SCOTTI,  Caesar 

Contractor  and  builder;  born  in 
Monti  Procida,  Island  of  Procida, 
Province  of  Naples,  Italy,  March  15, 
1895,  the  son  of  Salvatore  and  As" 
sunta  Scotti,  both  natives  of  the  same 
island. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town  and  at  the  age  of  ten 
he  was  brought  to  the  United  States 
by  his  step-mother,  Margherita  (Lu- 
brano)  Scotti,  to  join  his  father  in 
Providence. 

After  a  brief  education  in  the  local 
public  schools,  at  the  age  of  13  he 
began  to  work  in  a  jewelry  factory. 
At  1  6  he  became  an  apprentice  in  the 
plumbing  trade  which  he  followed 
until  he  went  into  business  for  himself. 
Twelve  years  ago  he  entered  the  con¬ 
tracting  and  building  business.  He  has 
built  many  houses,  garages  and  service 
stations  scattered  throughout  Rhode 
Island. 

From  1935  to  1939  he  served  as 
official  Fish  and  Game  Warden  for 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

On  April  29,  1917,  Mr.  Scotti 
married  Christine  Lubrano,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Michael  Lubrano. 
Mr.  Lubrano  is  one  of  the  earliest 
Italian  settlers  of  Federal  Hill.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Scotti  are  the  parents  of  four 
children:  1.  Susie;  2.  Salvatore; 
3.  Marion;  4.  Michael.  Office:  97 
Parade  Street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


SANTAGATA,  John  B. 

Proprietor  of  Colonial  Mattress  & 
Upholstering  Company;  born  in  Vaira- 
no  Patenora,  Province  of  Naples, 
Italy,  May  6,  1885,  the  son  of  Filo- 
meno  and  Maria  (Di  Muccio)  San- 
tagata,  both  natives  of  the  same  town. 


He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town  until  the  age  of  twelve, 
at  which  time  he  was  brought  to  the 
United  States  by  his  mother  to  join 
his  father  in  Providence.  Upon  his 
arrival  here  he  attended  the  local  pub¬ 
lic  schools,  and  after  completing  the 
grammar  courses  he  decided  to  get  an 
early  start  in  life.  He  first  started 
working  on  a  farm,  then  he  worked 
in  local  factories.  Next  he  obtained 
employment  in  one  of  the  largest  furni¬ 
ture  stores  of  Providence,  remaining 
there  for  twenty-five  years,  during 
which  period  he  became  a  leading 
furniture  salesman.  With  the  experi¬ 
ence  and  exact  knowledge  he  had 
gained  were  reliable  guides  for  him  to 
establish  in  1935  his  own  business, 
manufacturing  furniture,  including 
mattresses  and  upholstering.  The  busi¬ 
ness  is  carried  on  under  the  name  of 
Colonial  Mattress  and  Upholstering 
Company.  His  enterprise  has  flourished 
exceedingly  and  is  now  one  of  the 
most  important  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Santagata,  regarded  as  a  most 
progressive  and  capable  business  man, 
is  also  active  in  the  general  life  of  the 
community.  He  is  Vice-President  of 
Holy  Name  Society;  Treasurer  of  San 
Bartolomeo  Society ;  member  of  St. 
Vincent  de  Paul  Society  and  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America. 

On  July  5,  1906,  Mr.  Santagata 
married  Maria  Domenica  Angelone. 
They  are  the  parents  of  six  children: 
1 .  Joseph,  in  the  wholesale  fish  busi¬ 
ness  in  New  York  City;  2.  Arthur, 
associated  with  his  father  in  the  busi" 
ness;  3.  Philip,  associated  with  his 
father  in  the  business;  4.  Alfredo,  a 
student  for  the  priesthood  at  the 
American  College,  Rome,  Italy;  5. 
John,  Jr.,  a  core  maker;  6.  Marie,  a 
student.  Business  address:  702  Cran¬ 
ston  Street,  Providence,  R.  I.  Home: 
1 25  Roosevelt  Street,  Providence, 
R.  I. 
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SORRENTINO,  Vincent 

Prominent  jewelry  manufacturer, 
state  official,  humanitarian,  philan¬ 
thropist,  and  a  leader  of  the  Italo- 
Americans  of  Rhode  Island;  born  in 
Castellammare  di  Stabia,  Province  of 
Naples,  Italy,  February  22,  1891, 
the  son  of  Luigi  and  Anna  Maria 
(Caruso)  Sorrentino,  natives  of  the 
Island  of  Ischia. 

Following  an  education  of  a  general 
nature,  at  the  age  of  15  he  immi¬ 
grated  to  the  United  States,  settling  in 
Providence.  Upon  his  arrival  in 
Providence  he  served  his  apprentice¬ 
ship  as  a  jewelry  worker  and  mastered 
very  thoroughly  every  branch  of  the 
trade.  But  he  was  an  ambitious  boy 
and  while  working  as  a  jeweler  he 
continued  to  study  by  himself,  concen¬ 
trating  in  broadening  his  knowledge  in 
the  jewelry  industry.  These  early 
years  of  experience  as  a  jewelry 
worker,  combined  with  his  natural  in¬ 
telligence  and  business  acumen,  gave 
young  Sorrentino  the  foundation  with 
which  to  build  a  business  for  himself, 
and  in  1912  he  organized  and  started 
in  a  small  way  the  Uncas  Manufactur¬ 
ing  Company. 

Since  establishing  the  Uncas  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company,  Vincent  Sor¬ 
rentino  has  typified  completely  the 
rugged,  daring  and  aggressive  spirit  of 
American  business  and  industrial  ini¬ 
tiative.  The  history  of  the  Uncas 
Manufacturing  Company  is  a  history 
of  the  efforts  of  its  founder  himself. 
Started  by  Mr.  Sorrentino  at  9  Cal¬ 
endar  Street  in  1912,  it  has  enjoyed 
a  tremendous  growth.  As  the  business 
developed  it  moved  on  Sprague  Street, 
and  again  when  expansion  required  a 
new  home,  on  May  11,  1 929,  it 
moved  to  its  present  plant  at  623- 
631  Atwells  Avenue.  Today  it  is 
housed  in  one  of  the  most  modern 
jewelry  factories  in  the  world,  employ' 
ing  as  many  as  800  employes.  The 


latest  machinery,  especially  designed 
ventilating  devices,  effective  manu¬ 
facturing,  marketing  and  distributing 
facilities  give  Uncas  Manufacturing 
Company  an  advantage  that  competi¬ 
tors  are  at  a  loss  to  overcome. 

Under  the  remarkable  leadership  of 
Vincent  Sorrentino,  the  Uncas  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company  has  become  a 
model  in  the  jewelry  industry,  setting 
new  standards  of  equipment,  workman¬ 
ship  and  quality.  The  high  ideals  and 
sound  business  principles  upon  which 
Mr.  Sorrentino  has  established  and 
maintained  the  business  have  won  for 
him  not  only  the  respect  of  the  com¬ 
munity  and  the  devotion  of  his  em¬ 
ployers  but  a  richly  deserved  recogni¬ 
tion  from  the  jewelry  industries  at 
large. 

Besides  being  President  and  Treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Uncas  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany,  he  is  President  and  Treasurer  cf 
the  Rhode  Island  Echo,  director  of 
the  N.  E.  Manufacturing  Jewelers 
Board  of  Trade,  N.  E.  Manufacturing 
Jewelers  and  Silversmiths  Association 
and  Fashions  Jewelers,  Inc.,  of  New 
York. 

Deeply  interested  in  welfare  and 
other  worthy  causes,  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Federal  Hill  House, 
Osteopathic  Hospital  of  Rhode  Island, 
Providence  Community  Fund,  Inc., 
Hospital  Service  Corp.  of  Rhode  Is¬ 
land,  and  Providence  Lying-In  Hospi¬ 
tal.  He  is  a  conspicuous  figure  in  the 
social,  fraternal  and  club  circles  of  the 
community  and  is  a  member  of  numer¬ 
ous  organizations.  He  is  a  Past  District 
Chairman,  West  District  Boy  Scouts 
of  America;  Past  President  and  Treas' 
urer  Aurora  Club;  President,  Modern 
Woodmen  of  the  World;  Past  Chair¬ 
man  for  three  consecutive  years,  West 
District  for  the  Providence  Community 
Fund  Company;  Past  Chairman  for 
R.  I.  Red  Cross  Drive,  during  Ethi¬ 
opian  campaign.  His  other  affiliations 
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include  Rotary,  Masons,  Elks,  Sons  of 
Italy. 

In  recognition  of  his  business  ability 
and  integrity  of  character,  and  because 
of  his  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  and 
advancement  of  the  community,  on 
March  1 6,  1 939,  he  was  appointed 
by  Governor  William  H.  Vanderbilt, 
Director  of  the  Department  of  Social 
Welfare  for  the  State  of  Rhode  Is¬ 
land,  an  office  which  he  most  ably 
fills  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
Governor  and  the  general  public. 

In  1911,  Mr.  Sorrentino  married 
Katie  (Goldstein.) They  are  the  parents 
of  seven  children:  1 .  Anne  Marie;  2. 
Mrs.  Loretta  Luisa  Reinherz;  3.  Mrs. 
Helena  Evelyn  Monte;  4.  Dorothy  Ed¬ 
na;  5.  Louis  Vincent;  6.  Gloria  Vir¬ 
ginia  ;  7.  Stanley  Lawrence.  Home : 
141  Freeman  Parkway.  Office:  623 
Atwells  avenue.  Providence,  R.  I. 


SANTANGINI,  Col.  Ernest 

Second  in  command  of  the  Coast 
Guard  Engineers;  born  in  Gissi,  Pro¬ 
vince  of  Chieti,  Italy,  January  5,  1  896, 
the  son  of  Nicola  and  Sofia  (Leandro) 
Santangini.  In  1 900,  he  was  brought 
to  the  United  States  by  his  mother 
to  join  his  father  in  Providence. 

He  received  his  education  in  the 
Providence  public  schools.  Technical 
High  School  and  Brown  University, 
from  which  he  graduated  as  a  civil 
engineer. 

Col.  Santangini  has  had  a  long  and 
honorable  career  both  as  an  engineer 
and  as  an  officer  in  the  military  service 
of  the  State.  He  first  entered  the  U.  S. 
Army  on  September  16,  1918,  as 
second  lieutenant  of  Infantry,  serving 
at  Camp  Grant,  Illinois,  and  was  hon¬ 
orably  discharged  on  December  6, 
1918.  He  then  enlisted  in  the  R.I.N.G. 
when  he  was  appointed  a  second-lieu¬ 
tenant  in  the  4th  Company,  Coast  Artil¬ 
lery,  on  May  23,  1921.  On  July  1, 
1922,  he  was  appointed  first-lieutenant. 


On  January  26,  1925,  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  captain.  He  resigned  from  the 
Coast  Artillery  on  October  19,  1925. 
In  March,  1929,  he  was  appointed 
first-lieutenant  in  the  1  1 8th  Engineers, 
R.I.N.G.  On  December  1,  1930, 
he  was  appointed  captain.  On  October 
16,  1932,  he  was  appointed  major. 
On  January  3,  1  933,  he  was  detailed 
as  an  aid  de  camp  on  the  staff  of 
Gov.  Green,  serving  until  January  5, 
1937.  On  April  8,  1938,  he  was 

promoted  lieutenant-colonel. 

Col.  Santangini  is  also  a  graduate 
of  the  Battery  Officers’  Course  at 
Coast  Artillery  School,  Fortress  Mon" 
rie,  Va.  In  addition  to  his  military 
activities,  he  is  employed  by  the  U.  S. 
Government  as  a  civil  engineer.  At 
present  he  is  in  Washington  where  he 
is  second  in  command  of  the  Coast 
Guard  Engineers.  Under  the  proposed 
expansion  of  the  Army,  he  may  become 
the  first  Italo-American  General. 

In  1933,  Col.  Santangini  married 
Alice  Anderson  of  Providence.  They 
are  the  parents  of  one  child:  Paul. 


SCORPIO.  Angelo.  M.  D. 

Born  in  Providence,  September 
1 2,  1 896,  the  son  of  Giuseppe  and 
Maria  Carmina  (Carosono)  Scorpio. 

Attended  the  Providence  public 
schools;  Classical  High  School;  R.  I. 
State  College,  B.S.,  1922;  Brown 
University,  M.Sc.,  1923;  Harvard 
Medical  School,  M.D.,  1927.  Served 
his  interneship  at  the  surgical  depart¬ 
ment  of  Union  Memorial  Hospital, 
Baltimore,  Md.  He  began  his  active 
practice  in  1928. 

Dr.  Scorpio  is  on  the  surgical  staff 
of  the  out-patient  department  at  the 
R.  I.  Hospital ;  assistant  surgeon  at  the 
State  Infirmary,  Howard,  R.  I. 

Dr.  Scorpio  is  a  member  of  the 
Providence  Medical  Society;  the  R.  I. 
Medical  Society.  He  is  a  Past  Presi- 
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dent  of  the  Aurora  Club;  member  of 
the  Italo-American  Club. 

In  1 930,  Dr.  Scorpio  married  Elsa 
Tortolani.  They  are  the  parents  of 
one  son,  Raphael  Metcalf  Scorpio. 
Office:  236  Broadway,  Providence, 
R.  I.  (From  the  1936  Edition). 


ANTHONY  SANCHIRICO 

SANCHIRICO,  Anthony 

Prominent  jewelry  manufacturer  and 
well-known  in  business  circles ;  born  in 
New  York  City,  May  26,  1895,  the 
son  of  Leonardo  and  Antonetta  (Vi¬ 
ola)  Sanchirico,  both  natives  from  the 
Province  of  Basilicata,  Italy. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
New  York  City  until  the  age  of  four¬ 
teen  at  which  time  his  parents  moved 
to  Providence.  An  ambitious  youth, 
full  of  determination  to  make  a  future 
for  himself,  upon  arriving  here  he 
realized  from  the  outset  that  the  great 
manufacturing  jewelry  plants  of  Provi¬ 
dence  offered  a  fertile  field  for  future 
business  opportunity.  He  immediately 
obtained  employment  in  a  local  jewelry 
factory,  where  he  served  his  apprentice¬ 
ship  and  later  worked  as  a  skilled 
craftsman. 


When  the  United  States  entered  the 
World  War,  he  volunteered  for  army 
service  in  the  Yankee  Division,  serv¬ 
ing  over  seas  until  he  was  honorably 
discharged  in  May,  1919.  Returning 
to  the  pursuits  of  peace,  Mr.  Sanchirico 
resumed  his  occupation  in  the  jewelry 
trade  until  1926,  at  which  time  he 
associated  himself  with  Pasquale  Sam- 
martino  in  the  jewelry  manufacturing 
business.  A  businessman  of  keen  per' 
ception,  alive  to  every  changing  phase 
of  the  industry  in  which  he  is  engaged 
and  an  able  executive  and  organizer, 
he  has  helped  to  make  the  firm  of 
Sammartino  and  Sanchirico  one  of  the 
largest  and  best  equipped  among  lead¬ 
ing  jewelry  establishments. 

As  co-owner  of  Samsan  Company, 
one  of  the  largest  jewelry  concerns, 
Mr.  Sanchirico  occupies  a  leading 
place  among  successful  Italo-Ameri¬ 
cans.  A  genial  and  generous  man,  he 
devotes  an  immense  amount  of  time 
to  civic  and  philanthropic  movements. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Jewelry  Board 
of  Trade. 

On  November  24,  1919,  Mr.  San¬ 
chirico  married  Filomena  Simonelli, 
daughter  of  the  late  Serafino  Simonelli, 
a  well-known  retail  jeweler  from  Pon- 
tecorvo,  Italy.  Mrs.  Sanchirico  is  prom¬ 
inent  in  Italo-American  women’s  edu¬ 
cational,  patriotic,  social  and  fraternal 
activities.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sanchirico  are 
the  parents  of  two  children:  Silva  and 
Marie.  Office:  158  Pine  street,  Prov¬ 
idence,  R.  I.  Home:  13  Belmont  ave' 
nue.  Providence,  R.  I. 


SANTOPIETRO,  Frank 

Proprietor  of  Frank’s  Auto  Up¬ 
holstery  Co. ;  born  in  Pontecorvo,  Pro¬ 
vince  of  Frosinone,  Italy,  December 
3,  1887,  the  son  of  Tommaso  and 
Concetta  (D’Amata)  Santopietro,  both 
natives  of  the  same  town. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  and 
Gymnasium  of  his  native  town.  He 
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then  served  his  apprenticeship  as  an 
upholsterer  under  his  father  and  fol¬ 
lowed  that  trade  until  as  a  youth  of 
1  5  he  immigrated  to  the  United  States, 
settling  in  Providence.  Upon  arriving 
here  he  worked  for  various  concerns 
as  a  skilled  upholsterer  until  1919  at 
which  time  he  established  his  own  busi¬ 
ness  on  Broadway,  specializing  in  auto 
tops,  seat  covers  and  general  upholstery. 
He  conducts  his  business  under  the 
name  of  Frank’s  Auto  Upholstery  Co. 

A  popular  and  genial  businessman, 
Mr.  Santopietro  is  one  of  the  founders 
and  an  honorary  member  of  Verdi 
M.  F.  S.  Club;  member  of  Lodge 
Italia  of  the  Order  Sons  of  Italy. 

On  May  8,  1 908,  Mr.  Santopietro 
married  Giovannina  Cotroneo,  a  native 
of  Messina,  Italy.  They  are  the  parents 
of  two  children:  1 .  Mrs.  Linda  Spirito; 
2.  Thomas,  a  foreman  at  Nick’s  Auto 
Body  Works.  Office:  407  Broadway, 
Providence,  R.  I. 


SCIOTTI,  Danilo 

Music  teacher,  composer  and  director 
of  orchestra ;  born  in  Providence, 
March  1 0,  1 900,  the  son  of  Angelo 
and  Giulia  (Radoccia)  Sciotti. 

As  in  the  case  of  most  of  the  great 
masters  of  music.  Maestro  Danilo  Sci¬ 
otti  began  his  studies  at  an  early  age, 
entering  the  Royal  Academy  of  Pesaro, 
Italy  in  1916.  His  progress  was  so 
rapid  that  at  the  age  of  nineteen  he 
was  conducting  symphonies  as  assistant 
to  the  noted  Maestro  Del  Campo,  who 
later  became  identified  with  the  famous 
“La  Scala,”  in  Milan,  Italy.  At  twenty- 
one  he  became  associated  with  Maestro 
Mule,  now  director  of  the  Royal  Con¬ 
servatory  at  Rome. 

Upon  his  return  to  his  native  city. 
Providence,  R.  I.,  he  was  honored  in 
a  series  of  receptions.  Among  his  first 
musical  ventures  was  the  organization 
of  Providence’s  first  symphony  orches¬ 
tra  which  gave  several  successful  con¬ 


certs.  His  group  was  called  the  “Provi¬ 
dence  Philharmonic  Society,”  and  was 
the  forerunner  of  the  symphony  orches¬ 
tra  which  eventually  became  perma¬ 
nently  established.  He  also  organized 
a  symphonic  group  in  Fall  River,  Mass. 

But  grand  opera  was  Maestro  Sciot- 
ti’s  first  concern  and  he  soon  devoted 
his  talents  to  the  operatic  field,  eventual- 
ly  organizing  the  New  England  Opera 
Company,  an  organization  which  has 
already  attained  distinction  in  the  musi¬ 
cal  field. 


SCALA,  Luigi 

President  of  Columbus  National 
Bank,  prominent  in  Italian  cultural, 
fraternal,  patriotic,  philanthropic  and 
social  activities,  and  a  leader  of  the 
Italo-Americans  of  Rhode  Island ;  born 
in  Milazzo,  Italy.  Following  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  his  commercial  studies,  he 
began  his  active  professional  career  in 
Italy.  In  1910  he  immigrated  to  the 
United  States.  In  his  early  American 
career  he  held  the  office  of  Royal 
Italian  Consular  Representative  in  Lou¬ 
isiana.  While  there  he  organized  an 
agricultural  co-operative  association 
which  was  widely  supported  by  Italian 
farmers  in  that  State.  Later  he  entered 
the  banking  business,  and  held  responsi¬ 
ble  positions  in  New  York  City  and 
Jersey  City.  In  1924  he  was  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Industrial  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  of  Providence.  He  later  went  to 
New  York,  where  he  assisted  in  the 
organization  of  the  Bank  of  Sicily 
Trust  Company  of  New  York,  of 
which  he  became  vice-president.  Cav. 
Scala  returned  to  Providence  in  1  934, 
when  he  became  president  of  the  newly 
organized  Columbus  National  Bank  of 
Providence.  Under  his  able  and  dy¬ 
namic  direction  this  bank  has  become 
one  of  the  leading  Italo-American 
financial  institutions  in  New  England. 

In  addition  to  the  important  role 
Cav.  Scala  has  played  in  Italo-Ameri" 


Italo-Americans  of  Rhode  Island 


161 


can’s  financial  and  business  life  as  head 
of  Columbus  National  Bank,  since  he 
came  from  New  York,  has  been  prom¬ 
inently  associated  with  welfare  and 
civic  enterprises  and  is  a  leader  in 
promoting  Italo-American  cultural  and 
patriotic  activities. 

In  1 935  he  was  elected  Grand 
Venerable  of  the  Order  Sons  of  Italy 
of  Rhode  Island,  an  office  which  he 
is  still  filling  with  eminent  satisfaction. 
He  took  a  conspicuous  part  in  the 
erection  of  a  plaque  in  honor  of  Da 
Verrazzano,  discoverer  of  Narragan- 
sett  Bay,  at  the  State  House.  His 
leadership  in  promoting  the  study  of 
the  Italian  language,  his  part  in  raising 
funds  for  the  Italian  Red  Cross  and 
American  Red  Cross,  and  for  other 
philanthropic  activities,  were  prompted 
by  his  deep  sense  of  obligations  to  the 
public  and  his  duty  as  a  citizen. 

In  1 920  the  Order  of  Chevalier  of 
the  Crown  of  Italy  was  conferred  upon 
him  by  the  Italian  government,  in  recog¬ 
nition  of  his  services  rendered  in  cement¬ 
ing  Italian-American  amity. 

In  1930  Cav.  Scala  married  Mar¬ 
jorie  Alford  McGuire.  Mrs.  Scala  is 
very  active  in  Italo-American  women’s 
social,  cultural  and  philanthropic  af¬ 
fairs.  Office:  20  Westminster  street, 
Providence,  R.  I. 


SCUNCIO,  Joseph 

Proprietor  of  Eagle  Park  Chevro¬ 
let  Company,  and  State  official ;  born 
in  Providence,  November  28,  1900, 
the  son  of  John  and  Maria  Scuncio, 
both  natives  of  Prata  Sannita,  Italy. 

He  received  his  early  education  in 
the  Providence  public  schools  and  at 
Morris  Heights  College  Preparatory 
School.  During  the  World  War,  he 
enlisted  in  the  U.  S.  Navy,  serving 
as  chauffeur  for  the  officers  of  the 
Bethlehem  Ship  Building  Corporation. 

After  his  discharge  from  the  Navy, 


he  entered  the  automobile  business,  be¬ 
coming  a  dealer  of  Chevrolet  cars. 

In  1  934  he  was  elected  Representa¬ 
tive  of  the  4th  District.  In  June,  1935. 
he  was  appointed  Commissioner  of 
Police  and  Fire  of  the  City  of  Provi' 
dence,  and  re-appointed  on  January  6, 
1936,  serving  until  January,  1939. 
In  January,  1939,  he  was  appointed 
by  Governor  Vanderbilt  as  a  member 
of  the  State  Board  of  Elections. 

In  1  920,  Mr.  Scuncio  married  Vin- 
cenza  (Lanni)  Scuncio.  They  are  the 
parents  of  the  following:  1.  Mary;  2. 
John;  3.  Dorothy;  4.  Joseph,  Jr.;  5. 
Jane;  6.  Edward.  Office:  479  Doug¬ 
las  avenue,  Providence,  R.  I. 


SAMMARTINO  BROTHERS 
COMPANY 

Jewelry  manufacturers.  Providence 
is  particularly  fortunate  in  counting 
among  its  population  an  important 
group  of  skilled  Italian  jewelers,  whose 
inclination  for  jewelry  craftsmanship 
runs  through  them  for  generations.  This 
group  has  taken  a  leading  part  in  the 
last  two  decades  in  the  development  of 
its  jewelry  industry. 

A  jewelry  manufacturing  concern 
that  ranks  high  in  this  industry  is  the 
Sammartino  Brothers  Company,  an  or¬ 
ganization  made  up  of  three  brothers, 
Achille  Sammartino,  William  Sammar¬ 
tino  and  Alexander  Sammartino.  Born 
craftsmen,  these  three  brothers  got  to¬ 
gether  some  twenty  years  ago  and  es¬ 
tablished  their  jewelry  concern  under 
the  name  of  Sammartino  Brothers 
Company.  Employing  at  times  up  10 
80  people,  the  concern  is  one  of  the 
largest  and  finest  solid  gold  and  silver 
jewelry  establishments  in  Providence. 

Achille  Sammartino,  guiding  head 
of  the  triumvirate,  is  a  designer  and 
manufacturer  of  high  art  jewelry,  with 
a  penchant  for  painting  and  sculpture. 

William  Sammartino,  in  addition  to 
being  an  engraver  of  the  highest  order. 
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is  also  listed  on  the  instruction  staff 
of  the  R.  I.  School  of  Design,  where 
he  teaches  letter  and  ornamental  en¬ 
graving. 

Alexander  Sammartino,  in  addition 
to  being  foreman  of  the  Sammartino 
Brothers  Company,  is  also  active  in 
giving  personal  attention  to  the  details 
in  conducting  its  office. 

The  Sammartino  brothers  are  prom¬ 
inent  throughout  the  jewelry  industry 
and  in  civic  affairs.  Office:  185  Eddy 
street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


SCHIFINO,  Leonardo  A. 

Pioneer  immigrant  and  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Italian  colony  of  East 
Providence;  born  in  Rionero  in  Vul¬ 
ture,  Province  of  Basilicata,  Italy,  No¬ 
vember  22,  1  868,  the  son  of  Pasquale 
and  Maria  Michela  (Giammatteo) 
Schifino.  When  a  lad  he  was  brought 
to  the  United  States  by  his  parents, 
who  settled  in  Pennsylvania.  Upon 
his  arrival  there  he  was  put  to  work 
with  a  large  construction  concern.  He 
started  in  a  humble  way,  but  soon 
showed  himself  to  be  of  value  to  his 
employer,  who  recognized  his  alert 
mind  and  consistent  attention  to  work. 
He  was  promoted  to  labor  foreman,  an 
occupation  which  he  followed  with 
many  concerns  who  took  contracts  in 
Pennsylvania.  He  moved  to  Rhode 
Island  in  1891,  settling  in  East  Prov¬ 
idence.  Upon  his  arrival  there  he 
worked  as  construction  foreman  for 
various  concerns,  including  the  O’ Ban" 
non  Manufacturing  Company  branch  in 
East  Providence,  and  then  went  into 
business  for  himself  as  a  sewer  con¬ 
tractor.  He  retired  twenty  years  ago. 

A  fine  type  of  an  American  citizen, 
he  is  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Italian 
Catholic  Church  of  East  Providence. 
Fraternally,  he  is  affiliated  with  Fede- 
Patria  e  Lavoro  Club  of  East  Provi¬ 
dence,  and  Basilicata  Society  of  Provi¬ 
dence. 


On  April  23,  1 890,  Mr.  Schifino 
married  in  Johnstown,  Pa.,  Madda- 
lena  Traficante,  also  a  native  of  Rio¬ 
nero  in  Vulture,  Italy.  They  are  the 
parents  of  nine  children:  1 .  Mrs.  Maria 
Prisco;  2.  Pasquale;  3.  Mrs.  Della 
Traficante;  4.  Mrs.  Madeline  Saraci- 
no;  5.  Mrs.  Pasqualina  Nardoza;  6. 
Charles;  7.  Joseph;  8.  Lucy,  a  school 
teacher ;  9.  Daniel. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schifino  celebrated 
their  50th  wedding  anniversary  on 
April  21,  1 940,  with  a  banquet  and 
reception  given  by  their  nine  children. 
More  than  1 25  relatives  and  friends 
attended  the  affair.  Rev.  John  Rubba, 
O.P.,  of  Providence  College,  gave  the 
invocation.  Home:  76  Lyon  avenue, 
East  Providence,  R.  L 


STORTI.  Herman 

Flutist;  born  in  Capriati  al  Vol- 
turno,  December  22,  1884,  Province 
of  Campobasso,  Italy,  the  son  of  Fran¬ 
cesco  and  Maddalena  (Mancini)  Stor- 
ti,  who  were  born  respectively,  at  Cap¬ 
riati  al  Volturno,  and  Venafro,  Italy. 
When  an  infant  he  was  brought  to 
Rhode  Island  by  his  parents. 

As  a  musician  and  soloist  in  flute, 
Mr.  Storti  has  been  a  popular  figure 
at  the  old  Providence  Opera  House 
and  in  band  concerts  at  Roger  Williams 
Park.  He  has  been  a  flutist  with  the 
American  Band,  Vessella  Band,  Crea- 
tore  Band  and  with  many  other  famous 
musical  organizations,  and  has  played 
in  some  of  the  leading  theatres  through¬ 
out  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Storti  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
leading  soloists  in  flute  in  the  United 
States. 


SCIALO,  Luigi 

Owner  of  Scialo  Bros.  Bakery,  one 
of  the  largest  and  finest  stores  of  its 
kind  in  New  England,  specializing  in 
high  grade  Italian  bread,  fancy  and 
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delicious  Italian  pastries,  confectionery 
and  wedding  cakes.  See  also  Page  86, 
First  Edition,  Italo-Americans  of 
Rhode  Island,  1936.  Address:  237 
Atwells  avenue,  Providence,  R.  I. 


TRAFICANTE,  Michael  A. 

General  contractor;  born  at  Rione' 
ro  in  Volture,  Province  of  Basilicata, 
Italy.  April  8,  1  883,  the  son  of  Frank 
and  Maria  (Gammino)  Traficante. 
His  father,  who  immigrated  to  the 
United  States  for  the  first  time  in 
1872,  was  one  of  the  early  pioneer 
immigrants  from  Basilicata. 

In  1  894  when  a  small  boy  he  was 
brought  to  these  shores  by  his  parents. 
At  an  early  age  he  begem  to  work 
with  the  J.  W.  Bishop  Construction 
Company.  There  he  acquired  the  foun¬ 
dation  upon  which  he  has  built  a  suc¬ 
cessful  business  career,  and  at  such 
times  as  he  could  spare  he  attended 
the  evening  public  schools.  He  later 
worked  for  his  uncle,  Frank  Gammino, 
a  pioneer  Italian  contractor,  where  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  rose  to  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  foreman.  Finally,  in  1916,  he 
established  his  own  general  contracting 
business.  He  has  done  considerable  pub¬ 
lic  works  not  only  in  Rhode  Island, 
but  also  throughout  New  England.  He 
specializes  in  water  works  and  sewer 
constructions. 

Mr.  Traficante  is  a  member  of  the 
Elks  and  Basilicata  Society. 

Mr.  Traficante  married  Anna  (Cir- 
lllo)  Traficante,  in  1901.  They  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  the  following  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Frank,  foreman,  associated 

with  his  father;  2.  Joseph,  estimator 
and  bookkeeper,  associated  with  his 
father;  3.  Charles,  operating  engineer, 
associated  with  his  father;  4.  Leonard, 
operating  engineer,  associated  with  his 
father;  5.  Vincent,  timekeeper  and 
truck  operator,  associated  with  his 
father;  6.  Mrs.  Maria  (Traficante) 


Wahl;  7.  Agnes,  a  student  at  Central 
High  School.  Office:  20  Delaine 
street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


TRIANGOLO,  Giovanni 

Retired  contractor  and  well-known 
religious  worker;  born  in  Venafro, 
Italy,  October  1 3,  1 866,  the  son  of 
Liborio  and  Vincenza  (Revella)  Tri- 
angolo. 

During  the  Abyssinian  campaign  in 
1887-88,  he  served  in  the  Royal  Ital¬ 
ian  Army,  first  assigned  to  the  infantry, 
and  later  to  the  engineers.  He  was 
honorably  discharged  in  1 890  with 
the  rank  of  Corporal  Major.  He  immi¬ 
grated  to  the  United  States  in  1895, 
settling  in  Providence. 

He  has  spent  his  career  as  a  con¬ 
tractor  and  is  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  First  Italian  Baptist  Church.  He 
is  very  active  in  religious  and  fraternal 
work  in  the  Charles  street  section. 

On  January  7,  1895,  Mr.  Triango- 
lo  married  Lucia  Taccarone. 


TROIANO  (Trione),  Joseph 

Associated  with  his  brother,  Alfred, 
in  the  ownership  of  Clarke  &  Wood 
Company,  printers;  born  in  Pollutri, 
Province  of  Chieti,  Italy,  Febuary  21, 
1897,  the  son  of  Domenico  and  Rose 
(Martini)  Troiano,  also  natives  of 
Pollutri. 

He  was  educated  in  the  local  pub¬ 
lic  schools  and  began  his  career  in 
the  printing  trade  in  some  of  the  leading 
printing  establishments  of  Providence. 
Some  few  years  ago,  Mr.  Troiano, 
(Trione),  purchased  the  plant  of 
Clarke  &  Wood  Company,  an  old 
printing  establishment  founded  in  1  898. 

This  plant  is  perfectly  equipped 
with  machinery  and  material  to  execute 
the  finest  line  of  commercial,  booklets, 
circulars  and  color  work  printing. 

Joseph  Troiano  (Trione),  conducts 
the  printing  business  under  the  old 
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name  of  Clarke  &  Wood  Company 
in  joint  ownership  with  his  brother, 
Alfred  Troiano  (Trione)  at  15  Snow 
street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


TANCREDI,  Julio 

Music  teacher;  born  in  Providence, 
July  21,  1917,  the  son  of  Giovanni 
and  Lucia  (Favoccia)  Tancredi.  His 
parents  are  natives  of  Pontecorvo,  Pro¬ 
vince  of  Frosinone,  Italy.  His  father 
is  Director  of  the  Tripoli  Marine  Band. 

He  attended  the  local  public  schools 
and  Technical  High  School.  At  a  very 
early  age,  he  studied  music  under 
Maestro  D’Orsi  and  other  outstanding 
teachers,  specializing  as  a  cornet  player 
and  cornet  teacher.  Afterwards  he 
went  to  Boston,  perfecting  his  training 
under  the  well  known  Mager,  first 
cornetist  of  the  Boston  Symphony  Or¬ 
chestra.  Studio:  34  Lowell  avenue. 
Providence,  R.  I. 


TURINI,  Giovanni 

Manufacturer;  born  in  Palestrina, 
Province  of  Rome,  Italy,  December 
8,  1896,  the  son  of  Celeste  and  Agata 
Turini,  who  were  born  respectively  at 
Palestrina,  and  Subiaco,  Italy. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town  and  then  studied  at 
the  Municipal  School  of  Design,  where 
he  specialized  in  technical  mechanics, 
graduating  from  this  school  at  the  age 
of  eighteen. 

Following  the  completion  of  his 
studies,  he  immigrated  to  the  United 
States.  His  first  job  was  repairing 
wagons  at  Lynn,  Mass.  After  a  few 
months,  he  moved  to  Providence,  in 
which  city  he  followed  the  trade  of 
mechanic  for  various  leading  concerns. 

A  skilled  technical  mechanic,  he 
followed  his  natural  bent  in  establishing 
in  1937  a  plant  of  his  own  under  the 
name  of  United  Shoe  Ornament  Com¬ 
pany,  for  the  manufacture  of  all  kinds 


of  shoe  ornaments,  including  the  man¬ 
ufacture  of  special  tools  and  machin¬ 
ery. 

Mr.  Turini  is  a  member  of  Mc¬ 
Allister  Post,  and  active  in  the  reli¬ 
gious  work  of  the  parish  of  St.  Barto¬ 
lomeo  Church. 

On  January  21,  1917,  Mr.  Turini 
married  Elia  Ronci.  They  became  the 
parents  of  two  children :  1 .  George, 

a  toolmaker,  associated  with  his  father ; 
2.  Silvia,  a  student. 

Mr.  Turini,  proprietor  of  United 
Shoe  Ornament  Company,  maintains 
his  office  at  35  Tripoli  street,  Cranston, 
R.  I. 


TESTA,  Carl 

Police  justice;  born  in  Providence, 
July  16,  1904,  the  son  of  Alfonso 
and  Maria  Giovanna  Testa,  both  na¬ 
tives  of  Prata  Sannita,  Province  of 
Campobasso,  Italy. 

He  attended  the  local  public  schools 
and  English  High  School,  graduating 
in  1923;  he  then  studied  at  Boston 
University  College  of  Business  Ad¬ 
ministration  ;  subsequently  he  enrolled 
at  Boston  University  Law  School, 
graduating  with  the  degree  of  LL.B. 
in  1927.  He  has  been  practicing  law 
since  1  928. 

He  holds  the  office  of  Judge  of  the 
Police  Court  of  the  City  of  Providence, 
since  1935,  discharging  the  duties  with 
ability  and  fidelity,  and  at  the  same 
time  enjoying  the  esteem  of  the  public. 

Judge  Testa  is  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  having 
gained  his  4th  degree  in  Bishop  Hend- 
ricken  Assembly.  He  is  also  Grand 
Knight  of  St.  Anthony  Council,  No. 
1618,  K.  C.  He  is  a  member  of  Jus¬ 
tinian  Club  of  Boston  University,  and 
Alpha  Phi  Delta,  national  Italian  fra¬ 
ternity  of  Boston  University.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  Rhode  Island  Bar 
Association,  Italo-American  Club,  Vit- 
toria  Lodge,  Order  Sons  of  Italy, 
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Italo-American  Citizens  Club  and  other 
organizations. 

On  October  9,  1935,  Judge  Testa 
married  Liberina  Viola  Cipriano,  of 
Providence.  Office:  1904  Industrial 
Trust  Building,  Providence,  R.  I. 


TURILLI,  Nicholas 

Mastercraftsman ;  born  in  San  Gio¬ 
vanni  Lipioni,  Province  of  Chieti,  Italy, 
the  son  of  Michele  Antonio  and  Anto- 
nietta  (Rossi)  Turilli,  also  natives  of 
the  same  town.  He  acquired  the  hand 
wood  carving  art  from  his  father  in 
his  native  town  and  where  his  ancestors 
were  also  skilled  craftsmen. 

At  the  age  of  13  he  went  to  Vasto 
to  serve  his  apprenticeship  in  wood 
carving,  artistic  furniture  making  and 
interior  decorating.  After  completing 
his  apprenticeship,  he  worked  as  master 
craftsman  in  various  parts  of  Italy. 
From  the  time  he  immigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  1924,  his  work  has 
attracted  wide  attention.  While  in 
Providence,  he  has  worked  for  William 
C.  Fisher  Company,  Merriam  Com¬ 
pany  and  other  high  grade  concerns. 

In  the  past  few  years  Mr.  Turilli 
has  been  engaged  in  a  business  of  his 
own,  specializing  in  wood  carving,  fine 
furniture  making,  antique  reproductions, 
furniture  repairing  and  refinishing,  up¬ 
holstering,  drapery  cornices  and  val¬ 
ances  carved,  painted  and  decorated, 
repairing  and  regilding  of  antique 
frames,  all  types  of  carved  mirrors 
frames  made,  etc. 

Mr.  Turilli  is  a  member  of  St.  An¬ 
thony  Society. 

In  1915,  Mr.  Turilli  married  in 
Italy,  Maria  Di  Pasquale,  a  native  of 
Buenos  Aires  of  Italian  parentage. 
They  became  the  parents  of  three  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Mrs.  Clelia  Beneduce;  2.  Mi¬ 
chael  Anthony,  associated  with  his 
father:  3.  Duilio.  Address:  128  North 
Main  street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


NICHOLAS  TROPEA 

TROPEA.  Nicholas 

Artistic  designer;  born  in  Cosenza, 
Italy,  August  27,  1881,  the  son  of 
Giuseppe  and  Maria  (Percacciante) 
Tropea,  both  natives  of  the  same  town. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  and 
Technical  school  of  his  native  town. 
He  later  went  to  Naples  where  he 
attended  the  Royal  Technical  Institute. 
Thereafter  he  enrolled  at  the  Royal 
University  of  Naples  and  received  his 
degree  of  Civil  Engineer  from  Scuola 
d’Applicazione  degli  Ingegneri  in  1908. 

In  1 909,  then  twenty-eight  years 
old,  Mr.  Tropea  came  to  the  United 
States,  settling  in  New  York  City. 
There  he  worked  as  draftsman  for 
Eagle  Construction  Company  of  Brook" 
lyn.  Following  his  natural  bent  which 
he  first  showed  when  he  attended  the 
technical  school,  four  years  later  he 
entered  the  jewelry  designing  and  mod¬ 
eling  field.  He  first  worked  for  Osmers 
&  Dougherty  Company,  manufacturing 
jewelers ;  then  worked  for  Steel  &  Gir- 
dany,  a  platinum  and  diamonds  con¬ 
cern.  In  1911  he  went  into  business 
for  himself  designing  new  creations  for 
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diamonds  and  platinum  jewelry  con¬ 
cerns.  In  1931  he  moved  to  Providence 
to  organize  the  white  metal  department 
of  Cohn  &  Rosenberg.  In  1 932  he 
established  his  own  business  in  Provi¬ 
dence,  specializing  in  artistic  designs 
for  jewelry.  He  formerly  published 
Tropea’s  Fashion  in  Platinum  Mount¬ 
ings. 

Mr.  Tropea  is  well  and  favorably 
known  in  the  jewelry  circles  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  Attleboro,  New  York,  Chicago 
and  Newark. 

On  June  1,  1907,  Mr.  Tropea  mar¬ 
ried  Enrichetta  Borgo-Caratti,  member 
of  an  old  and  noble  Milanese  family. 
Mrs.  Tropea  died  in  Providence,  May 
25,  1936.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tropea  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  two  children :  I . 
Marcello,  a  lawyer;  2.  Amilcare,  a 
jewelry  sample  maker.  Office :  212 
Union  street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


TRAMONTI,  John 

Proprietor  of  Tramonti  Ford  Sales 
&  Service  Company;  born  in  Bovino, 
Province  of  Foggia,  Italy,  June  18, 
1  896,  the  son  of  Donato  and  Carmela 
(Trevisano)  Tramonti,  who  came  to 
the  United  States  when  he  was  four 
years  of  age. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Providence  until  he  was  sixteen  years 
old,  at  which  time  he  entered  the  em¬ 
ploy  of  a  printing  shop,  learning  the 
printer’s  trade.  In  1 9 1 6  he  took  up 
the  automobile  business,  forming  an 
association  with  his  brother,  James  Tra¬ 
monti.  In  1 924  he  organized  and  estab¬ 
lished  an  automobile  business  of  his 
own,  which  he  conducts  under  the  name 
of  Tramonti  Ford  Sales  &  Service 
Company,  where  he  is  a  dealer  of  high 
grade  Ford  cars  and  maintains  a  com¬ 
plete  sales  and  filling  service.  With 
offices  and  salesrooms  at  365-369 


Broadway,  Providence,  the  establish' 
ment  over  which  Mr.  Tramonti  presides 
is  one  of  the  most  successful  and  most 
capably  conducted  enterprises  of  its 
type  in  the  Broadway  section. 

Mr.  Tramonti  is  a  popular  and 
genial  young  businessman,  and  gives  a 
goodly  portion  of  his  time  to  civic, 
social  and  fraternal  activities. 

Mr.  Tramonti  married  in  1917, 
Anna  Tamalleo,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  four  children:  1.  Donald; 
2.  John,  Jr.;  3.  Ruth;  4.  Verna. 

John  Tramonti,  Jr.,  a  promising 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Tramonti, 
is  a  striking  example  of  how  the  sons 
of  Italian  immigrants  are  able  to  rise 
to  positions  of  prominence  through  sheer 
intelligence,  devotion  to  study  and  hard 
work. 

Young  Johnny,  a  native  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  attended  the  local  public  schools 
and  La  Salle  Academy,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1 939.  At  the  age  of 
twelve,  he  started  taking  courses  in 
art  at  the  R.  I.  School  of  Design,  and 
when  he  entered  La  Salle  Academy, 
he  did  a  lot  of  work  making  portraits 
for  students.  He  cartooned,  too,  for  the 
Academy  monthly  publication,  and 
when  he  reached  Providence  College 
last  fall  he  became  Art  editor  of  the 
year  book  and  the  weekly  paper.  John¬ 
ny  designed  sets  for  the  college  dra¬ 
matics  society  as  a  side  line. 

Recently,  young  Johnny  won  a  test 
for  a  tryout  as  an  animator  at  “Cartoon¬ 
ist’s  Paradise” — the  Walt  Disney  land 
of  the  Silly  Symphony,  Mickey  Mouse 
and  Donald  Duck.  A  thousand  students 
apply  at  the  Disney  studios  every  year, 
and  only  a  few  of  them  get  a  chance 
to  go  to  school  there.  Johnny  is  one  of 
the  lucky  few  who  won  the  test  and 
he  is  now  at  the  Disney’s  studious  in 
Hollywood  completing  his  studies  for 
his  chosen  career. 
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MARCELLO  A.  TROPEA 


TROPEA,  Marcello  A. 

Lawyer;  born  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
January  3,  1912,  the  son  of  Nicholas 
and  Enrichetta  Borgo-Caratti,  who 
were  born  respectively,  at  Cosenza,  and 
Milan,  Italy.  His  father,  a  civil  en¬ 
gineer,  is  now  well  known  as  an  out¬ 
standing  jewelry  designer  and  modeler. 

Mr.  Tropea  received  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  elementary  schools  and 
High  School  of  Brooklyn.  Subsequently 
he  attended  Brown  University.  While 
at  Brown  he  studied  Italian  under  the 
late  Professor  de  Salvio,  and  was 
prominent  in  the  activities  of  the  Ital¬ 
ian  Club  of  Brown  University.  After 
his  college  work,  he  entered  New  York 
University  Law  School,  from  which 
he  received  the  degree  of  LL.B.  On 
May  6,  1 940,  he  was  admitted  to 
practice  law  in  Rhode  Island.  Office: 
908  Union  Trust  Building,  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I. 


TACCONE.  Mary 

Union  official.  Among  the  young 
well-known  Italo-American  women  of 
Rhode  Island  and  also  well  and  favor' 


ably  known  in  other  sections  of  New 
England  is  Mary  Taccone,  now  a  union 
official  connected  with  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor.  The  labor  move¬ 
ment  and  the  betterment  of  the  working 
people,  in  particular,  has  enlisted  her 
hearty  support,  and  her  activities  have 
contributed  much  to  the  advancement 
of  this  cause. 

Miss  Taccone  was  born  in  Provi¬ 
dence,  November  2,  1912,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Vito  and  Maria  (Pescarino) 
Taccone,  both  natives  of  Sesto  Cam- 
pano.  Province  of  Campobasso,  Italy. 
After  completing  the  Esek  Hopkins 
Grammar  School,  she  entered  the  em¬ 
ploy  of  the  Wanskuck  Mill  as  a  textile 
operative.  While  a  mill  hand,  her  deep 
interest  in  labor  conditions  and  in  the 
recognized  spheres  of  women’s  efforts 
brought  her  prominently  to  the  publics 
attention. 

In  1937  she  resigned  from  the  Wan¬ 
skuck  Mill  to  become  Vice-president  of 
the  Federation  of  Woolen  and  Worsted 
Workers  of  America,  an  organization 
affiliated  with  the  United  Textile 
Workers  of  America  and  American 
Federation  of  Labor.  Widely  known 
throughout  Rhode  Island,  she  is  re¬ 
garded  as  one  of  the  most  able  young 
women  with  the  local  American  Feder¬ 
ation  of  Labor. 


TREMENTOZZI,  Gaetano 

Businessman ;  born  in  San  Giovanni 
Incarico,  Province  of  Frosinone,  Italy, 
September  8,  1897,  the  son  of  Giusep¬ 
pe  and  Camilla  Victoria  Rosati  Tre- 
mentozzi.  His  father  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1897,  and  was  one  of  the 
earliest  immigrants  from  San  Giovanni 
Incarico  to  settle  in  Providence.  In 
1 898,  when  Gaetano  was  an  infant, 
he  was  brought  to  the  United  States 
by  his  mother  to  join  his  father  in 
Providence. 

He  attended  the  local  public  schools, 
and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  went  to 
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work  in  a  jewelry  factory,  where  he 
remained  two  years.  He  then  entered 
the  employ  of  the  American  Screw  Ma¬ 
chine  Corporation,  to  learn  the  machin" 
ist  trade.  He  worked  at  his  trade  until 
1924,  at  which  time  he  went  into 
business  for  himself,  starting  the  Valley 
Street  Garage,  engaged  in  a  complete 
service  of  auto  repairing,  storage,  bat¬ 
tery  and  gasoline  hilling  station.  An 
ambitious  and  capable  man,  Mr.  Tre- 
mentozzi  has  been  very  successful  in 
his  enterprise. 

On  January  1,  1923,  Mr.  Tremen- 
tozzi,  married  Mabel  Emilia  Sutcliffe 
of  Providence.  They  are  the  parents 
of  three  children :  1 .  Loreta ;  2.  Evelyn  ; 
3.  Dorothy.  Business  address:  332-334 
Valley  street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


TARTAGLINO.  Alfred  M..  M.D. 

Born  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  July  31, 
1  905,  the  son  of  Eugene  and  Josephine 
(Monticone)  Tartaglino,  both  natives 
of  Alessandria,  Piedmont,  Italy.  His 
parents  came  to  Newport  in  1  898. 

He  attended  St.  Joseph’s  Parochial 
School  and  St.  Joseph’s  High  School, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1923. 
He  then  entered  Georgetown  Univer¬ 
sity,  where  he  completed  both  college 
and  medical  school,  graduating  with 
the  degree  of  B.S.  and  M.D.,  in  1  929. 

Dr.  Tartaglino  served  his  interneship 
at  the  Georgetown  University  Hospital. 

He  began  his  active  practice  of  med¬ 
icine  in  Newport  in  1930. 

Dr.  Tartaglino  is  on  the  surgical 
staff  and  also  an  anesthetist  at  Newport 
Hospital. 

Dr.  Tartaglino’s  professional  and 
social  affiliations  include  the  American 
Medical  Association,  Rhode  Island 
Medical  Society,  American  Medico- 
Legal  Association  of  Massachusetts, 
Rotary  Club,  Newport  Medical  So¬ 
ciety  of  which  he  is  Secretary;  Mian- 


tonomi  Club  and  Italo-American  Club 
of  Newport. 

On  June  28,  1930,  Dr.  Tartaglino 
married  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  Virginia 
Crabill,  a  native  of  Roanoke,  Va.  They 
are  the  parents  of  two  children:  1.  Jo¬ 
seph;  2.  Joanne.  Office:  75  Pelham 
street,  Newport,  R.  I. 


TROPPOLI.  Daniel  V..  M.D. 

Born  in  Providence,  October  25, 
1901,  the  son  of  Pasquale  and  Cath¬ 
erine  (Anastasia)  Troppoli. 

Dr.  Troppoli  was  educated  in  the 
Providence  public  schools  and  at  Clas¬ 
sical  High  School,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1919,  receiving  the  Classi¬ 
cal  High  School  scholarship  for  Brown 
as  leading  man  of  his  class.  At  Brown 
University  he  achieved  many  scholastic 
honors,  including  the  first  prize.  Presi¬ 
dent’s  Premium  in  Latin;  first  prize, 
President’s  Premium  in  Greek;  first 
prize,  Foster  Premium  in  Greek;  was 
appointed  Francis  Wayland  Scholar, 
in  1921  ;  James  Manning  Scholar,  in 
1922;  James  Manning  Scholar,  in 
1923  ;  was  elected  to  Phi  Beta  Kappa 
honorary  scholastic  society  in  his  junior 
year ;  elected  to  Sigma  Xi,  the  honorary 
scientific  society  in  1923;  received 
Final  Honors  in  Biology  and  was  grad¬ 
uated  with  the  degree  of  A.B.  and 
A.M.,  in  1923.  Thereafter  he  enrolled 
at  Harvard  Medical  School,  from 
which  he  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
M.D.,  in  1927.  While  there  he  won 
three  scholarships.  Immediately  follow" 
ing  the  completion  of  his  medical  studies 
he  was  appointed  neurological  house 
officer  at  Massachusetts  General  Hos¬ 
pital  ;  medical  house  officer  at  Peter 
Bent  Brigham  Hospital ;  resident  phy¬ 
sician  at  Rhode  Island  Hospital ;  surgi¬ 
cal  house  officer  at  Peter  Bent  Brig¬ 
ham  Hospital. 

He  began  the  active  practice  of  med¬ 
icine  in  Providence  in  1930. 

Dr.  Troppoli  is  surgical  interne. 
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Out  Patient  Department,  Rhode  Island 
Hospital;  visiting  surgeon,  Out-Patient 
Department,  Miriam  Hospital;  Assist¬ 
ant  visiting  surgeon.  Urological  De¬ 
partment,  Charles  V.  Chapin  Hospital ; 
visiting  surgeon,  Urological  Out-Patient 
Department,  Charles  V.  Chapin  Hos¬ 
pital  ;  courtesy  staff  at  St.  Joseph’s 
and  Homeopathic  Hospitals;  physician 
to  State  Home  and  School  and  Socka- 
nosset  School. 

Dr.  Troppoli’s  professional  affilia¬ 
tions  include  the  Providence  and  R.  I. 
Medical  Societies;  Malpighi  Medical 
Club.  He  is  also  affiliated  with  the 
Phi  Kappa  Fraternity  and  is  a  Captain 
in  the  M.  C.,  R.  I.  N.  G.  and  U.S.A. 
Reserve  Corps.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Aurora  and  Italo-American  Clubs. 

In  September,  1934,  Dr.  Troppoli 
married  Catherine  Buxton  Webster  of 
Bradford,  Mass.  They  are  the  parents 
of  one  daughter,  Jane.  Office:  380 
Broadway.  (From  the  1936  Edition). 


TUMMILLO,  Peter  P. 

Sales  Manager;  born  in  Trenton, 
N.  J.,  February  10,  1900,  the  son 
of  Nicola  and  Angela  Maria  Tummillo, 
both  natives  of  Rapone,  Province  of 
Basilicata,  Italy. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Rapone  until  the  age  of  11,  at  which 
time  he  was  brought  to  Trenton  by  his 
father.  Upon  returning  to  Trenton  he 
attended  the  local  public  schools  and 
Rider’s  Business  College. 

Mr.  Tummillo”s  experience  and 
training  with  many  concerns  qualified 
him  very  well  for  the  position  of  sales¬ 
man  which  he  accepted  in  1935  for 
Browne  Vintners  Co.,  Inc.,  wine  and 
spirit  importers  of  New  York.  Im¬ 
mediately  he  proved  himself  a  man 
of  ability  and  was  transferred  to 
Boston  as  District  Manager  in  charge 
of  the  Massachusetts  district. 

In  1929  Mr.  Tummillo  married  Zoe 
Masciantoni,  a  native  of  Rome,  Italy. 


They  became  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Gloria;  2.  Zoe. 

Mr.  Tummillo  is  affiliated  with  the 
following  business,  social  and  fraternal 
organizations:  Italian  business  and  pro¬ 
fessional  men  of  Trenton;  Commercial 
Travelers  Association;  B.P.O.  Elks; 
Italian  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New 
England.  Office:  Statler  Building,  20 
Providence  street,  Boston,  Mass. 


URSILLO,  Antonio 

Prominent  in  religious  and  fraternal 
circles  of  the  North  End  section;  born 
in  Marzano  Appio,  Province  of  Na¬ 
ples,  Italy,  the  son  of  Carmine  and 
Maria  Antonia  (Caldarone)  Ursillo. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town  and  the  Industrial 
School  of  Aversa.  When  a  young  man 
he  immigrated  to  the  United  States, 
settling  in  Providence.  For  many  years 
thereafter  he  worked  at  many  jobs  in 
various  industries.  In  1  909  he  went  into 
the  business  of  bowling  alleys.  He  was 
a  charter  member  and  past  chief  ranger 
of  Court  Savoy,  Foresters  of  America. 
He  was  a  supreme  trustee  of  the  For¬ 
esters  of  America.  Besides  being  a  trus¬ 
tee  of  St.  Ann’s  Church,  he  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Holy  Name  Society. 
He  took  an  active  part  in  raising  funds 
for  the  sufferers  of  the  San  Francisco 
and  Messina  earthquakes,  in  1 906, 
and  1908. 

On  May  12,  1896,  Mr.  Ursillo 
married  Maria  Annina  Di  Fazio,  a 
native  of  Alvito,  Italy. 


VIGLIOTTI,  Edward 

General  contractor;  born  in  Madda- 
loni.  Province  of  Naples,  Italy,  Octo¬ 
ber  31,  1908,  the  son  of  Michele  and 
Teresina  (Tagliaferro)  Vigliotti,  also 
natives  of  Maddaloni. 

As  a  small  child  he  was  brought  to 
this  country  by  his  mother  in  1913,  to 
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join  his  father  in  Providence,  who  had 
immigrated  some  years  previously. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Providence,  graduating  from  the  Man- 
ton  Avenue  Grammar  School.  At  the 
age  of  1 4  he  went  to  work  for  his 
father,  an  experienced  mason,  from 
whom  he  learned  the  mason  trade. 
The  advantages  of  a  thorough  training 
in  masonry  and  construction  work  from 
his  father,  were  reflected  in  the  after 
work  of  young  Edward  Vigliotti.  On 
the  death  of  his  father  in  1935,  he 
established  himself  in  the  contracting 
business,  in  which  he  has  continued 
since  then.  He  specializes  in  all  forms 
of  masonry  and  heavy  cement  work 
and  ranks  as  one  of  the  leaders  of  its 
type  in  Rhode  Island.  Mr.  Vigliotti, 
an  enterprising  and  promising  young 
man,  is  the  sole  proprietor  and  directing 
head  of  this  concern. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  6th  Ward 
Italo-American  Club. 

On  September  26,  1932,  Mr.  Vig¬ 
liotti  married  Marianna  De  Cubellis,  a 
native  of  Marzano  Appio.  They  be" 
came  the  parents  of  three  children: 
1.  Michele;  2.  Edward,  Jr.;  3.  Jo¬ 
seph.  Office:  785  Manton  avenue. 
Providence,  R.  I. 


VALENTINO,  Vito 

Businessman ;  born  in  Rocchetta  al 
Volturno,  Province  of  Campobasso, 
Italy,  April  10,  1879,  the  son  of 
Servideo  and  Maria  (Pontarelli)  Val¬ 
entino,  also  natives  of  Rocchetta  al 
Volturno.  His  father  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Eagle  Park  section. 

Attended  public  schools  of  his  native 
town.  At  the  age  of  twelve  he  was 
brought  to  the  United  States  by  his 
father.  Has  always  lived  at  the  Eagle 
Park  section.  Has  been  engaged  in  di¬ 
versified  occupations.  For  many  years 
conducted  a  hay  and  grain  business. 
For  the  past  six  years  has  been  engaged 
in  conducting  a  gasoline  filling  station. 


On  May  28,  1905,  Mr.  Valentino 
married  Carolina  De  Lisi.  Children: 
1.  Giuseppe;  2.  Maria;  3.  Antonetta; 
4.  Servideo.  Home:  36  Messina  street. 
Providence,  R.  I. 


VELLELLA,  Elizabeth  Ann 

Music  teacher  and  organist;  born  in 
Providence,  the  daughter  of  Pasquale 
and  Carmela  (Paiano)  Vellella. 

She  attended  the  local  public  schools 
and  English  High  School.  At  an  early 
age  she  studied  music,  specializing  in 
piano,  spending  one  year  under  Mrs. 
Mary  Fitzpatrick.  She  then  studied 
under  Prof.  Leonard  P.  Smith,  former 
organist  of  Blessed  Sacrament  Church. 
She  afterwards  studied  under  the  late 
Prof.  Louis  P.  Willemin,  organist  of 
St.  Peter  and  Paul’s  Cathedral. 

Miss  Vellella,  well-known  in  musi¬ 
cal  circles,  began  teaching  piano  and 
organ  when  only  1 6.  Since  then  she 
has  had  large  classes  and  has  given 
many  successful  recitals.  Studio:  118 
Almy  street.  Providence,  R.  I. 


VIOLA,  Anthony,  Jr. 

General  contractor  and  public  offi¬ 
cial;  born  in  Middletown,  Conn.,  Feb¬ 
ruary  15,  1910,  the  son  of  Antonio 
and  Modestina  (Masi)  Viola,  both 
natives  of  Sipicciano,  Italy. 

After  attending  the  Providence  pub¬ 
lic  schools  and  Classical  High  School, 
at  the  age  of  1  6  he  learned  the  carpen¬ 
ter  trade  and  followed  it  until  1933, 
at  which  time  he  started  in  business 
for  himself  as  a  general  conractor.  A 
popular  and  promising  young  business¬ 
man,  his  building  operations  are  ex¬ 
tensive  and  scattered  throughout  the 
State. 

A  staunch  Democrat,  in  1936  he 
was  elected  Councilman  from  the  1  3th 
Ward.  In  1938  he  was  re-elected  and 
is  serving  his  term  to  the  entire  approval 
of  his  constituents  and  friends. 
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He  is  a  member  of  the  Italo-Ameri- 
can  Club  and  lodge  Dante  Alighieri, 
Order  Sons  of  Italy. 

On  January  29,  1940,  Mr.  Viola 
married  Alice  Natal,  daughter  of  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Romeo  Natal  of  Providence. 
Office :  1  4  Slocum  street.  Providence, 
R.  I. 


ROBERT  VALENT1NI 


VALENTINI,  Roberto  F. 

Photographer;  born  in  Sant’  Apol- 
linare.  Province  of  Frosinone,  Italy, 
April  15,  1896,  the  son  of  Giovanni 
and  Antonia  (Riccardi)  Valentini, 
who  were  born  respectively,  at  Sant’ 
Apollinare  and  Sant’  Ambrogio,  Italy. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town.  At  1  7,  he  immigrated 
to  the  United  States,  settling  first  at 
Montreal,  Canada,  where  he  served  an 
apprenticeship  in  photography.  For 
eleven  years  he  worked  as  a  photogra' 
pher  in  that  city.  In  1  922  he  went  back 
to  Italy  to  visit  his  parents.  Upon  his 
return  to  the  United  States  in  1923  he 
settled  in  Boston,  where  he  worked  for 
three  years.  In  1  926  he  came  to  Prov¬ 
idence  to  establish  his  own  business, 


Valentini  Studio,  which  under  his  di¬ 
rection  has  continued  to  thrive,  keeping 
abreast  with  modern  photographic  ad¬ 
vancement. 

On  September  24,  1928,  Mr.  Val¬ 
entini  married  Gelsomina  Di  Carlo,  a 
native  of  Forli  del  Sannio,  Italy.  They 
became  the  parents  of  three  children: 
1.  Roberto  Edmondo ;  2.  Walter  Ru¬ 
dolph;  3.  Norma  Vilma.  Photographic 
studio :  277  Atwells  avenue.  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I. 


VENEZIALE,  Joseph 

Assistant  United  States  District  At¬ 
torney;  born  in  Isernia,  Province  of 
Campobasso,  Italy,  January  15,  1892, 
the  son  of  Luigi  and  Carolina  (di 
Placido)  Veneziale. 

He  was  brought  to  the  United  States 
by  his  mother  in  1 896,  to  join  his 
father  in  Providence,  who  had  immi¬ 
grated  some  years  previously.  He  at¬ 
tended  the  Providence  public  schools 
and  the  Law  School  of  the  University 
of  Valpairaso,  Indiana,  from  which  he 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Law  in  1914. 

During  the  World  War  he  served 
in  the  United  States  Army  at  Camp 
Mead,  Maryland,  and  was  honorably 
discharged  as  sergeant  in  January, 

1919. 

Mr.  Veneziale  was  admitted  to  the 
R.  I.  bar  in  1915. 

For  eight  years,  Mr.  Veneziale  was 
a  member  of  the  State  Legislature, 
representing  loyally  the  wishes  of  his 
constituents.  During  1 933-34  he  was 
vice-chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Com¬ 
mittee.  In  1 934  he  was  appointed  to 
the  post  of  U.  S.  District  Attorney, 
an  office  which  he  ably  fills  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  the  people. 

A  staunch  Democrat  and  an  eloquent 
speaker,  he  has  rendered  to  this  city 
and  the  State  of  his  adoption  public 
service  of  value  and  devotion. 

Mr.  Veneziale  is  a  member  of  the 
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R.  I.  Bar  Association;  member  of  the 
American  Legion  and  honorary  mem¬ 
ber  of  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars. 
Office:  87  Weybosset  street,  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I. 


VERRECCHIA,  Guido 

Jewelry  designer;  and  ALFIO  VER¬ 
RECCHIA,  commercial  designer ; 
twins,  born  in  Providence,  June  1 6, 
1911,  the  sons  of  Giuseppe  and  Filo- 
mena  (Coia)  Verrecchia,  both  natives 
of  Filignano,  Province  of  Campobasso, 
Italy.  The  father  served  in  the  Royal 
Italian  Army,  during  the  First  World 
War,  was  made  prisoner  while  in  active 
service  and  honorably  discharged  be¬ 
cause  classed  as  an  invalid  on  January 

20,  1919. 

Guido  Verrecchia  attended  the  local 
public  schools  until  he  was  sixteen  years 
of  age,  when  he  became  an  apprentice 
in  jewelry  designing.  At  the  same  time 
he  entered  the  Rhode  Island  School 
of  Design,  where  he  studied  jewelry 
designing  under  Angelo  Del  Sesto.  For 
the  past  seven  years  he  has  been  with 
Cohn  &  Rosenberg  Company,  engaged 
as  a  designer  and  supervisor  of  jewelry 
models. 

Alfio  Verrecchia  attended  the  local 
public  schools  until  he  was  sixteen  years 
of  age,  when  he  began  to  work  in  a 
jewelry  factory.  A  few  years  later  he 
gave  up  his  position  and  entered  the 
Rhode  Island  School  of  Design,  de¬ 
voting  his  entire  time  to  the  study  of 
fine  arts  under  Professor  John  R.  Fra¬ 
zier,  graduating  in  1937.  For  two  years 
he  also  attended  the  summer  school 
at  Provincetown,  Mass.,  under  the  same 
professor. 

For  the  past  few  years  Alfio  Ver¬ 
recchia  has  been  engaged  as  artist  de¬ 
signer  for  the  Paramount  Line  Inc. 


VICARIO,  Raphael 

See  Page  1  1 9,  First  Edition,  Italo- 
Americans  of  Rhode  Island,  1936. 


ZAINO,  Nicholas 

Businessman ;  bom  in  Popoli,  Pro¬ 
vince  of  Aquila,  Italy,  December  23, 
1904,  the  son  of  Frank  and  Angiolina 
(Antonucci)  Zaino. 

Y oung  Zaino  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town  until  1913, 
at  which  time  he  was  brought  to  the 
United  States  by  his  mother  to  join 
his  father  in  Boston,  who  had  immi¬ 
grated  some  years  previously.  He  at¬ 
tended  the  public  schools  of  Boston 
until  the  age  of  fourteen,  at  which  time 
he  started  life  as  a  messenger  boy  for 
the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Com¬ 
pany.  He  later  obtained  employment 
as  repair  man  for  fountain  pens.  As  his 
interest  for  fountain  pens  grew,  he  was 
able  to  establish  a  business  of  his  own 
in  Boston. 

In  1 929  he  removed  to  Providence 
to  work  as  a  repair  man  for  fountain 
pens.  In  1932  he  again  started  busi¬ 
ness  for  himself  in  Providence,  doing 
business  under  the  name  of  Royal  Pen 
Shop,  where  he  specializes  in  the  sale 
and  repair  work  of  the  finest  fountain 
pens  of  all  makes. 

Mr.  Zaino  is  active  in  civic,  social 
and  fraternal  organizations.  He  was 
formerly  Financial  Secretary  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus,  Council  No. 
1618,  later  becoming  its  Treasurer. 

In  1928,  Mr.  Zaino  married  Anna 
G.  Cocozza.  They  became  the  parents 
of  three  children:  1.  Angie;  2.  Frank. 
3.  Carol  Ann. 

The  Royal  Pen  Shop,  of  which  Mr. 
Zaino  is  the  proprietor,  is  at  5  Arcade, 
Providence,  R.  I. 


ZAMPINI,  Louis  M. 

General  contractor;  born  in  Provi¬ 
dence,  January  10,  1912,  the  son  of 
Antonio  and  Lucia  Zampini,  who  were 
born  respectively,  at  Frosolone,  and 
Arienzo,  Italy. 

He  attended  the  local  public  schools 
and  Technical  High  School,  from 
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which  he  graduated  in  1 928.  He  then 
took  up  a  course  in  architecture  at  the 
Rhode  Island  School  of  Design. 

He  worked  at  the  carpenter  trade 
in  his  early  years,  and  continued  to 
work  for  local  contractors  and  build¬ 
ers,  and  gained  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  the  contracting  business.  In  1931 
he  established  a  general  contracting 
business  on  his  own  account.  He  has 
been  very  successful  and  has  done  a 
very  large  part  of  excellent  work 
throughout  the  State.  Mr.  Zampini  has 
renovated  the  home  of  Achille  Sam- 
martino.  He  has  erected  the  homes  of 
Paul  P.  Pederzani,  William  Sam- 
martino,  Domenico  Dolce.  Other 
homes  of  which  he  has  built  are  num¬ 
erous.  Sound,  practical,  common  sense 
has  governed  his  construction  work 
and  has  won  the  satisfaction  of  his 
clients. 

Mr.  Zampini,  a  popular  and  prom¬ 
ising  young  man,  is  a  member  of  the 
Italo-American  Club  of  Rhode  Island. 

On  September  25,  1937,  Mr.  Zam¬ 
pini  married  Emily  Mroz  of  Provi¬ 
dence.  Office :  191  Academy  Avenue, 
Providence,  R.  I. 


ZAINETTI,  Dante 

Business  man  and  veteran  of  the 
World  War;  born  in  Fano,  Province 
of  Pesaro,  Italy,  April  15,  1892,  the 
son  of  Giovanni  and  Anna  (Pucci) 
Zainetti,  both  natives  of  the  same 
town. 

He  attended  the  public  schools,  the 
Gymnasium  and  other  higher  institu¬ 
tions  of  learning  in  his  native  town. 
When  he  reached  the  military  age, 
he  joined  the  Royal  Italian  Army,  and 
assigned  to  the  27th  Regiment  Mi¬ 
lano  Artillery.  At  the  outbreak  of  the 
war  he  went  to  the  front,  where  his 
regiment  served  with  the  3rd  Army 
Corps  under  the  command  of  H.  R.  H. 
the  Duke  of  Aosta.  He  was  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  St.  Michele  in  the 
Carso  sector.  He  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  in  1919  with  the  grade  of 
corporal  major. 

Following  his  discharge,  he  immi¬ 
grated  to  the  United  States,  settling 
in  Providence.  For  many  years  he  was 
employed  as  clerk  at  the  Columbus 
Bank  until  a  few  years  ago,  at  which 
time  he  opened  his  own  Foreign  Ex¬ 
change  office  at  the  North  End  sec¬ 
tion,  under  the  name  of  Zainetti  Loan 
Company. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Loggia  Vit- 
toria.  Order  Sons  of  Italy,  and  Italo- 
American  Citizens  Club. 

In  1919,  Mr.  Zainetti  married  in 
Italy  Armida  Travaglini.  They  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  two  children:  1. 
Lydia;  2.  Irma.  Office:  587  Charles 
Street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


ZANFAGNA,  Filomeno  Michael 

Landscape  Gardener;  born  in  Vaira- 
no  Patenora,  Province  of  Naples, 
Italy,  March  1 2,  1 884,  the  son  of 
Emilio  and  Geltrude  (De  Angelis) 
Zanfagna,  both  natives  of  the  same 
towns. 

He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town  until  the  age  of  four- 
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teen,  at  which  time  he  went  to  work 
for  his  father  learning  the  gardener 
trade.  In  1 900  he  immigrated  to  the 
United  States,  settling  in  Providence. 
Upon  arriving  in  Providence  he  worked 
his  way  as  a  landscape  gardener  for 
a  few  years  until  he  established  his 
own  business.  In  addition  to  his  major 
business  as  a  landscape  gardener  and 
in  raising  flowers,  he  also  specializes 
in  evergreens,  trees,  shrubs,  the  sale  of 
loam  and  turf  at  reasonable  prices, 
and  flower  bed  designs.  Mr.  Zanfag- 
na  is  known  throughout  the  aristocratic 
residential  sections  of  Rhode  Island 
and  Cape  Cod  for  the  high  class  of 
his  work. 

He  is  a  member  of  Piave  Society, 
Order  Sons  of  Italy. 

On  September  23,  1906,  Mr.  Zan- 
fagna  married  Mariannma  Darezzo,  a 
native  of  Vairano  Patenora.  They 
became  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  Emilio,  a  gardner;  2.  Mrs. 
Linda  Damiani;  3.  Mrs.  Alba  De 
Fusco;  4.  Arturo;  5.  Alberto;  6. 
Rosa;  7.  Edmondo;  8.  Arduino;  9. 
Mariannina  ;  1  0.  Geltrude.  Business 
address  454  Union  Avenue,  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I. 


ZAMMARELLI.  Anna  M. 

Registered  Nurse;  born  in  Cicerale 
Cilento,  Province  of  Salerno,  Italy, 
the  daughter  of  Nicola  and  Theresa 
(Lamb)  Zammarelli. 

When  a  little  child,  in  1912,  she 
was  brought  here  by  her  mother  to 
join  her  father  in  Providence.  She  at¬ 
tended  the  Providence  public  schools 
and  Hope  High  School,  from  which 
she  graduated  in  1930.  She  then  en¬ 
tered  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital,  where 
she  became  a  graduate  nurse  in  1933. 
She  became  a  registered  nurse  in  the 
same  year.  She  is  also  a  registered 
nurse  in  the  States  of  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania. 

After  becoming  a  registered  nurse 


she  has  had  experience  as  office  nurse, 
district  nurse  and  has  served  at  Wal- 
lum  Lake  Sanitarium.  She  has  been 
serving  at  the  Charles  V.  Chapin  Hos¬ 
pital  since  June,  1939. 

She  is  a  member  of  Senior  Choir 
of  St.  Ann’s  Church ;  Daughters  of 
Isabella  of  St.  Ann ;  for  fifteen  y«ars 
has  been  member  of  Neighborhood 
Center;  Rhode  Island  Council  of  Ital¬ 
ian  Women;  Alumni  Nursing  Asso¬ 
ciation.  She  is  very  prominent  in  nurs¬ 
ing  activities.  Home:  97  Yorkshire 
Street,  Providence,  R.  I. 


ZINNO,  Gennarino  R.,  M.D. 

Born  in  Marzano  Appio,  Province 
of  Naples,  Italy,  April  1,  1911,  the 
son  of  Marcellino  and  Giulia  (Petis- 
ci)  Zmno. 

When  an  infant  he  was  brought  to 
the  United  States  by  his  mother  to 
join  his  father  in  Providence. 

He  attended  the  local  public  schools 
and  St.  Ann’s  Parochial  School ;  Clas¬ 
sical  High  School,  1  929  ;  Providence 
College,  B.Sc.  1933;  Georgetown 
University  School  of  Medicine,  M.D., 
1937.  He  served  his  internship  at 
Garfield  Memorial  Hospital,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C. ;  resident  physician  at 
Rhode  Island  State  Infirmary,  from 
July,  1938,  to  January,  1939;  in¬ 
terne  and  later  assistant  superintendent 
at  Charles  V.  Chapin  Hospital,  from 
January,  1,  1939,  to  September,  1939. 

He  began  active  practice  of  medi¬ 
cine  on  December  1,  1939. 

While  at  Providence  College  he 
was  an  active  member  of  Aquino 
Literary  Club ;  at  Georgetown  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Lambda  Phi  Mu 
Medical  Fraternity.  He  is  a  member 
of  Lodge  Vittoria,  order  Sons  of 
Italy ;  Providence  Medical  Society. 

On  November  15,  1939,  Dr. 

Zinno  married  Tina  J.  Ricciardi  of 
Providence.  Office:  338  Branch  Ave¬ 
nue,  Providence,  R.  I. 
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ZAMBARANO,  Ubaldo  E.,  M.D. 

Superintendent  of  State  Sanitarium 
at  Wallum  Lake;  born  in  Providence, 
June  29,  1899,  the  son  of  Gioseppe 
and  Caterina  (Martellucci)  Zamba- 
rano.  His  father  was  one  of  those 
hard-working  pioneers  who  helped  to 
build  the  communities  of  Thornton  and 
Eagle  Park. 

Dr.  Zambarano  was  educated  in 
the  Providence  public  schools.  Fol¬ 
lowing  his  graduation  from  Classical 
High  School  in  1917,  he  entered 
Georgetown  University  where  he  at¬ 
tended  College  and  Medical  School, 
graduating  in  1 924,  with  the  degree 
of  B.Sc.,  and  M.D. 

He  spent  his  interneship  at  the  Gal- 
linger  Municipal  Hospital,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.  He  later  was  appointed 
resident  physician  in  the  Municipal  Tu¬ 
berculosis  Hospital  of  Detroit,  Michi¬ 
gan,  where  he  served  two  and  a  half 
years.  He  returned  to  Providence  in 
1 928  at  which  time  he  began  the 
private  practice  of  medicine. 

In  1 929  he  was  named  assistant 
physician  for  the  Providence  Tuber¬ 
culosis  League.  For  several  years  he 
has  also  served  as  tuberculosis  spe¬ 
cialist  at  Charles  V.  Chapin  Hospital. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  staff  at  St.  Jo¬ 
seph’s  Hospital,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Medical  Society  and 
Malpighi  Medical  Club. 

On  July  15,  1939,  Dr.  Zambara¬ 
no,  recognized  as  an  outstanding  au¬ 
thority  in  the  field  of  tuberculosis,  was 


appointed  Superintendent  of  State  Sani¬ 
tarium  at  Wallum  Lake. 

On  July  1 9,  1 924,  Dr.  Zambara¬ 
no  married  Edna  V.  Branner.  They 
are  the  parents  of  the  following :  1 . 
Elizabeth  Anne;  2.  Joyce  Katherine. 


ZANNINI,  Mary  Cataldo 

Registered  Pharmacist ;  born  in 
New  York  City,  July  2,  1904,  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Marianna  (Di 
Blasi)  Cataldo,  both  natives  of  AI- 
camo.  Province  of  Trapani,  Italy.  Her 
father,  a  prominent  macaroni  manu¬ 
facturer  of  Westerly,  R.  I.,  immigrated 
to  the  United  States  in  1  894. 

She  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Peace  Dale,  Westerly  High  School, 
Pembroke  in  Brown  University  and 
Rhode  Island  College  of  Pharmacy, 
from  which  she  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  Ph.G.  in  1928.  While  at 
Pembroke  she  was  secretary  of  Dante 
Club.  After  completing  her  studies, 
she  held  responsible  positions  with 
many  leading  drug  stores.  In  1933 
she  became  the  proprietor  of  South 
County  Pharmacy,  at  Peace  Dale,  in 
which  venture  she  has  been  highly  suc¬ 
cessful. 

She  is  a  former  vice  president  of  the 
Parent-Teachers  Association  of  Peace 
Dale. 

In  1923  she  married  Carmine  Zan- 
nini  and  is  the  mother  of  two  children: 
1.  Ursula,  a  student;  2.  Mary  Ann, 
a  student.  Address :  South  County 
Pharmacy,  Peace  Dale,  R.  I. 
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AURORA  CLUB  OF  RHODE 
ISLAND 

The  Aurora  Club  of  Rhode  Island 
was  organized  in  1931,  after  several 
years  efforts  on  the  part  of  Judge  An¬ 
tonio  A.  Capotosto  to  establish  a  club 
of  leading  Italo-Americans.  The  club 
was  formally  dedicated  on  June  6, 

1932. 

Judge  Antonio  A.  Capotosto,  Paul 
Castiglioni,  Aristide  B.  Cianfarani, 
Prof.  Alfonso  De  Salvio,  Theodore 
V.  Galassi,  Louis  V.  Jackvony,  Jo¬ 
seph  Mercurio,  Edmund  M.  Mauro, 
Felix  A.  Mirando,  Vincent  Sorren- 
tino,  Ralph  Tortolani  and  Raphael 
Vicario  were  some  of  the  original 
charter  members. 

The  present  officers  of  the  club  are 
the  following:  Domenic  J.  Perri,  Presi¬ 
dent  ;  George  Mancini,  Vice-President ; 
Nicholas  Picchione,  Treasurer;  Mi¬ 
chael  A.  Monti,  Secretary.  Board  of 
Governors:  Vincent  Sorrentino,  Frank 
E.  Traficante,  Alfred  De  Maris,  Ed¬ 
ward  Argentieri,  Marshall  D’Am- 
brosio. 

The  Aurora  Club  is  at  289  Broad¬ 
way,  Providence,  R.  I. 


AUSONIA  CLUB 

This  club  is  a  new  Italo-American 
organization  made  up  principally  of 
residents  of  the  Mount  Pleasant  sec¬ 
tion.  It  is  constituted  for  the  purpose 
of  mutual  welfare;  to  provide  for  so¬ 
cial  intercourse,  and  to  promote  a 
finer  public  spirit. 

The  Ausonia  Club  was  organized 
on  February  9,  1 939.  Its  present 
officers  are  Ugo  Gasbarro,  President; 
Oreste  Toppi,  Vice-President;  Charles 
Moia,  Secretary ;  Augusto  Pusateri, 
Treasurer;  John  J.  Paterra,  Financial 
Secretary.  The  club  is  located  at  84 
Academy  Avenue,  Providence,  R.  I. 


CIRCOLO  CONVIVIO 

In  1  935  a  small  group  of  representa¬ 
tive  Italian  women  organized  the  Cir- 
colo  Convivio,  designed  for  the  dis¬ 
semination  of  Italian  culture  and  lan¬ 
guage.  Since  its  formation  the  interest 
and  enthusiasm  has  never  lagged,  and 
the  fact  that  the  club  is  very  much 
alive  today  is  due  in  no  small  measure 
to  its  loyal  members. 

Successful  lectures  on  great  Italian 
poets  and  writers  have  been  held 
monthly  by  the  Circolo  Convivio  at 
which  acquaintance  was  made  with 
many  fine  Italian  women  from  other 
cities.  The  social  affairs  held  fre¬ 
quently  will  long  be  remembered  by 
all  those  who  attended,  as  something 
inspiring  and  enjoyable. 

The  Circolo  Convivio  has  a  strong 
list  of  well-known  Italian  women. 
Among  the  founders  are  Mrs.  Egle 
Bilotti,  Mrs.  Maria  Colucci,  Mrs. 
Maria  Flavia  Calabro,  Mrs.  Maria 
Cilento,  Mrs.  Diletta  De  Luca,  Mrs. 
Marcella  D’ltri,  Miss  Fannie  Gatti, 
Mrs.  Lucia  E.  Leonelli,  Miss  Elena 
Marinelli,  Mrs.  Ida  Mori,  Mrs. 
Ernesta  Mazzucchelli,  Mrs.  Maria 
Pecora,  Mrs.  Flora  Sciotti. 

The  present  officers  of  the  club  are 
the  following:  Mrs.  Ismalia  Fiocca, 
President;  Mrs.  Ernesta  Mazzucchelli, 
Vice-President;  Mrs.  Lucia  E.  Leo¬ 
nelli,  Secretary ;  Mrs.  Maria  Ricci, 
Treasurer.  Mrs.  Egle  Bilotti,  honor¬ 
ary  president;  Mrs.  Maria  Colucci, 
honorary  member. 

The  promotion  of  the  study  of  the 
Italian  language  and  literature  is  al¬ 
ways  the  club’s  first  consideration  and 
it  is  lending  its  aid  in  every  way  pos¬ 
sible  that  will  bring  credit  to  itself 
and  the  cultural  movement  in  general. 
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DANTE  ALIGHIERI  SCHOOL 
OF  ITALIAN  LANGUAGE 

The  Dante  Alighieri  School  of 
Italian  Language  has  had  a  very  ac¬ 
tive  and  unusual  history.  It  was  first 
founded  in  1916  for  the  purpose  of 
teaching  the  Italian  language  to  young 
Italians  who  were  obliged  to  work  for 
a  living,  or  had  been  unable  to  acquire 
an  education  of  the  language  of  their 
forefathers.  After  a  few  years  the 
school  ceased  to  exist.  It  was  re¬ 
opened  in  1 920,  but  it  discontinued 
its  work  for  lack  of  funds.  Domenico 
Lombardi,  who  understood  from  ex¬ 
perience  the  aspirations  and  needs  of 
our  young  Italo-Americans,  reorgan¬ 
ized  the  school  in  January,  1936,  un¬ 
der  the  auspices  of  the  Loggia  Dante 
Alighieri,  an  Italian  fraternal  society. 

Mr.  Lombardi’s  unique  method  of 
teaching  has  proven  overwhelmingly 
successful.  The  remarkable  success  of 
its  pupils  have  given  Dante  Alighieri 
School  a  state-wide  reputation  as  a 
training  school  for  young  Italo-Ameri¬ 
cans  who  desire  to  acquire  or  improve 
their  knowledge  of  Italian.  It  has  be¬ 
come  the  largest  school  of  its  kind. 
It  is  supported  by  contributions  by 
public-spirited  Italo-Americans.  In 
1 940  it  had  four  teachers  and  a  total 
attendance  of  250  young  people. 

Domenico  Lombardi,  Director  of 
the  Dante  Alighieri  School  of  Italian 
Language,  was  born  in  San  Martino 
Valle  Caudina,  Province  of  Avellino, 
Italy,  May  1 7,  1 894,  the  son  of 
Francesco  and  Antonietta  (Masi) 
Lombardi.  He  pursued  his  classical 
studies  at  the  Royal  Lyceum  “Pietro 
Giannone,’’  in  Benevento.  He  immi¬ 
grated  to  the  United  States  in  1912, 
settling  in  Providence.  An  untiring 
expounder  of  Italian  culture,  he  has 
made  his  home  in  this  city  ever  since. 


GLORIA  LODGE,  ORDER 
SONS  OF  ITALY 

Among  Italo-American  women’s 
fraternal,  beneficial  and  cultural  so¬ 
cieties,  Loggia  Gloria,  Order  Sons  of 
Italy,  stands  out  prominently,  numer¬ 
ically,  financially,  and  fraternally.  It 
was  organized  on  July  10,  1921. 

It  is  the  second  women’s  unit  of  the 
Order  Sons  of  Italy  established  in 
Providence.  Some  of  those  who  were 
privileged  to  have  been  founders  of 
Loggia  Gloria  were:  Mrs.  Vito  N. 
Famiglietti,  Mrs.  Emilia  Fontana,  Mrs. 
Filomena  Vitale,  Mrs.  Maria  Colucci, 
Mrs.  Ida  Mori,  Miss  Irma  Mori,  Mrs. 
Lucia  Mangiante,  Mrs.  Ida  Man- 
giante,  Mrs.  Elena  Gonnella,  Mrs. 
Concetta  Giannotti,  Mrs.  Elvira  Gra- 
ziano,  Mrs.  Lucia  Cubellis,  Mrs. 
Macrina  Corbi,  Mrs.  Giovannina  Cian- 
ciarulo,  Mrs.  Maria  Storti,  Miss  Au- 
tilia  Corbi,  Miss  Nora  Storti,  Miss 
Adele  Gonnella,  Miss  Calabrese,  Mrs. 
Calabrese,  Mrs.  Sadie  Calabrese,  Mrs. 
Vittoria  Carrozza.  Deceased  founders 
are:  Mrs.  Rosina  Lauria,  Mrs.  Maria 
Carmine  Storti,  Mrs.  Agnese  Nuttini, 
Mrs.  Filomena  Paolucci,  Mrs.  Gio¬ 
vannina  Di  Matteo,  Mrs.  Etta  Del 
Sesto. 

Besides  Mrs.  Calabro  the  present 
officers  are:  Assistant  Venerable. 
Mrs.  Ida  Mori;  ex-Venerable,  Mrs. 
Filomena  Vitale;  Orator,  Mrs.  Flora 
Sciotti ;  Recording  Secretary,  Mrs. 
Diletta  De  Luca;  Financial  Secretary, 
Mrs.  Lucia  Mangiante;  Treasurer, 
Mrs.  Lucia  Leonelli.  Trustees:  Miss 
Irma  Mori,  Mrs.  Emilia  Fontana,  Mrs. 
Lucia  Paterra,  Mrs.  Anna  Rosa  and 
Mrs.  Maria  De  Simone;  “Cerimo- 
nieri,”  Mrs.  Grazia  Fiore,  and  Mrs. 
Maria  Grilli.  Official  sick  visiting 
Committee,  Mrs.  Cristina  Pagnano 
and  Mrs.  Margherita  Morelli;  Physi¬ 
cian,  Dr.  Lawrence  A.  Mori;  Grand 
Deputy,  Dr.  Ciro  Scotti;  Delegates  to 
the  Convention,  Mrs.  Maria  Flavia 
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Calabro,  Mrs.  Filomena  Vitale  and 
Mrs.  Emilia  Fontana. 

Besides  its  Honorary  Venerable 
Loggie  Gloria  has  named  Mrs.  Mari¬ 
ano  Vervena  “Sorella  Benemerita,” 
and  Mrs.  Raffaele  De  Angelis  Hon¬ 
orary  Member. 

The  purposes  which  led  to  the 
formation  of  Lodge  Gloria  are  thus 
referred  to  by  Mrs.  Maria  Flavia 
Calabro,  its  energetic  and  able  Ven¬ 
erable:  “First,  to  take  an  active  part 
in  all  activities  designed  to  keep  alive 
memories  of  our  Fatherland.  Second, 
the  promotion  of  Italian  culture. 
Third,  to  share  community  obligations 
for  our  countrymen,  for  the  Red  Cross, 
for  the  crippled  and  needy,  for  educa¬ 
tion  and  for  the  Community  Fund.” 
“Italy,”  continued  Mrs.  Calabro,  “is 
the  cradle  of  culture  and  civilization. 
The  United  States  is  the  cradle  of  lib¬ 
erty  that  we  all  enjoy.  We  shall  dedi¬ 
cate  ourselves  in  promoting  these  noble 
ideals.” 

From  a  small  beginning  Lodge 
Gloria  has  grown  numerically  and 
financially  until  it  is  now  one  of  the 
strongest  among  the  Sons  of  Italy.  Its 
membership  is  125  Italo- American 
women.  It  has  paid  thousands  of  dol¬ 
lars  in  sick  benefits,  as  well  as  in  death 
benefits  to  families  of  deceased  mem¬ 
bers.  This  splendid  women’s  organiza¬ 
tion  is  the  centre  of  numerous  and 
varied  activities,  all  designed  to  ad¬ 
vance  and  promote  the  moral  and  in¬ 
tellectual  improvement  of  its  members 
and  fostering  among  them  a  true  spirit 
of  Americanism. 

Among  those  who  have  served 
Loggia  Gloria  as  Venerables  are: 
Mrs.  Vito  N.  Famiglietti,  Mrs.  Filo¬ 
mena  Vitale,  Mrs.  Maria  Colucci, 
Mrs.  Maria  Cilento,  Mrs.  Egle  Bilot- 
ti,  Mrs.  Maria  Pecora,  Mrs.  Maria 
Flavia  Calabro.  The  present  Vener¬ 
able,  Mrs.  Maria  Flavia  Calabro, 
now  in  her  second  term,  ably  carries 


on  the  traditions  and  work  laid  out 
by  her  predecessors. 


ITALO-AMERICAN  CLUB 
OF  RHODE  ISLAND 

This  club  owes  its  existence  to  the 
desire  of  a  few  public-spirited  Italo- 
Americans  to  create  a  social  and  liter¬ 
ary  organization  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  alive  memories  of  their  mother 
country  and  at  the  same  time  pro¬ 
mote  a  spirit  of  fraternal  understand¬ 
ing  and  cooperation  among  its  mem¬ 
bers.  It  is  the  oldest  Italo-American 
Club  in  Rhode  Island.  It  was  organ¬ 
ized  on  March  8,  1 899.  Its  charter 
members  were  Henry  Caproni,  Rinaldo 
Castiglioni,  Gaudenzio  Gasperi,  Vin¬ 
cenzo  Giusti,  Ottavio  Batastini,  An¬ 
tonio  E.  Vota. 

Its  present  officers  are:  John  O. 
Pastore,  President;  Robert  C.  Lau- 
relli,  Vice-President;  Edmund  J.  Car- 
lone,  Treasurer.  Members  of  the 
board  of  directors:  Louis  W.  Cap- 
pelli.  Dr.  Lawrence  A.  Mori,  Dr. 
Charles  A.  Spacagna,  Dr.  Alfred  A. 
Caldarone,  Ralph  Destino  and  Vin¬ 
cent  Vespia. 

The  Italo-American  Club  is  at  256 
Broadway. 


ITALO-AMERICAN  PRESS 
AND  NEWSPAPERMEN 

In  an  old  house  still  standing  on 
Spruce  Street,  “L’Aurora,”  the  first 
Italian  weekly  newspaper  in  Provi¬ 
dence  was  born  during  the  winter 
months  of  1895-1896.  It  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  Michele  Pesaturo,  then 
Royal  Italian  Consular  Representative. 
This  short-lived  newspaper  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  “L’Aurora  Novella,”  also 
sponsored  by  Michele  Pesaturo,  and 
its  editor  was  Alfonso  La  Ricca,  of 
Mignano,  Italy.  This  paper  lived  a 
few  months  in  the  first  half  of  1 896. 
Its  printer  was  the  late  Federico  Curzio. 
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In  October,  1897,  Mr.  Curzio,  who 
had  worked  as  a  printer  for  many  old- 
time  Italian  newspapers  in  New  York, 
began  publication  of  “L’Eco  Del 
Rhode  Island.  This  weekly  paper 
has  victoriously  survived  all  vicissi¬ 
tudes  and  became  the  only  Italian 
paper  in  Rhode  Island.  It  was  sold 
by  the  late  Mr.  Curzio  some  few  years 
ago.  Under  its  new  ownership  the 
paper  was  written  in  both  the  Italian 
and  English  languages.  During  the 
past  seven  years,  Vincenzo  De  Orchis, 
its  Italian  editor,  maintained  a  gen¬ 
eral  supervision  both  editorial  and 
otherwise.  Louis  M.  Picerno,  had 
charge  of  the  printing  department,  and 
Carlo  Costantino  had  charge  of  its 
circulation. 

On  January  15,  1940,  Vincent 
Sorrentino  became  the  owner  of  this 
old  weekly  Italian  paper.  In  June, 

1 940,  he  changed  the  name  from 
the  “Italian  Echo”  to  “Rhode  Island 
Echo,  and  at  the  same  time  appointed 
Franco  Lalli  of  New  York  City,  as 
its  managing  editor,  and  Alexander 
Bevilacqua,  as  editor  of  the  English 
section. 

“The  Rhode  Island  Echo,”  as  it 
now  appears,  under  the  inspiring  lead¬ 
ership  of  Vincent  Sorrentino,  assures 
the  community  of  one  of  the  largest 
and  best-equipped  weekly  newspapers 
in  the  country. 

Another  weekly  paper  is  “The 
Italo-American  Tribune,”  published  in 
both  Italian  and  English.  Its  owner 
is  Antonio  Pace. 

There  have  been  other  Italian 
weekly  papers:  “La  Liberta,”  founded 
in  1  902  by  V.  T alamini,  was  discon¬ 
tinued  in  1922.  “II  Corriere,”  a  tiny 
daily  paper,  founded  in  1 908,  lasted 
just  one  week.  “Done  Abbondio,”  a 
humorous  weekly  paper  written  by 
Gennaro  Fico,  lived  for  a  few  months 
in  1909. 

The  first  Italo-American  to  enter 


American  journalism  was  the  late 
Henry  C.  Salandri.  He  worked  for 
the  Providence  Journal,  the  Providence 
News  and  for  Boston  papers.  He 
died  in  1920. 

Besides  Alexander  Bevilacqua 
(Drinkwater),  now  with  the  “Rhode 
Island  Echo,”  other  young  Rhode 
Islanders  of  Italian  descent  who  have 
been  able  to  enter  the  complex  field 
of  American  journalism  are  Arthur  P. 
Famiglietti,  Philip  E.  Gravalese  and 
Carmine  Maisano,  with  the  Provi¬ 
dence  Journal  and  Evening  Bulletin; 
A.  Alfred  Marcello,  at  present  with 
the  Worcester  Telegram;  Nicholas 
Ruggieri,  with  the  Pawtucket  Times. 


ITALIAN  GROCERY  AND 
MARKETMEN’S  ASSN 

This  association  was  founded  in 
1 933.  The  object  of  the  Italian 
Grocery  &  Marketmen’s  Association 
shall  be  to  advance  the  welfare  of  its 
members,  to  foster  among  them  a  true 
cooperative  spirit,  to  encourage  the 
study  of  business  conditions  that  may 
be  needed  for  their  mutual  advantage 
and  common  prosperity  to  provide 
frequent  social  intercourse  and  to  pro¬ 
mote  a  finer  public  spirit. 

The  officers  of  the  association  are 
the  following:  Gaetano  D.  Del  Rossi, 
President ;  Simone  Giordano,  Secre¬ 
tary  ;  Carlo  Battista,  Secretary ;  Cos¬ 
tantino  Feola,  Treasurer. 

Members:  Serafino  Andreozzi,  Co- 
mincio  Ciccarone,  Leonardo  Capocci, 
Giuseppe  De  Fiore,  Antonio  D’An- 
tuono,  Raffaele  Della  Rosa,  Gaetano 
D.  Del  Rossi,  Costantino  Feola,  An¬ 
gelo  Giacchi,  Bartolo  Giacchi,  Giu¬ 
seppe  Golato,  Giovangiacomo  Gian- 
francesco,  Raffaele  Guglielmino,  Si¬ 
mone  Giordano,  Angelo  Mosca,  Sal¬ 
vatore  Pullano,  Michael  Paolino, 
Nicola  Santangini,  Francesco  Stroscio, 
Raffaele  Zito. 
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ITALIAN  WORLD  WAR  VET¬ 
ERANS  ASSOCIATION  IN 
THE  U.  S.  A.,  INC., 
PROVIDENCE  BRANCH 

On  May  24,  1921,  the  date  mark¬ 
ing  the  entrance  of  Italy  into  the 
World  War,  Captain  Martella,  with 
the  cooperation  of  a  few  veterans  was 
able  to  hold  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Italian  World  War  Veterans  Associa¬ 
tion,  Providence  Branch,  at  Jackvony 
Hall  on  Charles  Street  in  the  North 
End  section.  Besides  Captain  Angelo 
Martella  who  originated  the  campaign 
in  its  initial  phase,  others  who  likewise 
took  a  leading  part  in  its  following 
movement  were  Dr.  Giovanni  Sener- 
chia  of  Natick,  a  lieutenant  in  the 
reserve  medical  corps ;  lieutenant  avia¬ 
tor  Leo  Leone,  at  present  residing  in 
New  Jersey;  comrades  Loreto  L’Eu- 
ropa,  Adolfo  Delfino,  Eugenio  Ma- 
cari,  Bartolomeo  De  Cristofaro, 
sergeant  Lrancesco  Bellucci,  Nicola 
Accinni,  the  deceased  sergeant  Carlo 
De  Quattro  and  others.  The  move¬ 
ment  spread  to  Federal  Hill,  the 
greatest  center  of  Italian  activities  in 
Rhode  Island.  Subsequent  meetings 
were  held  with  increasing  interest,  un¬ 
til  the  organization  took  definite  form 
at  a  meeting  held  in  June,  1922,  at 
Sarubi  Hall  on  Brayton  Avenue. 
Regular  meetings  were  held  and  the 
membership  increased  as  the  work  of 
its  founders  became  known. 

Meanwhile  other  organizations  of 
Italian  War  Veterans  were  formed 
throughout  the  United  States.  Eventu¬ 
ally  a  Federation  of  Italian  War  Vet¬ 
erans  in  the  United  States  was  organ¬ 
ized  in  New  York  City  in  1926.  The 
Providence  Branch  of  the  Italian 
World  War  Veterans  Association  was 
one  of  the  first  to  join  the  federation 
which  now  includes  92  branches  scat¬ 
tered  throughout  the  Italian  centres  in 
the  United  States. 


Those  who  headed  the  Providence 
Branch  of  the  Italian  World  War 
Veterans  Association  were  Captain 
Angelo  Martella,  Lieut.  Antonio  Pace, 
Civil  Engineer  Erminio  Migliori,  Vin¬ 
cenzo  Lentini  and  Dante  Zainetti.  In 
1932,  Captain  Martella  was  re¬ 
elected  President  of  this  patriotic 
organization,  and  has  continuously 
filled  the  office  ever  since. 

The  present  board  of  managers  is 
made  up  of  the  following:  Captain 
Angelo  Martella,  President;  Vincenzo 
Lentini,  Vice-President ;  Bartolomeo 
De  Cristofaro,  Financial  Secretary; 
Gennaro  Aloia,  Corresponding  Secre¬ 
tary;  Francesco  Pirozzi,  member.  Dr. 
Vincenzo  Verderosa,  Royal  Vice  Con¬ 
sul  of  Italy  in  Providence,  honorary 
member. 

In  its  twenty  years  of  existence  this 
association  has  kept  alive  the  torch  of 
patriotism,  conforming  themselves  to 
the  duties  which  they  owe  towards 
their  adopted  country,  the  United 
States  of  America. 

In  October,  1939,  the  Ladies’ 
Auxiliary  of  the  Italian  War  Veterans 
Association  was  organized  through  the 
zealous  and  sincere  efforts  of  Mrs. 
Italia  Martella  and  Mrs.  Josephine 
D’Ambra.  In  November,  1 939,  the 
Ladies’  Auxiliary  was  officially  in¬ 
augurated  by  the  Marquis  Carlo  De 
Costantin,  Royal  Consul  General  of 
Italy  in  Boston. 

The  principles  of  the  Italian  Ladies’ 
Auxiliary  are  similar  in  scope  to  those 
of  the  Italian  War  Veterans,  to  whom 
they  wholeheartedly  give  their  invalu¬ 
able  moral  and  financial  support. 

Objects  and  purposes  of  the  Fed¬ 
eration  of  the  Italian  World  War  Vet¬ 
erans  in  the  United  States  of  America, 
Inc. : 

1.  To  maintain  and  continue 
among  its  members  the  ties  of  com- 
radship  and  fraternity  which  have 
bound  them  together  during  the  recent 
World  War. 
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2.  To  commemorate  those  who 
have  made  the  supreme  sacrifice  m 
the  great  cause  for  which  the  World 
War  was  fought  and  to  rever  the 
memory  of  those  comrades  who  died 
fighting  for  their  country,  and  to  per¬ 
petuate  the  achievements  of  the  heroic 
dead. 

3.  To  aid  and  assist  voluntarily 
in  every  possible  way  its  members  who 
are  in  need  of  moral  and  material  sup¬ 
port. 

4.  To  co-operate  with  American 
and  other  World  War  Veteran’s  asso¬ 
ciations  and  patriotic,  charitable  and 
welfare  agencies  toward  the  advance¬ 
ment  and  accomplishment  of  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  this  Corporation. 

5.  To  establish  and  strengthen 
ties  of  brotherhood  and  friendship  be¬ 
tween  the  Italians  and  the  Americans, 
and  more  especially  between  the  war 
veterans  of  Italy  and  those  of  the 
United  States. 

6.  To  promote  a  better  under¬ 
standing  of  the  ideals  and  traditions 
of  the  Italian  people  by  and  through 
a  just  appreciation  of  their  historical, 
artistic,  industrial,  commercial  and 
sportive  values,  particularly  by  chil¬ 
dren  of  Italian  parentage  residing  in 
the  United  States. 

7.  To  foster  and  perpetuate  in¬ 
ternational  good-will  in  the  interest  of 
world  peace. 

8.  To  encourage  the  study  of  the 
English  language  among  its  members 
and  that  of  the  Italian  among  their 
children. 

9.  To  honor,  defend  and  protect 
organized  government  and  society  and 
to  encourage  and  promote  devotion  to 
the  principles  of  good  government,  law 
and  order,  and  a  fealty  and  obedience 
to  the  institutions  of  this  country  and 
the  safeguarding  of  the  friendliest  and 
most  sympathetic  relations  among  the 
members  of  the  human  family. 


LODGE  DR.  MARIA 
MONTESSORI 

The  first  Italian  women’s  fraternal 
society  to  be  organized  in  Rhode 
Island,  was  founded  on  October  29, 
1916,  by  Luigi  Cipolla,  Pasqualina 
Verdi,  Vincenza  Orabona,  Rosina 
Laudati,  Enrichetta  Indeglia,  Rosina 
Cipolla,  Carmela  Di  Biasi,  Giovanna 
Prignano,  Angiolina  Flori,  Virginia 
Cipolla,  Amelia  Schettini,  Maria 
Verdicoia,  Antonetta  De  Angelis, 
Nellie  La  Fazia,  Lina  Colletti,  Co¬ 
stanza  Letieri,  all  of  the  Silver  Lake 
section  of  the  City  of  Providence. 

The  object  of  the  society  is  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  moral  and  cultural  progress 
of  its  members  and  the  advancement 
of  the  Italo-Americans,  especially  in 
those  affecting  the  welfare  of  the  Italo- 
Americans  of  the  Silver  Lake  section. 

The  first  meeting  of  this  society  was 
held  at  Piave  Hall,  in  1916,  in  the 
presence  of  Dr.  Antonio  Fidanza, 
who,  since  its  incorporation  has  been 
the  society  physician. 

Through  the  medium  of  this  society 
much  good  is  being  done  among  the 
Italians  of  Silver  Lake.  It  actively  co¬ 
operates  in  raising  funds  for  the  Red 
Cross,  for  the  Community  Fund  and 
for  all  worthy  causes.  Its  member¬ 
ship  now  totals  about  sixty  Italo- 
American  women. 

During  nearly  twenty-four  years  of 
existence  the  Lodge  Dr.  Maria  Mon- 
tessori  has  had  six  venerables.  They 
have  been  the  following:  Rosina  Lau¬ 
dati,  Enrichetta  Indeglia,  Adelina 
Castagnacci,  Elena  Vona,  Louise 
Nardolillo,  Carmela  Zompa. 

The  officers  of  this  society  are  the 
following:  Carmela  Zompa,  venerable 
since  1936;  Vincenza  Melei,  assistant 
venerable;  Louise  Nardolillo,  ex- 
venerable;  Maria  Vessella,  treasurer; 
Maria  Coia,  recording  secretary;  Car¬ 
mela  Capaldo,  correspending  secre¬ 
tary  ;  Antonetta  Tirocchi,  lecturer. 
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Trustees:  Elena  Vona,  Adelina  Cas- 
tagnacci,  Assunta  Loffredo,  Antonetta 
De  Fusco.  Attendants:  Mrs.  Isabella 
Forio,  Miss  Angelina  Melei.  Costanza 
Lettieri,  sanitary  committee ;  Luisa 
Cerbo,  doorkeeper. 

The  Lodge  Dr.  Maria  Montessori 
includes  many  of  the  leading  and  pro¬ 
gressive  women  of  the  Silver  Lake  dis¬ 
trict.  The  many  charitable,  social,  re¬ 
ligious  and  patriotic  activities  of  their 
society  have  given  it  a  firm  hold  on 
the  affections  of  the  people  of  Silver 
Lake. 

CaRMELA  Zompa,  venerable  of  the 
Lodge  Dr.  Maria  Montessori,  and 
well-known  civic  and  fraternal  worker, 
was  born  in  Vairano  Patenora,  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Naples,  Italy,  the  daughter  of 
Antonio  and  Pasqualina  (De  Tora) 
Porcelli.  She  attended  the  public 
schools  of  her  native  town.  In  1 898 
she  was  brought  to  this  country  by  her 
mother  to  join  her  father  in  Providence. 

Throughout  her  long  residence  in 
the  Silver  Lake  section  she  has  been 
one  of  the  foremost  in  promoting  civic, 
social,  fraternal  and  patriotic  activities 
among  Italians.  Active  in  religious 
work,  she  is  a  zealous  worker  of  St. 
Bartolomeo  Church.  Since  1936  she 
has  been  venerable  of  Lodge  Dotto- 
ressa  Maria  Montessori,  Order  Sons 
of  Italy. 

On  August  1 4,  1 904,  she  married 
Raffaele  Zompa.  They  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  one  child:  Mrs.  Maria  Bene- 
detti. 

VlNCENZA  (Lancia)  MELEI,  as¬ 
sistant  venerable.  Lodge  Dr.  Maria 
Montessori,  was  born  in  Pontecorvo, 
Province  of  Frosinone,  Italy,  August 
15,  1888,  the  daughter  of  Giuseppe 
and  Angelina  Lancia.  Educated  at  the 
Diocesan  Monastery  of  Pontecorvo. 
Married  Antonio  Melei,  1 909.  In 
the  United  States  since  1910.  Chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Mrs.  Francesca  Charette; 
2.  David;  3.  Albert;  4.  Angelina. 
For  fifteen  years  conducted  a  dry 


goods  store  in  Providence.  President 
of  Societa  Femminile  San  Giovanni 
Batista  di  Pontecorvo.  Former  lectur¬ 
er  and  now  assistant  venerable,  Lodge 
Dr.  Maria  Montessori,  Order  Sons  of 
Italy.  Very  active  in  raising  funds 
for  the  Red  Cross  and  community 
work  in  the  Silver  Lake  section.  Also 
active  member  of  many  other  frater¬ 
nal  women’s  organizations. 

THE  NEW  ENGLAND  OPERA 
COMPANY  OF  PROVIDENCE 

The  New  England  Opera  Company 
is  the  first  organization  of  its  kind  in 
Rhode  Island.  It  was  founded  by 
Maestro  Danilo  Sciotti,  who  felt  that 
a  great  cultural  and  industriel  center 
like  Providence  needed  a  musical 
organization  of  the  highest  order  for 
the  promotion  of  grand  opera. 

The  New  England  Opera  Company 
is  a  non-profit  musical  organization  and 
its  management  is  in  the  hands  of  an 
artistic  director  and  an  executive  com¬ 
mittee  from  representative  citizens  of 
Providence  and  its  surrounding  com¬ 
munities.  These  include  leaders  in 
musical  activity  as  well  as  business  and 
professional  men  who  appreciate  the 
cultural  value  of  music  in  general  and 
grand  opert  in  particular. 

The  performances  given  by  the 
company  in  Providence  under  the 
leadership  of  Maestro  Danilo  Sciotti, 
have  served  to  establish  its  reputation 
for  grand  opera  in  the  city,  both  for 
quality  of  presentation  and  attendance. 

The  executive  committee  is  made  up 
of  the  following:  Maestro  Danilo 
Sciotti,  Artistic  Director;  Professor  F. 
Foster  Damon,  Vincent  Sorrentino, 
Honorary  Chairmen;  Judge  Luigi  De 
Pasquale,  President;  Ada  Holding 
Miller,  Vice-President;  John  F.  D’Er- 
rico,  Vice-President;  Charles  H.  Eden, 
Treasurer;  Anthony  Cimino,  Secre¬ 
tary;  Minnie  C.  Carpenter,  Judge 
Stephen  J.  Casey,  Nathan  Perlman, 
Directors. 
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LOGGIA  BEATRICE 
PORTINARI 

Order  Sons  of  Italy,  was  organized 
in  1933  by  a  group  of  young  women 
of  the  North  End  section  of  Provi¬ 
dence.  It  is  the  first  Italo-American 
women’s  organization  to  be  formed  in 
that  section.  It  endeavors  to  provide 
literary  and  social  entertainment,  help 
to  preserve  memories  of  their  mother 
country,  and  inculcate  American  ideals 
of  citizenship  among  its  members. 

The  early  founders  were  Elda 
Cimorelli,  Palma  Cimorelli,  Bernice 
LePore,  Nicolina  Lepore,  Ida  Leone, 
Edith  Leone,  Etta  Leone,  Ursula 
Mancini,  Clara  Parrillo,  Emma  Ric- 
ciardi,  Tina  Ricciardi. 

Miss  Ursula  Mancini  has  been 
venerable  of  this  splendid  organization 
of  young  Italo-American  women  since 
it  was  organized.  Its  membership  now 
totals  36  young  women,  all  members 
of  prominent  families  of  the  North  End 
section. 

The  trustess  of  the  Loggia  Beatrice 
Portinari  are  the  following:  Carmela 
Famiglietti,  Camille  Albanese;  Mary 
Viti,  Mrs.  Lillian  Testa,  Mrs.  Clara 
Pazienza. 

The  officers  of  this  organization  are 
the  following:  Ursula  Mancini,  Ven¬ 
erable;  Bernice  Lepore,  Assistant 
Venerable;  Elvira  Lautieri,  Recording 
Secretary;  Mary  De  Marco,  Financial 
Secretary;  Mrs.  Armand  Famiglietti, 
Treasurer;  Mrs.  Tina  Ricciardi  Zinno, 
Lecturer. 


RHODE  ISLAND  COUNCIL 

OF  ITALIAN  WOMEN 

The  formation  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Council  of  Italian  Women  is  due  to 
the  initiative  and  enthusiasm  of  Mr. 
Nellie  M.  Marrocco,  a  practical 
idealist — a  worker  for  the  uplifting  of 
human  suffering.  It  was  founded  on 
March  31,  1931.  The  group  of  Italo- 
American  women  who  appeared  with 


Mrs.  Marrocco  as  initial  founders  con¬ 
sisted  of  Mrs.  Augusto  Marsella,  Mrs. 
Anthony  Sanchirico,  Mrs.  Anthony 
Testa,  Mrs.  John  Notte,  Sr.,  Mrs. 
Alfredo  Paterra,  Mrs.  Michael  J. 
Denardo,  Mrs.  Albert  Esposito,  Mrs. 
Anna  L.  Bevilacqua,  Mrs,  Grace 
Lambiase,  Miss  Lillian  Cipriano  (now 
Mrs.  Carl  Testa),  Mrs.  Stanley  H. 
Gilmore,  Miss  Natalie  Verdi,  Mrs. 
Danny  Pascone,  Mrs.  Ugo  Riccio, 
Miss  Joanna  Lombardi,  Mrs.  Santa 
Lombardi,  Mrs.  Adelina  Saulino,  Mrs. 
Herbert  Spears. 

The  Rhode  Island  Council  of  Italian 
Women  was  organized  for  the  purpose 
of  promoting  a  better  understanding 
between  foreign-born  parents  and 
American-born  children ;  to  raise  the 
standards  of  home  life;  to  encourage 
a  closer  fellowship  with  American- 
born  of  other  nationalities ;  to  promote 
a  greater  unity  of  thought  and  pur¬ 
pose  and  nobler  accomplishments ;  to 
further  the  best  interests  of  the  Italians 
in  spiritual  endeavor,  culture,  educa¬ 
tion,  philanthropy,  civics  and  to  co¬ 
ordinate  its  activities  with  existing  com¬ 
munity  welfare  progress.  This  council 
is  non-political  and  non-sectarian. 

The  officers  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Council  of  Italian  Women  are  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  Mrs.  Ralph  Di  Leone,  Presi¬ 
dent;  Miss  Anna  M.  Caruolo,  Vice- 
President;  Mrs.  Vincent  Cianci,  Cor¬ 
responding  Secretary ;  Mrs.  Gennaro 
Lanifero,  Recording  Secretary;  Mrs. 
Fred  Detoro,  Treasurer.  Mrs.  Vincent 
Sorrentino,  honorary  member. 

Under  its  previous  administration, 
Mrs.  Robert  E.  Durante,  was  Presi¬ 
dent;  and  Mrs.  Rosella  Granieri,  was 
Corresponding  Secretary. 

The  Rhode  Island  Council  of  Italian 
Women  is  the  only  Italian  organization 
which  is  affiliated  with  the  State  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Women’s  Clubs  of  Rhode 
Island. 

The  members  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Council  of  Italian  Women  are  the  fol- 
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lowin:  Mrs.  Fred  Baldoni,  Mrs. 
Ernest  Capobianco,  Mrs.  Lillian  Ca¬ 
tena,  Mrs.  Bartolo  Catanzaro,  Mrs. 
Anna  Cianci,  Mrs.  Vincent  Cianci, 
Miss  Lillian  Cianci,  Mrs.  Robert 
Durante,  Mrs.  Fred  Detoro,  Mrs.  Jo¬ 
seph  Errico,  Mrs.  Anna  Esposito, 
Mrs.  Armand  Famiglietti,  Mrs.  Helen 
Giusti,  Mrs.  Amelia  Giusti,  Mrs. 
Peter  Granieri,  Mrs.  Angela  Impera- 
tore,  Mrs.  Ralph  Imperatore,  Mrs.  B. 
G.  De  Fusco,  Mrs.  John  Di  Leone, 
Mrs.  Ralph  Di  Leone,  Mrs.  Salvatore 
De  Simone,  Mrs.  Gennaro  D’Ambra, 
Mrs.  Joseph  Di  Chiaro,  Mrs.  Louis 
Caione,  Mrs.  John  Ciccone,  Miss 
Anna  Caruolo,  Mrs.  Lucia  Leonelli, 
Mrs.  Roger  Laudati,  Mrs.  Gennaro 
Lanifero,  Mrs.  Augustus  Marsella, 
Mrs.  Edna  Mazzucchelli,  Mrs.  An¬ 
thony  Sanchirico,  Mrs.  Katie  Scampoli, 
Mrs.  Augustus  St.  Angelo,  Miss  Anna 
Zammarelli  and  others.  Mrs.  Salva¬ 
tore  Marrocco,  honorary  president. 
Mrs.  Vincent  Sorrentino,  honorary 
member. 


ORDER  SONS  OF  ITALY 
IN  AMERICA 

This  is  a  strictly  Italian  fraternal 
organization,  the  most  influential  in  the 
United  States.  It  has  lodges  in  seven¬ 
teen  states.  The  Order,  founded  in 
New  York  in  1905  as  a  mutual  aid 
society,  provides  sick  and  death  bene¬ 
fits,  in  addition  to  the  promotion  of  the 
Italian  language  and  other  cultural  and 
charitable  activities. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island 
was  organized  in  1 9 1 4.  It  is  consti¬ 
tuted  by  32  lodges. 

The  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Rhode  Island,  Order  Sons  of  Italy, 
are  the  following:  Luigi  Scala,  Grand 
Venerable;  Augusto  Marsella,  Ex- 
Grand  Venerable;  Domenico  Di  Na¬ 
poli,  Grand  Orator;  Luigi  Conti, 
Grand  Recording  Secretary ;  Adamo 
R.  Aiello,  Grand  Financial  Secretary; 


Arcangelo  Penza,  Grand  Treasurer; 
Thomas  J.  Paolino,  John  Di  Libero, 
James  Morelli,  Mrs.  Filomena  Vitale, 
Providence;  Leo  Turicchi,  Pawtucket; 
Dante  Pirani,  Woonsocket;  Guido 
Marcucci,  Newport;  Giuseppe  Per- 
rone,  Bristol;  Atansio  Grasso,  West¬ 
erly. 


UNITAS  CATHOLIC 
CLUB 

Unitas  Catholic  Club  came  into  be¬ 
ing  in  1 934  as  an  organization  de¬ 
pendent  upon  the  local  conference  of 
St.  Vincenzo  dei  Paoli.  It  became 
entirely  independent  in  1937.  The 
purpose  of  the  club  is  now  purely  so¬ 
cial. 

Dr.  Antonio  G.  Fidanza  was  presi¬ 
dent  from  1934  to  1936.  Dr.  Vin¬ 
cent  A.  Cianci  was  president  from 
1937  to  1938.  The  present  adminis¬ 
tration  is  the  following :  Domenico 
Paolantonio,  President;  James  Moret- 
ti,  Vice-President;  Giuseppe  Campo- 
piano.  Secretary;  Joseph  Mansolillo, 
Treasurer. 

Unitas  Catholic  Club  is  located  at 
31  7  Laurel  Hill  Avenue.  Its  member¬ 
ship  is  composed  mainly  of  residents 
of  the  Silver  Lake  and  Laurel  Hill 
Avenue  sections. 


SOCIETY  VITTORIO  EMAN- 
UELE  III 

This  society  was  organized  on  Aug¬ 
ust  26,  1905,  by  a  group  of  patriotic 
and  sturdy  Italians  of  the  North  End 
section  of  Providence,  with  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  Royal  Italian  consular 
authorities.  It  endeavors  to  provide  for 
the  mutual  and  moral  aid  of  its  mem¬ 
bers,  and  to  help  them  to  preserve 
memories  of  their  mother  country  and 
at  the  same  time  promote  American 
ideals  of  citizenship. 

The  early  founders  were  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  Giovannino  Bucci,  Antonio 
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Vettese,  Ernesto  Acciaioli,  Antonio 
Acciaioli,  Giovanni  Bucci,  Vincenzo 
Bucci,  Eugenio  Porcelli,  Antonio 
Pascale,  Pietro  Pascale,  Gabriele 
Prete,  Pietro  Bucci,  Giambattista  In- 
teglia,  Carmine  Integlia,  Angelo  Pa¬ 
scale,  Antonio  Silvestro,  Michele  Vet¬ 
tese,  Nicandro  Matteo,  Vittore  Sil¬ 
vestro,  Nicandro  Pascale,  Giovanni 
Pascale,  Gabriele  di  Giovanni,  Sil¬ 
vestro  D’Agostino,  Nicandro  Prete. 

Among  the  chief  benefactors  is 
Ernesto  Acciaioli,  at  present  treasurer 
of  the  association,  who  besides  being 
one  of  the  founders,  has  held  the  office 
of  president  for  twenty  years.  Under 
his  able  guidance  the  society  has  de¬ 
veloped  into  one  of  the  strongest  Italian 
mutual  benefit  societies  of  the  North 
End.  A  society  service  award  in  the 
form  of  a  gold  medal  was  conferred 
upon  Ernesto  Acciaoli  in  1912,  for 
his  outstanding  contributions  and  un¬ 
tiring  efforts  in  advancing  the  welfare 
of  the  association.  A  brother  of  Mr. 
Acciaioli  was  the  late  Pietro  Ac¬ 
ciaioli,  one  of  the  most  loyal  and  ac¬ 
tive  members  of  the  organization. 

The  officers  of  the  society  Vittorio 
Emanuele  III  are  the  following:  Vin¬ 
cent  Bucci,  President ;  Eugenio  Ac¬ 
ciaioli,  Vice-President;  Antonio  Mat¬ 
teo,  Recording  Secretary ;  Ernesto 
Verrecchia,  Financial  Secretary;  Er¬ 
nesto  Acciaioli,  Treasurer.  Examiners 


of  Accounts:  Nicandro  Matteo  and 
Andrea  Iannetta.  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee:  Angelo  Acciaioli,  Pietro  Matteo, 
Giovanni  Pascale,  Pasquale  Iannetta, 
Antonio  Bucci,  Andrea  Bucci.  Flag 
Bearers :  Giuseppe  Ricci,  Domenico 
Antonio  Porcelli.  Marshal,  Antonio 
Matteo;  Vice-Marshal,  Giustino  Ac¬ 
ciaioli;  Physician,  Dr.  Tito  Angeloni. 

The  Society  Vittorio  Emanuele  III 
is  located  at  790  Charles  Street,  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I. 


YOUNG  ITALIAN  IMPERIAL 
CLUB 

This  popular  social  organization, 
one  of  the  oldest  among  Italo-Ameri¬ 
cans,  was  organized  on  August  24, 
1902.  Its  founders  were  Joseph  Cap- 
palli,  Nicholas  Detato,  Thomas  Man- 
gione,  John  Notte,  Henry  Russillo, 
Nicholas  Russillo,  Anthony  Stella, 
Lew  Tasca,  Nicholas  Di  Nucci. 

Its  present  officers  are  the  follow¬ 
ing:  Carlo  Ciasullo,  President;  An¬ 
thony  Forlasto,  Vice-President;  Primo 
Ciasullo,  Secretary;  Davide  Ciancio, 
Treasurer;  Peter  Boscio,  Rosario  Ba- 
dessa,  Antonio  Caraccia,  Trustees; 
Thomas  Iannuccillo,  Chief  Marshal. 

The  Young  Italian  Imperial  Club 
is  located  at  459  Broadway,  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I. 
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EXCERPTS  FROM  COMMENT  ON  UBALDO  U.  M.  PESATURO’S  WORK 
OF  “HJALO-AMERICANS  OF  RHODE  ISLAND” 


. Pursuing  the  history  of  the  earliest  immigration  of  Italians  to  the 

State,  Mr.  Pesaturo  has  contrived  to  cover  his  field  fully.  Not  only  those  of 
Italian  descent  but  others  as  well  may  read  the  book  with  the  deepest  interest. 
It  concerns  all,  of  whatever  origin  or  persuasion. 

— Providence  Sunday  Journal,  January  17,  1937. 

. I  certainly  feel  that  the  work  you  have  done  is  a  most  valuable 

contribution  to  the  history  of  the  State,  and  as  time  goes  on  your  work  will 
be  more  and  more  appreciated.  It  will  be  of  great  help  to  future  research 
students  on  the  subject. 

— Howard  M.  Chapin,  Librarian,  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  May  6,  1937. 

. Congratulations  for  your  very  fine  book  “Italo-Americans  of  Rhode 

Island.”  These  Rhode  Islanders  of  Italian  birth  or  descent  have  given  a  note¬ 
worthy  contribution  to  the  life  of  our  State.  As  American  citizens  they  have 
proved  themselves  true  to  the  highest  American  ideals,  while  always  remain¬ 
ing  worthy  of  their  magnificent  Italian  background.  You  have  made  all  this 
clear  in  your  book  and  thereby  you  have  contributed  a  valuable  chapter  to 
the  history  of  this  State. 

— Prof.  A.  De  Salvio,  Brown  University,  May  27,  1937. 

. Your  work  represents  a  great  deal  of  labor  and  I  am  sure  you  must 

feel  rewarded  for  it  by  the  successful  completion  of  the  account  of  the  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  citizens  of  Rhode  Island  who  are  of  Italian  descent.  The  collection 
of  their  individual  accomplishments  into  a  single  volume  is  a  fine  tribute  and 
a  worthy  record  of  their  contribution  to  the  civic  life  of  their  state. 

— Rev.  F.  S.  Fanning,  O.P.,  Librarian,  Providence  College,  February  19,  1938. 

. All  Italo-Americans  will  find  in  your  book  a  magnificent  treasure- 

house  of  recorded  activities  and  accomplishments,  and  will  draw  from  the 
sacrifices,  labors  and  honesty  of  their  fathers  shining  examples  which  will  spur 
them  in  furthering  their  contributions  in  the  development  and  progress  of 
the  State.  Furthermore,  your  book  will  undoubtedly  enable  all  the  peoples  of 
America  to  acquire  a  better  knowledge  on  the  marvelous  contributions  and 
achievements  of  Rhode  Islanders  of  Italian  birth  or  descent. 

— Dr.  V.  Verderosa,  Regent  Royal  Italian  Vice  Consulate,  Providence,  R.  I. 

October  26,  1936. 

. Ubaldo  U.  M.  Pesaturo  seems  to  be  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 

history  of  Italian  immigration  to  the  United  States.  His  book  Italo-Americans 
of  Rhode  Island  is  worthy  to  be  placed  in  every  library  of  those  who  are 
following  the  progress  of  our  immigrants  in  the  great  American  Republic. 

“II  Mattino,”  Naples.  October  6,  1937. 
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